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““THE DANCE”

If holding a dance in a big fancy hotel
means we've arrived, then we've arrived. But
more importantly, if providing a warm, women-
oriented space for the thousands of women coming
‘to Washington for the October March means we've
arrived, then we really have arrived. We at
the Women's Center realized that very little had
been planned around the National March on Wash-
ington for Lesbian and Gay Rights that was ex-
pressly directed towards women. A dance, a BIG
DANCE, seemed to be a good way for a large
group of women to gather together, meet each
other, and stockpile their energies for the
next day's March.

Have you ever tried to plan a dance for
over a thousand women? We were faced with hard
political choices. None of our traditional dance
"palaces" (i.e., All Souls Church, First Congre-
gational Church, G.W. University) would hold
more than a few hundred women and/or were already
booked for that night. That left the hotels.

The Women's Center is concerned about the prob-
lems of women and alcohol, but the way. that ho-
tels make their money on dances is through their
bar sales, not through their rental fees.

Males staff these bars. So here was our
situation: we either have the dance in a hotel,
or we don't have the dance.

) We are having "The Dance.' On Saturday
night, October 13th, from 9 to 1 A.M., the Women's
Center will be holding a benefit dance at the
Shorcham-Americana Hotel, 2500 Calvert Road, N.W.,
in the spacious Blre Room. Tickets will be sold
through the mails and also at Lamma's Bookstore.
Center members who buy their tickets in advance
will pay $5.00 per ticket; non-members $6.00,

1f vou wait to buy one of the very, very few
tickets that will be sold at the door, it will
cost $7.00 for members and non-members alike.

The space we have rented will accommodate 1.000
dancing women and no more. We suggest that vou buy
vour tickets for vourself and vour ovt-of-town
zrests as soon as possible as we cannot sell more
than the room will safely hold. Information on
the dance will be publicized nationally along with
the March. Dress will be whatever strikes vovr
fancv, and an over-priced cash bar will be avail-
able. (Cont'd. on P. 3)
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WOMEN'S NITE OUT

The Grand re-opening of WOMEN'S NITE OUT will
take place on Saturday night, September 8th, at
the First Congregational Church from 7:00 p.m. to
10:30 p.m. The church is conveniently located
at 10th and G Sts., N.W., and is accessible from
the Metro Center subway stop. Parking for cars
is also close and accessible. Admission for WO-
MEN'S NITE OUT will be $2.00 for members, $3.00
for non-members, and children are free. (If you
are not a Center member, but have been consider-
ing joining, now would be a fine time. Member-
ship information will be available at Women's
Nite Qut.) -

In planning for our WOMEN'S NITE OUT, we
have built upon our past experieace at the old
Women's Center space and from the knowledge the
Rising Women Coffeehouse Collective have shared
with us, "We wanted a space large enough to ac-
comodate a large number of women and children,
easily reached by bus and Metro, equipped with
kitchen facilities and, very importantly, wheel-.
chair accessible. With your help we feel we can -
transform the 1lst Congregational space into the
friendly, magical air of previows WOMEN'S NITE
OUTS and the original Rising Women Coffeehouse.

The evenings will be filled with talking,
game playing ( a variety of board-type games will
be available), and, of course, entertainment.
Free munchies will abound, and non-alcoholic bev-
erages and non-junk food snacks will be avail-
able at nominal prices. The doors will open at
7:00 p.m. with performer sets at 8:00 p.m. &

9:00 p.m. ok,
WOMEN'S NITE OUT SCHEDULR¥ -

September 8.... Cheryl Jacobs and®Wendy Stevens
22... Carol Anne Douglas and Susan
Wood-Thompson

October 6... Hilary Morgan

Opening our WOMEN'S NITE OUT schedule on
Sept. 8th, will be two performers from past
events, Chervl Jacobs and Wendy Stevens. Cheryl
performed at the Extravaganza last winter and
is well known for her powerhouse blues style,
She has performed at D.C. Gay Pride Day, Tess's
and Food qu Thought. Wendv Stevens returns to

..$§Cont'd. on P. 7)
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update....

The Women's Center History Project consists
of a small group of us who have been meeting on
altermate Tvesday evenings in an attempt to pre-
serve and learn more about local women's historv.
As our beginning tasks. we have been collecting
and sorting through the center's scattered and
incomplete office files; gathering together the
WAWC newsletters and collections of tattered,
yellowing early women's liberation, feminist and
lesbian newspapers; and evaluating the best me-
thods of preserving these documents. The oldest
{tems are the newspapers: copies of RAT (New York)
dating from April. 1969; Lg_ﬁiglg_ﬂg;_gggg (Berke-
ley. CA) dating from May. 1970: and Ain t I A
Woman? (Iowa City, Iowa) from November. 1970. The
D.C. Women's Liberation Bulletin dates from April
6, 1970 throvgh March, 1977. when the name was
changed to the Washington Area Women's Center
Bulletin. We were also sent a copy of OQur Story,
Herstory: A Working Paper on the D.C. Women's
Liberation Movement, 1968-1971 by Charlotte Bunch
who had helped compile =-e paper for a weekend
retreat in 1971.

