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-"'rhis----i>&Peris. intended to ptovoke thought and discussion, We hope that it will 
.not be taken as vindicative, but that certain directions may coms from this dis­
c~ssion. Believing as MarY. ·does that 11soe!ial progress can be measured by the 

~-.s,o~ial position of the female'. -sex. u we· wil 1 ·attempt to describe the human con-
"diti.on in New Left tenna as iit. •xhts .today. We will also ·explore the position 
and role of women within this human condition. We will trace the ~istory of 
'{he· role of women in the New Left -in Canad4' and show that this rqle :is determined 
by ~he values of the dominant society.. We ..n:H point out directi~·n_a, methods 
for ._.change and concrete suggestions for change both within and without the Move• 
ment. 

We trust that you will consider this pape'r with the seriousness with which 
it was written: 

·'. 

RUMAN CONDITION I / . 

. In.all of the t~ings we stand for, are concerned with, and work for, as che 
"~ew _Left," is this concept -we talk about as the LIBERATION of ·human.'beings, in 
order that.they might develop -themselves to the' full potential that h~man kind 

. may have. It is the concept behind our rhetoric.on the Black people··of the u.s~, 
J' i~ .. Vie-tnamese. tbe Canadian Indians., the developing Third World, the poor and 

the middle .classes. 
• Unlike lovez: forms of life, human beings are capable of becoming--becoming 

more.than a living entity that is enslaved to the cireation and'.maintenance of 
the sp·ecies. The potential we human .beings share is to deve-lop out own creativity 
and 11_1ake valid our humanism. We need not.be caught up in the animalistic biological 
co~~J).t: ._of physical survival of the fittest. Our l~vel· of survival and· creativity 
is .~ntricately, bound up with the spiritual, social and economic level of society. 
Our level of survival and creativity is dependent on our consciousness and the 
type.. of soci/11 relationships that allow the exxparision of the consciousness. 

We say that an iCqllisitive, frightened elite in society keeps all those who 
·are-~~~: from growing in those areas which raise man to greate~ heights of 
creativeness, self-uQderstanding, happiness than the more primi_tiv(.i,:ast we come 
from. Liberation is to move freely through a lifetime 1 s-experience, learning 
-from all I aQd .. regardless of one's supposed ·"place'', expressing o'nes~_l{ in ways_ 
that have rarely been possible in our confol"Ulist society. We live in a ti,-. 
when this seems possible to us, within our reach; we· have some knowl~dge ~ ways 
of COUIIDUDicatiag, aids· like drugs for self-awareness and awar~ness o~ others •. 
but are limited in ·oor freedom to use them. Hence our underground methods of 
circumventing these restrictions put on us; underground - whether cultural or 
revolutionary. However, since we hope for an extensive change in society, we 
constantly attempt to bring our way of living and thinking .to the s~rtace, to 
start the change occurring. 

- -,'·i .~ver, -so often it means that instead of understanding that concept we 
-.--·J• -e-6-pOuae, we use··.it mainly as rhetoric, as a shallow political exxplanation for 

:: 0\11' disaet1t:·., That is not to say that liberation slfould or could·· come before 
_.,. • ·' • ~e c11n polit.ical.ly use the·· concept, but certa.inly among oursel,q'es being and 

:_w.ing should be.simultaneous. We must learn by doing how people who have no 
power can liberate themselves. 

... :, ' -. 

I·-, .: 

-~ THE HUMAN CONDITION,,AS REFLECTED IN THE POSITION OF WOMEN 

"The direct, natural, necessary relation of human _creatures is the.relation 
1,0£ man to woman ... The nature of this·relation·delimits to what point man himself· 

is«> be considered as a generic being. As mankind, the relation of man to woman 
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is the most natural Telation of human being to human bclng. By it 1s 8 .... ~~of 
therefore, to what point the natural behavior of man has become human, or . .Z~ii1 § 
t0 what point the hum9n being has becolfle hie natural being, to what point hl• 
human nature has becothe his nature. 11 

Simone de Beauvidr has said in response to Marx's statement: "The case 
could not'"· be better stated. It le for man to establi•h the reign of liberty 
in the midst of the world o~ ~he given., To gain the preme ~ictory, it ie 

•n,:f~etrsary for oe thing. T~at, by and t,hrough their natural differentiat1011 
·men end women unet1_uivocably affirm!their brotherhood . 11 

We beli.eve they both state the. aase very well. He also see the hulllli:.. 
condition of this society as one of ·lonliness, alienation, and fear. 
We all look for support against -thls. Men attempt to alleviate this fear 
by havin~ a person -- a women--. he· can depend upon and dominate. He must 
see her as an ~nferior in order to strengthen his identity which is 
constantly threatened by an inhuman society. This leaves the women with 
only one role with ~hich to eliminate her similar fears. She must gain her 
id.entity thrf' •• gh that domination. The woman begins to tie the 11130 to her 
through his need to her. He ls dependent on her playing the role of being 
his helpmate and being dependent on him for providing and protecting. 
The !Dan's function is creatio~ end procreation; the women's is maintenence. 
'~is r~Je 5,hafes ·;~_r!•·· She realizes in her subconscious what Marcuse says: 

