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SLAVERY STARTED IN 
VIRGINIA IN 161'1 
AND QUICKLY 5f'READ 
THROU6HOUT THE 
REST Of Tt£ 
COLONIES. VERMONT, 
TtEN AN 
INDEPENDENT 
COUNTRYJ FIRST 
OUTLAWED IT IN 
11n PENNSYLVANIA 
BECAME Tl£ FIRST 
STATE TO 
6RADUILI, Y END 
SU.VERY IN 178Q 

IBID100 
POUNDS! 

no tERE! 

PBIJSYLVANIA PASSED A LAW IN 1825 THAT LAR6EL,Y STOPPED STATE OFFICIALS FROM A5SISTIN6 
IN THE RECAPTURE OF THOSE WHO ESCAPED SU.VERY. WITH PBIJSYLVANIA THE STATE CLOSEST 

I 

TO Tt£ MAIN SU.VE STATES, MANY OF THOSE ESCAPIN6 SU.VERY SETTLED TtERE. BUT IN 18'-12 THE 
US SUPRO£ COURT RULED THAT P~YLVANIA LAW IUE6AL. 

TI£ 18lfO"S BEC~ LIKE Tt£ WIU> WEST WITH KlDNN'PIN6 OF BL.ACK PEOPLE: THOSE ~ 
ESCAPED SL.AVERY AND FREE BLJtCK PEOPLE NON-VIOCENT AND VIOLENT RESISTANCE TO 
Tt£ KIDNAPPERS CONTINUED THROU6HOUT Tt£ DECADE. 
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WHI.E AT DEN6Y'S. PARKER 
ATTENDED AN ANTI-51,AVERY 
MEETING FEATURIN6 THE 
FAMOUS ABOt.ITIONISTS 
FREDERICK DOUGLASS AND 
WlUIAM LLOYD GARRISON. 

PARKER HAD KNOWN DOU6LASS AS A 
SL.AVE IN MARYL.AND AND WAS IMPRESSED 
BY HIS COMMAND OF L.AN6UA6E. HE 
DECIDED TO ACT AFrER HEARIN6 THE 
TWO MEN SPEAK. 

"I HAVE NEVER LISTENED TO WORDS FROM 
Tt£ LIPS OF MORT AL MAN WHICH WERE 

MORE ACCEPT ABLE TO ME. II 

PARKER LATER WROTE. "KIDNAPPIN6S WERE SO COMMON. WHILE I LIVED WITH Tt£ DOCTOR THAT 
WE WERE KEPT IN CONST ANT FEAR" 

PARKER FORMED A 6ROUP THAT BECAME KNOWN LATER AS Tt£ "LANCASTER BL.ACK 
SELF-PROTECTION SOCIETY". Tt£IR FIRST ACTION CNE. Wt£N A MAN NAMED WIU..IAM DORSEY 
WAS TAKEN AND PUT IN Tt£ LANCASTER JAIL. 

" .. .FOR MUTUAL. PROTECTION 
AGAINST SLAVEHOLDERS AND 

KIDNAJ'PERS_" 
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ELIZA WOULD ESCAPE 
51,AVEFN ALON6 WITH t£R 
SISTER AND MOTHER IN 18'-16 
MAKIN(; Tf£IR WAY TO 
CHRISTIANA, PA 

WILLIAM PARKER AND ELIZA MET, FELL IN LOVE, AND MARRIED. 

Tt£Y HAD 3 atIU>REN AND 
MOVED FROM PLACE TO PLACE 
IN LANCASTER COUNTY_ 

QUICK, L'JE'VE 
6OT TOMOVE! 

12

kreeggo
Pencil

kreeggo
Pencil

kreeggo
Pencil

kreeggo
Pencil

kreeggo
Pencil

kreeggo
Pencil



13

kreeggo
Pencil

kreeggo
Pencil

kreeggo
Pencil

kreeggo
Pencil

kreeggo
Pencil

kreeggo
Pencil

kreeggo
Pencil



"AS 500N AS Tl£ DOOR FLEW OPEN., A KIDNAPPER SHOT AT ~ IHD THE BALL LOD6ED IN MY AN<Lf. 
BRlN6lN6 ME TO Tl£ 6ROUND. BUT I SOON ROSE IHD MY COMRADE, TtEN FIRIN6 ON T~ Tf£Y 
TOOK TO Tf£IR tfELS." PARKER IHD HIS COMPANION THEN FREED THE KIDNAl'PED MAN. 