But the most interesting documents may welil
be the office files, notes of women's center
collective meetings. and phone logs. These are
the raw materials of our own history at a time of
rapid change and high energies in our community.
The earliest letter in our files is dated Febru-
ary 4, 1971--only =2ight and a half years old. yet
it sounds like something out of our ancient past.
The woman who wrote it for D ~ Women's Libera-
tion (our foresister group) w..cri*~- *he group's
structure weekend retreats. and s r's bur-
eau. Then she stated: '"We organiz out four
years ago. We've had an office over two years,
maybe almost three." She went on to say ''Recent-
ly. women who had been in Gay Liberation here in
W shington left that group . . and have become
active in WL. This has not been an easy transi-
tion for a lot of people. but it seems to be
smoothing out. and we have a new realization of
what sisterrhood can mean.' Another early letter
came from a man who had heard a woman from DCWLM
speak before his group. He wrote to ask: 'How
can I, a male. contribute to women's liberation?"

How many current members of the WAWC can
remember when the wom=n's center was located in
a seventeen room, five bathroom, three story row
house on R Street? Sophie's Parlor Coffe=house,
where Meg Christian performed, was located in the
basement. The R-pe Crisis Center, the Liberation
School for Women. Feminist Counseling Collective,
Legal Counseling Project, Health Proiect, and the
Women's Phone (a hotline and referral phone) were
all located r'nder one roof. All this was ours in
1977. Does any current women's center member re-
member working on the Women's Center benefit
which didn't happen--the one that was to be held
in Cole Field House in 1977, (capacity 12 000),
cost four dollars per ticket. and last two hours?
Ve have foind five pages of notes on the progress

in contacting Jane Fonda Joan Baez. Roberta Flack,

Helen Reddy, and many other performers for the
- masslre benefit. No pennv-ante thinking in that
early group of members! Whv didn't it happen?

Does anyone reading this know?

The Historv Project grotp is open to new me
bers at all times. Please call Judith at 897.53
or Susanna at 33?-8447. or the Women's Center. f_._
more information on time and place of the next
meeting. If you have papers, ph?tographs, minut
or notes of old meetings, or ancient newsletters
from the Center's activities. we would be espec-
ially pleased to hear from vou.

THE BATTLE RAGES ON......

ERA has been before the VA General Assemblv
since 1973. The Senate defeated it by one vote
in 1977 when Senator Canada (R-VA Beach)
switched his position from pro to snti the
dav of the vote. Members of the Ho'se of
Delegates however +have never been ?b}e to
vote on ERA. This is becars» the Privileges
and Elections Committee, which considers
proposed Constiti'tional Amendments, has refigec
to release ERA to the fiull floor. This is the
onlv Constitr-tional Amendment in the historw
of the General Agssemblv that has not been to
the floor for a vote. Clearlv, the sever=l
vears of lobbving bv Virginians in s pport of
ERA were not sufficient to convince o'r
legislators that we were serior's abort this
i« 2. Even the fact that 597 of Virginians
st pport ERA was not considered concli'sive
evidence. It became apparent that ERA spporter
needed to flex their political m-scles.

1979 is also an election vear, this time fo
all of Virginia's 100 delegates and 40 senators
in the General Assemblv. The candidates,
and NOW are gearing '"p for the general election
on November 6 1979. Virginia NOW has estah-
lished a political action committee (VA-PAC)
in order to participate more activelv in the
election process on a state-wide hasis. The
prrpose of the increased participetion is to
ins're the ratification of ERA in VA b=fore
J1v 30 1987, hv electing pro-ERA candidates
to t“e Genaral Asgemblv., The PAC has on-
eoing proiects aro'nd tha stat= which identifv
and mobilize pro-ERA s pport. Manv vol:'ntee-s
are needed to sta®f the phonabanks and to
canvas door-to-door.

In addition to political activity NOW
will he organizine phonehsnk action reams ‘n
a ni'mher of districte thro-eho 't *r'~» state.
Tha action teams will org=sniz» nctivities like
letter-writing campaigns and lohbv davs.
Constit »nts ne~sd to h'ild = battar rapport
with their leeislators to serva as » const=nt
raminder that we and ERA will not 20 awav.

Leslie Alden
VA State Legislative Coordinator
(p'blished pravionslv in Washingznn
Ea al Tim~es NOW)
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ANNOUNCENM

ROADWORK & FRIENDS presents Sweet Honey in the
Rock, a Sixth Anniversary Concert. This concert,
of D.C.'s own Sweet Honey, will be held on Octo-
ber 19 at Howard University's Cramton Auditorium
at 8:00 p.m, Tickets: General Admission is
$6.50, Reduced ticket prices are available for
students. For further information on tickets,
student tickets and child care, call Roadwork,
234-9308.