Free ~l.ec~ion of .nasters does not abolish ·the masters or the slaves." 
·nie woman becomes posseseiv~ in retaiiatiori'·fur her•forced role. She cannot 

• • • • al low him to· be fre~ because she is not free. Marcuse says, "In a society 
' based· on exploita.tion both the slave and the slaveholde-r are unfree ... 
and this mutual dependence is .. ~a vicious circle which encloses both the 
Master and tt:'e S_ervant." The human quality of l:ove is destroyed. And we 
are the children .of such rela.tionships;.., ,, 

As Maria~ Ramelson w;ri;tes: "Not oaly,·:(will) rueri have to re•esti!Date 
.,·~-- women's place .. in the home and society;,.but women will have to re-estimate 

themselves, giving their work and potentialities a far higher value then 
they've been accustomed to do. 11 Yes~-- the 'woman problem' is a human 
'problem' but we women are begi,mHng to understantll the neeessity of re­
estimac-• :·g ourselves. We are_ le~rning what Marcuse knew: "The range of 
choice vpen to the individual is not the decisive factor in ~eterminlng 
the degree of human freedom, but what£!!!. be chosen and what!!. chosen by 

. the individual." 
Perhaps the position of w9~n in. the sexual act, most often lying 

-underneath the men, illustrates t-he social and economic position of ~-;ir.En 
in society. Women feel they are. still on the bottom, in all respects. 
The-notion of human liberation is in direct opposition-to the notions of 
efficiency. profit, accumulation.of possessions. The separation of man 
frCJ111 Wemiafi. cootributes to the u~Jntenace of such a society. 

mE 'HISTORICAL ~IS OF TIIE POSITION OF HOMEN 
Juliet Mitchell, in an article on the position of woroen, "The Longest Re­

volution," New Left Review, has set out four categories which she sees as oper­
ating dialectically to create and reinforce a subservient posttion for ~omen in 
society~ productibn, reproduction,_ sexuality. and socialization. Her cate~ories will 
be used to develop' an outline of the hist~rical basis of women's enslavement. 
Production 

Socialist writers have traditionally linked the origins and continualion of 
women t 6 domination with the physical superior! ty o~ men, .'and their consequent ability to 
perform work, with a resulting •division of tasks of men as creator and conquerors, while 
women act as preservers and maintainers. 

Historically, this is not· ·t_ry.~t While lt is t,rue 'that man's physic~~ ~trlj!ngth has 
given him e ·capacity· for violence, in wars and conq~s-~, t:ihd :thus politicai' control, th e 
role o{ women in production has been a varies one. For example, in many agricultural 
societies, women have performed the bulk of the work in the fields. In Britain during 
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3 
l:.Df~>e:J•~---=•1.1d...1--1onf .early .industrial iz:at i..an, women and ch_;_ l dren p_.ovided the 
bulk of the cheap labor force i~.~ the text'lle factories and the mines. 

iirtdit1iin fa1i'l~1bu1l:'l'i~e0 ~h~P~1lsr'ke!l:e~~'bb~m1 ,8 ~'ci~'ft1 ~ iiies8ett1?k, ~hese expmples 
show that coercion has and will be u~ed to force women to engage in'produftive 

. labour when the ecoti.omit 1•isysre~ demand~. _it,. ,i;>,r, wh~Jl .men -hav~ decided· that '. 
'\, • • • l • ,,~' .• .,, ,. '-I.,-" ' ,,;,; .' 

toi'omen wi 11 perform·.:c~ftai'n Rinds of wori:. , ... ,, ;; . . : , •'' ·.• . •, ·I - . 
• ,. • c. In societies where ·wome'i·C'.h-~ve not played q,ll)aJor r,ole ·irr the fa!bd~r :~orce, 

., __ ~ ,t]?;y ~iJ.re generally accord~
1
cl, the ro~e of s tabi li~~if of_ t~e soci6,1 or~~ .. T;,-;. ''This 

', "·: . ."occ_u.rs :in •.the following way j' :work 1s an alien~_t'iq.g .. ~J(pen.e-ace beca.us~ ltl~rt have 
f'!'\l,,.~~--·-con

1

t,r:ol over either 11th_e' process or the pr~ducts of,.thei-r 'labotir. A_tr; e8f;:8pe, 

. :_, JllUstc',~ pr9vided. The 'ihs·t'itution of the. f~mily:,has prov:Lded -'suchi'~n 'e:scape. 
- ;,.,!-:\ ~v~m~'it'h_a'.f_e the job of·' ina~~t-"ining ~. retreat' f~pm,,,th~ 'aliertauns: _socJe~y-_l wi rhout 

• which alienation with-'ti:o··r~-J:~e.ase m1gh,t reach the; pOl.i'\t .. of rebelliotr·,againet the 
.,. .. _: ! f'J>Of;~aJ_ order. In the•· ~a~~,~~ay_ that }-?or whites hav~ )been,. 'COntrbl ie~:· ?Y~.~~aching 

11 
~.. ~P.e'1l-r-,§up,erior~ ty, to· blitlc ~~e~p~~,\ '. 11:,ef! ~~ve ~eelJ.i,c;c;mtrQ,l-led·· by giving ~beth ~ 

