














rev. king insists on
moral imperatives

I come to participate in this signif-
icant demonstration today because my
conscience leaves me no other choice. I
join you in this mobilization because I
cannot be a silent onlooker while evil
rages. I am here because I agree with
Dante, that: "The hottest places in hell
are reserved for those who, 1in a period
of moral crisis, maintain their neutral-
ity." In these days of emotional ten-
sion, when the problems of the world are
gigantic. in extent and chaotic in de-
tail, there is no greater need than for
sober thinking, mature judgment, and
creative dissent.

In all our history there has never
been such a monumental dissent during a
war by the American people. Polls re-
veal more than ten million explicitly
oppose the war. Additional millions
cannot Dbring themselves to support it,
and millions who do assent to it . are
half-hearted, confused and doubt-ridden.

Tens of +thousands of our deepest
thinkers in the academic and intellect-
ual community are adamantly opposed to
the war; distinguished church and theo-
logical leaders of every race and pelig-
ion are morally ocutraged by it; and,many
young people in all walks of life Dbe-
lieve it a corruption of every American
value they have been +taught to respect.
Let no one claim there is a consensus
for this war -- no flag waving, no smug
satisfaction with territorial conquest,
no denunciation of the enemy can obscure
the truth that many millions of patriot-
ic Americans repudiate this war and re-
fuse to take moral responsibility for
it. Nor can the fact be obscured that
our nation i1s increasingly Dbecoming an
object of scorn around the globe. The
respect we won when our course was right
is rapidly being lost as even our clos-
est allies leave our side embarrassed
with our pretense that we are bearers of

a moral crusade.
The physical tolls of this bloody,

costly and futile war literally stagger

the imagination. We see the nightmare
in our 1living rooms in all their tragic
dimensions on television screens. We
see the rice fields of a small Asian
country trampled at will and burned at
whim, We see grief-stricken mothers
with crying babies clutched in their
arms as they watch their 1little huts
burst into flames; we see flelds and
valleys of battle painted with mankind's
blood; and the ultimate horror is that
we see little children mutilated and in-
cinerated with napalm.

Even closer to us in our own neigh-
borhoods and in our own families we
learn of American youth destroyed and
maimed in savage combat. American mo-
thers and fathers are given coffins and
medals, crippled sons and pious praise.
And yet, many of them are bold enough to
declare their sacrifice has no meaning.
They have suffered the ultimate loss and
from it feel a sense of no gain. There
is a quiet terror in the home of every
draft-eligible boy as families contem-
plate possible death that waits in jun-
gle depths for our sons and husbands.

The American people have freely given
their lives in many struggles where gen-
uine American interests were threatened.
In its deepest sense the immorality of
this war lies in the tragic fact that no
vital American interest is in peril or
in jeopardy. We are waging war in a con-
test that is fully capable of resolution
by peaceful methods.

I am not absolving Hanoi nor the Viet
Cong of their responsibilities, nor do I
condone certain rigid attitudes. I am
not naive enough, however, to think that
they will come +to a conference table
while clouds of bombs are driving them
into bomb shelters. As an American my
duty is to speak to my government. Even
if my philosophy is not welcomed in an-
other country, I must constantly strive
to make it welcomed in Washington.






‘white colonialism. The greatest dirony
and tragedy of it all is that our nation
which initiated so much of the revolu-
tionary spirit of this modern world, is
now cast in the mold of being an arch
anti-revolutionary.

I do not suggest that there can be.no
progress toward equality even if the war
continues, but I do believe that the
struggle is made harder and more com-
plex. I will continue my civil rights
activities not with diminished vigor but
with increased energy because I know the
war has compounded our difficulties fin-
ancially, morally and psychologically.

I might also state at this point for
clarification that I have not urged a

mechanical fusion of the civil rights
and peace movements. There are pecple

who have come to see the moral imperat -
ive of equality but who cannot yet see
the moral imperative of world brother -
hood. T would like to see the fervor of
the civil rights movement imbued into
the peace movement to instill it  with
greater strength, but I am not urging a
single form.

