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‘dition in New Left terma as it @X1lpts today. We Wlll also exXplore tne position
and role of women within this human condition. We will trace the history of

the role of women in the New Left 1in Canadd' and show that this t¢le is determined
by the values of the dominant society. We will point out directions, methods
for change and concrete suggestions for change both within and without the Move-

ment.
We trust that you w111 conslder this paper with the seriousness with which

it was written

]

HUMAN CONDITION - - .

P

In all of the things we stand for, are concerned with, and work for, as the
"New Left," is this concept we talk about as the LIBERATION of 'human beings, in
order that they might develop themselves to the' full potential that human kind
may have. It is the concept behind our rhetoric on the Black people of the U.S.,
;he Vietnawese, tbe Canadian Indiaas, the developing Third Werld, the poor and
the middle .classes.

" Unlike lower forms of life, human beings are capable of beccmlng--becoming
more  than a 11v1ng entity that is enslaved to the creation and’ma1ntenance of
the species. The potential we human be1ngs share is to develop our own creativity

- and make valid our humanism. We need not be caught up in the apimalistic biological

concept. of physical survival of the fittest. Our level of survival amd- creativity

is intricately, bound up with the spiritual, social and economic level of socilety.

Our level of survival and creativity is dependent on our consclousness and the

type of social relationships that allow the exxpansion of the consciousness. ,
We say that an dcquisitive, frightened elite in society keeps all those who

" are dieposed. from growing in those areas which raise man to greatet helghts of

I

- creativeness, self-understanding, happiness than the more pr1m1t1ve past we come
from. Liberation is to move freely thr0ugh a lifetime's: experience, learning
from all, and. regardless of one's supposed "place™, expressing oneself in ways
that have rarely been possible In our conformist society. We live in a time
when this seems possible to us, within our reach; we have some knowledge, ways
of communicating, aids like drugs for self- awareness and awareness of others,
but are limited in our freedom to use them. Hence our underground methods of
clircumventing these restrictions put on us; underground - whether cultural or
revolvtionary. However, since we hope for an extensive change in society, we
constantly attewmpt to brimg our way of living and thinking to the surface, to
start the change occurring.

i However, so often it means that iustead of understanding that concept we
;- espouse, we use-it mainly as rhetoric, as & shallow political exxplanatlon for

-our dissent.. That is not to say that liberation ahbuld or could come before
HE can politically use the eoncept, but certainly among ourael#es being and

 using should be.simultanecus. We must learn by doing how peaple who have no

power can liberate themselves.

.. . THE HUMAN CONDITION.AS REFLECTED IN THE POSITION OF WOMEN )

" "The direct, natural, necessary relation of human creatures is the.relation

of man to woman...The nature of this relation delimits to what point man himself '

is to be considered as a generic being. As mankind, the relation of man to woman
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to what peint the human being has become his natural being, to what point hiy
human nature has becote his nature.™ -

Simone de Bepuvidr has said in response to Marx's statement: “The case
could not be better stated. It is for man to establieh the reign of liberty
in the midst of the world of the given.: To gain the préme victory, it is
ndcessary for one thing. That by and through their natursl differentiation

- wen and women unequivocably affirm!their brotherhood." . .

We believe they both state the case very well. We also see the humsn

condition of this soclety as one of lonliness, alienation, and fear.
We all look for support against -thfs, Men attempt to alleviate thig fear
by having a person -- a woman-~-_.he- can depend upon and dominate. He must
see her 48 an inferior in order to strengthen his f{dentity which is
constantly threatemed by an inhuman society. This leaves the woman with
on}y one rolé with which to eliminate her similar fears. She must gain her
{dentity thrr.igh that domination, The woman begins to tie the man to her
through his need to her. He {s dependent on her playing the role of belng
his helpmate and being dependent on him for providing and protecting.
The man'es function is creation gnd procreation; the women's is maintenence.
Ehla rqlelghafes gfﬁw‘she realizes in her subtonscious what Marcuse saya:
Free tlection of “nasters does not abolish ‘the masters or the slaves.”

‘The woman be@omﬂs}pO&Sesaive in retaliation for her forced role. She canmot
‘allow him to be free because she is not free. Marcuse says, "In a soclety
based on exploitation both the slave and the slaveholder are unfree . . .

and this mutual dependence is...a viclous circle which encloses hoth the
Master and the Servant.” The human quality of love is destroyed. And we
are the children of such relationships.:
- As Maridn Ramelson writes: "Not only “(will) men have to re=estimate
. women's place in the home and society, hut women will have to re-estimate
7 themBelves, giving their work and potentialities a far higher value then
they've been accustomed to do.'" Yes,.the 'woman problem' is a human
'problem’' but we women are beginding to understand the nesessity of re-
estimat g ourselves. We are learning what Marcuse knew: "The range of
choice upen to the individual is not the decisive factor in determining
the degree of human freedom, but what can be chosen and what is chosen by
~the individual." '

Perhaps the position of women in the sexual act, most often lying
‘underneath the man, illustrates the social and economic position of ..ren
fn soclety, Vomen feel they are still on the bottom, in all respects.