. 1:ole ~upe;rior to -that ,of'·'4omen. • , • i • • • 

nl 
I 

l '., -·'it is obvious that: ·the 'grant1ng
00

to women of equ·al rights to work and to 
be creative within the present society cannot be considered as" liberation,--since 
work in capitalist society is ·unfult'illing and alienac:iing.:· ·The question of the 
role of women in production cannot be divotced from,,t-h.n::; of 'the necessity of a 
tranJi-tia.n ·fr0m. cap.iite-Hsm to ·soda l~s'in; 1:i'~1

,:, ,phe demand ;df rights in: thi$:· area 
for wome11 w.ill,-be.- one 7 step in breakin"g doim the ,."ocia-1 .arder.. -

·•,:; :J !;'_:, ••• ,. _ ,.·i ~ ;" i1: ·:, • .•..• • • .·'.• ,, ___ :t-:.·i .- ,.; ·,/ .(·ri,:J~. _.; 
-,~production l,' ••• : ... J,:,-_,-\~~:. ~l ••• ., ; ' .•.-.. • ,, '-~ I ':. ·i• 

.~I.: 'J':; 1-•~r,j~:;: I' .•:. :;' • ;; ".:• i :., .. ; • . •,.· . 

J.::L, .~e ,Pt;i)>ble~£:ci_:f~produ,c:tio:n· ~n.d, ~e~~oductioQ_ are_ c~~se;ly._-.linked." ,The-~~­
:,1., ;~l?,t.~~-ty:~f';~~il--~ .r~!-~t:li??d~ ,'.?,.o,~er(fo c~~~r~~ th~i~ ~wn • reptodtic~i ve c~p~~;~~~es 

•• .• 11 f .-:P.ilS0 , l!l!BAe: il(t-lOO"TI.Venl:'e~ to '"ac~~;~~d to, ,wqQien ,the pos :i:.,t 1.on -~!I:afi-:rJhf?Y,"l·~ave be.~, .~i ven • 
• • As long as: 'fomen· 'have 'no contt·o:l over ··~he number of ,c-h:Hareli·-tn~y.-wi:s1'

1 
to &'ear. 

• • or when. they wish to have them, th;~Y.,f1fe easier to oontr~l.~ J:i~ini~~o,re. in n~ed. 
o_f protectlon and less usefu'l. .. as .~¢'4~~.rs of tpif-~p~~f,Q~EifiJi{r,?zj;~)pi 11" ha~s 

, . , , ·· l · ,the potentia 1 for malt-ing~'wo~~n. ffe~wa:s~nts. i-rl'-~lt~~,l:~l~r··,;t%~;'mP-if';optimistic 
• .! ~,. _,. : .. ~ .thing about cont racepc-ioh i.f 

1:th~.:t?i~i'.1 ~hl'iai~'~a.lfti~::qef·c:~~s:;::Ope option among 
•••• many and women have ,~~!U~~-a~it·~:t°o"'/~i;q~~~9j·d,~i:i:ti-!!ciest;inf-e:s.~-:t}:te~:-~f:..1,r,ell be. 

less re~~y ,7~, ~r.;~~~;\i~~t#{l-~n~~}~~-~~g ."~_qevf t~1ble' ··par·~ 
1
0;~ '. tb.~h, •• ~~~dli tJ?n~ ~,~ 

,, ., ... , -,~~-fla~-~~ta11t to remembe_t;", Ii~~~er; chat the quest1·ons_·~J:·Jll:'~uclton and 
.,:,! .:reprodud:i:on' m.ust be seen as' s:ocia qr, • rather ''tha.n strictly 'bib,3.og-t'c;:a L ~· ~-Si~~~ 

··th~. contipuation of .·.th~ race ·dep~:ia~ .;on repro~uction, an economic syst:Eiiii<G~.t~d 
... _on ~uman needs rathe·r than profit wo·uld see th .. t women whp -~re pregnanif::_'·:~r -· 
.... wh,i:~,'~~v~ youngJ~h-ildre.h ~haul~ be prov~-~~~:i,.f~~:lec~nomical'~yif th1.s·

1
re~~e-~··them 

for _a: _·t.,1.me frocp. other prod~ctl ve labour,:.,,:t~~o'i ta ~ism, of course, make~ . .JW' _-c:,i~Jt ~ 
~ -1 , • • . I ,. , lo.~{ ' . . . 'i ~ u . " • • '/~;: ■" 

l;IOc A.,cl •• ;JudgemE;nts • • ·: • • • -~:-., • iv. '· • • • •\' • :y~-' . · ·.-· • · 
• - .... • : t - ,;,;t:it-l·•,-: . .- ~,.:, .""/.: r ·:]-...'· :-~ .-·;•.., .. ;:~,.:,\: •• , • • l/.;. 

