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We've Carried The Rich 
For 200 Years-Let's Get 

~; ... ,..,.,,~"''!.~!m Off Our Backs! 
taking place in Philadelphia are an important step in ~ ----------
the struggle of the masses of American people. At ~ - ~ 
the very time we are supposed to be celebrating, thou- // 
sands of workers, employed and unemployed, veterans, 'I 

students and youth are marching in the streets of Phila­
delphia proclaiming, .. We've Carried the Rich for 200 
Year~. Let's Get Them OH Our Backs!" We are con­
fronting the rulers of the-country. gathered in Philadel-

.. ~hia to trumpet the virtues of their system, with two 
important demands of the working class: Jobs or In­
come Now! and We Won't Fight Another Rich Man's 
Warl 
• These demonstrations are taking place despite the 
fact tliat for the last five months Philadelphia city 
authorities, acting on behalf of the ruling class of thi.s 
country, have used every trick, lie and maneuver to 
try to gut the heart out of the actions or to stop them 
altognher. 

First th•y 1111"" the Rich Off Our Backs-July 4th 
Caalltion tlw "'""round about getting pa-mib for the 
--..C, ecc,w,.... n..n . ..,_" tn the t.aa of th 1a the 
Coalit on w n full-m"'"""'lhe1id. o t ho n 
of leaflets and organizing 1housands of people 1:0 come 
Philadelphia Mayor Frank Rizzo n.arted spreading • 
stories that Ptnlly streets were going to be filled with 

·terrorists and wierdos and demanded 15.000 federal 
troops to protect their celebration from "disruption." 

But the Senate Internal Security Comm,nee ( ■n 
agency of the U.S. Senate that is the fining successor 
to Joe McCarthy and the Hou.se Un-American Activi­
ties Committee) made it clear what type of "disrup­
tion" the high and mighty really fear. The problem 
with workers. veterans. students and youth demon• 
strating, according to the Committee's statement, is 
that "a well-planned demonstration could' steal the 
spotlight from official events featuring President Ford 
and other national figures in Philadelphia." 

For all their big plans, they fear that the mask on 
their show will be torn off by a few thousand demon­
strators. The capitalist, have designed the Bicentennial 
bash to strengthen the illusion that they are the "na• 
tural" leaders of the country, to promote the myth 
that capitalism is the highest form of human society 
and will last forever, and that the American people are 
happy and contented to five under the rule of the 
billionaire bankers and corporation owners. 

But there is no such thing as slave, happy in their 
slavery. The bosses know full -11 that the thousands 
in Philadelphia reflect the feelings of millions more. 
The last thing they want is for the festival of their rule 
to be used ff an opportunity to confront their talk 
about the "unity of all American1" with the real strug• 
g1es and interesu of the working class. 

The last thing the bosses want i1 that veterans march 
through th• streeu proclaiming "We Won't Fight An· 
other Rich Man's War" a'l the very time they are trying 
to niake the Amelican people swell with pride ov r the 
previou1 wart our leaders have dragged us into, and 
when they are telling us it's our duty to go to war any 
time the needs of their profiu demand 1t. They fear 
the sight of young people and nudenu. who thev eve 
aa potential cannon fodder, demonstrating the,r OP• 

position to the future the bosses plan for them. 
They ore repulsed by the thought of a Workers 

History Pavilion, nHtled among tha exhibits of the 
monopolies. ex1.rtmg not to .ell products wrapped In 
the red, white and btue or to dlsNmina-H the lies of 
the capj\allsts, but to bring out the real history of 
noo hundred yurs of ciao struggle in this country. 
Ewn plans for 1n ,..,,Ing of working clns culture 

Continued on p_,. 8 

Proclamation of the Rich Off Our Backs­
July 4th Coalition 

1976-Milllons walking the streeu looking for jobs and still more shoved out the door whlle 
plants close down. Those still at work, worked to death, chain d to tho bosses• machinery. Our 
cities falling apart. Our schools, hospitals, and firehouses shut down. Half flni1hed construction 
sites standing ne><'l to burned out tenements and the drums of another war beating louder. All thfs 
amidst lies of recovery and the fire'NOrks of celebrat on. 

Nol This is not what we worked so hard for. No, this Is not the future we want for our children. 
One thousand outrages slap us in the face. No. we can't live Ilka this. And we won't. 

Our class, the working class. men and women of all nationalhiet-we build and we produce. But 
their class, the capitalist class, takes it all. They own what they have never built-the mlll1. mines 
and banks. Owning all, they take all we produce. And for us, only enough to keep us 1live 10 we 
can slave for them some more. 

They take our hard work and twist it. Wo work together. They st 11, each as much for himself 
H he can, and try to keep us apart. Everything hat a price for them. Their uncontrollable drive for 
prof1t makes thi1 whole wciety run like it does. Crisis af1er crisis, war after war. injurtice upon In­
justice. Ten generllions of profiu bled out of ten generation, of our l1Yfl1. 

Our whole history proVff this. We have fought for all that Is worthwhile In this countTy. We are 
not animals but that's how they would have us live. Nol Not In 1778, 1876 or 1976. Our history 
it filled with storms of resistance, bat11ing back and standing tall. We are men and women. Wt will 
not be slaves. We are the backbone of the whole country. million, strong. They uo I h1ndful of 
murderers and slavedrlvers. rotting even as th y claw to grab more. 

1976. These thieves call all of us to celebrate with them. N1tional unity ... 111 together 1nd 
many happy returns. Nol We shall not celebrate their rule. Despite 111 their sickening lies and 
broken-record hoopla, we have nothing In common with them. For them-200 years of plunder. 
For us-200 years of slavery and oppression. All they have they took from u1. All w, need wo haw 
wrenched from them through bitter battle. It Is they and 1hoir never-u't11fltd thirtt tor profll that 
ltand between us and our fight for I better llfo 1nd a brighter future for our children. 

Fellow workers! Today II before our class battles 1veryJ1tt abuse-on picketllnn and 1hop 
floor,. In neighborhoods end communities and everywhere throughout 10clety, Our fight 11 a Just 
fight, our demands are Just demend1. In building this 11ruggl1 on July 4th In Philadelphia, wt will 
proclaim 11pec ally our demand for "Jobt or Income Nowl" and our do1ermlnatlon that "Wo Won't 
Fight Another Rich Man's War I" 

We tiave the strenglh to mobillto. Wo havo tho ability to unite oil tho i><lttlos, all 1ho peoplo, 111 
the anger at the way we have to live. The future belongs to u1. Wo ore tht only ones who Cll"'I push 
things forward, on<J we arc dot rm,ned 10 btttak throu h. 

Now 1.1 the time to pull It togother. All our forces. All ou1 bani s, AJ we have always fouot-it 
them we w,11 f19ht them on the cJay they choose 10 caltbr1te 1helr bloodsoakocJ ,vio We will come 
togothcr, thousands rtrong, to expou their crimos 1nd build our movcuT\an1, on tha1 Joy ond for 
the great b1ttlo1 eh ad. 

On to Phlladelphlal 
We'v carried 1he rich lor 200 years, le1'1 g I them olf our bocks! 

Tho Rich Off Our B«:k•-Julv 4t/l Coalition. lnltlat«J bv Vlatnam Voteran• AJ}lllrr,t t/lo W,r, Un• 
amploy«J Work"" Or(/llnl,dng Commltt ,, n,volutlonory Commun/ft Porty I/fl(/ novolutlon11ry 
Student 8dfllldl1. 
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.. "1/e Won·t Fight Another 
Rich Man-s Warr·· 

"We Won't Fight Another Rich Man's War" is one 
of the main slogans of the Rich Off Our Backs-July 4th 
Coalition. This is because the danger of war, including 
world war. is very great in this period. Not much more 
than a year after the hated U.S. war in Vietnam, econo• 
mic crisis drags on in th is country and the stench of 
impendif19 war grows stronger. What unemployed 
worker hasn't seen the army's "jobs" offers decorating 
the walls of unemploy.;;ent offices? And for youth, 
military recruiters hang around the high schools like 
vultUr~_offering "a future" and "the only job around." 

'Ther¥r ~ill more .!lirect signs of the growing war 
d , ' ' ;;r\. - .R _j 11 •• 

ai; x n o ,/e e1~ga~ g1~s. s~eech!!'s ~st1r!'".9. 
up bli<!' o in al:l'.6ut rid1l cowboy•style into 

,..,.. _., • 10 l~J1 ·1 
Pa ama. Pea •t roilgh~re gth" Jerry Ford un• 
leashes the Cl A to sen~d g.uns and mercenaries into 
Angola to fight a war by proxy against the USSR and 
then cr(es that Congress-wouldn't give him enough 
money. In the wake of Angola, the "doves" of Con• 
gress race to approve a record military budget of'$100 
billion, saying in effect, "we didn't want to back a 
loser, but the Soviets won't catch us with our pants 
down next time." And as the Soviets and the U.S. 
government race to outdo each other in armaments 
spending, you have to ask yourself, "What are they 
going to do with all those weapons except use them 
one day?" 

Beating the War Drums 

, Try as they might to hide it, the threat of war is 
growing again today, only this time war threatens to 
be on a far vaster scale than Vietnam. A fight bet• 
ween the ruling classes of the U.S. and the USSR, the 
two biggest international gangsters, is heating up. 

Because of this, the rulers of this country are step­
ping up their efforts to line up the American people 
behind them to try to create the climate of public 
opinion that will give them a freer hand to deal with 
the Soviets. They talk about how the workers have to 
.,.r bah nd "proi1M21na die national Interest" which in 
plain language means wars and military adventures 
to protect the profits of the big monopolies and banks 
against their Soviet competitors and, of course, real 
liberation struggles. 

Just what these "national interests" are became 
clearer to millions during the course of the Vietnam 
war. Especially as the war dragged on, as many veterans 
brought home their stories, the lies of the government 
about "defending democracy" and "stopping aggression" 
wore thin. Millions came to oppose the U.S. war 
effort. and a growing number of these came to under­
stand that by "defendin~ the free world" the U.S. 

BrNk the Chains: A lively collection of songs com· 
posed and sung by Prairie Fire. Recorded live. 

-These are fighting songs. They come out of the 
daily sweat and struggle of working men and wo­
men. They stir up the enthusiasm and joy that we 
feel standing shoulder to shoulder with our class 
brothers and sisters. The first album in a long 
while that reflects the struggle of the U.S. work• 
ing clan to bring this svstem and all its miseries to 
an end ........................................................... $4.00 

Order from: ONE SPARK MUSIC 
P.O. Box 34214 
San Francisco CA 94134 

Bulk rates available 
Enclote .50 for post.191 and handling for one, .20 on each 
eddit1on1I album. Californl■ re1idenu add 6" sales tax. 
All records shipped 4th clau unless otherwise requested. 

• Ptee,e prepay ■II orden. 

government means the freedom of the giant corpora­
tions to set up shop in Indochina and discourage fur­
ther rebellions against their plunder. • 

Profit Drive 

This profit drive of the big capitalists, their need 
to hold onto and expand their worldwide empires, 
lies at the bottom of the growing danger of war today. 
The profit empires of the giant monopolies like Stand• 
ard Oil, IBM, Chase Manhattan Bank and others extend 
to every corner of the world that has not been closed 
oH to them by revolution. As these monopolies and 
whole capitalist COU'!,\~~e~· drive 'to ex~and their Pl Un­
der. they run headlong into others driven by the same 
law. This is behind today's growing conflict behind 
the U.S. and the USSR which since the late 1950s 
ceased to be a socialist country run by the working 
class and is now an imperialist country driven by the 
same profit drive as the U.S. • 

So today they clash both openly and indirectly in 
many corners of the world. Each seeks to grab for 
themselves the Middle East, with its strategic oil re­
serves. And the crucial showdown is shaping up over 
Europe, with its vast economic, military and political 
power that each superpower seeks to control. 

Knowing no principle but the pursuit of profit, the 
imperialists of the U.S. and the USSR are on a collision 
course heading toward war. And for the sake of their 
almighty god-profit-they seek to gear up the people 
of this country and the Soviet Union to fight it out 
for them. They aim to have us battle it out in a war 
caused by the same drive for profit that causes the 
daily exploitation and oppression we face in the capi• 
talists' factories, mines and mills and throughout so­
ciety. 

How could the workers of this country have any 
interest in supporting such a war, an armed conflict 
for profit between the Rockefellers, Duponts, Mellons 
and other t;,/lllonofn:., In 1be U.S. and the new Tsars In 

the Soviet Union to decide who will be the biggest 
robber barons and exploiters of the world's people? 

The slogan "We Won't Fight Another Rich Man's 
War" slims this up by pointing to thesource of their 
current war preparations and the working class• answer 

- to it. It draws a line of demarcation by saying our 
fight is not together with these rich bastards but against 
them and thei~ bloody wars for profits. 

This is the basic meaning of the slogan, the stand 
around which thousands are uniting in the July 4th 
demonstration. 

Communist Stand on War 

But this basic stand does not answer all the questions 
people have about war. The Revolutionary Commun-
ist Party unites with the sentiment "We Won't Fight 
Another Rich Man's War," helping to take this out to 
the people; at the same time, communists have their 
own ideas beyond this on how the workers must view 
a war of capitalist plunder, and their own program for 
advancing the struggle of the working class in the 
midst of such a war. 

Today the rulers of the country are playing on the 
real differences that exist between the war in Vietnam 
and the war they are now preparing. Now that ano­
ther big time imperialist like themselves, the Soviet 
Union, is fast becoming the biggest immediate threat 
to U.S. corporate profits and investments around the 
world, the U.S. ruling class is hoping that its flag wav• 
ing and calls for patriotism will get over better with 
the American people. 

They point to the Soviets' aggressiveness and domin­
ation of other nations and talk fine words about the 
U.S. opposing Soviet Imperialism and defending free­
dom. The draft platform of the Democratic Party, for 
example, condemns "the continued USSR military 
occupation of many Eastern European countries" as 
"a monument to their oppression of the peoples of 
those nations, an oppression we do not accept and are 
committed to oppose." 

Of course the U.S. rulers oppose imperialism-the 
imperialism of others which stands in the way of their 
own international profit grabbing. Even if Eastern 
Europe were freed from the Soviets by U.S. action, 
it could only mean the enslavement of these people 
to U.S. monopoly capital instead of Soviet capital. 
When they speak of defending freedom they can only 
mean defending their freedom to exploit-defending 
their empire. 