THE WASHINGTON WOMEN'S ART CENTER has an exhibit
called '"Clay and Line," which will run from
September 11 through September 29. The opening
of the exhibit is to be held on Sept. 11 from
6:00 to 8:0C p.m., and all are welcome.

REGISTRATION for workshops and classes in the arts
held by the Washington Women's Art Center is
scheduled for September 8th and 9th. For infor-
mation on the courses, fees, etc., call the Wash-
ington Wcmen's Art Center at 332-2121.

WOMANSPACE, the Women's Center of George Washing-
ton University, is having a Women's Outreach
meeting on Monday, September 17. For more
detailed information, call the Center weekdays at
676-7389, or call Cathy on weekends and eve-
nings, at 920-9265.

LESBIAN RAP SESSIONS are held every Wednesday
night, 7:30 at the Lesbian Health and Counsel-
ing Center. The rap sessions are community
get-togethers. Topics are open. The LHCC

is located at 1606-17th Street, N.W., Whitman-
Walker Clinic (nea> Q St.). For information,
call 332-5295 Wednesday nights, or just drop by.

RAPE CRISIS CENTER - Group session for victims
of rape on Sept. 12 at 6-8 p.m. at All Souls
Church. Entrance on Harvard St. at 16th St.
Call 333-RAPE for further info.

BLUE COLLAR TRADESWOMEN (formarly Women Working in
Construction) invites you to their first annual
Picnic. It will be held at Rock Creek Park on
Sunday, September 23, in Groves 9 (11-4 pm) and

7 (4-9 pm). Groves 7 and 9 are on Beach Drive
north of Military Road. From 1l am to 4 pm

there will be New Games led by Monica Fleisch-
mann, a food party, and square dancing & country
music, led by Carol Hausner (bring your instru-
ments). From 4 to 9 pm, there will be sports -
softball, volleyball, etc. - bring your equipment.
For more info, call Terry at 927-8465 or Sue at
468-9329.

ABORTION RIGHTS MOVEMENT OF WOMEN'S LIBERATION
is planning an Abortion Rights Action Week for
October 22-29, 1979. For more information,

or to help, contact ARM of Women's Liberation,
1212 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, Wash., D.C. 544-1823.

NTS

N.O.W. CHAPTERS meeting times and dates:

Federal City N.0.W., - This month's meeting
is September 9th at 8:00 p.m. Call
667-5307 for further info.

D.C. N.0.W, - Meetings are held the 2nd
Saturday of every month at 10:00 a.m. at
All Soul's Church - 16th and Harvard Sts.
N.W. For further info call Kathy Jursik
at 362-1484,

Capitol Hill N.0.W. - Meetings are held the
first Sunday of every month at 2:00 p.m. at
the Capitol Hill Hospital Conference Room.
Call 363-1469 for more info.

NoVa N.0.W. - Northern Virginia N.O.W. -
Due to Labor Day this month's meeting is on
September 10th at 8 p.m. at the Bethlehem
Lutheran Church in Fairfax. Meetings are
usually held the first Monday of each month.
For further info, call 524-1481.

N.O.W. CHAPTERS'EVENTS:

Blue Grags Party cn Sept. 8 sponsored bv Capitol
Hill N.,0.W, Call Carol at 360-6844 for further
info.

Support o.soups or Career Readiness Assistance

- Anyone interested, call Montgomery County
Commission for Women at 279-8346 for theiz- fall
calendar.

NoVa N.0.W. Yard Sale/ Silent Auction and Crafts
- September 22, Saturday, at the Rock Springs
Congregational Church, 1510 Little Falls Rd.
(between Harrison and 0ld Dominion in Arl).

For info call Bennie at 524 1481.

VA-ERA POLITICAL ACTION ALERT. Get in on the ERA
action for the general Va. elections early --
volunteers are needed to staff phone banks in
both the Northern VA and DC areas. The new DC
headquarters is located near 'Union Station.

Every "per-being' hour puts us closer to our
goal. Contact Cornelia Schuler, 356-8096,

or Pat Harley 751-8981, or Richel Lupkin,
979-7312.

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO Women, Inc. will
sponsor the filrst national scholarly research
conference on Black Women, November 12-13, 1979,
at the Shoreham-Americana Hotel in Washington,
D.C. This conference, '""Black Women: An Histori-
cal Perspective,'" will coincide with the National
Council of Negro Women's 39th National Conven-
tion and the opening of the National Archives for
Black Women's History and the Mary McLead Bethune
Memorial Museum. Anyone interested in receiving
additional information, or in attending the con-
ference should call or write: Sheila Gardner,
NCNW Research Conference, 1318 Vermont Ave.. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone 332-9202, or
443-6780.
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CENTERNEWS

ART :.
WALL

» featuring «

photography by

DEBORAH
BECK

exhibit will run from

Sept. 3 uru Sept. 28

viewing hours: 6-9pm.
mon. - thaurs.