~. • • ►'1 . - ·-'\.;'f•, -~ - J f '.I • ' .... ! ~ . " : 

Sexuality. I --~··-'·-··.1 i.' .•;' t" :l<·-:--~.·-.·i. -''".1 

• : ~ ~ ' , t' •• , : , : Pf 
O

' ~; !· ...... )''"." 4:, i 1 J. '(,"' '/~(',\: 

Th~\oj~: accorded to women in the sexual _act ·.fs· insep~rahle fr~ ',;h~ ~~~~~s 
taught_ ·tQ people abcyt_.how to treat one a_notl;ler • a~~i·t-o "the!-possibility'\o'.r 1 :fo1:■ 
possibi li,ty of a buma.n '"re la H~nship between me.n and'"'~odt~h.: ,i)Wom~n is "the.' obj.~'ct;; 
man is t~.E! ,subj~c-t.::,•1 Worifon}~~-. fucked; me.n do the f~ck~?.~;'-'•~Men see sex:J~: .. -·,-·­
conquest• wo.men' ~~ . surr~~~:~_r \;; ,'-,~;";c~ a, ra ~ue system in·~'? .. mo·sc personal and • , .. 
potentiall! ..,ip,~a~~.ngful ·act ··of· cou;muinicat1on between men, and ,wolften cannot b~t- . _. •; 
result in_ ·t~r· J,rtability of bo(n 1the oi;ie who conques-_s and the'..!t,~'e ~ho.- S',l)iienilers 
to hfive gentlinl•lov~ and unders·tandl:trtg between them.·. t :_' ,:.. ' _' , • :, 

The q~.~s t~1~n. o~., ~exua 1. lib~ration for both men and woineri I is f~itd~mental to -
. _both the-.Uiite'l'a~i~h: ,?f. ~o~r( and' to the development of huma&.-Te Iat-ion·spips 
• bet,~eeQ p~ople. -thnce tl)e capacity for meaningful sexual eRi,erten'ce· i~ both .an,~ 

ind1.cation and an actualization of the capacity for love whith th is s·~·iety _.,, ._ , , 
stifles so successfully. , . .- . ."_;;·:_ 

'' 
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• rt: . : .. - . • '. ··~ze'··th-eir own' sexual potential arid to·· 
_ .A,s l'mode r.ri.,'.' w~men begi,n t O ·rec o~ni: to - t rea. t men as the obj e ct , • so t~·a t we 

d~mend sex.ua 1 f u lf 1. llmen t , ·-women beg 1 ~ the Ob Jee t This is na t ura:l, 
~-ave two p~ople, each treating the ot er aks . them al~enated from one· another' 
• -· • - - h . 1 taught f.n order to eep 

_given t _et -peop e ere , _ f their wants and needs, and not ~s human 
to .q·eet other people as th e object O d i ta.kin place for women ih the 
b~ings. Th_e partial liberation the_t ha_s a~ssi:i lit ~f- more real· h~n1·-rE1lati,on• 
sexual sp~ere does, however, hold ou.t the p dy active . artfcfpahts f the 
ships be tween men and women. Both bee ome eque l en P . 1 _i : , -· 
potential for e mutual experience is greet ly -increased• 1 _ .. 

This kind of sexual liberation creates the possibility for people'·:~o unlearn 
those· ·social roles which act- to preserve an alienating society .. men can no 
loni~r ·act as conquerors, women es the dominated and conquered, :and this will in 
turn have· its effect on the social roles that they ·must play. 

Socialization of Children 

Women are taught to be parasites - as Emme Goldman sayo - to live off 
men as dependent creatir~-s~ _ It is hardly. surprising th·at since they are 
also the major soc isli-zers pf children~ children grow up1 no~ lea ming to ~e 
independent of 9thers and able to make independent judgements about their own 
lives and the values of the society. . 

1
~ 

There is no particular biological reason, apart from early feedi.ng, --that 
women should act as the socializers of children. Indeed, the separate functions 
given t~ ,~n and ,w~n tq i;~ehing children, behavior' and_ ffi' develop~-~g personality 
stru~ture are in .tl1emse lve~. evidence of the. unintegrated • 'persona~i tt ··structure 
that res\Jits. from the roles. of men and women-,i-n the so·c!ety: tbe 'mo·ther is the 
unconditional love:.symbol, the •father that .of ·authority! We sE!e '_this also in 
the personality cha'Cacteristics which men .. and w·omen afe ta\l&ht ... ·men are intellectual• 
11trong, aggressive, women passive, emotional, tender anci so· orf, • Such a division, 
biQioglcally speaki~g,. is ot: course so much nonsense-. • 

• _ The nuclear family, wi-th the love symbd:l an:d the a1,Jthority '.f:!gure also 
provides social stability _in that it provides a' structure in which '·'frufJ;tration 
trauaferenceu takes place_.--· '.'nle man returns· frQm' work where he is unable to take 
·out his frustrations in the :ie.ppropriate place, and transfers ·th~ hostility to 
wife· and children. The mother a·llows thi-s' by accepting this as the m.&le role., . 