When the rulers speak of the need for the workers 
Continued on Page 8 

Vets On 
The Move 

On June 8 members of the Vietnam Veterans Against 
the War seized the Statue of Liberty in New York City 
Harbor. The VVAW action dramatized the anger and 
opposition of veterans to the increased attack on their 
benefits and publicized the July 4th demonstra·tion in 
Philadelphia sponsored by the Rich Off Our Backs-
July 4th Coa(1t1on. 

The veteran, untur\ed.two g\ant. banners \fom \.ne 
top of the statue which proclaimed "Extend and Ex­
pand the GI Bill" and "We've Carried the Rich for 
200 Years-Let's Get Them Off Our Backs!" 

Vets everywhere have had their bellyful of being 
"used once and thrown away.'' But this is exactly 
what those people who run this country are trying to 
do. Their latest move is the May 30th axing of the 
GI Bill that made 3.7 million vets discharged between 
1954 and 1966 Ineligible for education benefits. Now 
they are talking about cutting the number of years of 
eligibility for Vietnam era vets from 10 to 8 years. 

At the time of the seizure, the VVAW released a 
statement to the press that said, "While the American 
Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars have approved 
of these cuts. while the newspapers have tried to main· 
tain a wall of silence around this outrage, we will not 
remain the silent victims of those who attack us. Just 
as we fought against their bloodsucking war in lndo· 
china, we are now fighting these attacks on our very 
lives." 

American Gls who were showered with prop~ganda 
about fighting for "democracy" and "freedom" In 
Korea and Vietnam returned to face low·paymg jobs 
or unemployment and inadequate benefits that are 
now being slashed. Many have learned through bitter 
experience that they were being called on to be nothing 
but cannon fodder in an imperialist war against the 
workers and peasants In those countries. As one vet 
said, "When I was in Vietnam, I was fighting for the 
rich, but when I came home I found that I was fighting 
against them all the time. It's clear to me now that 
vet's got to fight them tooth and nail." 

And fight them they are! In Los Angeles recently, 
100 vets marched against the cuts in th GI Bill and 
in Buffalo 200 vets picketed the offices of the Regional 
Director of the Veterans Adminstration. VVAW is 
building a fighting movement of veterans all over the 
country. 

VVAW made clear this fight is not Just for an In­
crease In veterans benefits. It is a battle against the 
whole class of rich parasites who stand In the way of 
the millions of people of this country leading a decent 
life. As part of this battle, VVAW has joined with the 
other groups of the Rich Off Our Backs-July 4th 
Coalition to proclaim that "We Won't Fight Another 
Rich Man's Warl" Vets are tired of unemployment 
and are tired of war and tired of having 10 scratch 
and claw and fight for every damn thing they need. 
VVAW is in Philly on July 4th to help build the mug· 
gle and to advance the fight to get ;id of the rich para· 
sites who have bj,en riding our backs~nce and for all I ■ 



''Jobs or Income Now!'' 
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House. as part of a demonstration against that state's 
.Hottman Bill, a measure to cut people off unemploy­
me_nt, if they refuse to take I Job at tho min,mum wage. 
Thos os one of many legislative efforts the capitalists 

A militant contingent of unemployed workers is 
here in Philadelphia, led by the Unemployed Workers 
Organizing Committee (UWOC). to march in the Rich 
Off Our Backs-July 4th Coalition actions. They come 
from all _o_ve, the country, carrying 250,000 signatures 
on a pet,toon demanding Jobs or Income Now!, and 
represent the needs and demands of the ten million 
workers in this country who have been thrown out of 
work. • 

Unemployed workers are refusing to keep quiet and 
lay low while the rich p;irasites who run this country 
scream the virtues of the system that lays ott millions 
and forces millions more to scratch just to barely get 
by• The bosses don't want UWOC in Philadelphia now. 
Unemployment is an indictment of their system. Un­
employed workers are saying: We Won't Starve I We 
will not Join in the fireworks of celebration while we 
are cast from the factories and mills our labor has 
created. 

Can't be Co"_red Up 

Mayor Rizzo and other two-bit representatives of 
the capitalists have tried to block the demonstration 
Along.with their •1,forts to stop the activities of the • 
Coalition they have made a special point of trying to 
stop the Tent City of the unemployed, organized by 
UWOC_and the Vietnam Veterans Against the War, to 
dramatize the demands of the unemployed and expose 
the capitalists' nonsense that we are living in the best 
of all possible worlds. 

It's no wonderl The last thing they want is the 
~ea lit~ of unemployment, which runs Jike an ugly sore 
m their system, exposed in a forceful and militant way 
as they celebrate the perfections and great accomplish­
ments of their rule. 

Unemployment is going down they tell us. A 
great recovery is underway. But it's still there and 
massive, sometimes in a more hidden way. Millions of 
young people know they have no chance of finding a 
job, and the ranks of workers who have been out of 
work for years with no prospect of finding a job con­
tinue to •-II. And when you ant permanently unem­
ployed their ttatiatlca uy vou an, not out of work­
'l'OU arw Jmt out of -r charul 

On tho othor hand. they know that poople can see 
that unomploymont is still very high, even if plant 
closings .and layoffs slow down for a while and a few 

get called back. So they tell us to be realistic. "We 
just can't employ everybody. You will just have to 
accept an unemployment rate of 7% or 8% or 10%!' 

Well workers can't accept it and they won't. Each 
rise of 1 % In their statistics means a million workers out 
of work. No way is that acceptable. People are not 
going to go without work, scratch to feed th ir fami­
lies, so the capitalists can protect their profit margins. 

Workers pushed up against the wall will fight, like 
Tom Bornson in Portland who was forced to watch his 
family brought to the edge of starvatiqn because he 
couldn't find work. He took over a food stamp office 
to protMt t~e situation that he and many others face 
The ruling class has thrown him in Jail for 9 years. to· 
make an example out of him to other workers. But 
the exam.pie workers ere liking from this Is that they 
have to fight and build up unity. As Tom Bernson 
~id a_t a May Oay rally in Portland: "Our strength lies 
on unoty. In that ability to mass and say we will no long­
er go it a(one against the system." 

In mid.June unemployed workers in Trenton, New 
Jersey set up a small tent citY in front of the State 

¼ MLUON !!! 200 YEARS IS LONG ENOUGH! 

are making to offer up unemployed workers on a sil-
ver planer. Supposedly broken and without hope, they 
want to harness us to the machines and workbenches 
for as linle as thay can get away with. 

Won't Be Crushad 

But workers are not helpless, and will not be crush­
ed. We are beginning to see through their tricks-like 
their saying in unionized manufacturing states like N­
Jersey that workers have to "save jobs" by out-com­
peting workers In other states-in I wage-.:utting race. 
Banners unfurled o- the Trellton Tent City said 
"Smash the Hoffman Bill" and "We've Carried the Rich 
for 200 Years-Let's Get Them Off Our Backsl" 

That demonstration and many like it around the 
country have helped to build for this -k's demon­
strations in Philadelphia. But just as important, the 
ongoing organization of the unemployed has grown in 
the course of building for Philadalphia. UWOC has 
been strengthened in citY after city. developed its 1-
bilitY to lead struggle and is recognized by more and 
more people as the growing, nationwide, fighting or-
ganization of the une"'{>loyed. ■ . 

And now it is tha turn of the working 
dau to overthrow the aopltalist system 
and build a completely new kind of so• 
ciety. 

A sharp, readable account of the devel• 
opmeni of class struggle in the 200 
Years of U.S. history and an analysis 
of tho inevitability of working class re­
volution. Sections cover Breaking the 
Chains of British Cclo(lilllism, War 
Against Slaw,ry, Modem America For­
ged as Class Ban/es Rage, and War, Cri­
sis and Revolution. Numerous pictures 
gra~hics and poems highlight tho p m­
phlet, 

28 pages 

, Please pre-p,iy all orders to 
RCP Publications 

50 cents 

PO Box 3488 Merchandise Mart 
O\\caoo. Ul\noi .. 606M 
Bulk Ratos Av.,rtoblo 

Strike Enters 10th Week 

High Stakes in Rubber Sho""dowvn 
1500 members of the United Rubber Workers Union 

gathered outside the Goodrich local on Juna 18. From 
there they marched, banners and picket signs in hand, 
'through downtown Akron, Ohio. Orivers in passing 
cars honked their horns in support of the strikers. As 
the marchers streamed past the huge Goodrich plant 
they shouted at the scabs they saw working. It was a 
powerful display of the strikers' determination. That 
determination would soon be felt on the other side of 
town. 

The next night 250 pickets from the struck com­
panies appeared outside the General Tlre plant, where 
people Hall been working for over a month without a 
contract. In short order the,plant was shut down. The 
strike of rubber workers was now \300 men stronger. 
This was not tho first nor would it be the last militant 
episode of this bitterly fought strike. 

The strike of 68,000 rubber workers in citiH across 
the country is well into its third month. The strikers 
aro still hanging tough. If anything, the arrogant re­
fusal o! the companies to give ground on any of the 
workers• demands has only stiHened their determina­
tion. As one worker explained, "Look. we knew what 
Wit were getting into when we went out. If we'd 
thought they would settle early we would have lost 
already. But we know who we're fighting and what 
they want to do to us. And we're not going back-not 
after all this, with nothing to show for it." 

This strike is important to all workers. It repre­
sents the biggest oonfrontatlon yet this year between 
workers and the bosses over a major contract. It 
comes on the heels of the Teamster strike and just 
before upeoming contracts in the electrical industry 
and auto. What happens in rubber will have a big 
olfect on auto. especially. Already the government 
has expressed alarm about this strike, spreading hogwesh 
that if it continues It will ignite Inflation 1nd stall 
"recovery." What they really fear is that rubber work• 
ers will ruin their hope to make 1976 1 year of "lebor 
peace"-• year for workers to take it on the chin. The 
governmant's chief labor "madiator" has been brought 
1n to giw th• rubber companies ■ hand. 

Why have the workers stayed out so long, with 
strike benefits exhausted, with many going deep Into 
the hole financially and when it will take e good long 
time back on the Job to make up for the losses? Why 
have the companies jeopardized sales and production 
which could haV1l already paid for the strikers' cost 
of living demand? It's because what is at stake hero Is 
not just contract language but a trial M strength. Both 
tho strikers and the companies are locked on a battle 
with a lot at stake, that will inllu nee tho abilltY of 
eech side to take on the other in the futuro. 

From the very beginning sharp lines have been 
drawn in this battle. The companies want to break 
the backs of the workers. For years they have engaged 
in a cost cutting. profit recovering program and this 
has accelerated with ttie current economic crisis. 
They're looking to boost their profits; looking to get 
8 contract that will allow them to combine and elimin­
ate even more jobs and keep wages and pensions at 
their same sorry lcv I. So far, tho companies have been 
holding out, even lowering their original offer, trying 
to starve tho 5trlkers into ,ubmission. 

But the strikers have e bin r legacy, especially the 
last seven years. They have seen th■ t wh nev r their 
union leadership has ylelded to tho companies it has 
made things worse, not better. The 1973 contract 
fight saw the International leadership of tho union 
drop its cost of livlng demand in response to govern­
ment and company calls to "moderate inflationary do• 
mands." The result? Rubber workers lost $1.20 en 
hour In their earning power. The union-company "Hey 
Mac" program to boost "productivity" was supposad 
to save the jobs of rubber workers in Akron. It didn't. 
Jobs continued to leave Akron and the companies ln­
cre•sed speedup. What experience has shown Is that 
being "reasonable" and helping the compenits out of 
1 pinch has served to disarm the workers and pave the 
way for stepped-up attacks. 

As I result of this experience the rubber worken 
have waged I very determined fight. The strike has 
been marked by tremendous rank and file activity end 
pressure, both dirtcl and indirect, on the union offl-

cials. "If Bommarito [president of the URWJ hadn't 
pulled us out he would hav been killed," Is how ono 
worker put lt 1 For the first time In tho union's recent 
hiSlory all four of the rubber companies were struck 
at once. There have been mass pick ts in many areas 
of the country organized in defiance of court-ordered 
injunctions. This wts something the rank end file push­
ed and organized for end finally got the union load rs 
to go along with. These picket Ii nos and simultaneous­
ly striking the Big Four have provided the real muscle 
of the strike. 

Ther have been important advances in breaking the 
stranglehold of the union officials both at the local 
and International level. Bui tho grip of these union 
oHlclols is still there and this hos saverely w akened 
the strike. For instance, while th lnternationel was 
forced to strike all four companies, their control o r 
the union hos still been strong enough to prevent work­
ers from spreading the strike to subsidiaries of the Big 
Four, like Mohawk and K lly Springfield, and to G n• 
erol Tiro. 

The local officials hove signed special -or men11 
with thesa companies saying they will conlinu work• 
Ing until an overall sottloment is reached, even though 
97" of tha membership of General Tiro voted to 
mike. This continued production in non-struck URW 
plants, combined with non-unionized rubber plants 
and scab production in struck plants, has m ant th t 
40-60% of the nation's lire, are still being produced 
despite the strlk . This hos been crucial In allowing 
the auto companies to meke It through the current 
model veer. thus weakening the strlka's effect, 

Spreed the Strike! 

The U RW officiels, like other union leaders. por­
troy this or any strike as a waiting game. 1 contest of 
stamina, In which things stay basically the same excapt 
that ti some point either the companies or the work­
ers give in. But more end more rubber workers •e that 
the strike has to spread to the non,.truck plants and 

Oontln.-1 on .... 9 
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Calendar of Events 
Over the last few days before July 4th there will be 

a big push by the bosses and their media mouthpieces 
to call on peo~e to celebrate the Bicentennial. Going 
against this blitz will be hundreds of unemployed 
1.YOrkers, veterans and youth coming first to Washing­
ton, D.C. and then Philadelphia. Planned are a series 
of demonstrations and activities to attack the bosses 
around key issues confronting the working class-par­
ticularly unemployment and war. These are sending 
out the message of 'We've Carried the Rich for 200 
Years, Let's Get Them Off Our Backs" to millions of 
our fellow workers arOund the country, and continuing 
to call on working people in Philadelphia and all around 
the country to come to the July 4th rally. The follow• 
ing are the main points of the calendar of events sche­
duled for June 30 through July 4th. 

June 30. Buses come into D.C. from all around the 
country arriving near the Washington monument. 

Noon-The U.nemployed Workers Organizing Com­
mittee will lead a march--eround Jobs or Income from 
the monument to the Labor Department and then the 
Capitol Building. There will be speeches and songs. 

Mid-afternoon-A car and bus caravan will leave 
from the Capitol to Philadelphia to the staging grounds 
for the four days of activities. 

