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people's 
day 

'-'-,he~e are rc-volutionary times. All over the globe men are revolting 
against old systems of exploitation and oppression and out of the 
wombs of a frail world new systems of justice and equality are being 
born. The shirtless a1d barefoot people of the land are rising up as 
never before. "The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light." 
We in the West must support these revolutions. It is a sad fact that, 
because of comfort, complacency, a morbid fear of Communism, and 
our proneness to adjust to injustice, the Western nations that initiated 
so much of the revolutionary spirit of the modern world have now 
become the arch anti-revolutionaries. This has driven many to feel 
that only Marxism has the revolutionary spirit. Therefore, Commu 
nism is a judgment against our failure to make democracy real and 
folio~ through on the revolutions that we initiated. Our only hope 
today lies in our ability to recapture the revolutionary spirit and go 
out into a sometimes hostile world declaring eternal hostility to pov­
erty, racism, and militarism' -Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 

STATE OF THE NATION 
( cont'd from above) 

economic 
• condition& 

and social 
of these 

communities is still one of 
being on the botton rung of 
the ladder. There is only one 
way for us to go and that is 
up and we will either go up 
together or we will stay down 
together. The cold winter 
days are with us now but 
Springtime is around the 
corner and I am proposing 
that we mobilize and lay the 
foundation now for a Sprin~ 
offensive. That new thrust 
must say to the 

,Administration that we are 
aware of the dangerous 
course this nation is on and 
we are determined to turn it 
around. To accomplish this 
we must end the division and 
come together and restore to 
the nation a -sense of national 
purpose and vision. To 
achieve this will undoubtedly 
require a brand new 
Administration in 1972. That 
perspective has to be 
organized for now. ■ 

soul force 
The year ending marks the strike of Georgetown, S C 

first m the new decade which and the United Farm Workers 

STATE OF 
A NATION 

our country has now entered. 
It was a significant year for 
measuring the depths of the 
crisis which American society 
finds itself in; a crisis of a 
long drawn out character and 
many sided in its dimensions. 
Yet it was a year which 
enables us to draw confidence 
from the example of struggles 
that erupted in several areas. 
These were $truggles that 
were successful within limited 
objectives and therefore full 
of hope that they present 
disastrous course of the 
nation can be reversed. I am 
making reference here to the 
recent Postal Workers strL,e 
with which this year began 
the courageous struggle of the 
Auto Workers against the 
deterioration of their living 
standards and working 
conditions and the current 

Organization in California. I 
am proud that SCLC has had 
active fraternal relations with 
each of these groups. 

Fortunately, Nixon and 
Agnew were unable to 
stampede American voters 
around the "law and order" 
issue during the recent 
congressional and state 
elections. While the 
conse·rvative forces 
undoubtedly scored some 
victories with Nixon and 
Angew's help, for the most 
part it was the reelection of a 
number of stalwart liberal 
and progressives like Senator 
Hartke in Indiana and Philip 
Hart in Michigan and the 
emer1enee of a body of 
talented new political leaders 
like Adlai Stevemon ID in 
Winoil and John Tunney in 
California which ue the main 

t ,.-el ve black congressmen, 
including three new ones, and 
w 1 see that the electoral 
arena remains an area in 
which work must and can be 
successfully done. 

The recent "White House 
Conference On Children" at 
which I had the honor of 
addressing a planary session, 
revealed in its composition, 
that the coalition which we in 
SCLC worked so hard to 
develop during the first phase 
of the Poor People's 
Campaign is holding its own. 
Despite strains and stresses, 
encouraged by those who 
wo u Id divide us, large 
numbers of activists see the 
common ground for unity 
among Blacks, Chicacanos, 
Puerto Ricans, Appalachian 
!Whites. and Indians. The 

cont'd below 

Every nation produces during its history a few great men, who appear u~ounced and steal into tbe heart of the people When they are 
gone, the people remember it is the most natural thing int-bte world to remaiber with gratitude, the greatnesse leadership of these few, these 
great men. Such a man was Martin Luther King.Jr. and by the power of his mtlll3fe and his courage, held up to the American people their own 
noble dream, and the shortcomings compared to it. And because the American people sensed and •knew that Dr. King loved them, and had 
come ·not to condemn, but to call out the best potential in them, the American people grew to love him in return. 