The -notion of human liberation is in direct opposition-to the notions of
. efficiency, profit, accumutation of possessions. The separation of man
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THE AISTORICAL BASIS OF THE POSITION OF VWOMEN

Juliet Mitchell, {n an article on the position of women, 'The Longest Re-
volution," New Left Review, has set out four categories which she sees as oper-
ating dialectically to create and reinforce a subservient position for women in
soclety: production, reproduction, sexuality, and socialization. Her categories will
be used to develop' an outline of the historical basis of women's enslavement.
Production ’

Socialist writers have traditionally linked the origins and continuation of
women's domination with the physical supericrity of men, and thelr consequent ability to
perform work, with a resulting-division of tasks of men as creator and conquercrs, while
women act as preservers and maintainers. . .o

Historically, this is not true. While it is brue ‘that man's physical atrength has

glven him a capacity for violence, in wars and conquest, Bhd thus .oliticai'control, the
role of women Ln production has been a varied one. For example, in many agricultural
In Britaln during

gocletiea, women have performed the bull of the work in the fields.
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. I ,e-thelr own sexual poten to
o oderi”’ women begin to TecognlZe: _ ; : o
dqmanﬁssezzairtfl'ulfillment,--women begi: ma:ri;: z:;te:: th;h ;*:j;:t;aizfﬂj: ve -
ave tw ople, each treating the other e object. ¢
hgzgn;z;azgp:opie are taught, in order to keep them 3115“3;ed frgmng:eaznﬁ:;:;.
%o treat other people as the object of their wantg &nd nee B.f?“ e P the
béiﬁgs. The partial liberation that has and is tgking place orl'huﬁﬁﬁrrqlatiqn-
sexual sphé}e does, however, hold out the possibllity of-morg rea (odhtes the L
ships between men and women. Both become equal and a:tive part;c'pal_iiﬂ
tly increased. .
potential for a mutual experience iz grea € L o
This kind of sexual liberation creates the possibility for people to unlearn

- soci hich act to preserve an alienating society - men can mo
o A i conquarors, u it onquered, ‘and thisg will in
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turn have its effect on the social roles that they must play.

Sogcjalization of Children

Women are taught to be parasites - as Emma Goldman says - to live off
men as dependent creatires. ' It is hardly surprising that since they are
also the major socializers of children, children grow up’ not learming to he
independent of others and able to make independent judgements sbout their own
lives and the values of the society. . Ca

There is no particular biological reason, apart From early feeding, ‘that
women shoyld act as the soclalizers of children. Indeed, the separate functions
given to men and women in teaehing children:behavior: and it developing personality
strﬁgtﬁfe are in .themselves: evidence of the unintegrated ‘personality-structure
that results.from the roles.of men and women in the soclety: the ‘mother is the
unconditional love.symbol, the father that .of authority, We see this also in
the personality characteristics which men.and womep are taught - wen are intellectualj
strong, aggressive, women passive, emotional, tender and so onm, Such a division,
biologically speaking,-1s of course so much nonsense. -~ '

" . The nuclear fawily, with the love symbdl and the aythority figure also

provides social stability in that it provides a‘structure in which "frustration
transference" takes place. - The man returns: from work where he i3 unable to take

" out his frustrations in the appropriate place, and transfers ‘the hostility to

wife and children, The mother allows this! by accepting this as the male role.,.

#h“just wait until your father, gets home and hears:whay you did ~-you are going
" ‘to get it then". It also provides a.way of socialising ¢hildren that ¥ill

teach them to obey authority by. providing, in the early years, a complete authotity
system of adults which they must -submit to. ’

In all of the areas mentioned above, biological necessity cénnot explain
the roles accorded to men and women. Biology is a useful excuse, since for the
sake of efficiency many differentiations in socisl roles are made most easily in
this way. However, maintenance of the social structure camn also be seen as
a8 primary cause for the divisiop of roles between men and women that has taken

" place, Thus the liberation of women is a revolutionary demand in all its "aspects,
" for it demands the most complete restructuring of the social order, The
realization of this would mean in. fact human 1i{beration,