I believe everyone has a duty to be
in both the civil rights and peace move-
ments, but for those who presently
choose but ocne, I would hope they will
finally come to see the moral roots com-
mon to both. I hope they will under -
stand that brotherhood is indivisible,
that equality of races is connected with
equality of nations in a single harmoni-
ous coexistence of all human beings.

Let me say finally that I oppose the
war in Vietnam because I love America. I
speak out against it not in anger Dbut
with anxiety and sorrow in my heart, and
above all with a passionate desire to
see our beloved country stand as the
moral example of the world. I speak out
against this war because I am disappoin-
ted with America. There can be no, great
disappointment where there is no great
love. I am disappointed with our fail-
ure to deal positively and forthrightly
with the triple evils of racism, extreme
materialism and militarism. We are pre-
sently moving down a dead-end road that
can lead to national disaster.

(The preceding was excerpted from Rev.
King's speech at the UN Plaza on April

15.)

CARMICHAEL:

"IF YOU ARE BEING RAPED, WOULD YOU
CALL FOR NEGOTIATIONS OR FOR IM-
MEDIATE WITHDRAWAL?"

_should

Brothers and Sisters,

I am here today not just as the Chair-
man of the Student Nonviolent Coordina-
ting Committee, not just as an advocate
of black power, but as a black man-- a
human being who joins you in volcing
oppos-tion to the war on the Vietnamese
pecple.

The ©Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee took a stand against that war
in 1965 because it is a brutal and
racist war. We +took our stand Dbecause
we oppose the drafting of young Afro-
Americans to defend a so-called democra-
cy which they do not find at home. We
took that stand because this war forms
part and parcel of an American foreign
policy which has repeatedly sought to
impose the status quo, by force, on
colored peoples struggling for libera-
tion from tyranny and poverty. Only the
white powers of the West will deny that
this is a racist war. When the colored
peoples of the world lock at that war
they see Jjust one thing. Tor them, the
U.S. military in Vietnam represents
international white supremacy.

We black people have struggled
against white supremacy here at home, we
therefore understand the struggle of the
Vietnamese against white supremacy
abroad. We Dblack people have struggled
against U.S. aggression in the ghettoes
of the North and South. We therefore
understand the struggle of the Viet-
namese people against U.S. aggression
abroad.

This dis why there can be no question
of whether a civil rights organization
involve itself with foreign
issues. It must do so, if it claims to
have any relevance to black people and
their day-to-day needs 1in the United
States of America. It must do so, if it
lays any claim to that humanism which
declares: no man 1is an island. We
therefore fully support Dr. Martin
Luther King's stand and that of CORE. We






N.Y. Speakers Represent
Broad Base of Dissent

The platform of speakers at the New
York rally was exceptional for its 4iv-
ersity. The major Negro leaders in the
country spoke in addition to representa-
tives of labor and academe, journalists,
students, religious and minority groups.

James Bevel, National Director of the
Spring Mobilization, said "The intense

involvement of the black community isnt
accidental...We view this war as a war
against a colored people and we do not

intend to stand idly by while our Viet-
namese brothers are cruelly destroyed...

Pedro Juan Rua, New York organizer of
the movement for Puerto Rican indepen-
dence, expanded this idea in  reference
1o colonial people all over the world:

"Vietnam, my brothers, is the stage
of the most barbaric war of aggression
ever waged by one big powerful country
against a small one; but it epitomizes
only in the most cruel contemporary form
a policy which has long been character-
istic of the rulers of this country. It
was first the black people, the Indians
the Mexicans, subjected to brutal econ-
omic, physical and racial oppression.

"At the turn of the century the Phi-
lippines and Hawaiian Islands, Guam,
Cuba...and Puerto Rico were all captur-
ed...Then came Nicaragua, Korea, the
Congo, Vietnam and Santo Domingo."

William. Pepper of the National Con-
ference for New Politics stated, "Viet-
nam...the present symtom of deep, all -
pervasive sickness in our society, cry-
stallizes and makes immediate the nec -
essity for massive social, economic and
political reconstruction of the United
States."