July 1. Morning-Unemployed workers will fan out to 
eight or ten unemployment centers throughout the 
city. Veterans will go to the V.A. and other concen­
trated sites of veterans. Youth will go into '"'the com-. 
munities. Here we will be calling on fellow working 
people to join us in activities and come to a major 

..._ "Jobs or lnoome" rally that afternoon. 

Afternoon-We will all oonverge on the unomploy• 
ment center at Lehigh and Broad for a disciplined 
picket line and rally. 

This will be followed by a march through the com­
munity where the staging area Is located-building up 
support for activities end the July 4th demonstration. 

EK'ning-Opening ceremonies. Jobs or lnoome 
petitions will be pooled together. Political discussion 
on unemployment-Its source, its meaning to the work­
ing class, how we should fight It, etc. Day's events will 
be summed up and plans made for next day's activities. 

July 2. Morning-Building action to take the word 
about the July 4th demonstrations out to the people 
of Philadelphia. 

Ahernoon-All will converge on the Philadelphia 
General Hospital (PGH). PGH is the only public hos­
pital in Philadelphia and is being closed down by city 
cutbacks in the coming year. Demands will be raised 
and we will speak to our fellow workers about jobs 
and layoffs. city crisis and cutbacks in social services. 

Afternoon-Plans are for plant gate rallies for the 
second shift change. 

Night-There will be presentations and political 
discussion on what war means to the working class, 
followed by sum up of day's events and plans for the 
next day's activities. 

July 3. IOam-Rally demanding 'We Won't Fight 
Another Rich Man's War•· at Admiral Dewey's Flag 
Ship in Philly Harbor. This was the ship that led 
the U.S. takeover of the Philippines and is pumped 
up by the city rulers as a big tourist s,te. Speeches 
bringing out how the working class interest is in 

What is The Worker? 
This issue of The Worker is a specially prepared 

national edition for the Bicentennial demonstrations 
in Philadelphia and @h,cwhcrf' There are 20 loc•I ud, 

lidos otlM"'WorkK put out In nn(ly every major in­
dustrial aru of the U.S., sold •t f1ctory gates, unem­
ptoyment centers and in working class oommun1ties. 

The Work~r exists to build the struggle of the work­
ing class agatnst the capitahst system of exploitation 
and oppression. It puts forward the political stand of 
the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA on the 
major questions and struggles facing workers. 

Throughout the U.S. workers and others are fight· 
iog ·against this system and tU effects. The Worker in 

every area aims to be a tool to assist in building the 
many struggles that break out constantly 1n countless 
factories and communities. By do,ng this and com• 
bining it with centrally distributed articles which t,e 
together the 20 papers all over the country, The Work­
l!f" seeks to broaden these struggles and rally support. 
More than that, 1t is a tool 1n developing key battles 
of workers and other sections of the people into cam· 
paigns of the working class on a local and national 

The WORKER Fa< the Delaware & Lehigh v,11.y, 
2440 Kenstngton Aw. 
Phtladetphta. PA 19125 

The WORKER fOf' the Maryland-0.C,-V1rg1n .. Ar•• 
PO Box4"9 
Baltimore, MD 21223 

The WORKER For the Nitw York-New JerNY ArN 
129 W. 22nd St. 
9th F)oor 
N.w York, NY 1001 l 

The WORKER For Upttete New York 
PO Box 121 
Ellicott Sta1 t0n 

Buffalo, NY 14205 
-o,-
PO Box 174 
Rochelte.-, NY 14601 
-o,-
PO Bo• 71 
Elmwood St1tlon 
svracuae, NY 13207 

The WORKER For the New England Are• 
132 Lincoln St. 
Boston, MA 02111 
-o,-
PO Box 9165 
Charles St. 
Providence. Al 02940 
-o,-
PO Box 3301 
Centrtl Station 
Hanford. CN 06103 
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scale in order to help build the strength and un,ty of 
our class in the struggle against the source of our op 

p,·o•tlon. tin: ulc ot lllC caplldllSl class. 
T1w Hbrfcc,r also plays I role ,n httlping to sum up 

the results of these battles and in spreading the lenons. 
To change the way we live, workers must understand 
the class and social forces at work In the world, the 
lessons of our victories and defeats. We must learn in 

the course of the fight, and to fight better we must 
learn still more about the nature of the struggle. To 
this end, The Worker helps to sum up and analyze the 
meaning to our class of events around the country and 
in the world. 

The Worker helps point to the final aim and goal of 
our struggle-socialist revolution and a society without 
explo1tat1on and oppression. 

Most of the local editions of The Worker come out 
monthly. They are sold for 25 cents per copy. We urge 
readers of this cpecial edition to read. use and take up 
these papers as the weapons of the working class that 
they are, in order to help continue to build our move• 
ment. ■ ' 
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fighting against the owners and not fellow worken. 
Ewming-Coalition members in Philly will greet 

fellow workers arriving from all over the country in 
trains. A brief march and rally will be held, followed 
by a Worken' Cu/rural Event-featuring Prairie Fire 
and the Chainbreakers-working class singing groups 
from the Bay Area and Houston. Also poems will 
bo read and a short speech on-culture and how it can 
be a weapon for our struggle against the bosses. 

July 4. Thousands of us gather at 10:00 am. Workers 
from the mines, mills and sweatshops all across this 
land ... all standing to fight together on thos day ... 
in contingents of unemployed, vets, employed, youth 
and students. (All veterans whether In VVAW or not 
asked to bring their fatigues please.) March led by 
forklifts carrying a quarter million signatures on Jobs 
or Income petitions. 

After the march a major rally will be held, speaking 
to why we are marching together on this day. 

V-,sitthe 
Workers History Pavilion 

Open through all days of the demonstrations, 
10 am to 9 pm at Norris Square Park. Hancock and 
Diamond. 
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The WORKER For Hawaii 
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Honolulu, HI 96827 

The WO AKER -.Ht1ons m Spanish,,. listed ,n the 
Span,sh section of this paper, The WORKER For 
the Bay Area 1!10 has• Ctunne edition. The WOR· 
KER For Detroit & Southaast Michigan also has an 
Ar1blc edition. 
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Dead End 
Demo 
Spreads 
Confusion 

In addition to the marches and demonstrations be­
ing carried out in Philadelphia by the Rich Off Our 
Backs-July 4th Coalition, which includes the Revolu­
tionary Communist Party that guides this newspaper, 

.. there is at least one other group which is holding its 
own rally against the Bicentennial celebration. Some 
people ask, sinc.e we all want to protest, why can't 
there be a single, united action? 

An awful lot of people don't like what our rulers 
are trying to do with the Bicentennial, and many peo­
ple want to do something about it. These actions we 

. are carrying out in Philadelphia and other cities are 
only the tip of an iceberg of anger that millions of 
working people feel about how things are going in this 
country and the whole set-up we live under. But we 
aren't interested in protesting just for the sake of pro­
testing. We want to expose and hit at the source of 
our problems. We want to develop a movement, unit­
ing millions, to take on the rich capitalist class. 

In other words, the question is not just unity, but 
unity for what purpose. The program, slogans and 
stand of the Rich Off Our Backs-July 4th Coalition 
can move things forward, building the struggle against 
the rich and powerful. Some other groups which are 
holding their own actions around the Bicentennial are 
really trying to move things backwards by putting oyt 
a political line and program which would cripple the 
struggle. For this reason, they are playing right into 
the hands of the high and mighty rulers of this coun­
try. 

As part of their misleadership and attempts to 
further their own narrow interests, some of their lead­
ing representatives hive even lined up with Philly's 
Mayor Rizzo In the court hearing against us, and joined 
In the chorus of policemen, pohtacl•m #Kl other rul-
ing clan authoritic~ in denouncing the Rich Off Our 
Backs-Julv 4th Coallt,on as a bunch of wild d,uupters. 

As much as they've dared, the arrogant ruling class 
has done ,ts best to try to keep our demonstration 
from happening at all. But because the masses of peo­
ple and especially our fellow workers won't let them 
get away with that, these capitalists who own the news• 
papers and TV and nearly everything else, have used all 
the means at their command to try to cover us with 
mud and keep what we stand for from reaching even 
broader numbers of people. 

One main way they've done this is to try to lump 
together everyone who is demonstrating around the 
Bicentennial as one big unsavory mess of chronic com­
plainers, spoiled middle-class brats and weirdos, all 
very alien to the masses of people. This job has been 
made a little easier for them because in fact some of 
the groups demonstrating around the Bicentennial are 
just putting on a one-shot publicity gimmick. Instead 
of getting to the bottom of questions that affect work­
ing people in their millions, they're trying to pull toge­
ther everyone who has a complaint to throw all their 
complainu together in an indiscriminate heap, which 
includes some real basic objections to the way things 
are and a lot of nonsense like the slogan "Equal Rights 
for Gay People." 

The main outfit which is trying to do things in this 
way is the July 4th Coalition, led by the Puerto Rican 
Socialist Party. the misnamed Communist Party 
which long ago made peace with the capitalists, and 
supporters of the Weatherman "underground" group. 
The leaders of these groups call themselves "revolu­
tionary" and some people who really want to change 
things have rallied around their demonstration. Some 
of these groups have been painted as being very "radl-· 
cal," and the capitalists' newspapers. TV, etc., have 
tried to use this to scare people away from demon­
strating in Philadelphia at all. 

But more often the capitalists have pictured them 
as more "reasonable" than the Rich Off Our Backs­
July 4th Coalition, and there's a reason for that. 
The truth is that for all that these people carry on 
about what's wrong with this country, the demonstra­
tion they are leading doesn't point its finger at the 
cause of our problems, nor does it contribute to unit• 
ing people to build the kind of movement that will 
deal with it. 

What they say, basically. is that the Bicentennial is 
a time for people to complain because things in this 
country aren't the way they're ''supposed" to be accord­
Ing to what we're told at high school graduations, pre-

sidential inaugurations and occasions like the Blccn­
tennlal. 

For instance, one of their main slogans is "For Jobs 
and a Decent Standard of Living." The way to bring 
this about, they say, is to demand "an end to their­
rational squandering of our resources on weapons of 
war and the pursuit of profits. We have to demand 
that this government meet the real and pressing needs 
of all our people." 

An end to war, unemployment and all the daily 
horrors we face is something the overwhelming major­
ity of people yearn for. That's why nearly every poli­
tician promises us these things during every election. 
The question people want answered is why do we have 
to live like this, and what can be done about it7 

It's just starting out in the wrong direction to say 
that war, unemployment and all the rest is "irrational" 
and leave it at that. To the working class and many 
others, this situation is definitely a tremendous waste­
and more, it's hell. But for the class of big business• 
men and the government that represents them, the 
only "rational" thing is to squeeze every dollar they 
can out of the working people hert! arid millions more 
like us around the globe. They can't act differently 
or they'd end up befng swallowed by their competitors 
and have to work for a living instead of being rich capi• 
talist parasites. That's the cause of unemployment,• 
war and all the rest . 

That's why waiting around for "this government" 
to meet "the real and pressing needs of all our people" 
is worse than a waste of time-it's a crime. Yet this 
is what these groups are asking us to do. In order to 
build our fight to deal with this situation we have to 
understand that the workers and others kept down by 
this system are the vast majority, while the parasites 
who live off us are only a tiny handful. We have to un­
derstand who are our friends and who are our enemies 
and what direction things have to go. 

This is the basic problem with these groups-they 
put out a lot of talk about "all the people" and cover 
up the fact that this country is divided into classes, 
into rulers and ruled. Like the capitalists themselves, 
they're full of contempt for the workers. They try to 
get the workers to support them with a few demands 
for things working people need, but they don't believe 
that workers can or even want to rise up and struggle 
against this system which holds them as little more 
than slaves. 

I mporialism No Mistake 

This is clearer ln wtlat they•re trylng to do whh 
their other main slogan ... For a B1ccn1onn1al Without· 
Colomes." In an ad in the da,Jy papers. the Puerto 
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Rican Socialist Party explained that in asking for in­
dependence for Puerto Rico "the rights we claim are 
the rights which Americans have jealously guarded for 
200 years." 

This is like saying that everyone in this country has 
had it great since the beginning and the problem is 
that we dorf"t let other countries have what we have. 
This is an insult to the working people of the U.S., 
who since it began have won what little we have fight­
ing tooth and nail against our employers and the whole 
damn ruling class. 

The problem isn't the workers, neither is it some 
"inconsistency" in the way our rulers apply "American 
principles." Our "founding fathers" didn't revolt a­
gainst the British because they were loyal to some ab­
stract principle of independence, but because they 
wanted to be free to make maximum profits. Although 
that revolution was a step forward at that time, it gave 
birth to the capitalist syst~m where the working class 
of this country slaves away for their benefit and whole 
nations are subjected to their plunder. This is the only 
"right" they've ever jealously guarded. 

These "rights" which the American ruling class de­
fends are directly opposite to everything the working 
class and the masses of people have fought fpr, both 
here and everywhere else where our rulers have set up 
shop. 

While they like to talk about their independence 
day, they themselves are modern-day imperialists far 
more than England's old King George. In order to free 
ourselves and our fellow workers and others oppressed 
by them in other countries. we can't waste any time 
trying to shame them by appealing to what they're 
"supposed" to stand for according to the lies they've 
told us-we have to build a movement that fights for our 
interests and fights against all their exploitation and 
aggression on every front. 

This is made even more important to understand 
because what's increasingly staring us in the face is the 
danger of world war between the rulers of this coun-
try and the capitalists now ruling the Soviet Union be­
hind a "socialist" mask. This kind of war could only 
be a war between bands of thieves over protecting and 
extending their robbery of people all over the world. 
That's why we have to expose this crime and the system 
behind it in order to mobilize people to fight against 
it. On this front, too, the leaders of the July 4th Coali­
tion stay silent, letting our rulers and those of the 
Soviet Union off the hook and trying to spread sleep­
ing powder in people's eyes in the face of a real and 
growing danger. 

Ahhough ou, ,u\•, wou\d certain\" 'Pfefe, th-at 
no O'NI -.\d M\'f\t\\ng llgains.t tMm on th•\r n\ttN.\-a'f. 
they know that people are gett,ng ""'ry mad about 
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Hawaii, April 12, 1976-Youth United to Fight Back July 4th set up a lively picket line outside Honolulu's State Em­
ployment Office demanding summer jobs for youth. 