CULTURAL DETERMINATION OF THE ROLE OF WOMEN

The role of woman as the gentre of .the family--the child raiser, cook and
bousekeeper and that of the man as the provider of the family has been assumed
as ndfural. The nature of woman and of man has also been assumed; We contend
that, in fact, culture could determine the exact opposité. There is 'hio’ natural
1nhprn 1ﬁqtinct_for certain roles and parsonality traits. ' e

Margaret Mead says thils in her books Sex and Temperment -and Male and Female.
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let us review her findings. The Zunil, Arapesh and Samcan tribes congist of men
and womenr with the characteristics we attribute to men in our society. The
women also actively enjoy sex while the men do not {Judg is turning over in his
grave). The Mumdugumor tribe 1s the opposite - bothmen and women have the
masculine characteristics of our soclety. The womén, by the way, detest child~
bearing and rearing (there goes the myth of "maternal instihct"). They are

also the providers for the family. The Tchambulli and Zuni have their men raise
the children. The former tribe finds the men adcorned with lovely ornaments, and
long curls, while the women are unadorned with shaven heads. The men apend their
time with the.-children, doing the shopping and gossiping. The women work in

the fields and forests to provide food and shelter for the family.

The other outstanding example of deviance from the norms of western society
is the position of men and women in lower-class Negro soclety in the U.S. Because
of the old slave systém where the white women were allowed nc freedom and the use
of black wowen by white men; black women have had n special role, and a degree
of freedom. There is an old Southern saying that 'the orly free people in the
South are white men and black women." (A rueful addition by the white women
in SNCC was, '"so now we're fighting for the freedoem of Negro men. When is it
our turn?") .

The lower class Negro women are thé ones who can get the Jobs. There are
very few jobs for the men. Welfare reinforces this since women can .recelve
welfare only when they prove they are not living with a man, Nesro -Women are
breadwinners. They are the rulers of the roost. They are assertlve. active
in politice {within the confides of their cast society) and the dominant force
in their society. It is the womwen who are free to partake in affairs with men
of other classes and colors. Men, if they remaim in the fami ly are submissive,
fearful and definitely the less favored half of the relationship, They are also
often forced to raise the children.

The bulk of the membership and leadership of the MFDP, MFLU, and Poor
‘People & Corporation {the only truly grass roots organlzatlons in the South)
were and are women, We moarn the loss of manhood of Negro men. It is easy
to see that they have been deprlved by the culture in which they live of their

. Full humanity. Very few people moarn the loss of humanity in the wxploited half
. of the human species -~ the women. Negro men are asserting their manhocd in
~the ghettoes of the U.S. Perhaps the women of the world will be asserting their
womenhood soon.

1

WOMEN IN THE KEW LEFT

We have mentioned the huamn condition and how we of the New left deplore
Ex“lﬂltﬂtlﬂﬂ of 211 kinds, At the same time we realize that the rnwnlnl’inn in
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this country will be a long hard pull. In order tc keep the revolutionary
movement alive it will be necessary that we attempt the most humane interection.
We must act as though the revolution had occurred by our relationships with one
ancther,

We assert that SUPA people have the same hangup, frustrations, and neuroses
as the rest of society. One attempted solution to our lack of real ego identity
vas finding it within SUPA. We all know that this failed. We tried to make
auch a group our family, peer group and scciety. We created.orabhllowed to be
created father figures. This was proven harmful tc all concerned and we hope a
facet cf our past from which we can learn. As a result of this kind of psychological
seeking we never gained the pr1nc1p1es of participatory democracy. A few people
were allowed to lead. Many people were excluded from leadership, The largest

excluded group was women. SUPA in respect toc women totally accepted the mores
of the dominant society.
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"surv1ve. They réise the future. radicals of Canada.

be at home and be. pOlltlcal .ceeative and so forth.
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“The - pnly position for women' in SNCE {g ‘Prone,™
We cannot imagine any of the, fine SUPA men utterirg such : statement, byt
we can imagine many of them thinking it. In fact they pu vomen in SUPA
in two categories ox roles-=the workers and the "wives'! .