OPENING PARTY

Sun, Sept. 9-2 to5pm

SPONSORED BY AND HELD AT THE

WASHINGTON AREA WOMEN'S CENTER

1825 18th Street, NW ® Washington, DC 20009
phone: 347-5078

ART ON THE WALL

This month's artist, Deborah Beck, says of
her art, "My decision to photograph the stair-
ways and passages of Trinity College's main build-
ing was based on the need to explore my immediate
surroundings. As 1 prowled about with a 4x5 view
camera and a 2kx2% camera, I was impressed by the
oldness of the building and began imagining scenes
of people interacting in times past. The stair-
ways and passages are frozen in time reflecting
the solitude of unpeopled space. Passages erect
barriers for people passing through, just as
people often construct barriers for themselves."

Please join us on Sunday, September 9, at
2:00 p.m. for an opening with the artist. Munchies
and wine will be available. The exhibit will run
for 4 weeks. '

'BACKPACKING

SEPTEMBER BACKPACKING WORKSHOP

Learn the basics of backpacking and hike in
the company of women. Two classes (September 25
& 27) will cover the essentials: food, clothing,
equipment, shelter, how to choose what to ca
and how to pack it. That Saturday ( September 29)
we'll adventure into the woods for an overnight
hike,

I'1l be sharing what I‘ken" about "co-exist-
ing with nature without leaving a trace,” organi-
zing and simplifying for 1life on the trail,
efficient hiking techniques, etc, Hape you'll
bring along cameras, harmonicas, field guides,
kazoos and other instruments of pleasure, also
your enthusiasm for life out-of-doors!

SEPTEMBER WORKSHOP INFO:

Sept. 25 & 27 Classes 7-9 PM
Sept. 29-30  Hike 312

OCTOBER ADVANCED HIKE

For those with backpacking experience
(including the above workshop participants)
I'11 be coordinating a weekend hike in Octo-
ber. We'll organize over a potluck meeting on
Tuesday, Octnber 23 and backpack October 27-28,

OCTOBER HIKE (Note the new dates.)
Oct. 23 Mtz/Potluck 7 PM
Oct, 27-28 Hike $5

Instructor: Nancy Landau, at 979-6398
- . Fo
further info, call the Ce;ter, at 3&7-5078.r

(Note: Nancy Landau is a graduate of the
National Qutdoor Leadership School, in Lander
Wyoming, and has taught backpacking for '
three years at the University of Houston,)







ENGLISH BASEMENT APARTMENT FOR RENT. Located
in house in Mt. Pleasant area, 5170 per month.

Contact Donna at 234-3414,

HOUSING WANTED October 1: 2 women looking for
2-bedroom apartment (preferably in house) in
northeast DC or neighboring MD, convenient to
metro. Yard, porch, and neighborhood setting
preferred. Call Winnie, 927-8835 or 265-9500,
ext. 211; Jean, 462-1906.

* k ok * %
P ? n's
Want to save $1497 The Wome
JUGECHAR | ~onter has a used chair exactly
et like the one pictured that we
' are GIVING AWAY!! Interested?
‘1“ Call the Center M-Th 6-9 pm or

call Sandy or Angie at 521-3199
(no gimmick - we are rearrang-
our space and the chair is
simply too big.)

* k ok & %

SPORTS

After a long, hard season, the Women's Center
Softball Team came in second place in our league.
Because of the way the tournament games are held,
we were able to play in the tournament as well,
but lost our first game and were therefore elimi-
nated in the first round. Congratulations to the
team for placing second and good luck next vear.

IN OUR OWN WRITE is the monthly newsletter of the
Washington Area Women's Center, 1825 18th Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009. The Women's Center
does not necessarily support opinions expressed
in articles, announcements, ads and inserts but
the staff does reserve the right to refuse any
items which are exploitive or demeaning to women.
All items are subject to space limitations.

doode dodeohodoh K K
This issue is brought to you by Angie, Chris, Jan,
Clarice, Hollyv, Jane, Judy R., Judy S., Lynn and
Sandy. Special thanks to Tina Lunson., The Printer
for a job well done as ugual. '

WASHINGTON ARER WOMEN'S CENTER

Referrals:
Housing
" Employnent
Physicians
Therapiscs
Legal
Shelter
Library and periodicals
Dances and special Events
Rap Groups
Classes
Support Groups:
Music
Poetry and Fiction
General
Art-on-the-Wall
Women's Nite Out
IN OUR OWN WRITE, a monthly newsletter
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