His going was so sudden and tragic that nation was traumatized and the dream that he so eloquently described and so powerfully lived was 
clearly highlighted by the people's response to his death. The American people did not forget. The grief was a long time passing for many 
people; Dr. King had been a sumbol of so much hope to so many people. The passing of the dreamerrcould not obscure the great dream he had 
so beautifully portrayed so many times in so many ways to the American people. 

Spontaneously at first, in a thousand private ways, the American people remembered Martin Luther King, Jr. At first it was throught grief 
and tears. But there is. a healing' that enables people to remember the beauty BB well as the grief. 

January 15th, the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is a new holiday on the calendar•-" The People's Holiday. 
Congress and the President have failed to give this date official legal recognition, but a year ago, Dr. Ralph David 
Congress and the President have failed to give this date offical legal recognition, but a year ago, Dr. Ralph David Abernathy proclaimed 

January 15th as "The People's Holiday,'_' and the people responded. Millions celebrated the birthday of this great Black man and world leader 
of this century. • 

Congressman John Conyers, with twenty-four other Congressmen and Senators, introduced a bill in the U .. Congress calling for the Congress 
to establish January 15th as a national holiday. Nine states declared some sort of special observance for the day. Over thirty-eight cities and 
school districts declared· special observances, officially. Hundreds of communities and churches held special observances. School children had 
special assemblies and essay contests. January 15th was already a special day, celebrated in a special way, for millions of Americans. And like 
the slaves who had been set free near the end of the Civil War, the American people knew that soo11er or later th,;, government would catch up, 
and make thePeople'sHoliday an official National Holiday. . -

This January 15th,1971 will be even a greater day, because millions more of the people will sp';-3k. ~veral states already and at least thirty 
citites will have official observations. Unions are beginning to demand that January 15th be a paid holiday for workers. Students are honoring 
Dr. King in school assemblies and •activities . All across the nation on the 15th of January, the people are using their holiday to salute Dr. King 
with religious services, marches, and demonstrations, and movements. 

Once again, we will challenge the Federal Government to act. This time, we will present to Congress in Washington, millions of signatures 
calling upon the national legilature to declare each January 15th a national legal holiday. 

As we prepare for the" People's Holiday" in 197?. we should think about why we eel brate on this day and how we should celebrate it. 
First of all, we should never allow America and the world to forget the greatness of Martin Luther King, Jr His vision will always be relevant 

to the solution of human porblems, and we should always look to him for guidance. 
It was Dr. King who awakened the world the It was Dr. King who awakened the world to the evils of racism genocide, poverty, war and 

oppression. And it was he who began to lead us toward overcoming these evils with a mass movement of people. So we should resolve each 
January 15th, especially in this perilous new decade of the '70-'s, to continue that movement until Dr. King's work is completed. 

We must also create new demensions an::.l new strategies for our movement. We must become more militant and fufill the potential of mass 

civil disobedience which was a strategy that Dr. King was moving forward in the later days of his life. We must teach a _whole new generation of 
young people about the legacy of Dr. King and about his techniques for seizing power for the people---- through the ballot, through coalitions 
of the oppressed, through and organized force for the working poor, and through the masses of the young. It is this revitalized mass movement 
of people which will really celebrate and honor Martin Luther King, Jr. Let us begin the renewal. of our struggle on January 15th---

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP CELEBRATE JANUARY 15TH? 

■COMMUN 1 TY 
GROUPS--Organize 
memorial observances, 
highlighting specific 
community grievances. 

•UNION MEMBERS 
AND OFFICIALS--Ask 
your local to declare it a 
special day. Declare to 
the community in a 
special resolution why 
your local is celebrating 
January 15th. 

Demand the day be 
included as a holiday in 
your next contract, and 
make it a "non-negotia­
ble demand." 