Youth Organize to Fight Back 
Like most of us. youth don't have too much to cele• 

brate this Bicentennial year. Unemployment is sky 
high and government jobs for tho summer are being 
cut, like in Philadelphia, where the number of federally 
funded jobs for youth went from 17,000 last year to 
B,500. Cops and pushers cruise the streets, lying in 
wait. For millions of youth the only future this system 
has to offer 1s more unemployment, working at jobs 
at or below minimum wage, or joining the service to 
fight 1n one of their wars. 

Over the past two months youth around the country 
in cities like Detroit, Philadelphia and Chicago have 
been getting together and refusing to accept the condi­
tions they are forced to live with. Organlz.ations like 
Youth in Action in Philadelphia and Youth United to 
Fight Back July 4th (shown above) are uniting young 
people in their neighborhoods and high schools to. 
start fighting against the attacks the system brings 

down on them. and to unite the struggle of youth 
with the fight of the whole working class. 

Building for tho demonstration July 4th is an im­
ponant step in bringing the strength and spirit of youth 
to the struggle, On the 4th hundreds w,11 be marching 
in the youth contingent, marching side by side with 
working people around the country. Young people, 
who a few weeks ago were just hanging out, have been 
getting involved and going all out to their friends, leaf. 
letting their schools and taking up the work of the 
Rich Off Our Backs Coalition. 

Young people coming to the 4th are fired up because 
they see there is another choice. That they don, have 
to stomach the system and try to get by. That people 
can get together and fight back. Now plans are being 
made to keep on building that kind of youth movement 
after July 4th and for forming a nationwide revolution­
ary youth organization in the near future. ■ 
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We Have Fed bl Al 
For a Thousand Years 

We have fed you all for a thou11and years 
And here we are still dnfed. 

• But there's never a dollar of all your wealth 
That doesn't mark the workers dead. 
We have given our best to give you rest 
And you lie on crimson wool. 
But if blood be the price of all your wealth, 
Then Good God we have paid in full. 

There is never a mine blown skyward now 
But we 're buried a/rue for you. 
There is never a wreck drifts ihoreward now 
But we are its ghastly crew. 
Go reckon our dead by the forges red 
And the factories where we spin 
If blood be the price of your cursed wealth 
Good God! We haue paid it in. 

IVe haue fed you all for a thou,and years--
For that was our doom, you know, · 
From (he days when you chained us in your fields 
Th the st<i/u, a week ago 

You have taken our lives, and our babies and wiucs, 
And we're told it's your legal share; 
But if blood be the price of your lawful wealth 
Good God! We have. boUl(ht It fair! 

"We Hawe Fed You All For a ThouAnd Yun" lint 
appeared tif1 an IWW publication as a poem attributed 
to an "unknown proletarian." It has since been set to 

--F,omthi7Jepths was a popular 1llustrat1on among _workers at the turn ofi],e - -
century. It 15 full of the spirit of the working class rising up against its oppressors. 

This song was written for the July 4th demonstra~ 
tions by Prairie Fire. a working class couple in the San 
Francisco Bay Are1 which sings and composes songs 
that help advance the revolutionary struggle of the 
working class. Prairie Fire is one of many working 
dass singing groups that have developed in recent years~ 

Let's Get 'Em Off Ou- Backs 
(200 YEARS IS LONG ENOUGH!) 

When l get home from work each day 
ft feels like I jw;t worked 200 years. 
When T see all the bills l gotta pay 
Seems like it 'II take 200 years. f 
Now we hear: "Let us celebrate!" 
The latest bosses game. 
But who they cal/in' "us" 
When everyday we're fightin' them! 

Chorus: 
200 yean thu bicentennial u for. 
The rich want u, to alaue for them 200 more. 
200 yean thne para.ilea haue aucked our blood. 
Let', get 'em off our backa, 200 year, u long enough! 

'lliat mUlta been «>me party dumped 
That BritWt tl!O back then 200 years. 
And muata been «>me •tru88~ dumpin' 
BritWt tyranny back 200 years. • 
But ll!ndin' King George pac}rin' 
Made the rich hue (ne 
To build their own empirl! 
And chain UI in wage llauery ! 

Chorus 

Our cla.a built thu country, we have 
l.Abored we have llaued 200 year,. 
They 're the claas that runs it, ,tealin' 
All the wealth we 'ue made 200 ye,,n. 
'TPreir ru✓e ha, brcnJ.Kltf us nu:#Jery. 

Unemployment, criml!, and war. 
And every decent thing we have 
Our cla&:I has fought 'em for! -

Chorus 

They've hired the "finest minds" to find out 
How their system's gonna last 200 years. 
And they 're work in' overtime to couer up the past 

200 years. 
And they promise peace and plenty 
As they pla11 another war. 
But they 'ue got this little problem 
We're not takin' any more! 

Chorus 

To our class belongs the future, and it 
Jsn 't gonna wait 200 years. 
The rich man's time is up and he's 
Gonna get the gate in a few more years. 
With the(r system in museums 
With the relics of the past. 
We 'II build that bright future 
When the workers rule at last/ 

Chorus 

We 'II bring them down, their time is up 
200 years is long enough! 

Chorus 

... the Early Days 
Wherc'er a gouemme11t is found 
Two classes are by all confcss'd 
The wealthy and the poor. 
And here another truth I'll name 
Before I further go: 
77ie poor could hue without the rich 
As every man may /mow; 
But none that labor for their bread 
Could by the rich be spared, ' 
For 'tis to them they owe their wealth 
As oft it's been declared ... 

An excerpt of a poem that first 
appeared in an 1829 issue of the 
Mt!chanic, an early working class news• 
paper. The paem is ry pica I of the 
first stirrings of the U.S. working class, 
seeing all government as the tool of 
the rich which, at that time before 
working class revolutions, all were. 
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We Have Fed bl Al 
For a Thousand Years 

We haue fed you all for a thousand years 
And here we are still unfed. 

• But there's neuer a dollar of all your wealth 
That doesn't marh the workers dead. 
We haue given our best to giue you rest 
And you lie on crimson wool. 
But if blood be the price of all your wealth, 
Then Good God we have paid in full. 

There is neuer a mine blown skyward now 
But we're buried aliue for you. 
There is neuer a wreck drifts shoreward now 
But we are its ghastly crew. 
Go rBchon our dead by the forges red 
And the factories where we spin 
If blood be the price of your cursed wealth 
Good God! We have paid it in. 

We have fed you all for a thousand year­
For that was our doom, you hnow, .. 
From iiie,d.ays when you chained us in.your fields 
To the strike a weeh ago 
You have tahen our lives, and our babies and wives, 
And we're told it's your legal share; 
But if blood be the price of your lawful wealth 
Good God! We haue. boUl{ht it fair! 

.. We Have Fed You All For a Thousand Years" first 
appeared ·11 an IWW publication as a poem attributed 
to an "unknown proletarian." It has since been set to 
music. .,,\, 

--F,o~P~ popular illustration among workers at the_ turn o.'e:::r-s.­
century. It,. full of the spirit of the working class nslng up against.Its opp 

This song was written for the July 4th demonstra­
tions 'by Prairie Fire, a working class couple in the San 
Francisco Bay Area which sings and composes songs 
that help advance the revolutionary struggle of the 
working class. Prairie Fire is one of many working 
class singing groups that have developed in recent years. 

Let's Get 'Em Off Our Backs 
(200 YEARS IS LONG ENOUGH!) 

When I get home from work each day 
It feels like I just worked 200 years. 
When I see all the bills I gotta pay 
Seems like it'll take 200 years. 
Now we hear: "Let us celebrate!" 
The latest bosses game. 
But who they callin' "us" 
When everyday we're fightin' them! 

Chorus: 
200 years thia bicentennial ia for. 
The rich want us to ,Jave for them 200 more. 
200 years theae paruaite, have ,.ucked our blood. 
Let'• get 'em off our backs, 200 years ia long enough! 

That musta been ,ome party dumped 
That Britiah tea back then 200 year,. 
And mu,ta been ,ome 1truggle dumpin' 
Britiah tyranny back 200 yean. • 
But ,end in' Ktng George pack in' 
Made the rich he~ free 
To build their own empire 
And chain UB in wage ,Javery! 

Chorus 

Our cla6B built thia country, we have 
lAbored we have slaved 200 years. 
They 're the class that runs it, 11tea/in • 
All the wealth we'ue made 200 year7. 
'.T?icir rule hall t.n-ou&ht UII ,n~ry, 

Unemployment, crime, and WCIJ'. 
And every decent thing we haue 
Our class has fought 'em for! -

Chorus 

They've hired the "finest minds" to find out 
How their 5Ystem 's gonna last 200 years. 
And they 're worhin' overtime to cover up the past 

200 years. 
And they promise peace and plenty 
As they plan another war. 
But they've got this little problem 
We're not tahin' any more! 

Chorus 

To our class belongs the future, and it 
Jsn 't gonna wait 200 years. 
The rich man:S time is up and he's 
Gonna get the gate in a few more years. 
With their 5Ystem in museums 
With the .relics of the past, 
We'll build that bright future 
When the worhers rule at last! 

Chorus 

We'll bring them down, their time is up 
200 years is long enough! 

Chorus 

... the Early Days 
Where 'er a gouernmcnt Is found 
nuo classes are by all confess 'd 
The wealthy and the poor. 
And here another truth I'll name 
Before I further go: 
The poor could liue without the rich 
As euery man may /mow; 
But none that labor for their bread, 
Could by the rich be spared, 
For 'tis to them they owe their wealth 
As oft it's been declared ... 

A11 excerpt of a poem that first 
appeared In an 1829 Issue of the 
Mechanic, an early working class news· 
paper. Tho poem Is typical of the 
first stirrings of the U.S. working class, 
seeing all governm~nt as the tool of 
the rich which, at that time before 
working class revolutions, all were. 

isto 

This poster crystalized the feelings of r 
ward the shootings of students at Kent St 
Jackson State, Mississippi during the mass 
of students against the invasion of Cambo< 
1970. 

You qht be rich a, cream, 
And llrive you a coach and four hone team; 
But you can't keep the world from mouing around, 
A/Id Nat Tumer from gaining ground. 

You 'might be re.oder and writer too, 
Ard IDiMr than old Solomon tM Jew; 
Bu! jou can't keep the world from moving around, 
And Nat Turner from gaining ground. 

A;d i)lour name might be Cae,ar 1ure, 
, Ad lfpt you cannon can ,hoot a mile or more; 
&1 :i'ou can't keep the world from mouing around, 

~at Turner from gaining ground. 

a.sine Song 
ln 1831, Nat Turner led a revolt of slaves n Virgin• 

;, Although the revolt was betrayed and Nat Turn• 
.,was hung, the "'bellion struck fear into the hearts 
ofihe slavemasters and greatly inspired th~ slaves. The 
following song was written after the rebellion and re­
,na,ned popular among Blacks for many years. 

:::·ing With_ the Civil Rights movement of the '.50s Bl~:kl=-:· 
I to mass,ve Proportions reaching a high point int 

o ut1onary upsurge produced its culture of struggle. like the poster 



This poster crystallzed the feelings of millions to•· 
ward the shootings of students at Kent State, Ohio and 
Jackson State, Mississippi during the massive upheaval 
of students against the invasion of Cambodia in May, 
1970. 

You rnf,ht be rich as cream, 
And drive you a coach and four hone team; 
But you can't keep the world from moving around, 
And Nat Tumer from gaining ground. 

You 'might be ~er and writer too, 
And IDiaer than old Solomon the Jew; 
But jou can't keep the world from moving around, 
And Nat Turner from gainin/{ ground. 

And 11our name might be Caemr ,ure, 
, And got you cannon can ,hoot a mile or more; 

But :,k,u can't keep the world from moving around, 
A.,iJj;Nat na-n.r from ,aininl lfl"Ound. 

a Slave Song 
In 1831, Nat Turner led a revolt of slaves in Virgin· 

ia. Although the revolt was betrayed and Nat Turn-
er was hung, the rebellion struck fear into the hearts 
of the slavemasters and greatly inspired the slaves. The 
following song was written after the rebellion and re­
mained popular among Blacks for many years. 

911rtlng With the Civil Rights movement of the '50s Black people's str~le 
oJ . to massive proportions, reaching a high point in the late '60s. Th15 rev• 

11110~ry upsurge produced its culture of struggle, like the poster above. 
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SH0U.D I EVER BE A SOLDER 

"Should I Ever be a Soldier" was writ­
ten by Joe Hill, a member of the Industrial 
Workers of the World who was framed up 
and executed by the authorities in Utah 

We're spending billions every year 
for guns and ammunition 
"Our Army" and "Our Nauy"dear 
to keep in good condition 

in 1915. The IWW was a revolutionary 
working class organization in the early 
1900s that made important contributions 
to the struggle. including opposing im­
perialist war. It fell apart due to political 
weaknesses but many of their songs, like 
the popular "Solidarity Forever," remain 
sharp and to the point today. 

While millions live in misery 
And millions die before us 
Don't sing "My Country, 'tis of thee," 
But sing thi.8 little chorus: 

Should I euer be a 110ldier 
'Neath the Red Flag I would fight; 
Should the gun I euer shoulder, 
It's to crush the tyrant, might. 

The 
Big 
Strike 

Join the army of the toiler,, 
Men and women fall in line ... 

The following excerpt and poem are from ~ 
Grut Strike by Mike Quin, an outstanding writer for 
the working class who oontributed often to the Com· 
munist.Party newspaper. The 1934 San Francisco 
General Strike wew out of a strike on the long• 
shore, after two worlcers -re gunned down by the 
polite. 

Stop in your traclu, you pa,«r-by; 
Uncover your doubting hmd. 
~ workingmen are on their way 
7b bury their murdered dmd. 

The men who aowed their strength tn work, 
And reaped a crop of lie, 
Are marching by. Oppression•• doom 
I, written in their eyes. 

Th ..-.ricola bepn_Jl 12:30 "6d>in tbe IJ..A ball. They were ample 
and stark. A spokesman for the ILA began, "We are here to pay the 
respects of union labor to you, Howard Sperry, and you, Nicholas 
Bordoi.se--to bid you farewell." 

The harsh clanging of a bell cut in on his words. He paused a 
moment while everyone listened. It was the ironic clanging of .a 
nearby Belt Line locomotive shunting boxcars with,the aid of a scab 
crew. 

The longshoreman continued in a tense voice. He spoke of the 
supreme sacrifice of the fallen men, the challenge of the Industrial 
Association, and pledged over the two coffins that the fight would 
continue until victory. 

