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- media, women are depicted as passive-voluptuous and yet
seductive creatures. They describe a woman's identity
solely in terms of exterior criteria& such as outfits, per.
fumes and make-up. Who she is as a human is not pertinent
information. From tooth paste to deoderderant to hand
cream, the pitch is always the same- but this product to

make you more seductive.

We know that in reality, most men and women are unable
to have satisfying sexual relations, precisely because
they relate to one another as objects rather than as spe-
cific human beings. Men exploit women sexually to achieve
satisfaction (though in some instances it is mutual exploi-
tation). Women come to believe that their value lies in
being chosen to be exploited. Their identity becomes tied
to the compulsive striving to be the most desirable sex-
ual object among all women.

The college years especially are a time when women are
induced to focus much of their attemtion on finding a mate.
There is the unspoken pressure to be hookad by graduation.
As Freshmern, women are on parade as men gather around
dorms to rate and evaluate girls as they come and go.
Obviously, in that set-up, men are relying on little more
than those etandardized commodity c¢riteria to judge them.

wWomen students are under continual pressure to avoid
that crisis of a Saturday night without a date. Fulfillment
is defined right from the start as a secure relationship
with a man - even if the qguality is not so good. Yet,
when those cherished dates occur, women find that they are
not allowed to develop themselves through the event, to
discuss or do things which interest them, but are expected
to laugh and prance to humor the guy. They are shown off
to his friends as another one of his conquests.

Because of this passive/seductive definition, women
come very early to be defined and to define themselves in
terms of men, or a man. A woman " comes into her own" only
when she is married, and her identity, and fate, is sealed
by her husbands work and consumption patterns. Only then
does she really feel that she is a legitimate human being.
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