. ::-'·11just w~it until your fathe~:·ge~s .. home and hear-s->wha, you did. ;.~you ai-e going 
···' • to get it then". It also provides a ... 1ilay of aociali&ing :chi ldreo: that Vi 11· 

·::.···, 
teach them to obey authority by, providing, in the early years, a com.plet~-:authotity 
system of adults which they must•sut,Qlit to. • 

In all of the areas mentioned above, biologi~al necessity cannot expl~in 
the roles accorded to men and women. Biology is a useful excuse, since for the 
sake of efficiency many differentiations in socisl roles are made most e&s-t-ly in 
this way. However, maintenance of the social structure can also be seen as 
~ prtmary cause for the aivision of. roles between men and women that bas taken 

-~-·--. plac~. Thus the liberation of ,.,,omen is a revolutionary demand in all its 'aspects• 
for_ tt de~~~s the most cpmplete restructuring·of the social order. The··· -

• .:·~:· realization of this would UJe~n .in. fact human Uberat1on? 
• I ~ I • • • • 

CULTURAL DETERMINATION OF THE ROLE. OF WOMEN 
'_- I -

;... The ·role of woma·n as t-h~ :~-entre of ,the family--the child raiser, cook and 
houe~keeper and that of the ma;n. as the provider of the family has been assumed 
as naturaL. • The natur:e of wo~.n and of. man has also been assumed. We contend 
th~t, in fact, cultur~. could qe_t-ermine the exact opposite. There is ·oo7 natural 
inborn instinct _for certain roi-es and personality traits. • • I ., • 

Margaret Mead says this in her books Sex and Tempe.rment -and Male and Female. 
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Let us review her findings .. The Zuni, Arapesh a0d Samoah tribes consist of men 
and women with the characteristics we attribute to men in our society. The 
women alsp actively enjoy sex while the men do not (Jurtg is turning over in his 
grave). The Murndugumor tribe is the opl)osite - bothmetf and women have the 
masculine characteristics of our society~ the women, by the way, detest child• 
bearing and rearing (there goes the myth of "maternal ins·c:i'nct"). They are 
also the providers for the family. The Tchambuli and Zuni" have ,their men raise 
the children. The former tribe finds the men ador.ned with lovely ornaments, and 
long curlst while the women are unadorned with shaven heads. The men apend their 
time with the.-c:hildren, doing the shopping and gossiping. The women work in 
the fields and forests to provide food and shelter for the family_: 

The other oytstandi.ng example of deviance from the nor!J!S p(~estern so«::iety 
is the position of men and women in lower-class Negro society in the U.S. Because 
of the old slave system wl::ere the white women ~ere allowed no freedom and the use 

_of black. women. by white men; black.women have had a speciai role, and a degree 
of f·r:e.edom. There is an old Southern saying that "the only free people in the 
South are white men and black women." (A rueful addition by the white women 
in SNCC ~as, "so now we I re fighting for the freedom of Negro men.. When is it 
our turn?'') 

The ~ower class Negro women are the ones who cart get the jobs. There are 
very few jobs for the men. Welfare reirlforces this since women can.receive 
.~elfare .only when they pr:cive they· are not living with a man. Neg~{fwomen are 
breadwinners. They Are 'the ruiers .of the roost. They are assert;i,ve., active 

.~n politics (within the confirtes of their cast society) and the domfnarlt force 
in their society. It is :the women who are free to partake in affair~ with men 
of other classes and colors. Men, if they remain in the family a_~_e submissives 
fearful and definitely the less favored half of the relationship·; • They are also 
often forced to raise the children. 

'l;'he bulk of the membership a~~ leadership of the MFDP, MFLU, and Poor 
People's Corporation ·(the only truly grass roots organizations in the South) 
were and are women.· We moam ttje ,loss of manhood of Negro men. • It is easy 
to see that they have been ··dep#~ecl, by the culture in which they live of their 

I' , , ,J • . 

full humanity. Very few people moarn the loss of humanity in th_e v,cp,loited half 
of the human species-~ the ~omen. Negro men are asserting their manhood in 
the ghettoes of the U.S. Perhaps the women of the world will be· asserting their 
wornenhood soon~ 

WOMEN IN THE NEW LEFT 

We have mentioned the huamn condition and how we of the New Lef~. deplore 
exploitation of all kinds. At) the same time ,-1e reallze ·that the reVci,lution in 
this country will be a long hard pull. in order to keep the revolutionary 
movement alive it will be necessary that we attempt the most humane interaction. 
We must act as though the revolution had occurred by our relationships with one 
auother. 

We assert that SUPA people have the same hangup, frustrations, and rteuroses 
as the rest of society. One attempted solution to our lack of real ego identity 
was finding it within SUPA. We all know that this failed. We tried to make 
such a group our family, peer group and so.ciety. We creat:ed,.·or,ahllowed to be 
created father figures. Thfs was_ pro.ven harmful to all concerned and we hope a 
facet of our past from which we can l~arn. As a result of this kind of psychological 
seeking we never gained the principles of participatory democracy. A few people 
were al~owed to lead. Many people were excluded from leadership. The largest 
excluded group was women. SUPA in respect to women totally accepted the mores 
of the dominant society. 