Get your union to 
support officially, the 
ongoing work of Martin 
Luther King. Jr., through 

contributions to the •STUDENTS AND 
Southern Christian • •• FACULTY--Organize 
Leadership Conference, special anti-war and 
and the Martin Luther anti-racism and 
King, Jr. Memorial .anti-poverty rallies on 
Center. y o u r c a m p u s , 
•SCHOOL TEACHERS remembering that Dr. 
A N D S TU DENTS.. King as one of the first 
. D e m a n d s p e c i a I prominent A:11ericans to 
observances in your speak out against the war 
school during January, in Viet _Nam. 
on "The Meaning Of Organize a study of the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. non-violent _movement as 
for America in the an effective tool to 
1970's. achieve justice. 

Organize a special 
black studies program, •CLERGYMEN AND 
for all students white and CHURCH MEMBERS-­
black, during the month 
of January. 
•COLLEGE AND 
UNIVERSITY 

-Special sermons on the 
Sunday before January 
15th, preaching about 
the Movement for justice. 

Remember the poor, 
those on welfare, the 
underpaid like the 
sanitation workers and 
the hospital workers. 
Your church should 
prepare a statement to 
the whole community 
asking it to face these 
problems in the same 
spirit as Dr. King so often 
faced them. . -· 
•EVERY CITIZEN-­

•Write your Congressman, 
and your Senator, urging 
support of H.R. 7703, 
the bill to make January 
15th each year Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Day, an 
official holiday. 

Write your state 

governor, state legislator, 
Mayor, member of city 
council, and school board 
member, asking that 
they, too, mark the day 
with special observances. 

Keep Martiri Luther 
King, Jr. Day- in your 
own way, with yoUI 
neighbors. Organize some 
celebration that will help 
you and your friends to 
rejoice in the struggle 
against racism, poverty 
and war. 

national 
committee 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING LEGAL 
HOLIDAY. COMMITI'SK 

(putial lia l 

llaY. Ralpb Abernathy Hononble Geoqe Brown, Jr, 
Mr. - A- Dr. Ralpb Buaclle 
llclllonble Frank Annwwo ,lliabop Heruy Bunton 
MD. Edythe Scott Bqley Mr. John C&rloo 
Mr. Hany llelafonte Dr. John Cullin 
Mr. Lorone Bennott, Jr. Honorable Sbldey Cbilbmm 
Mr. 1--.1 Beratein Honorable a.-y Clark 
Hononble Julian Bond Hononble Robet Clark 
Honorable Thoma■ Bradley Hononble WW~ Clay 

Honorable Georp Collins 
Honorable lobn Conyen, Jr. 
Mr. O■■ie Dari■ 

Mr. Sammy Davi■, Jr. 
Honorable Ronald Dellum■ 
Honorable Charles C. DiaP, lr. 
Honorable Mervin Dymally 
Mn. Marion Wrillht Edelman 
Honorable Don Edward■ 
Mr. Nel■on Edward■ 
Honorable Charles Even 
Mn. Cbri■tine King Farri■ 
Mr. Luac Farria, Sr. 
Rev. Walter E. Fauntroy 
Mr. Josepb Filn .. 

.Ylai: Aretha Franklin 
Honorable Don Fruer 
Mr. Harold Gibbon■ 
Mr. Dick Gregory 
Mn. Fannie Lou Hamer 
Profeuor Cbarles V. Hamilton 

, Honorable Philip Hart 
Honorab)e Vance Hartke 
Honorable Richard Hatcher 
Father Theodore Heabur1h 
Mr. Chester Higgin■ 
Honorable Harold Hugheo 
Honmable Jacob Javit.a 
Mr. lohn. ,I . .Jobnaon 

