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Witchcraft... R

We are beginning to delve into the Y
practiced by our sisters, tkose bravJSte
illa fighters whom the Establishmente .
as WITCHES." We must become fami{1ia, ?tm
pun intended) with their history and g
. arts. This begins'q series of 3rtic1:::

.. the subject. .

EXCERPTS "ABOUT WITCHCRAFT

I. The God of the Witches
by Margaret Alice Murray
Chapter .VI."The Position of the Witcy,
- in the Social Structure"

p. .145
"The. modern idea of the witch is' founded

entirely-on the records of EHe seventeent]

.and -eighteenth centuries, when the Chrigt.

--Church was still engaged in ctushing out |
remains of Paganism and was reinforced in
this action by the medical profession, whc
recognized in the witches theitr most dan-

: gerous rivals in the economic field. Thrc
-out the country the witch or wise-woman, t
sage- femme, was always called in at child-
birth; many of these women were highly
skilled, and it is on record that some cou
perform the Caesarian operation with compl

“‘success for both mother and child. But the
also:kad the ‘reputation of being able to

. relievé the' *natural and kindly pains of
travail,' by casting those pains od an ani-
mal, or worse still on the patient's husbar
no-wonder that every man's hand was against

‘them. For this dreadful and impious act w:
against tke Will of God, who in the begin-
:ming had cursed Eve and all her female de-
scendants. Religion and medical science
united against the witches, and when the I:
could no longer be enforced against them
they were vilified in every way that human

. tengue or pen could invent." o

II. Witchcraft in England
.-by Christina Hole
Chapter.I, "The Art of Magic"
PpP. 11-22
Abstracted by Linda Carcione:

.« Magic is probably older than religion.
At least-in'the begitning, it sought to
work without the intervértion of gods and
spirits. 'It was based upon the assumptior
that, by the careful study and right appli-
cation of certain, definite rules, the
magician could always obtain the results he
desired.” (p. 12)

e outlook of witches was not religiot
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