The coffins were carried down the narrow stairway and placed on 
trucks. Three additional trucks followed bearing flowers. 

A union band struck up the slow cadence of the Beethoven funeral 
march. The great composer's music was never applied more fittingly 
to human suffering. Slowly-barely creeping-the trucks moved out 
into Market Street. With slow, rhythmic steps, the giant procession 
followed. Faces we.re hard and serious. Hats were held proudly across 
chests. Slow-pouring like thick liquid, the great mass flowed out onto 
Market Street. 

Streetcarmen stopped their cars along the line of march and stood 
silently, holding their uniform caps across their chests, holding their 
heads high and firm. 

Not one smile in the endless blocks of marching men. Crowds on 
the sidewalk, for the most part, stood with heads erect and hats re­
moved. Others watched the procession with fear and alarm. Here 
and there well-dressed businessmen from Montgomery Street stood 
amazed and impressed, but with their hats still on their heads. Sharp 
voices shot out of tbe line of march: "Take off your hat!" 

The tone of voice was extraordinary. The reaction was immediate. 
With quick, nervous gestures, the businessmen obeyed. 

Hours went by, but still the marchers poured onto Market Street, 
until the whole length of the street, from the Ferry Building to Valen­
cia, was filled-with silent, marching men, women, and children. 

Not a policeman was in sight throughout the whole enormous area. 
Longshoremen wearing blue armbands directed traffic and presided 
with an air of authority. No police badge or whistle ever received 
such instant respect and obedience as the calm, authoritative voices 
of the dock workers. 

Labor was burying its own. 

That night across the bay at a meeting of the Alameda County 
Labor Council a brief and businesslike resolution was passed calling 
on all unions to take an immediate general strike vote. A committee 
of seven was appointed, not to "investigate," but to proceed with the 
organization of "an effective General Strike." ■ 
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Philly Demo ... 
Continued from Page 1 
frightens them. 

They can't stand the thought of the demands of the 
working class for Jobs or Income Now! being raised 
amidst the speeches about how this country is the land 
of opportunity. Or that a Tent City of the unemployed 
would be set up while they proclaim the virtues of 
their system. 

Least of all can the capitalsits stomach the idea of 
the banner "We've Carried the Rich for 200 Years­
Let's Get Them Off Our Backs I" being raised at the 
very moment when we are to be told that the people 
rule the country by the will of the majority, rich and 
poor alike. 

As The Worker goes to press, on the eve of the de­
monstrations, the authorities are still trying to ham­
string or stifle some of these activities, yet it is clear 
that the demonstration will take place, the demands 
will ring out, the presence of the working class will 
be felt. This itself is a result of the struggle of the peo­
ple. 

Blow for Blow Struggle 

From the beginning, the Rich Off Our Backs-July 
4th Coalition resisted every attempt to ban the demon­
stration, to paint it as a dangerous band of terrorist 
malcontents, and efforts to set up conditions for a po­
lice riot. 

By calling for troops and denying permits the City 
made it clearer what the Bicentennial show was all 
about. It made it clear how badly they wanted to 
grab the spotlight for themselves and their own pro­
paganda. It helped explode the very myth of freedom 
and democracy for all that the Bicentennial hoopla is 
supposed to spread. After they came under increasing 
fire for refusing permits and threatening troops, Rizzo 
and Co. came up with yet another proposal: require 
the Coalition to put up a $50,000 bond for each day 
of demonstrations! What better example than this of 
democracy "if the price is right?" 

The Coalition went to the workers of Philadelphia 
and took the capitalists' lies head on. They refused to 
be painted as terrorists or crazies seeking to provoke 
violence and disruption; at the same time making it 
clear that the maneuvers were but one more abuse. one 
more injustice of the capitalists on top of the whole 
series of other outrages of the rule of the capitalists­
another reason to dcmonn[ate m the ueeu on July 

4th. 
Mayor Rizzo has tried to establish an image of him­

self as a John Wayne, the fearless quick gun who pro­
tects the upright citizens of Philadelphia from the for­
ces of evil. But when he was on a television show push­
ing his hogwash, members of the Coalition picketed 
the studio and a few went inside to repeat in public the 
Coalition's challenge to Rizzo for a debate. The Mayor 
scurried off the television with his tail between his 
legs and sent a flunkey to a courtroom (where a hear­
ing was going on over the permit question) to whine 
and whimper about the Coalition's "disruption." 

All of the controversy around the demonstration 
created a situation ,n Philly where the plans for the 
demonstration were the talk of the town. When Coal­
ition spokesmen appeared on a radio talk show, the 
demonstration raged as the subject of discussion for 
48 hours. The main slogan, "We've Carried the Rich 
for 200 Years-Let's Get Them Off Our Backs!" be­
came a frequent topic of conversation and struggle. 

Movement Builds 

The Unemployed Workers Organizing Committee 
(UWOC) and the Vietnam Veterans Against the War 
(VVAW). two of the groups initiating the Coalition, 
held demonstraiions on May 20 at the Philadelphia 
City Hall and June 1 at the Germantown unem­
ployment office, actions which brought out the de­
mands of the July 4th demonstration as key fights of 
the unemployed and veterans, and which brought out 
how the Bicentennial actions were a key battle facing 
the working class. 

Similarly, a demonstr~tion was held in mid-June in 
the Trenton, N.J. unemployment office. This demon­
stration, too, focused attention on the July 4th acti• 
ties as a way to advance the struggle for Jobs or In­
come and build it as part of the broader struggle of the 
whole class. 

Despite all attempts to stop the demonstration, mo­
mentum kept building. In cities across the country, 
from Honolulu to Boston, tens of thousands of posters 
went up, hundreds of thousands of leaflets were dis• 
tributed, all carrying the same message: On to Philadel­
phia! Confront the high and mighty with the real 
struggles and interests of the working class while they 
are celebrating their rule over us and telling us to join 
the festivities! 

In city after city thousands of workers echoed the 
sentiments of the Coalition's Manifesto: "Nol We will 

not celebrate their rule." UWOC's thermometer, mea­
suring the progress in obtaining signatures on their 
Jobs or Income Now! petition that was brought to the 
Bicentennial, inched higher toward the 250,000 mark. 

In the press and on thousands of street corners the 
Coalition got the word out. More and more workers 
expressed support for the actions and outrage at the 
performance of the capitalists in trying to prevent the 
demands and growing strength of the working class 
from being felt at the Bicentennial. In many cities 
building actions were held to mobilize for the Fourth. 
VVAW took over the Statue of Liberty to protest cuts 
in the GI Bill and to call on veterans to join the demon­
strations. 

In one auto plant near Milwaukee two hundred 
workers gathered at lunch time to hear about the plans . 
for the demonstration-hundreds more listened out the 
windows. Only a few days earlier workers at the plant 
had been refused fans in sweltering heat while the boss­
es painted the walls red, white and bluer 

As this struggle developed, the capitalists began to 
back off from their plans to ban the demonstration. 
They were even fighting among themselves about what 
to do. Daily papers in Philadelphia came out in favor 
of granting permits, fearing that Riuo's scheme was 
backfiring and helping to expose that democracy in 
the U.S. is for the rich. The Coalition took the city of 
Philadelphia to court. Officials countered by dragging 
a low-life police inspired liar to invent tales of violence 
and disruption. But faced with the sentiments of the 
people and the momentum building for the demon­
stration, the judge was forced to come across with 
some concessions. 

A press release from the Coalition said, "The federal 
courts were forced to recognize our right to a march 
and rally arid a Workers History Pavilion, without the 
$50,000 a day price tag the City wanted to put on our 
right to political expression. This is a partial victory." 

But the release pointed out that the court still re­
fused permits for Tent City, the evening of working 
class culture, and kept the march out of the center 
of the city. The Coalition called this "a slap in the 

War ... 
Continued from Page 2 
to join with them to defend the country they must· 
b8 opposeo, even wnen th y point to the military 
might of the Soviet Union. All they can mean is de­
fending U.S. society the way it is-with them on top. 
They mean defending their rule-a social system that 
results in the cancers of crises and seemingly inevit-
able wars. They want to "defend the country" because 
they want to preserve their rule as slavedrivers and over­
lords over the workers and others in this country. But 
why JS it in our interest to defend their rule against 
another set of international exploiters, to pick between 
international gangsters for protection from a rival gang? 

Still, when it comes right down to it, is there a 
choice? The media pushes the idea of "peace through 
strength." They pose the alternative: either we build 
up U.S. weapons systems or face the danger of Russian 
bombs landing on major U.S. Cities in the future. 

Is it a fact that sticking with the imperial,sts and 
their war preparations will mean less misery and destruc­
tion for the working class? Exactly the opposite is 
true. In Vietnam. for example, the U.S. imperialists 
talked about "light at the end of the tunnel." But 
they kept up their aggressoon and the war dragged 
on year after year, sometimes seeming loke it would 
never end. It was only the struggle of the Vietnamese 
people combined with a powerful anti-war movement 
in the U.S. that finally ended it. Sticking with the 
imperialists in their war preparations and war efforts 
can only mean more prolonged destruction. The more 
arms they build up, the more they rally us to their 
side, the lonser and more destructive their war will be. 

Even If the U.S. wins another war, th is will not pro­
tect our families and communities. A victory for the 
U.S. would mean the imperialists would contjnue to 
rule society. The U.S. imperialists advert,sed World 
War 1 as the "war to end all wars," but the imperial-
ists who survived only dragged the world into still more 
wars. And just like their rule has led to crises and 
wars In the past, so too would it lead to more crises 
and a fourth world war, until finally they arc over­
thrown and their criminal system is put 1n the museum 
of history. 

When all is said and done the imperialists of both 
superpowers pose two alternatives to the masse, of 
people should a war break out: either it ends in a vic­
tory for the U.S. or a victory for the Soviets. And of 
course each makes it seem loke their defeat would be 
the worst of all possible worlds. 

But why are these the only two alternatives? Isn't 
there something workers can do in their own class in­
terests? Why does such a war have to end with the 
victory or defeat of the present, capitalist governments? 

face" and vowed to fight it. "People see through this 
attack on the demonstration that will speak to their 
needs and aspirations and the mass anger around this 
will not let it happen." 

No sooner had the capitalists been beaten back 
somewhat on one front when they attacked on another. 
They again ran out their demand for bond money-
this time $25,000 for the Workers History Pavilion. 
And they began trotting out more politicians to attack 
the demonstration. 

They have tried to muddy up the waters by lump­
ing the forces of the Coalition with some others 'who 
are also demonstrating during the capitalists' Bicenten­
nial, trying to make the whole thing confusing and . 
hard to figure out why working people are demon­
strating. They have made the startling revelation that 
revolutionaries and communists are involved in the 
demonstrations, when hundreds of thousands around 
the country who have read any Coalition literature 
know full well that the Revolutionary Communist 
Party is one of the sponsoring organizations and is 
proud to be associated with a demonstration that takes 
on the capitalists around such an important political 
event as the Bicentennial. 

When all else fails they revert to their original policy 
of trying to smother it by silence, keeping the reporters 
away from Coalition press conferences and so on. 

The struggle to have the demonstration, and the 
demonstration itself, have been a fight between the 
forces of the working cla~s and masses of people in 
this country on the one side and on the other the 
handful of exploiters who hold power and squeeze 
fortunes out of the work of millions. We come up 
against them constantly, in our strikes, in all our fights 
on every front where we have to battle to be kept from 
being pushed into the dirt. 

Now, during the Bicentennial, we are aiming our 
blow not just at one exploiter but their whole rotten 
class. We are taking an important step, a step that will 
help us to aim all our fights against this same class of 
parasites and their rule over us, a step building for the 
day when we will get them off our backs. ■ 

While this view makes perfect sense to the capitalists, 
it is losers' logic for the working class. In fact, there 
is a third alternative: for the workers in this country 
together with our class brothers and sisters in the 
USSR and elsewhere in the imperialist world to rise 
up in revolution, overthrow these oppressors and end 
the war in a victory for the working class. 

This, in a nutshell, is the communisr view of the 
wvar no""' being prepared by Cht' superpo11Vors. Wo stand 

for the elimination ot war, but to eliminate it, iu 
source, imperialism, must be wiped out bv working 
class revolution. 

The imperialists do not allow the working class 
the freedom to stand aside from their wars. They drag 
the workers off to fight for them, while they give the 
orders and reap the proftis. In doing so they create an 
explosive contradiction. one for example, that blew up 
in their face in the GI revolts in Vietnam. When they 
place guns in the workers hands and tell them to shoot 
down their fellow workers, there is no choice but to 
organize against them on this front. The weapons they 
order the workers to use, to prop up their rule on the 
broken bodies of millions, must be turned into weapons 
against them and their system which breeds destruction. 

War and Revolution 

Revolution is the only way to prevent world war.' 
• Should the U.S. and USSR drag the world into another 

war for their empires of profit our stand must be: they 
make us shed our blood, but let us not shed it for 
them. Let's shed it for ourselves, our class, and a fu­
ture for mankind free from their rule and free from 
their wars. 

The imperialist system breeds wars fought slave vs. 
slave to decide which, slave master will reap the biggest 
pile of loot. The stand of the workers of all countries 
must be to convert th is war into a war of the slaves 
against the slaveowners. 

Imperialist war is a barbarous crime, a blood debt 
owed by the imperialists and their criminal svnem. 
Millions of workers and millions of others hate it and 
must and will struggle against it. It stands as an indict• 
ment of the system, a horrible waste that mankind 
will move far beyond once we rid ourselves of the rule 
of these exploiters. 

As the Programme of the Revolutionary Commun­
ist Party says, "Even if they do launch such a war, with 
all the suffering 1t will bring to the people throughout 
the world, it will only hasten their own downfall and 
the end of imperialism ... in launching a third world war 
the imperialists, especially the rulers of the U.S-. and ' 
the USSR would further expose their barbarous nature 
deepen the determination of the people of the world ' 
to bury them once and for all and give rise to a revolu­
tionary storm shaking the world as never before." It 
IS with this goal in mind, with this hope for the future 
despite all hardships, that the RCP is joining with many 
others to take out the working class stand and slogan 
"We Won't Fight Another Rich Man's Warl" ■ 



Police G1a1 Down Hundreds 

Rebellions Shake 
South Africa 

The anger of black people in South Africa boiled 
over In a tremendous wave o1 protest in June. The 
South African uprising begin when police tried to stop 
1 demonstration of over 10,000 high school and gram­
mar school studenu in Soweto protesting a govern­
ment order that their courses be taught in Afrikaaner. 
the language of the most powerlul section of South 
Africa's white rulers. Police fired on them with tear 
gas, pistols and machine guns, leaving many dead. The 
students fought back with rocks, 1tlcks and whatever 
else they could get their hands on, killing two govern­
ment officials. 