--=-------



·d . •1Tbe•-9nly position for l10mett' in SNCC is °p'rone." 
Stokley once, .sa.1. , • • - i -- h t • · ;, . :. •• of the -fine SUP.A men utter ng sue a s atement, but 

We cannot 1.meg1.n~ any 1 • . • • 
- . . ••• f them thinking it, In fact they put ,-,ome~ in SUPA 

we can imagine ma~y O d h " • ves 11. • 
· two categories or -roles--the ,workers an t e WL _ • . 
1.n 

O 
• 1 f • ._, en are these who service the organizationL men. •. These ne ro e or .. om · . . d, 1 ,- · 
. - • ·t~~ st"'ble homey atmosphere in which the ra ica man oeeds to . women. ma1.nta1.n 1µ::; . ..,. _ , . Th • ·r · h ' ' 

• ' 

• · Th rs.·se the future.radicalf.'l of Can.ads. ey-·earn t e_ n;ioney in surviye. ey •.l.. • dl, 1 · • 
·,, · • - 'the mundane jobs. ·j:bat our society pays p·eople to do, so th~ re c~ m~n can 

be' at home and be political, -ceeZiltii.ve' and so forth. Of_ cours~, • ~hese rellltion­
shi 8 are ones of. 11freedom" ... But. it ili, in ,fact·, a ·one-sided ·freedom a[ld we 

. p · Ir 11 'T'\.' f' 1 • a.f ........ -r,u-1 """'" .~" .. ~ ... .,., __ a.11· know \iJhich side is free. .. ...ul.8' we .Lee:,., lS a ~ ... ~ .... ca ... .a.vu. Ll.\,II. ._.,,~.&.til.L.Lal&. 

to that ~f the dominant society-~ behind revery successful man is a s~ccessful 
woman, While these "real" women are being women ·(earning money, cooking and 
housecleaning) ·t}l~ir radical par.tmers con .:i;un around·-being ·political,· v~aative, 
writing, thinking and ooz.ing charisma. . . 
_ But in o~d~r to dq this, these men re.ed.-followers and maintai'nets. There-
fore .the worker.s of tue Movement--the second r.ole of women in SUPA. They 
are the typists, funcraisers, and couaounity organizers. The vast majority of 
community organizers were women and we must ask why. Community organizing was 
considered tedioua. It required patience, sensitivity, understanding and more 
patience. It is a s,ad commeni:,:\::y -that so few men felt they could do th.is kind 

• of work. 
Every ,so often one of these workers would try, through her efforts· and 

"~ork to attain a position of, l~ad~rship. They, as we all know too well, were 
' ' lsbeled "castrating females 11 and -not "real women". (They were no longer good 

.. ··• nlggers. )' Thhe women were forc.r.9 out of the or~aniz.ation by various uncon-
. :.·., scious means, or accepted their subservient roles.· The work pf these women 

has been used to build a myth but they must not try to g.ain recognition for 
this. . 

.. l 

The myth of partacipatory detn0cracy i~ just thlt if one looks at the 
participation ~f women in &'UFA. O.ld Leftists; .who a·gree !totally with the 

·a'ims and goals of SUPA are astoun~ed that we permit· the degree of male 
''chauvanism that abounds in it to exist. One·sometimes·gets the feeling.that 
we are like a civil rights organizatipn with a leadership of southern racists. 
Thi~. is disasterous for an organization. An organization that permits half 
its members~ip to be kept from using their talents and energies is in sad 
shape. Because of the attitude within the Movement (in the minds of both 
sexes) women are not free to think and act outside the. limited role. given' ·to 
them in the broader sociecy. We are all0wed to speak but our thoughts are 
not given serio\l.S attention un,ti l. expressed by a male .. , We are allo~~d !!exual 
fre!~om but wre (a) still face~, with a loss of respect' ort the part· of meriy 
m~les if we take advantage of that freedom, or• (b) ''&ti lli e~ec tecf to designate 
0~1:

11man11 as our first priority. (How many times have 'YOU h·eard 'a man· express 
flie senti1Dent that u woman in the ;imvement is taking a particular political 

·,n:, position beca1,1.se that is what he't' "man" thinks.) _,(, ,,:..: 
As some of ~e women have become more aware of our intellectual an~ 

• •• _, •• • pc:(li~icai powere we experienced a loss of emotional identity in our pe'rso·n~l 
·:., ;-· _l_ives,. Men seem t:o find it diffiuclt to relate at a person who cotnbines ·both 

.:·ro_l~s:_ J~e. "mascu~ifle" int!.ellectualism and "femine" emotionalism.· They''.'. 
'iilsfft ~e be or;te,,.or -the other. 

·.•·. ·tf we refuse to be_.megatl!!,d tp a womanly, wifely emotional role and • • 
. . I'. ·I ' • ,.. .. • . . • "' . ·.! . ' 

~I-· insist on be~ng -~-<r,.:;:ep~-~d. in.t\le,-realm 8f the tnind--theoretical, str,~eg1.cal and 
. ·analyzing wo~k~ mos~ men ~ill eve~tually accept us· there (on a tend~us ' 
1 basis wai t,ing for out first big s li9.) However we find then that ·-·we ate no 

·,.;. 
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lbuger wome~ ~ •~ t- .. to--thal. and-must look. .f OT'--emot:Lonal invol vementa 
outside the ieft ,tnv.:l,ronmen~.. .,. J: . '. • :: •• , 