One role for women are thcse. who service the organizations men. - These

oY the radical man needs t
the stable, homey atmosphere in which °
women, maintain the : They-earn’ the ‘woney in

le to do, so the radicgl mgp can
0f course, these relation-
ships are ones of. "freedom". . But it 1s, in fact, aone-sided ‘freedom and we

211 know which side is "free". This, we fesl, is a situatiod not unsimilar
to that of the dominant society -- behind revery successful man is a successful
womant, While these "rezl" women are being women (edrning money, cooking and
housecleaning) their radical partmers can xun around being political vrﬂative
writing, thinking and oozing charisma, O

But in order to do this, these men re.ed followers and maintainers, There-
fore the workers of the Movement--the second role of women in SUPA. I’They
are the typists, fuancraisers, and community organizers. The vast majority of
community organizers were women and we nust ask why. Community organizing was
consldered tedious, It required patience, sensitivity, understanding and more
patience. It is a sad commeniary that so few men felt they could do this kind

Stokley. once.-said,:

the mundane jobs. that our society pays peop

'of’work

Every so often one of these workers would try, through her efforts and

"work to attain a position of. leadnrshlp They, as we all know too well, were

labeled * castratlng females" and .-not "real women'. (They were no longer good
niggers.) Thése women were foreed ocut of the organization by variocus umcon=-
scious means, or accepted their subservient roles.” The work pf these women
has been used to build a myth but they must not try to ga;n recognition for
this,

The wmyth of'partacipatory democracy is just th&t'if one looks at the
participation of women in SUPA, 0ld Leftists; who agree'totally with the

-alms and goals of SUPA are astounded that we permit the degree of male
‘¢hauvanism that abounds in it te exist. One sometimes gets the feeling that

we are like 2 ecivil rights organization with a leadership of southern racists.
This is disasterous for an organization. An organization that permits half
its membership to be kept from using their talents and energies is in sad
shape. Because of the attitude within the Movement {(in the minds of both
sexes) women are not free to think and act outside the limited role. given to
them in the broader sociery., We are allowed to speak but our thoughts are

not given seriouys attention until expressed by a male.  Wa are allowed soxual
freedom but wre (a) still faced with a loss of respect’ on the part of meny
males if we take advantage of that freedom, oxr (b) wtill: édpected to designace

, ou: ‘man" &s our first priority. (How many times have 'you heard ‘4 man Express

the sentiment that w woman in the mmvement is taking a particular political
position hecause that is what her "man'' thinks.) SRS
45 some of ys women have become more aware of our intellectual and

‘political powers we experienced a loss of emotional identity in our peTsonal

lives. Men seen to f1nd it diffiuclt to relate ot a person who cottbines both

'croles. i.e. as:ul;ne intellectualism and "femine" emotionalism. - They’i'

‘inslst we be on¢g.or the other.

"anglyeging work most men will eventually accept us there (on a tendous )
‘basis walting for ocut first big slin.) However we find then that-we are no

1f we refuse to be rdegated tp a womanly, wifely emotional role andJ
{hsiat on being aqcePted in the- realm 6f the mind--theoretical, strateglcal and

iﬂte!l-
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‘feminine" to-them snd must look for-emotional 1nvu1vements ' :
outside the left. tnvironment. SOy Y B
Some women react to thia by reverting to the physical feminine and P
intellectually passive rcle. Hardly aware of 1it, they opt for the easier vey=
to have their. emotlonal and sexual needs fulfilled (bu men they renpect) :
at the expenle of .their chance for intellectual development. - - 'n;;»
It 15 our contention that until the male chauvénista of the movement '
(North American and world wide) understand the concept of Liberstion in relationm
to us, the most exploitedtmemberBrdfnanyssookety, the Women, théy will be voicing -
political lies. |
Same movewent .women are rpndu 'F.n-r nnunhnr-lﬂn Ua are l_'b.ﬂe!!p.g for
ourselves. We are doing the necegsary reading, writing, and conversing to find
the auslysis and theory for the task, We have the background of experience
to do thisg. We have the frustration of being extluded to force us to do thh, .
We are realizing that we have brains. Thet we can be political. It ia the
liberating feeling that black fold kave when they diacover. that beiag bleck
is beautiful and therefore they are beautiful. It 1is a feeling of beauty
and power. We age getting these kinds .of feelinge, We have rejected many
of the traditiona} .leaders as irrelevant.
We are going to be the typers .of letters and #istributers of leaflets
(hewers of wood and drawars of water) NO LONGER. We are recognizing our
ovn existential position apd know the exploitations -that affedt us, At some
time the men of the movement will have to understand our. position, We are
going to fight to change the atmosphere that forbids participation. We hepe
that those men who are excluded will Join-us in the iight. : '

- e,
TG . ) . . . .

PROPOSALS:

Some of. ua Women uho are: detarmined to. dncolonize themselvea: have found -the
structures of the movement, not only inadequate but coantaining the hard. core of.
society'a attitudes that restrain us. In the past few years we have learned
enough to isolate some of the prpblems in this complicates'issue; Tesrmed enough
to understand that for us teo, live, we must be serious about:our work-on thosge
problems, : o : .