This m,ss demonstration and the reprenion against 
lt sparked other huge prottsu aaosa the country. In• 
eluding workers in the btack township of Soweto 
where the f1nt outbreak occurred and other workers 
in Johannesburg and other cities. AJ the'pollce and 
authorities tried to drown these spreading flames with 
blood, killing hundreds, still more protesu broke out, 
including at least one uniting both whites and blatks 
and Hveral by students at all-white universities. 

The outbreak o·f demonstrations, the burning hatred 
of the people in South Africa at the gunning down of 
their brothers and sisten, the condemnation around 
the world-ell of this spells even greater trouble for 
the Sooth African apartheid system of racial opprcss1on 
and strict aegregatlon, oppression rooted In the exploi­
tation of the black masses by the capitalists of South 
Africa and abroad. 

U.S. Business 

This Is why Henry Kissinger met with South African 
Prime Minister Vorster for what he called a "business· 
like discussion," ewn II the South African government 
was In the midst of brutal repression of the uprising. 

The mam bus,ness the rulers of this country have 
In South Africa Is $1 billion In Investments, spread out 
among 400 U.S. corporotlons. Almost every mojor 
American employer ,s 1nwolwd. from Stand•d 0,1 to 
lnt.,,,.,loMI Hen.tw. from Ford end Chryt.., to the 

n .1. deeolv houoli1 ntn So fr df mond 

the I H plant slaving away to make the company's profits! 
South Africa's 18 million blacks are restricted to 

nine reservations called "homelands," comprising only 
13%bl South Africa's tenitory. The othtr 87% is 
open only to the 4.1 mill Ion whites. Africans are given 
permission to leave these reservations for only one 
porpose: to work and product l)foflu for the South 
African ruling class and the foreign capitalists operating 
there. In order to leave one of thue "homelands," 
according to tht government's Pau Laws, a black Afri• 
can must have permission stamped in his pass. With• 
out It they an bt arrested on the spot. 

Africans who are allowed to leave these "homelands" 
aro forced to live in all-black urban concentration 
camps like Soweto, where over 1 million people are 
crowded Into 102,000 4-room shanties. three-fourths 
of which have no electricity and less than half have 
cold running water. Blacks may not own these "homes" 
and can be expelled immediately if their work and 
attitude no longer suit the authorities. 

History of Reslsunce 

Oppression breeds resistance, and the black people 
have resined all this at every point. A quarter of a 
million black South Africans gathered at Sharpsville 
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in 1960 for a demonstration ag11nst the Pass Laws. 
Police opened fire on the demonstrators, killing 72 
men, women and children. 

Because of this the apartheid government was rocked 
with crisis, but U.S. banks rushed in with $85 million 
in aid to shore it up. Much of this was spent on arms, 
which the U.S. government justified as being for South 
Africa's defense. But a former South African Minister 
of Defense explained what they were really trying to 
defend themselves from: "Do not think we are arming 
to fight a foreign army. We are arming to shoot down 
the black masses." This oould not quench the fires of 
nruggle, though, which are burning atill hotter today. 

Conditions are now even worse for black Africans 
• in South Africa, and even more U.S. and European 

capital has flooded in. And even as revolution Is raging 
through tha southern end of the African continent, 
throwing off, One by one, the colonial regimes that had 
kept people In bondage, the U.S. capitalists are still 
desperately trying to save what they can in South 
Africa. In fact, just before he left to mee·t with the 
South African Prime Mininer, Kissinger declared that 
the U.S. was willing to negotiate with black forces in 
neighboring Rhodesia and Southwett Africa (controllld 
by South Afroca)-if only that would let the South 
African apanheid government la.st "for a longer period 
of time." 

But while the 1mperialiSU who rule the U.S. havt 
been able to prolong the hfe of the South African 
government for a while, thty have created a powder 
keg which will axplode in their faces. The fury of the 
masses of black Afrlans shown in Soweto last month 
Is the fury of an oppressed people rising up to smash 
down their oppressor-a force that no amount of 
vicious rtprusion can keep down for long. The days 
of the South African apartheid regime are numbe!ed. ■ 

Because the apartheid system means that black peo 
pie have hardly any rights at all and are kept down by 
open armed force. the black workers who are 90% of 
the workforce there art the real "gold mine" for the 
capitallsts. In the mines, they haw to work 60-72 
hours a week for a take home pay of about $30 a 
month. In the auto planu, they get 1n average of 53 
cenu an hour. No wonder the head of International 
Harvester's South African subsidiary once ntd, "I am 
sympathetic to what the South African government 1s 
trying to do. I don't want hundreds of Africans run­
ning around In front of my house." He wants them in 

New l,nguage '!'9ulatlons impos«J by the South Afrlc.n governtMnt w,,r, OM •bUIJIJ too ma,y. Black itudona f•unch• 
ed d1monstrat1ons In Soweto which grew Into , natlonwfd• 110,m of 1truggle. 

Rubber ... 
Continued from Pa90 3 
that scab production at the struck plants must be stop• 
ped. Behind this lies a growing sense of the need for 
organization and the need to do what has to be done 
to win the strike. 

One ex.ample of how this IS developing was at the 
recent metting of General Tire workers following 1n 

1mporunt court injunction ordering them back 10 work. 
Rank and file strikers in Akron o,ganized a picket line 
outside the union hall calling for a strike while work-
en from Gtneral Tire inside the meeting demanded 
that the union leadership give the company a five day 
strike notice. They weren't a~e to beat back the union 
officials this time but it represented more ooordlna• 
tion than previously and the men are still organized to 
go out again at General while the st,ikers are getting 
ready to shut down Mohawk. 

Another development was at the June 19 mass 
picket 11 General Tire when the police came and o,­
dered the men to let a truck through. The local un,on 
officials scurried to get the men to comply. In the past 
the men reluctantly went along with these leaders. 
But this time things were different. "Why should we 
let them through;' they shouted and they ignored the 
officials' warning and police threats and kept the plant 
shut down completely. 

The underst,nding of the workers and the poten• 

tlal development of rank and file organization hat been 
sp,urred on by the strike. The strike itself has raised 
questions among the workers about the general dlrec• 
tion in which things are heading in society. Discussions 
on the strike lines have ranged hom tactics and the 
significance of the International boycott of Firestone 
products, to who oontrols the courts. 

At the June 18 rally one of the most popular chanu, 
ooined by rank and filers. was "In the courts the Qame 
that's known ,s Firestone," a takeoff on the company's 
ad jingle. Several VtQrkers came with homemade signs 
to that rally reading "200 Years-For What?" A large 
support contingent organized by the Rich Off Our 
Backs-July 4th Coalition from the Cle11eland/Akron 
area, carrying the banner 'We've Carried the Rich for 
200 Years-let's Get Them Of-f Our Backs I" was warm­
ly welcomed mto the lines of the march. At the rally 
members of the Coallt1on sang a solidarity song and 
gavo a speech on the demonstration in Philadelphia. 
They received tremendous applause and several work­
en 11id they wanted to come. 

Broad Support for Strike 

Increasingly, ties are being forged between the rub• 
bit' strikers and other workers. Solidarity message, 
have been sent from other rubber workers' locals, Con­
tingents of unemployed workers have shown up in WP· 
port of the rubber workers at the Akron rally. Special 
leaflets explaining the importance of the strike and us 
links with auto have been distributed In Detroit and 
in the Cleveland/Akron area by Auto Workers United 
to Ftght in 76, rank and filers organizing for the UAW 
oontract which expires in September. 

Funds are needed to help maintain this strike. Sup­
port resolutions can be p,s:s,e,d In loc,ls and where11er 

possible workers can join the picket Imes. Support 
the boyoou of Firestone tires. Mon of all the word 
must go out that the rubber workers are banllng 
for all of us. ■ 

Dead End ... 
Continued from Page 5 
things in this country and they have to deal with that, 
Especially 11nce lately fewer and fewer peopte believe 
anything our rulers tell us, It's very convenient for 
them to have some so-called "radicals" go around tell­
ing people looking for an answer that they should SOITM• 

how "pressure the govtmmtnt to make the system 
work," Instead of rebelling against It. 

Our point of view Is that only by our own nruggle 
will we w,n what wt need. That's why we raise our 
slogans and demands •ound the Blcentenn1al not as 
curt-all gimmicks, but as part of building a fight aimed 
squarely at the cap1t11tu class. Built in this way, the 
Bicentennial demonrtrauon can help strengthen the 
growmg working class movement, make 1t more united 
and conscious of its direction and goaJs. We aim to 
come out of this stronger-with mort organization and 
more understanding to carry on the fight against the 
nch exploiters. 

These advances would be impossible if we didn't 
put out and organize around a line that reflects how 
things really are-or if for the sake of a phony "uniry" 
•around a wrong line we threw away our cha,ce to 
unite the broad millions of the working class and its 
allies to move things ahead long 1her the Bicentennial 
ls gone. ■ 

l 



Edicion Especial Nacional para el 4" de Julio 

iHemos Cargado A Los 
·Ricos Por 200 Aiios-

:E:!~~~,Aguanta,"!o~!'lcis! 
pueblo americano. Al mismo momenta en que supues- ; 1 
tamente debieramos celebrar, miles de obreros em­
pleados y desempleados, veteranos, estudiantes y jo­
venes est.in marchando en las calles de Filadelfia pro­
clamando, "Hemes Cargado a los Rices por 200 Anos­
Ya No Aguantamos Mlsl" Estamos confrontando a 
los gobernantes de este pals, quienes se reunen en 
Filadelfia para trompetear la grandeza de su sistema, 
con dos de las m,, importantes demandfs de la clase 
obrera: Trabajos o lngresos Ahoral y No Vamos a 
Pelear Otra Guerra por los Ricosl 

Estas demostraciones estin tomando lugar a pesar 
del hecho de qt.ie desde ya hace cinco meses las auto­
ridades de Filadelfia, actuando por parte de toda la 
clase dominante de este pa{s, han utilizado cada tram­
pa, mentira y maniobra para tratar de estropear las 
protestas o hasta prohibirlas totalmente. 

Al comienzo no queri'an dar las licencias para las 
actividades proyectadas. Luego, cuando a pesar de 
esto ,a Coo.l\clOn proscgufa a todo vapor Fepar\1 ndo 
mil• de ..,,.,_ V orpnlundo I mlln de gante • 
venir a la demostraci6n, el Alcalde de Filadelfia Frank 
Riuo empezd' a propagar mentira5 tocante a como 
Filadelfia iba a llenarse de terroristas y locos, y de­
mando 15,000 tropas f derals para proteger la cere-
monia de "desordenes." -

Pero el Senate Internal Security CojTtmittee (com­
ite de seg_uridad interior del Senado, sucesoral House 
Un-American Activities Committee y Joe McCarthy) 
clarifico que tipo de "desorden" los ricos y pcderosos 
temen. SegUn el informe del Comite, los obreros, 
veteranos, estudiantes y jovenes podrian llevar a cabo 
"una demostraci6n bien planeada la que podrl3 quitar 
la atenci6n del pUblico del acto oficial y del Presidente 
Ford y otras figuras nacionales en Filadelfia." 

A pesar de todos sus planes, temen que 1,! ~scara 
en su espect8culo seri arrancada por unas millares de 
manifestantes. Los capitalistas han planeado su fiesta 
del Bicentenario para fortalecer la ilusi6n que son los 
"llderes naturales" del pals, y para propagar el mito de 
que el capitalismo es la ffljs avanzada form. de la so· 
ciedad humana y que durara para siempre, y de que la 
gente americana se ve feliz y satisfecha viviendo bajo 
et dominio de los banqueros billonarios y duenc>S de 
corJX)raciones. 
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Pero no hay ningun esct,.., feliz de ser esdavizado. 
Los patrones scben perlecumente que los mile,; de 
manifestantes en Filadelfia reflejan los sentimientos 
de millones mis. MSs que nada, no quieren que la 
fiesta de ,u dominio se1 utilizada como una oportuni• 
dad pcra confrontar su h1bladurr1 de "I• unidad de 
todos americanos" con las verdaderas luchas y intereses 
de la clase obrera. 

Por SU.Puerto los patrones no quieren ver a los 
veteranos marchando en las calles proclamando, "No 
Vamos a Pelear Otra Guerra por los Ricos" al precise 
memento en que ellos tratan de hacernos orgullosos 
de las guerras pasadas a las cuales ellos nos han llevado. 
y al momento en que nos d1cen que es nuestro deber 
irnos a la guerra cuando sea necesario para proteger 
sus ganancias. Les da miedo la vista de Jovenes V 
estudiantes, quienes ellos oonsideran como futura carne 
de caii"on, demostrando contra el futuro que los patro· 
nes tienen proyectado para ellos. 

Tienen asco al pensar del Pabell6n de la H1stona 
Obrera colocado al lado de los pabellones de los monu­
polios. no para vender algdn producto pintado de rojo, 
blanex> y azul, ni para propagar las mentiras de los cap,-
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Proclamacion clela ·eoalicion ''va No 
Aguantamos Mas los Ri_cos'' del 4° de Julio 

1976-millones de gente buscando trabajo, y aun ~, botados a la calle con cada cierre de fabnca. 
.Los todavla trabajando est3n agotados hast.a morrr. encadenados a la maquinaria de los patrones. 
Nuestras ciudades se estiln hundiendo. Esta-n cerrados hospitales, 'escuelas y estaciones de bomberos. 
Ed,fici'os oonstruidos a medias quedan al lado de caseri'os arruinados. M3s y mas se tocan los tam· 
bores de guerra otra vcz. Todo esto entre mentiras de la "recuperaci6n" econ6mica y los fuegos 
artificiales de celebraciOn. 

Nol No es para eso por lo que hemos trabafado tan duro. Eso no es el futuro que queremos para 
nuestros hijos. Enfrentamos mil abusos. No podemos y no vamos a vivir asi. 

Nuestra clase, la clase obrera, hombres y mujcres de toda nacionalidad, producemos y construimos 
todo. Pero ellos, la clase capitalista, nos qui tan todo. Son duerios de lo que nunca han hecho-las 
fabricas, minas y banoos. Siendo duei"ios de todo, se adueilan de todo lo que producimos, dej3ndonos 
tener SOio lo necesario para vivir y seguir trabajando mas coma esclavos para ellos. 