Some women react· to this by reverting to the physical feminine and • • • • • '::·· :. ,: ' 
intellectually passive role. Hardly aware of itt they opt for the easier way• 
to have _thei~ ._emotlo,na 1 and sexua 1. needs fu 1£1 lled (bu men they re1pec t) • •• : ~: :· 
at the expense of ">their chance ior intellectual development. • • • • • • ,-, .:. • 

It is our contention that until the male chauv•niata of the movement 
(North .American and world wide) understand the concept of Liberation in relation 
to us, the .. mol!lt exploited•:,l!tEmber'B~ofnany3soolety, the Women, they will be voicing.· 
politica·l .u·es. . . 

c:..,_.,.. _ft .............. wnw,,..n SIT"il'.!. 1"P#l~V . . Fl\ ... ,. .. v ... 1111"'-ft'lr\ w" A'l"P ~J\Anlttncr fnr """'~ wvv~.._.., .... ,. ... ---•• --- ~---.r. ~- .... -.-•-,-------••• T•- __ ...,.. -••--•--•-o __ _ 

ourselves. We are doing the necessary reading, w~itin8, and conver1ing to find 
the analysis and theory for the task. We have t!he background of experiaBce 
tQ. ,do tJ\i~. We have the frustration of bein& exl luded to force ua to do tbtl. . 
we· are rea~izing that we ~ave brain~. That we·can be political. It ie the 
liberating feeling that black fold kave when they discover. that beiag black 
is beautiful and therefore they are beautiful. • It is a feeling of beauty 
and power. We aie getting these kinds ,of f'eelings·.· We have rejected many 
of the tr11ditio~_at.lead~r•- es .. irr~levaat. 

We are .g9ing .to,be th.e tYl)erQ .of letters and •1stributers of leaflets 
(hewers of wood and di:awefS of !o'l .. ter) NO .. LONGER ... W.e· &:re recognizing· our 
own existenetal position-and k~ow the. e~ploitetions ·that affedt us. At some 
time the men of the movement will have to understand our.poaition. We are 
going to fight to change the atmosphere that forbids participation. We hope 
tbat.,,'*-9.:8~ men who are. ex~l~d~d will -join -us .in .the -fight. 

Som~ -~f._,ua_ ~.men _whov. &"fe: ie~~rmined. to·. ~ac~lo~ize themaelyea. have: ,found -the 
structures of the movement, not only ~nadequat~ but containi~ the ~ard.core ~f. 
society's attitudes that restrain us. In the past few years we have learned 
enough to isolat~ some o,. ~he P.J'.Pl:>:lems in this complicated !1,ssue;, ·leanied enough 
to underatan~· tb~t for us to.live. we must be serious aboutiour work·on those 
probl~~ : 

!".~.--~ld_ .Uke others, men and women, to Min·us. You woul-d1 be vise· to do 
so. Aa long as we are unfree, we will enslave you • 

. :~re.fore ~e present these ·proposals for, the membership conference Illa large: 

We propos_e _: .. 
1. That women should have equal representation on any decision-making stntcture 
that iQ instituted by this body in the future. 

2. Th•~ -~e--~hoiild be a e,tated policy· of electing or appointing at aoae one 
woman.-1:0 ·each co11111j.ttee Uf working group instituted by any part of this- body 
in the future. 

3. Tha~ people ao longe~ be .de-identified with labels such aa •so and ao'• 
wife',. 1

110 and_ so:s girlfriend·', :i,ut should be called by thttr chosen nam~. 

4. That.people make a ~o~scious effort. to stpp using labels or statements that 
are indended to indimidate and debase. like 'castrator', frustrated female', 
comment a like. 1 you p.re not being a real woman 1 , 'all .she needs is ;·a:- good acrev.•, 
'what she nee~s is a couple of. babies' because one cannot handle a woman who is 
being ponest and disrespectful. 

. - .. --,,... 
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document that jight be wr_itten fol' thia 
s. That ny.Manifesto or similar of committ~,'Pt to women's 
meaibership body should include a statement 
libeJ!'ation •~d equality • 

..... ,· ,.. 
8 

kit on women that would include some hi~t_prical: 
6. Th~t U,P should t,eblish Uft-tc,-date wr~.t~ng8 by women of the :, 
vritings of past tloriaus leaders, and ~ ... 
1960 1s, :~ ; (. 

"'-. h b. 
1
-._ · • • • . ~ •- ---·· ... oni- ... ""q•: a Women's Liberation Work ·croup, 1, 7.' .a.pa~ t ere e u1.C18tea l.U u1auy .... ._ ...... -- • - • • ' 

One exists. in Toronto which has produced this pap~r. We are -~nn~un~.1,ng the _ _.. 
kinds of studies and actions we lllight _initiate, tar others tC;> join ua or '•::·, 
·start ao,nething similar elsewhere. • .,.. .... · · •• ;, • 

4; The:w~~k Group should plan a strategy of· action fpr the folloving yea.rr,. ~or 
the purpose :of. education and study of the iss~e·, as we fl' as _any actions ~e~e.d ; • 
felevan't;,·t~ its time and place, · , ·, i 