Mr. Jame■ Earl Jone. 
Mr. Leroi Jone■ 
Honorable Edward Kennedy 
Mn. A.D. Willams King • 
Mn. Coretta Scott King 
Rev. and Mrs. Martin Luther King, Sr. 
Mr. Edward t..mb 
Mr. Ely Landau 
Rabbi Arthur Lelywld 
Honorable John Llndaay 
Honorable Alla.rd Lowenstein 
Dr. Albert Manley 
Mr. Burke Mar■hall 
Honorable Sam Mas.ell 
Dr. Benjamin Mays 
Honorable George McGovern 
Honorable Ralph Metcalfe 
Honorable Abner Mikva 
Honorable Parren Mitchell 
llilhop Paul Moore 
Honorable Edmund Muskie 
Mr. Henry Niles 
Honorable Richard Ottinger 
Mr■ . Ross Park■ 
Mr. Malcolm Peabody 
Mr. Sidney Poitier 
Mr. A. Phillip Randolph 
Honorable Athalie Range 
Honorable Cbar!_es Ranpl 
Honorable 01den Reid 
Honorab]e Henry Reu• 
Mr. Joseph Rhodes 
Honorable Ben Tosentbal 
Mr. Bill Ruasell 
Mr. Bayard Rustin 
Honorable William Ryan 
Dr. Julius Scott 
Dr. Benjamin Spock 
Honorable Louis Stokes 
Miss Doris Turner 
Mr. Harry Wachtel 
Honorable Walter W. Washington 
Mrs. Theodore Wedel 
Mr. Roger Wilkins 
Mr. Leonard Woodcock 
Mr. Jerry Wurf 
Rev. Andrew Young 
Mr. Whitney Young 
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE FqR KIN& HOLIDAY 

In a renewed effort to have 
Dr. Martin Luther King's 
birthday, January 15, 
designated as a national 
holiday, the formation of a 
90-member citizen's 
committee was announced 
today in Washington. The 
group includes 7 U .. S. 
Sen a tors, 16 Congressmen, 
the Presidents of the National 

Council of Churches, United 
Auto Wol'kers, State, County, 
and Municipal Employees 
Union, and other 
representatives from 
government, labor, business, 
religion and the arts. 

Members of ~he com.piittee 
who were prese',tt 1Jrged local 
communities across the 
c o u n t r y t 0 1 h o \ d 
Commemorative O lfrervances 
next month in hon~r of ~r. 
K in g a n d to s u pp ~rt 
legislation in Congress that 
has been introduced by 
Congressman John Conyers, 
Jr. (D., Mich.) and 25 other 
House sponsors. • 

"Martin Luther King's 
prophetic voice is gone," the 
group said, "and those of us 
who believed in his ideals of 
non-violence, justice, and 
racial harmony are left to 
continue their advocacy. We 
believe Dr. King was right 
when he rejected the theory 
that violence and racism are 
inherent in our society. 
Today as never before the 
memory of this champion of 
the oppressed throughout the 
world cannot be allowed to 
be forgotten. We come 
together not merely to review 
the accomplishments of the 
person we would honor, but 
rather to encourage those 
who share our views to make 
public their belief that Dr. 
King's example is of singular 
importance for our country." 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, a 
member of the committee, 
said: "Our family wishes to 

express their deepest 
gratitude to all of these great 
Americans who have joined in 
this effort. There is no more 
appropriate way of honoring 
him than by pledging anew 
our determination to reach 
the goals for which he gave 
his ~if$!." ' 

The Congressional sponsors 
of the King Holiday Bill 
announ\ced. that they are 
request'ing mayors and 
governors 1tcross the country 
to initiate 1ocal activities to 
commemorate Dr. King's 
birthday. Congressman 
Conyers said that last year at 
least 8 states, 26 cities, and 
hundreds of comm unities 
proclaimed January 15 as 
"Martin Luther King Day." 
He estimated that since July 
of 19 68 his office has received 
over 700,000 individual 
letters and petitions carrying 
more than 7 million 
signatures calling for the 
enactment of a holiday in 
honor of Dr. King. 