Linda Dannenberg of the newly-formed
Student Mobilization Committee express-
ed the direct issues that confront st-
udents because of the war. "The...war
induced inflation has increased tuiti-
on and other costs, making it even
harder for the poor and minority group
to receive an education. More and more
of our universities are engaging in
war-oriented research, pervertingtheir
purpose...We will not be satisfied un-
til these bloody ties of camus compli-
city with the war are cut."
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Howcrd Zinn:

withdraw

What will happen to our prestige 1if
we withdraw? Our prestige will immedia-
tely go up everywhere in the world--ex -
cept perhaps on Formosa, in South Korea,
and in Alabama. People everywhere would
forget our past sins and praise our com-

passion. What of our commitments? True
we will be breaking. our commitment to
Premier Ky. However, we will then be

keeping our commitments to the UN char -
ter, the Constitution and the Ten Com -
mandments. But what of communism? Would
the National Liberation Front then take
over South Vietnam? Probably. But this
Administration has said a social revolu-

tion is needed in this destitute and
crippled country, which we have helped
to make destitute and crippled. Who

could better carry out such a revolut -
ion than the NLF? I have just been
reading a book written by a U.S. Office

of Information man in Vietnam .on the
history and organization of the Viet
Cong, and it is quite clear from his

very scholarly and careful study that
the NLF can do a far more efficient, hu-
mane and democratic job of running
South Vietnam than either Premier Ky or
General Westmoreland or Ellsworth Bunker.
It is still not too late for Lyndon
Johnson to redeem his soul before the
Judgment of history. At this moment, he
is pursuing with fanatic ferocity one of

the most brutal military operations the
world has ever seen. Yet, so short is
the human memory, so forgiving iy +the

human heart, that we would happily push
this ugliness into the secret chambers
of our minds if only LBJ would stand up
and say to the world: '"We have made a
mistake, and we are strong enough and
courageous enough to now rectify it."

We cannot make miracles. We can pro -
test and picket and harry and disturb
and disobey, civilly and uncivilly.
can invent 1000 ways of making it, if
not impossible, inconvenient to continue
this war.

We



75,000 CROWD
SAN FRANCI|SCO

A crowd of about 75,000 took part in
the San Francisco portion of the Spring
Mobilization demonstrations. Many par-
ticipants had arrived the previous night
in buses from as far as San Diego and
Portland. They marched from the Embarc-
adero, spilled over into all lanes of
Market Street, and at one time filledthe
five-mile route to Kezar Stadium in what
was the largest peace demonstration in
West Coast history. The marchers ranged
from flower-carrying hippies to men in
business suits, and included labor union
groups, students and professors, minist-
ers, and a contingent of over 200 white-
coated men and women behind a banner
reading "Physicians and Medical Workers
for Peace."

The speakers at the stadium rally in-
cluded Edward Keating, publisher of Ram-

France: A hundred demonstrators call-
ing themselves the American Committee to
Stop the War in Vietnam gathered beside
the statue of Tom Paine in Paris. In
Chalon-on~-the-Saone, more than a thous-
and people participated in a march with
Deputy Mayor Roger Lagrange at the head.

Switzerland: Several thousand
marched 23 kilometers to Berne. Five
hundred then held a service in front of
the American Embassy, where they burned
a portrait of President Johnson.

people

the Warld Over

England: Police held back marchers who
decried Prime Minister Wilson for fail -
ing to repudiate American policy.

Sympathizers March /

Ttaly: Several hundred marchers in Tur-

parts magazine, Mrs. Martin Luther King,
and Grace Newman, the sister of Dennis

Mora, one of the Fort Hood Three. Among
others who spoke were Julian Bond, the
Georgla legislator who was elected three
times before being allowed to take his
seat because of his opposition to the
war, and actor Robert Vaughn, better kn-
own to millions as the "Man from UNCLE."

Perhaps the highlight of the rally
was an address by Gerald Hill, president
of the influential California Democratic
Council. Hill vowed that the California
delegation to the 1968 National Democra-
tic Convention will be pledged to oppose
the war. He said that the CDC would be-
gin its convention campaign if the war
was not ended by September. "This will
be no token effort," he declared. " We
will be out to win." This was met by su-
stained applause.