Nos roban del fruto de nuestro trabajo Y lo pervierten. Cada uno de ellos roba todo a su alcanc:e, 
y tratan _de mantenernos seperados a nosotros. Su empuje irrefrenable para ganancias es la causa de 
oomo malogra toda la sociedad. Crisis tras crisis, guerra tras guerra. injusticia tras injusticia. Diez 
generaciones de ganancias exprimidas de dlez generaciones de nuestres vidas. 

Toda nuestra historia es prueba de esto. Hemos luchado por todo lo bueno Que ex1ste en este 
pals. No somos animales. pero asi' quieren que vivamos. Nuncal Ni en el 1776. el 1876 ni el 1976. 
Nuestra historia estl llena de tempestades de reslstencia, en que nos levantamos y nos mantuvimos 
firmes. Somos hombres y mujeres-nunca seremos esdnos. Somos el espinazo de todo el pals, con 
la fuerz.a de milloneo. Elles son un punado de asesinos y capatnes de esclcvos, pudriindose alln 
mientr• pelean para coger m.S. 

1976 ... estos ladrones llaman • todos P&r• celebrar con ellos. Unidad nacional7 Nunca. Todoo 
ooidos y felizes7 Nunc.a. No vamos a celebrar su dominio. A pesar de sus mentiras repugnantes y 
su fanfarronada interminable. no tenemos nada en comtln con ellos. Para ellos-200 100S de yqueo. 
Para nosotros-200 ail'os de esclcvitud y opreoi6n. Todo que tienen nos han quitado I nosotros. 
Todo Jo que necesitcmos lo hemos 1ITanado I ellos con luch& agria. Elles y su sed inuci1bl1 por 
ganancia.s son lo que le cierra el paso a nuestra lucha por una vida mejor y 1.61 futuro mis brillantt 
para nuestros hijos. 
• C.Ompan'eros obrerosl Hoy dla como antes nuestra clase HU luchando contra todo 1bu.so-en las 
l(neas de piquete yen los sitios de trabaio. en las comunidades y en todas panes I traffl de la socie­
dad. Nuestra lucha es Justa. y nuestras demandas son justas. Avcnzando esa lucha el 4 de Julio en 
Filadelfia, proclamaremos especialmente nuestra demanda por "TrabaJos O lngresos Ahoral" Y 
nuestra determinacidn que "No vamos a pelear en otra guern por los ricosl .. 

Tenemos la fueru para movitiurnos. Tenemos la capacidad de unir todas las bat1ll1s, toda la 
gente, todo el CX>raje acerca de como estamos forzados a v1v1r. El futuro es nuertro. Somos ll Unica 
fuerza que puede llevar las cosas para delante, y estamos resueltos a romper las cadenas. 

Ya cs hora de juntar todas nuestras fuerzas, de unir todas nuestras batallas. Como siempre hemos 
luchado contra ellos, vamos a luchar en el dia que han ehg1do par1 celebrar su domin,o sanguinario. 
Nos juntaremos. millares de nosotros. para exponer su.s cri'menes Y desarrollar nuestro movimlento 
en aquel dla y para las grandes baullas Quo v1enen. ' 

Adelanto a Filadelfial 
Hemos cargado a los ricos por 200 aOos-ya no aguantamos misJ 

u Coalici6n "Ya No AguanlJJmos Mi& las Ricos" de/ 4 de Julio. /niciada por Vereranos de v· 
Ccnrra la Gu,:rr11, Ccmirt! Organizador de Ob~= o-mpleados, Partido Comunlna R 1 ;rn~ 
y la Brigada Revolucion11ria Enudimril. ell'O UC nar,o, 
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Protesta Despistada 
Fotnenta Confusion 

contra Brwt- P0f1I\II ,...,., 
lbc'lrac:tos de independendli. pa-o 
~WI tstar hbns para l'Mlttllf 

Ailnqw aquella Ml lud6n .. un J)l90 ~ lldelant• 
1 imponantt ffl equal tiffr4,o, d10 1 li,t el • -
cap,1lllst1 bljo tl cu.I la cl- brwa dt Nil S-S 
tr.i.la como aada s .....,.ledos pwa ti ,_,. 

~• fttin soyuipdas • su • Estt n el uniCIO 
~M - ti &iemcn hall def9ndtdD, 

£aos ~--~la dat cbn,,-11 

Ademas de las merc:ha y demostraciones u • 
Clbo on Fitadtlfi1 pot I• Collicioo • I No uant1mos 

• s los Ricos" de1 4 de Julio la que inclu • .a Partido 
O>munlrta R -.oluclonario (el que guft e Pffio• 
dico), hay tam.bit!'n otra protesta que ti tom:ando 
lugar contra la celebndon del Bic:tntenario. Algona 
gente pregunta. dando que ustedes estin todos prote . 
tando, porque no puede h1ber una solll accion unifi­
cada? 

A muchrsima gente no les gutta lo que esun tratlndo 
de haoer nuestros gobemantes con em Bicent no. 
Muchos quitten hacer algo acera, de~. Las acclo 
que es11mos hacienda n Filadelfi1 y otras ciudad 
son simbolicas del enojo que ti nen millones de gente 
o~ra • como n las cosas en este pars y contra tl 
sistema ba.p •Lq.,al vi i!Y)OS. Pero no prot tu-nos por 
protester MCI mis. Oue~mos axpon y darle duro • 
la causa de nuestros problem s, 11 cl e capitalist• rica. 
Oueremos d"""1'0ll1r un movimiento unlficando • 
millones de gente para bregar contra tllos. 

Es decir, nose pl1nte1 la CU4!Sti6n de unidad ab­
stracta-m,s bi n. de unidad pan un prop6sitio espe­
cilico. El prognma, las consignas y el punto de vista 
de I• Coalici6n "Ya No Agu1ntamos s los Rice»" 
pueden adelantar las coses n a direccicSn, av nzendo 
la lucha contra los ricos y poderosos. Otros grupos 
que estin llevando a cabo sus propias protest11s acerca 
del Bicenten rio n realidad estin tr1tando de mo-
las cosas para atnls con un,i linea pol ft ica y un prognma 
que dail'a 11 lucha. As( la clase dominant• so aprovecha 
d ellos. Y On peor. como pan a de sus fuenos para 
despistar a la gente y a nnr sus propios intent s, 
varios lfd r s de t grupo han testlflcado en el juzuado 
al lado d I alcalde de Filadelfla contra nosotros, y 
han juntado al coro de policfas, politlqu ros y otr■s 
autoridades de la cl sa dominante denuncl ndo a la 
Collici6n "Ya No Agu11111mos M los Rlcos" como 
... ,_nabfH" 

V1rios Modos do At■carnos 

La cla dominant• ha hecho todo lo posible-o qua 
se hen atrevtdo-para pre nir qua tome lugar nuestr• 
demostraci6n. Pero las mas s y sobre todo nu stros 
compaiieros obreros no lo permltlr(an. Por so, los capl­
tolistas, quien s poseen todos los diarlos, la TV Y casl 
todo lo dem s, han usado todo a su alcance parD trotar 
de calumnlamos y pr van Ir que nu stra llomad1 liogue 
1 m6s mplios n0meros do gente. 

Uno de sus m todos qu usDn es de tntar de pre-
s ntor a todos los quo d muenren ecerca del Bicen• 
tenarlo como si fu ran un gr n montdn de porqu rrD, 
de gente malcontonte do protestones y "hlpp os" mlma­
dos de claso media, o soi, gente muy dlf ranto o las 
mDsas. Les ha slrvido mucho el hecho de que 
el o.fnico lnterls que ti n n varlos d los grupos manlf S· 

11ndo contra el Blcentenulo es 09nsequlr publlcldad. 
En vaz de br ar con la o ncla d los probl mos quo 
1fectan • mlllones dog nt obr ro, Int nt1n agrupar 
1 todos 101 qu tlonon quejas en I mlsmo mont6n sin 
h cer dlf renc 11, lncluso do objoclon I b slcas a lo 
form• d como VD ID sltuaci6n y 0tr0I m I rldlculu CO• 
mo el ltffll "lgualdad dt Oerochos para Homo xua( 1." 

t 
I.I 1grupncl0n prlncl1>1I de esu tll)O us la Coolie dn 

d Julio, encabezad !)Or I Panld Socl I It Puorto• 
rlqu1llo, 11 m■l-oombredo Partido Comunl110 (qu 
lzo lu paces con 101 ca1>it1liuu y1 ht • mu hos , osl 
part dl1rlo1 d I grupo cl1ndeatlno 'W 1th rm■n." 

Los l(dorts di 11101 grupos se ll1mon 1 11 mlsmo "r1vo• 
st
luclonorlo1/' y por oso 1lgun1 gunte Qu naa rootmonto 
quloren c1mblor l_fs cos I M 101 hon unltlo • 1101. 

'Loa notlcl ros capltallstas hon opr vo hado ,1110 
para IIUII r I II g nll Y 11r Plfl Qu no llttt{jon 
•• domostrar on Fll1d 111,. Tod1vr1 mu h "'''• 
10, capi11lictH IOI h1n p nt do oomo m,, "1oiponsolJIM" 
,nu nosotro 1. w, vordod , quo D~nqu111101 g, up01 
pro, 111n 111 lnJustl Int on 011 po 1, 11 dtrrt ura•I ,, 
QUI dlrl n no DPUl111 I II IUII dt nuomos pr 01 Ill I, 
nl conirlbuy I unlr o I gonto porn do11rrollor u11 movl• 
,mlo1110 p rn lu ht, 111. 

QUto lrncional de nuestl'OI ntC\a'10S an armas de !1UWf1 
Y I• busqlll!da de gananc:iu. o.m.nci.mos Q\111 

goblemo satls las r IPntmilntes necaidadel 
d1 todo n11tttro pueblo.M 

El fin • Ill !IUffl1I, el datmpleo y todos I s otro 
ult,.jes ue anfnntamos I dlario 1$ lo QUI anhel1 fa 
lmensa maYofrt de 11 qtt. ~te por tos 
polttiqueros nos promettn •t• cc»as an cad1 tleccidn. 
LI pngunta que tilne la gente s: porque 1-,nos 
que vivir • y que podemos "- para acabar con 
es11 situ,,ci6n. 

Es muy equlvocado dec:ir que 11 g-,.1, 11 detem­
pfeo V todo lo dt "imtcional." V no pf1nttar SU 

CIUSI. 11 d- Obrerl y rnucha Otrl gentt .. ,. sttua­
ci6n si • un derrocht ttemtndo-y INS.• un infiemo. 
Pero para 11 cl de nogoci1ntts grandts y ti gob emo 
que los r■ f)ntSln.l1, lo llnico "rlcionol" es exprimlr 
cada dol r que puotdln de It 91nta obrer1 de equf y de 
millones mM como nosotros por todas partes del glo . 
Los capitalistas no puedan h1ce, otn cosa, o acablr(1n 
1pf tldos por us competidores y t ndn1n que tnba­
)ar para ganor 11 v,da 1n -.ez de s.r ncos parnlto$ 
cepitlflstas. De 1hi vi~n• la guerra, 11 desempfQO y 
todo lo demis. 

Por eso, esperar para que "este bierno" sastlsfl!P 
•, r les y apremiantes necesidlldes de todo nuestro 
pueblo" es pear qua uno perd1d1 de t1empo- cr,m,nol. 
No obstante, lo que estos grupos nos dicen que 
hagamos. Pan • annr nuestra luch1 pent !Ingar con 
esta sltuacion, tenemos que comprendor qulones son 
nuestros amigos y quienes son nuestros onemigos, y an 
que dirreclon las co s tienen que I nZIC'. 

Asi ■s el probl m11 sico de grupos-h1bl1n 
mucho d1 .. todo el puebl "y ocult1n el h■cho de que 
el pais so divide en cla , los dominant y I doml• 
nado . Como los capitallst mismos, ellos ti-n dts· 
preclo • I obreros. Qui ntll que los obntros I tpo• 

n, ~ por h■cen unos d m11ndas por co q lo 
I nq"'"~ 

obrur s puodan o qu,o-n1n low.nr~rsn lucl1•1 cvnrr" 
el sist ma que I s monrnu como poco mas Qu.t esd1• 
vos, crun que los obreros no quieren oncontr« un 
modo pare ecabar con es11 sltua • n. 

El I mporl llsmo No Es un Error 

Su punto d• vista lleg • r mis claro cuando 
consid n lo quo quleren decir con su otr1 I !Ill pr Inc~ 
pol, "Por Un Bicente n un 1vlso 
on I Part iqueoo • 
pl I mand Puorto 

ru OS -
rl• 

ca 11d ~ 

pars ha vlvldo bi 
quo no p rmlt 

mlsmo? Ouo Ins I 
qule ol 
tfl lo OS 
coso mos. 

I n , ni ti n qu ver 
n nlnguna "In I pit1li1t 

umplon 101 "prln lpi I 1m ri ... 

CUBA: 

~ son totll....,,tt - 1 todo por lo NII 
• la clase obrwa y la an'l)liat - hln ~. lrnbos 
aqui y an otras parta1 c:ltl mundo ~ po, n 
tros gobarnantes. Allnque -. heblw dt JU 

de independeoc:l,,,M ellos tnismo _, mp1n•listu 
mochlfnos aGn mk ~ - el •Jo rev de 1,... 
tttn. 

Para r tn>S 1n v I nuast comp,,-
nero O ,ro opr mtdos P0f los c:ap,tlf ,. en 
otros pa, mos PINlor tltmpo tut,ndo de 
I""""°" r nteurrif I lo QUI "'cHbtn" II-~ 

• las nos hen contl<lo-~mos que CO<\ 
struir un movim' nto I nutlS1 inttr■Mt 
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4°de Julio ... 
Vtene de la p6gina 1 
tallstas, pero mas bien para poner a la vista la verdadera 
historia de 200 an0s de ludla de clase en este pals. 
Hasta los' planes ~ra un progr1ma de cultura obrera 

'"1es da miedo. 
No pueden soportar el idea de que sun proclamadas 

las demandes de la clase obrera por ''Trabajos O lngre­
sos Ahora" durante los discursos de como este pais es 
"la tierra de oportunldad." No pueden soportar que 
un campamento de los desempleados se establezca 
mientras declaran las virtucles de su sistema. 

Mjs que nada, no pueden aguantar el idea de Que 
la bandera "Hemos C.rgado a los Ricos por 200 Arios­
Ya No Aguantamos Mjs" se llevani' al preciso momento 
en que nos estcfn diciendo que este pais es gobemado 
par la voluntad de la mayoda, rlcos y pobres lgual• 
mente. 