• ·~ ·,~I 

b. ~e-~ork G~oup'e action plan should includ~·a schedule .of meetings,. 
conferences and seminars; to be attended by a·t le'a's't one 111ember ·of the Work 
Group, for-the purpose of education of a broader base. (1.4. proposed. Women's 
Seminar at Waterloo• ·NDP > SCM,. Student Cou~c il~r, ets.) M~ers can,. share 
reactions of· these groups to· de\Jelop _tac'dcs, and a deepe~ ans lysis of the 
problems involv~ in change. • .-.· ·' • • 

.. , .. -
c. The Work Group should evaluate the·methods that might be used to influ•nce 

liberal uomea1s grou:pa t.o pre.a.suN for divorce and alimony reform, birth controJ 
and abortion law reform and equality in law and wages. For instance, the Royal" 
Comis~ion on Women, alt;ough usele.ss,_might ~~ benefited by some~ icleasl 
inthe coming elections, Federal .and ~i.al u Ont.ar!o., ,....en c&Pd.;f.6Ues' 
c.awpp,aign.a could posstbl-, be used strategically. • . • • .. 

_; • I 

d. The Work Group· might present a test· case to ,u Onllari~' Buman Rights , •• , 
Cc,aaiJW,ion OD equal" 'Eights to housing by.: single women,. or a test. case agaiut • . ' .. 
mele molute.rs on the groupds that ~~n should not be jailed-~~ ~ing tl\e 
society's att.:f.tudu :~ snou.ld be made t:d see the rights of ari. indivi~l WOIDaft• . '•, . ·- . 

e. The Work Group sould institute an action ~rogram with yo~ng w01t~n (ie York• 
ville or silllilar.areas) such as an a.du.c.ational clinic on birth control, .healtJi 
and other needs; in order to reach a broader base of young l'Omen. q_uea~on_lng 

'their role. • • 

f. The Work Group should write and provide articles, not only .. for RIPP, but 
also far mass·media and women's magazines, giving s new slant o~ the tradltlonal • 
•~JectstAuch ss the family system, the Mele Problem, the real needs women have 
or do not have for love and children, and the need for self•respect. • • 

g. Th·e Work Group should research prominent· literature such· ·as tex~ books, 
magazines, women's pages of newspapers for the prejudices that they are based, 
on, for the female brainwashing techniques, and the psychological advertising,. 
methods- to start a program of counter-action. 

, h. The Work Group should invesitgate the needs of women living alone now and 
int-he future and to devise methods for them to meet their problems, Fo-r a wo,aan 
who wishes to live alone there sre many economic problems that can only be met 
through co-operative means. For example, it might examine the feasability of 
setting up a c:.o--aperatively ~ented row housing unit to provide: 
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a. private apartments (at reasonable rates) for single women who are 
usually har•ssed by-landlords in numerous ways, as well as for couplee and 
also rooms for those who live co-ops. 

b. a child nursery for women who wish to have children alqne and will 
have to work. It could be run by one woman in t!he unit as a 3,db and to 
help support it, other children. 

c. A credit union to help single women (whoae wages are generally low) to 
provide for amergtnciee, euch as four months off to have a baby, ■ickneaa, 
a trip to Europe, etc. 

i. A cooperative book and periodical centre. 

l• Pacilitiel for holding seminars, etc. 
I 

k. A cooperative business such as creating clothes, leather goods, art, 
publishing, furniture, perhaps a small co-op store including baby clothes, etc. 

BtBLIOGRAPHY_--~n invomplete suggested tist of readings 

Beard, Miriam, Fomen as a Force in History 
Bebe.I, August, Wgmen and Socialism 
Bettelheim, Bruno, 'Toe Case of the Kibbutz 11

,. in the. Family apd the 0 Sexual 
Reyolution, ed. E.H. Schur 

Borgese, Elizabeth Mann, Ascent of Women 
Briffault, Robert, Toe Mothers 

*de Beauvoir, Simone, The Second Sex., The Prime of Life._ M~s qf a °'l.5iQll .,: 
Daughter, etc. a 

Deautach, Helene, Psychology of Women 
Ellis, Raveloce, Han and Woman 
Engels, Ffedrich, The Origuns of Family. Privatg Property and the State. 
"'flexner, Eleanor, Century of Struggle 
'flGoldman, Euma, "Oo Love", in the Anarchists, ed. Horowita 
Lenin, V.l., The Emaociqation of Women 
"'Lessing, Doris, The Golden Notebook, The Grass is Singing, ETC,ETC•••• 
ltomaroasky, Mirra, Women in the Modern World 
Ironhausen, Phyllis and Eberhard, The Sexually Reseonsibe FemQle 
Mead, Margaret, Male and Female; Sex and TeffiRerament 
Hill, John Stuart, The Subjegation of Women 
Montague, Ashley, The Natural Superiority of Women 
Min, Anias, The Diary of Anias Nin 
Ramelson, Harian, The Petticoat Rebellion 

"'B.eich, Wilhelm, The Function of the Orgasm 
Shaw, George Bernard, The Intelligent #Woman's Guide to Socialism 
Woolstonecraft, Mary, A Vindication of the Rights of Women 
-AMitchell, Juliet, ''The Longest Revolution", in New Left Review 
Lysistrata and Electra , 
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