UH-OH. 

WE "HAD HARDLY CROSSED THE DOOR SIU-BEFORE PEOPLE FROM Tt£ NEI6HBORIN6 HOU5E5 
BE6AN TO FIRE ON US. AT THIS JUNCT~ OUR OTt£R FIVE CNE UPJ IHD WE ALL RETURNED Tl£ 
COMPLIMENT." 

"FIRING ON BOTH SIOES WAS KEPT UP FOR TEN OR FIFTEEN MINUTES, ~ Tt£ WHITES CIUED 
FOR QUART~ IHD OFFERED TO WITHDRAW,IF WE WOULD STOP FIRIN6." PARKER' AND HIS 6ROUP 
A6Rf£D IHD THEY WERE OFF WITH THEIR LIBERATED MAN. 
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TtE BATTLE WAS NATIONWIDE NEWS 
AND PRESIDENT MJU,ARD FIU)1()RE 
DISPATCHED THE MARINES TO MAKE 
ARRESTS OF THOSE ON PARKER'S SIDE. 

Tf£ FOUR MEN 60RSUCH 
50U6HT V\YE.DIATELY 
tEADED FOR CN:J!,DA IHD 
ARRIVED THERE SlffL Y. 

PARKER N,50 DEPARTED 
CHRISTIANA NI) tf.ADED FOR 
fAJADA. 
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I.ff PEOPLE WERE ARRESTED) 
INCUJDIN6 5 WHITE MEN AU£6ED TO 
HAVE HEU'ED PARKER, HANWAY AND 
WIU,IAM5 WERE AMON6 THOSE 
ARRESTED. AU, WERE KEPT IN JAIi, 
AWAITIN6 TRIAL. Tf£Y WERE 
CHAR6ED WITH TREASON. 

--
HANWAY WAS THE FIRST TO BE TRIED IN NOVEMBER 1851 Tl£ 60VERNMENT AUf6f.D HE WAS THE 
RIN6LUDER SINCE THEY COULD NOT BalEVE A BL.ACK PERSON OOUU> HAVE ORGANIZED AN ARMED 
DEFENSE A6AIN5T TtE SLAVERS. 

THE TRVL LASTED 11 DAYS. 
THE JURY TOOK 15 MINUTES 
TO ACQUIT HIM. 

YES! 

THOU6H HANWAY HAD TRIED TO MAKE 
P~ tE WAS SPECIFICAU,Y atAR6ED 
WITH TREASON FOR ''WICKEDLY AND 
TRAITOROUSLY'' INTENDING ''TO LEVY 
WAR'' A6AIN5T Tf£ UNITED STATES. 

{) 

p. 
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THE 60W5BORO. NC REPUBLICAN AND PATRIOT OF DECS1BER 
1a 1851 REPORTS ON THE ACQUITTM, OF CASTNER HANWAY ON 
TREASON CHAR6E5. IT REASONS THAT THE CHAR6E OF TREASON 
WAS OVERREACH AND SAYS THAT "50 FAR THE PERPETRATORS OF 
THE HORRIBLE OUTRA6E AT CHRISTIANA HAVE ESCAPED 
PUNISHMENT." IT CONCLUDES THAT "IT 15 DUE TO THE COUNTRY 
THAT THE PERPETRATORS AND INSTI6ATORS OF THIS OUTRA6E 
5HOUW RECEIVE AMPLE PUNISHMENT. IF FANATICAL MEN CAN 
RESIST A LAW OF THE UNITED STATES AND ESCAPE AU, 
PUNISHMENT FOR THE OFFENSE. THE UNION IS RAPIDLY 
APPRO N6 DI550UJTION. A FEW YEARS WU WITNESS ITS 
RESOLUTION INTO THE ...,.,... ENT5 Of WHICH IT WAS 
ORI6INAlL Y COMPOSED." 
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