AJ memento en que se publica £/ Obrero, en la vis­
pera de la demostraci6n. las autoridades todavla est,n 
tratando de estroprear o estorbar algunas de las activi­
dades. Pero esti claro Que la demostraciOn si' tomar3 
lugar, las demandas si serln proclamadas, s( se sentir, la 
presencia de la clase obrtra. Esto mismo es resultado 
de la lucha popular. 

Luch1 de Golpe I Golpe 

Oesde el comienzo, la CoaliciOn "Ya No Aguantamos 
Ws los Aicos" ha resistado cada intento a prohibir la 
demostraci6n. o pintarla oomo una banda peligrosa de 
terroristas Querellosos, y las esfuerzos para establecer 
las condiciones para un ataque policiaco. 

La pedida para tropas y el rechazo de licencias han 
aclarado lo Que significa el Bicentenario. Hizo claro 
cuanto Quieren que la atenciOn pllblica sea enfocada 
en ellos y su propia propaganda. Tambi€n ayudO a 
desmentir el mismo mito de libertad y democracia que 
la fanfarronada del Bicentenaria habi'a de propagar. 
Oespue$ de se les criticaba mucho a Rizzo y Compa'Nla 
!X)r haber rechazado las licencias y pedir para las tro· 
pas, propusieron que se exigiera a la Coalici6n que 
pusiera en depds1to $50,000 para cada dfa de las demo• 
cu~ionos. Ou• 01emolo m.is birbaro de "la demo 
cnc:ia"al pracio-1 

En ._.., I• 0>allcl6n • drrigi6 • los olnros 
de Fll1delfia y desmentiO las mentirn de los caplulistas. 
RehuSO ser pintada como terroristas o locos quienes 
intentan provocar violencia o desordenes. Hizo claro 
Que estas maniobras fueron un abuso mis, una injus-
ticia mi's de los capitalistas, en un serie de ultrajes del 
dominio de los capitalistas, o sea, otro mot1vo para 
demostrar en las calles el 4 de julio. 

El Alcalde Rizzo ha tratado de hacerse parecer como 
un tipo John Wayne, un hombre sin m,edo pro• 
tegiendo los de;echos de los ciudadanos de Filadelfia 
contra las fuerzas de mal. Cuando aparec,O en la TV 
difundiendo sus mentiras. miembros de la Coalici6n 
piQuetearon el estud10 y unos entraron para repetir al 
p(lblico el desafio de la Coalic16n a Aiuo a un debate. 
El Alcalde huy6 de la estaci6n, y mand6 un lacayo al 
juzgado (donde habfa una vista legal acerca de la cues­
ti6n de las licencias) para reclamar de la "rudeza" de 
la Coalici6n. 

Oebido a la controversia acerca de la demostraci6n, 
las planes para la demostracion llegaron a ser un t6p1co 
mayor de plltica en Filadelfia. Cuando portavoces de 
la CoaliciOn hablaron en un show de radio. la demo­
stracion Sigui6 siendo la tema de discusi6n por dos • 
d(as mis. LI consigna principal, "Hemos Cargado a 
los Aicos por 200 Anos-Ya No A,gu1ntam01 Mis!" 
se hizo una t.ema comUn de COQ,versacibn y lucha. 

Awanza Mowimi1nto 

El Comite Organizador de Obreros Desemple.dos 
(el UWOC) y los Veterano, de Vietnam Contra la 
Guerra (VVAW), dos de los grupos los cuales iniclaron 
la Coalici6n, tuvieron demostraciones el 20 de mayo 
a la Alcaldi'a de Filadelfia y el 1 de junio a la oficina 
de desempleo en Germantown, para hacer saber las 
demandas de la de.mostraci6n del 4 de julio como 
luchas claves de los desempleados y los veteranos, y 
las acciones de Bicentenario como una batalla clave de 
la clase obrera. 

Del mismo modo, habla a mediados de jun,o una 
demostraci6n a la oficina de dosempleo en Trenton, 
N.J. cerca de F1ladelfia al otro lado del rlo. Esta 
demostracidn tambitn enfoqud atencic:fn en las act1v1• 
dades del 4 de julio como la forma para avanzar la 
fucha para Trabajos O lngresos y desarrollarla como 
parte de la mas amplta lucha de toda la clase. 

A pesar de los esfuerzos para parar la demostracu:i"n. 
el momento segula crcciendo. En cuidades a uave's 
del pais. de Honolulu a Boston, se pegaron dieces de 
miles de pasquines, y se repartieron cicntos de miles 

de volantes, todos con el mismo mensaje: Adel1nte 
a Filadelfial Confrontemos a los altos y poderosos 
con los verdaderos lntereses y luchas de la clase obrera 
mientras ellos celebran su dominlo sobre nosotros y 
nos diam que participemos en la fiesta! 

En ciudad tres ciudad miles de obreros repitieron 
los 5entimientos del Manifesto de la Coalicidn-"Nol 
No vamos a celebrar su dominio." El term6metro del 
UWOC, lo que mide el nUmero de firmas en la petlciOn 
de Trabajos o lngresos, ya se acerc6 a la meta de 
250,000. 

La palabra se difundla en la prensa y las calles. Ws 
y m~s obreros expresaron su apoyo a las acciones y su 
enojo frente a los es-fuerzos de los capitalistas para tra• 
tar de prevenir que las demandas y la fuerza creciente 
de la Clase obrera estuvieran presentes al Bicentenario. 
En muchas ciudades hubo accioncs m'5 peque?fos para 
movilizar a la gente para el 4 de julio. Los Veteranos 
de Vietnam Contra la Guerra tom6 la Estatua de Uber• 
tad para protestar los recortes en el GI Bill (beneficios 
para veteranos) y para llamar a los veteranos a to~ar 
parte en la demostraciOn. 

En una planta del auto acerca de Milwaukee 200 
obreros se reunieron a la hora de almuerzo para eschu­
char a los planes para la demostraci6n, y clentos mh 
escucharon de las ventanas. Solamente unas dlas antes, 
se les negaron a los obreras de esta planta los ab!lnicos, 
mientras los patrones pintaban los parades de rojo, 
blanco y aiul I 

Ya QUe desarrollaba la lucha, los capltali'stas se vieron 
forzados a retroceder de sus planes para prohibir la 
demost.racidn. Hasta habfa una rin'a entre sl mlsmos 
tocante a Que hac:er. Los diarios en Filadelfia se de• 
claron en favor de conceder las licencias, pues Que te• 
mian que los esfuerzos de Rizzo lban malogrando y sir• 
viendo de exponer que la democracia en los EE.UU. es 
SOio para los ricos. La Coalici6n puso plieto contra la 
munfcipalidad. Los oficiales contraatacaron arrastrando 
al juzgado a un mentiroso despreciable de lnspiraci6n 
policiaca para inventar cuentas de v1olencia y destru­
cci6n. Pero frente a los sentimientos populares y la 
creciente fuerza de la demonstraciOn, se le forzO al juez 
conceder unas conc:esiones. • 

Una declaraciOn de prensa de la Coalici6n dijo, "El 
juzgado federal fue forzado a reconoc:er nuestro dere­
cho de tener una marcha y concentrac16n y un pabell6n 
de historia obrera, sin el prec,o de $50,000 por di'a que 
quisieron cobrar el municipio para nuestro derecho a 
expresidn pol(t,ca. Es una victoria parcial ... " 

---

Pero la declaraci6n tambiin apuntO Que ti juzgado 
todav<a neg6 las licencias para un campamento y un 
programa de cultura obrera, y mantuvo la marcha 
afuera del amtro de la ciudad. Esto la Coalici6n ll1m6 
"uni bofetada" y prometid a oponerlo. "Los ataques 
a la demostraci6n no engan'an a la gente, La demostra•. 
cidn hablara' de sus necesidildes y aspiraciones. v el 
enojo popular no permitirl ningun intento a repnmirla." 

Tan pronto como los capit1list1s retrocedieron en 
un frente, atacaron de nuevo en otro. Otra vez exi• 
gieron un depdsito de dinero de flanz.a, ahora $25,000 
para el Pabellcin de la Historia Obrera. Otra vez utHicie• 
ron los polltlQueros para atacar la demostraci6n. 

Trataron de confundlr la situacidn, para Que 
pareciera que las fuerzas de la Coalici6n "Ya No 
Aguantamos M;fs los Aic.os" fueran asociJJas con otros 
grupos protestando contra el Bicentenario capitalist.a. 
No querlan que el pUblico en general estuv1era enter­
ado de porque gente obrera estl llevando a cabo 
esta protesta callejera. Han hecho la acusi6n asombrosa 
de Que hay revolucionarios y comunlstas envueltos en 
la demostraci6n, cuando de hecho los c,entos de 
millares de gente a trave'i del pais quienes hayan leido 
cualquiera literalura de la Coalici6n saben que el Partido 
Comunista Revoluclonario es una de las organizaciones 
que iniciaron la Coallcion y es orgulloso a asociarse con 
una demostraci6n que brega con los capitalistas acerca 
de un evento pol(tico tan importante como el Blcen• 
tenado. 

Cuando fall6 todo otro mitodo, recurrieron a su 
pol(tica anterior de tratar de ahog,r 11 demos:trac16n 
con silencia, manteniendo los reporteros fuera de las 
conferencias de prensa de la Coalici6n, etcetera. 

La lucha para llevar a cibo la demostrad6n y la 
demostracidn misma han sido una lucha entre las 
fuerzas de la clase obrera y las masas pcpulares de este 
pals por un lado, y por olro el puXado de explotadores 
Que esta"n en el poder y exprimen fonunas del trabajo 
de millones. Olocamos con ellos coiistant.ement.e, en 
nuestras huelgas, en todas nue:stras luchas en cada 
frente de batalla donde peleamos para no dej¥nos 
ser pisoteados al sueldo. 

Ahora, durante el Bicentenario, estamos golpeando 
no a un solo explotador pero mas bien a toda su po­
drida clase. Estamos tomando un paso importante, un 
paso que nos ayudara" a apuntar todas nuestras luchas 
contra esta clase de par.isitos y su dominio sobre ooso• 
tros, avanzando hac,a el dla en que nos quitemos de 
ellos una vez para siempre.■ 

I.Que Es El Obrero? 
Este nUmero de El Obrero es una ed1ci6n nac,onal 

especial para las demostraciones de bicentenano en 
Filadelfia y otras ciudades. Hay 20 ed1ciones locales 
de El Obrero en casi toda {rea indusmal princ1pat de 
EEUU. Est.in de venta a las puertas de factorlas. 
oficlnas de desempleo y en los barrios de clase obrera. 

El Obrero existe para organizar la lucha de la clase. 
obrera contra el sistema cap,talista de explotaci6n y 
opresic:fn. Pone en alto la posici6n politica del Partido 
Comunista Aevolucionario de EEUU acerca de los 
asuntos y luchas mayores a cuales se enfrentan los 
obreros. 

A traves de los EEUU obreros y otra gente est.an 
luchando contra este sistema y sus efectos. El Obrero 
de cada .1rea es una herramienta para organizar estas 
luchas, para ayudar a avanur las muchas batallas Que 
surgen constantemente en las plantas y cori,Urlidades. 
Haciendo esto y tambi~n utiliz.ando artlCulos escritos 
centralmente que enl1zan los 20 peri6dicos por todo 
el pais, El Obrero pone emperlo en ampliar estas luchas 
y reunir apoyo. Ademjs, toma parte en el desarrollo 
de las batallas claves de la clase obrera a n1vel naclonal 
e internacional para avanzar la fuerza y Unidad de 
nuMtra clase en la lucha contra la cau·sa de nuestra 
opresi6n, el dominlo de la clase capitahsta. 

El Obr~o tambic!n desempefia el papet de ayudar 
a resum1r los resultados de estas batallas y las lecciones 
Que vienen de ellas. Para cambiar el modo en que • 
v;vimos, los obreros tenemos que comprender las fuer­
zas, sociales y de cl1se, que gobiernan el mundo y las 
lecciones de nuestras v,ctoriu y derrotas. Tenemos 
que aprender en el curso de la lucha, y para luchar 
mejor tenemos que aprender alln mas acerca de la 
naturaleza de la lucha. Por eso, El Obr~ro ayuda a 
resum1r y anallzar el signif1cado que t,enen los sucesos 
en el palsy el mundo para nuestra clase. 

El Obrcro ayuda a apuntar hac,a la meta final de 
nuestra lucha-la revoluci6n social1sta y un.i sociedad 
sin explotaci6n n, opres16n. 

La mayorla de las edic1ones locales de El ObrtJf'O 
se publican mensualmente. Les recomendamos a nucs• 
tros lectores de esta ed,c,dn especial que lean y util1cen 
estos pen()d1cos como lo que son-armas de la clase 
obrera, para ayudar a scgu1r construyendo nuestro 
mov1m1ento. ■ 

El OBAERO Para el Area de N"IW York-New Jersey 
129 W. 22nd St. 
9th Floor 
New York, NY 10011 

El OB AERO Para 101 Valle, de Delaware V Lehigh 
2440 Kensington Ave. 
Ptuladelphia, PA 19125 

El OBRERO Para el ArH de Nuevs lnglatena 
t32 Lincoln St. 
Boston, MA 02111 
-o-
PO Box 9165 
Cha,les St. 
Providence, RI 02940 
-o-
PO Box 3301 
C-entral Station 
Hartford, CN 06103 

El OBRERO Par■ el Ar111 de Ctucago-Gary 
PO Box 17449 
Chicago, IL 60617 

El OBA ERO Plra el Area Milwaukee y W1scon11n 
PO Box 08305 
MilwaukH, WI 63208 

El OBREAO Para el Area de Houston 
PO Bo,c 18112 
Houston, TX 77023 

El OBRERO Para el Sudoeste 
PO 80,c 11522 
Oen..,.,, CO 80211 

El 08RERO Para 11 Area del Sur de C.llforn11 
PO Box 3864 
Loi Angeln, CA 90051 

El OBREAO Para el Area de 11 Bah11 
PO Bo,c 7164 
Oakland, CA 94601 
-o-
PO Box 8383 
San Jose, CA 051 25 

El O~RBEo~~ ~~- IOI v,11 .. de S,lin11-P1iaro 

Sa1tn11, CA 93901 , 

IP1ra. las td1c1one.1 en inglN V Otrat ltnQuat, wa a la lina en la 
secc,on de hablar ingln.) 
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