Other scheduled speakers included Ro-
bert Scheer, managing editor of Ramparts,
Rabbi Abraham Feinberg of Toronto, who
had accompanied Rev. A.J. Muste and oth-
er clergymen to Hanoi, and Paul Schrade,
Western Regional Director of the United
Auto Workers, AFL-CIO.

Despite intermittent rain, small num-
bers of hecklers were on hand along the
parade route. Some wore Nazi 1insignia
and uniforms.
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in had scuffles with the police. In Pa-
lermo, demonstrators burned an American
flag at the port where U.S. ships were
docked.

Australia: The archbishop of Brisbane
called for an end to the escalation, and
800 people marched through Sydney.

Canada: Marches took place in Toronto ,
Montreal, Halifax, Regina and Vancouver,
in addition to the many Canadians who

marched in New York.
[Le Monde]

Japan: Newspapers reported 500 demonstr-
ators in Tokyo, demanding an end to the
war. Since demonstrations in Japan are
very rarely known to have so few people,
even for less earth-shattering causes ,
the figure may perhaps be questioned.

Mexico: American students sought to march
to the U.S. Embassy, but police ordered
them to break up. Earlier in the day, a
similar group of Mexicans were ordered to
leave the Embassy.

West Germany: A campaign is under way to
hold marches by 100 Americans every week
until the end of the war. The first one
will follow quick on the heels of the US
demonstrations.




|Undated,

probably May 1967|

King,Spock Issue
Call to Vietnam Summer

On Sunday, April 23, Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King and Dr. Benjamin Spock issued
the call for a nationwide Vietnam Sum-
mer. Joining them in the program that
will send thousands of college students
into cofimunities across the country to
talk to people gbout the war were Carl
Oglesby, Greg Craig and Robert Sheer.

King, Spock and others launched the
campaign ringing doorbells +to discuss
the war with Cambridge, Massachusetts
residents.

The Vietnam Summer, patterned after
Mississippi Freedom Summer of 1963 is
aimed at initiating local organizations
in as many communities as possible.
In addition to stimulating discussion on
U.S. policy, the volunteers will urge
‘people to sign a petition to their con-
gressman requesting him to conduct an o-
pen hearing on the war.

There are already five experimental
projects underway in the Cambridge area.
Responses have been quite favorable. Two
out of ten people contacted who had ne-
ver before actively participated in the
anti-war movement. volunteered their ser-
vices and five out of ten signed the pe-
tition.

The War Blunders On:
What Do We Do ?

DELEGATION
TO SEE LBJ

A delegation from the Spring Mobiliz-
ation Committee will be in Washington on
May 17 to talk to President Johnson a-
bout the war in Vietnam. A lengthy tel-
egram has been sent to the White House
announcing this. The delegation, which
will include officers of the Mobilizat-
ion (the national director, James Bevel
and the vice chairmen), will be prepared
to wait some time in the capital if nec-
essary.

The members of the delegation will
tell Mr. Johnson that a large number of
people in the country are determined to
end the war and stop the murder of Viet-
namese, If the President is unwilling
to do so, then the people must do what
is necessary to stop the war.

There may be supporting delegations
from many of the communities represented
at the April 15 rallies. In addition,
it is likely that many individuals
will be in Washington to support the ac-
tion. This will be determined after
consultation with the communities in-
volved.

Protest or Resistance ?

The marches in New York and San Francisco seem to mark the end of the protest
phase of the peace movement. A protest demonstration of any larger size  would
seem useless. The government has responded with slander, the press with slander
and omission. The total lack of respect on the part of the authorities to  the
pleas of the peace movement is pushing the movement to a new and necessary post-
ure: resistance. Between 150 and 200 men burned their draft cards in New York.
Quakers from all over the country committed civil disobedience in crossing the
Peace Bridge in Buffala, New York on Easter Sunday to deliver funds far medical

aid to all of Vietnam. = :
The peace movement is getting serious, recognizing what it is up against. The

war must be stopped. It must be stopped now. We must do what is necessary to
stop it. We must resist.
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Bruce_Hartford
Typewritten Text
[Undated, probably May 1967]
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