Present at the Conference 
were these members of the 
Committee: Mrs. Coretta 
Scott King, Rev. Ralph 
Abernathy, Congressman 
John Conyers (Mich.), 
Senators Jacob Javits, George 
McGovern, and Edward 
Kennedy, Mrs. Theodore 
Wedel, President of the 
National Council of 
Churches, Rev. Walter 
Fauntroy, SCLC Washington 
representative, and 
Reprksentatives Frank 
Annunzio (Ill.), Jonathan 
Bingham (N. Y.), George 
Brown, Jr. (Calif.), Shirley 
Chisholm (N. Y .), William 
Clay (Mo.), Charles Diggs, Jr. 
(Mich.), Don Edwards 
(Calif.), Don Fraser (Minn.), 
Edward Kock (N. Y .), Allard 
Lowenstein (N. Y .), Abner 
Mikva (III.), Richard Ottinger 
(N. Y.), Ogden Reid (N. Y.), 
Henry Reuss (Wis.), Ben 
Rosenthal (N. Y .), William 
Ryan (N. Y.) and Louis 
Stokes (Ohio). 

cities, states honoring Dr. King 

Atlanta, Ga 
Atlantic City,N.J. 
Austin, Texas 
B1'ltimore, Md. 
Berkeley, Calif. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Bloomington, Minn. 
Boston, Mass 
Buffalo, N.Y. 
Charleston, W. Va. 
Chicago. Ill. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Compton, Cnlif. 
Detroit, Mich. 
East Cleveland, Ohio 
Emeryville, Calif. 

STATES 
Connecticut 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
New York 
Rhode Island 
Tennessee 
Washington 
West Virginia 

CITIES 
Greene County, Ala. 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Highland Park, Mich. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Madison, Ill. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
New Haven, Conn. 
New York, N. Y. 
Newark, N.J. 

Oakland, Calif. 
Ossining, N. Y. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Pontiac, Mich. 
Racine, Wisc. 
Rochester, N.Y. 
San Antonio, Texas 
San Francisco, Calif. 
Sausalito, Calif. 
Savannah, Ga. 
Seattle, Wash. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
Washington, D.C. 
Venice. Ill. 
Xenia, Ohio 
Youngstown. Ohio ./ 
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WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGION, KYOTO JAPAN 
(Left to right) Hosea Williams, Nat'l Prg. Coord.; 

President Abernathy; Wyatt Tee Walker, SCLC 2nd Vice-President. 

( Editor's Nole: An unprecedented 
World Conference on Religion and 
Peace was held October 16-22, 1970, in 
Kyoto, Japan. II was the first known 
assembly of leaders of every major 
religion in the world, from every 
continent and nearly all nations. In a 
major address which clearly aroused the 
Conference, Dr. Ralph David Abernathy 
ch a//enged religious leaders lo lake 
specific actions toward building 
world-wide nonviolent movements for 
justice and peace. Excerpts of the SCLC 
President's speech follow.) 

As leaders of religions, we must 
work together in this revolution, 
putting aside the comparatively 
minor differences over doctrine. 
We can have unity without 
unanimity. We can have diversity 
without division. And eventually, 
we can have a world community 
without the scourge of racial hate 
and oppression, the suffering of 
poverty, the madness of war. 

It is time, my brothers and 
sisters, for a mighty act of 
soul-force, to raise up before all 
men the anc,ent dreams of 
brotherhood and justice. We must 
produce brave words, but more 
than brave words, we must 
produce mighty acts. We must first 
set the houses of religion in order. 
The blind cannot lead the blind, 
and the lame cannot help others 
walk. 

LETTUCE BOYCOTT 
The farm workers In the lettuce 

fields of California and Arizona have 
been on strike for over two months 
now, and representatives from Cesar 
Chavez's United Farm Workers Organ­
izing Committee are spreading across 
the country from California to organ­
ize a new nation-wide bovcott: lceber~ 
lettUCf'. 

So I say to you today, that in 
th is nonviolent world-wide 
revolution, let a newly aroused 
peace movement join with the 
poor and oppressed in every 
country ... Let a Poor People's 
Campaign emerge in every 
I a nd ... Let a Resurrection City, 
where the poor take land 
belonging to the people in order 
to build a community of equality 
and sharing, arise up everywhere 
just as two Resurrection Cities 
recently appeared in Chile ... Let 
nonviolent resistance and struggle 
grow, following the traditions of a 
Gandhi in India, a Martin Luther 
King, Jr., in America, a Dom 
Helder Camara in Brazil... Yes, let 
the civil rights movement, the 
human rights movement, the 
peace movement spread to every 
continent and n~tion. 