He. upuld 1ike others, men and women, to jdin us. You would:'be wise to do
so. As long as we are unfree, we will emslave you.

-.?hprefore we present these propossls for:the mewbership conference bbb large:

We propose:.
1. That women should have equal representation on any decision-making structure
that is inatituted by this body in the future.

2, That there should be a stated policy of electing or appointing at some one
vomen .to-each committee oy working group instituted by any part of this body
in the future. .

3. That people mo longer be de-identified with labeds such as 'so and so's
vife', 'so and so’s girlfriend’, but should be called by thitr chosen name,

4. That people make 2 conmsclous effort to stpp using labels or statements that
are indended to indimidate and debase, like 'castrator', frustrated female',
corments like.'you are not being a real woman', 'all she needs 1s:s good screw',
'wvhat she needs is a couple of babies' because one cannot handle a woman who 1s
being honest and disrespectful.

]
3
’
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ument that jight be written foE this o
tement of committFipt to women's

.

5. That any Manifesto or similar doc
membership body should include a sta

liberation and equality.

_ e | o
That RIPP sho that would include some histbrical.

6. That P should peblish a kit on women © !

wtiti:gsniz past glorious leaders, gnd up-to-datg writings by women of Fe

1960's,

. T
'

7. That thé;e be ihitiated in many centres; & Women's Liberstion Work Group, ;. . .
O;E exists in Toronto which has produced this paper, We are announcing the . |
kinds of studies and actions we might initiate, for others to join us or oy

-’v

_‘start acmething similer elsewhere. . . _ e R

o

a: The. Work Group should plsn a strategy of action for the following yeam,_#or
the purpase of .education mnd study of the issue, as well a5 any actions 4qgneﬂ r
felevant.te its time and place, o : e

b. The.Work Group’s action plan should include 'a schedule of meetings,.
conferences and geminars; to be attended by at least one member of the Work .
Group, for the purpose of education of a broader base. (i.4d. proposed Women's .
Seminar at Waterloo, NDP, SCM, Student Councils, eta.) Members can share
reactions of these groups to debélop tactics, and a deeper amalysis of the
PrOblﬂllS involved in ch&nge. L o

c. The Work Group should evaluate the methods that might be used to infludnce
liberal women's graups to pressure for divorce and alimony reform, birth contral
and abortion law reform and wquality in law and wages, For instance, the Royal™
Commigsion on Women, altjough useless, might be benefited by some real ideasg
inthe coming elections, Federal and Provincial in Ontario, wompen candjdates’
cagpaigns could possibly be used strategically. ‘ L

d. The Work Group might present a test case to $88 Ontario Human Rights
Commiasion on equal rights te housing by'single women, or a test case against = ..
mgle molesrers oo the groupds that men should not be jailed fox expressing the
soclety’s asttitudes but should be made td‘see.the rights of an individaul woman,

e. The Work Oroup eould institute an action program with young wogen (ie Yorke
ville or similar areas) such as an aducational clinic on birth control, health
and other meads, in order to reach g broader base of young women questioning
‘their role. ' ‘ |

£. The Work Group should write and provide articles, not only for RIPP, but
also for mass media and women's magazines, giving s new slant on the traditiomal
subjects ;such s8 the family system, the Male Problem, the real needs women have
or do not have for love and children, and the need for self-respect,

g. The Work Group should resesrch prominent litersture such as text books,
magaezines, women's pages of newspapers for the prejudices that they are based.
on, for the female brainwashing techniques, and the psychological advertising ..
methods- to start a program of countér-action. ' : :

. h., The Work Group should investigate the needs of women living alone now and
in the future and to devise methods for them to meet their problems, For a woman
who wishes to live alone there sre many economic problems that can omly be met
through co-operative means. For exsmple, it might examine the feasability of
eetting up a co~operatively rented row housing unit to provide:
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a. private apartments (at reasonable rates) for single womén who ere

usually harzssed by. landlords in numerous ways, as well as for couples and
also rooms for those who live co-ops.

b. a child nursery for women who wish to have children algne and will

have to work. It could be run by one woman ia the unit as & Jgb end to
help support it, other children.

c. A credit unton to help single women (whobe wages are Eenerally low) to

provide for emergiucies, such as four wonths off to have a baby, sickneess,
a trip to Europe, etc.

i. A cooperative book and periodical centre.
J.» PFacilities for holding seminars, etc.

1
k. A cooperative business such as creating clothes, leather goods, art,
publlishing, furniture, perhaps a small co-op store including baby clothes, etc.
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