And what I am really calling for 
today is no less than the beginning 
of a nonviolent world 
revolution ... a revolution that 
crosses national boundaries ... a 
revolution that unites all religious 
peoples and men of good will.. .a 
revolution to renounce war, to 
end poverty, to abolish racism ... a 
revolution which will permit men 
to live up to all the great religions 
in a world of sharing, of 
brotherhood, of peace.• 

THIBD CLASS POST AGE 
PAID 

PERMIT NUMBER 378 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
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STRIKE 
In Georgetown, S. C , 600 striking steel workers, black and white, 

havE been \h.1girg a f,mr month struggle for ba~ic rights that most 
wurkPr. t.avE P JOYE I in thP ' S for ye·l~•, the ngh• to orga.,izc and 
bari: nn wllet '" ly D, p tr> th 0 new· Illa ko .... t by tht> m ,or mc>dia, 
t 1t {E wc,rkE r,; ., t':"1E rr ~tngc l, a.., p;. rt of t 1e national an<:l n er ''ltional 
rr 'IE or- hp :t>i of \ 0 ker tl, establish th<' ht t ""lt the hum< 1 
;urvival of thE var u 1g '100r J-o .. dd not bp subo~dint.te to thE will of 
thE bi..~mEss l:>un-ucr.,_ry. 

For sev :ral weeks, SCLC's labor organizmg staff have been working 
with the striking workers and union officials, as a part of the overall 
effort to organize the poor, in an attempt to mobilize and organize a 
broad base of support in this small port city. 

The Georgetown Steel Corp., owned by a West German corporation, 
is a clear example of corporate imperialism in reverse, black and white 
workers being exploited to insure greater profits for foreign 
investments. Georgetown Steel Corp. was obviously attracted to the 
South Carolina town because of the super propaganda promoted by the 
state government that South Carolina has the lowest rate of union 
recognition of any state in the U. S. During the Charleston, S. C. • 
hospital strike, it was disclosed by the official tourist guide that South 
Carolina has little or no union recognition and literally no strike action 
on the part of workers. Consequently, a ha\<"en for labor exploitation. 

The present state government has used most of its available tools to 
crush this struggle on the part of the workers. Newspapers and TV have 
refused to give serious coverage to demonstrations and strike actions. 
The mayor and city officials have refused to grant permjts for marches 

through town, and on Nave '.>er 7th, 150 strikers and supporters wen_> 
brutally beaten by highway patrolmen. 

SCLC president, Ralph David Abernathy, speaking at a march-rally in 
Georgetown of more than 1200 supporters and strikers, said: 'No, you 
are not represented in government, because it is the Governor who has 
sent troops to intimidate you ... Senator Strom Thurmond has submitted 
legislation to stop f0r,o stamps for striking workers ... Senator Hollings 
has written a boo' ,11,. ~,-.-- but refuses to take a stand with workers 
who are fighting to remove t, eir poverty conditions. No, there is no 
representative government in S. C., but SCLC will toil with you in your 
struggle because your victory will be a victory for all the working 
poor." 

Carl E. Farris, SCLC national labor coordinator, sees Georgetown as a 
classic opportunity to begin to forge the union of southern black and 
white workers. "The curious mystique of race that has been exploited 
by the establishment for more than a century, subsides in the face of 
the overpowering issue of mutual exploitation." 

The strike continues. The movement is gaining a broader base of 
support. Broad-shouldered white steelworkers, who could be mistaken 
for Nixon supporters, have joined hands with blacks to sing "We Shall 
Overcome" injustice. ■ 

Miss 
Mn. 
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"TO REDEEM THE SOUL OF .\l\IF.RIC \" 

>H IC't,\I JOl I U Of THE c.:;ol HIER:-. CHRI~TL'\:,. LEADER !o,T-J:IP C O1'\i I< BRJ:'1'CF Vol. 3 No. 3 - -- ---- -------- - ---------
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