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''THE DftNCE'' 
If holding a dance in a big fancy hotel 

~eans we've arrived, then we've arrived. But 
~ore importantly, if providing a wa1-in, women­
oriented space for the thousands of women coming 

·to Washington for the October ~arch means we've 
arrived, then we really have arrived. We at 
the Women's Center realized that very little had 
been planned around the National March on Wash­
ington for Lesbian and Gay Rights that was ex­
pressly directed towards women. A dance, a BIG 
DANCE, seemed to be a good way for a large 
group of women to gather together, meet each 
other. and stockpile their energies for the 
next day's ~arch. 

Have you ever tried to plan a dance for 
over a thousand women? We·we're faced with hard 
political choices. None of our tr~ditional dance 
"palaces" (i.e., All Souls ,Church, First Congre­
gational Church, G.W. Unive~sity) w6~fd hold 
more than a few hundred women and/or were already 
booked for that night. That left the _hotels. 
The Women's Center is concerned about·tpe prob­
lems of women and aicohol, but the way,that ho­
tels make their money on dances is t~rough their 
bar sales, not through their renta.1 ·'fees. 
Males staff these bars. So·Here was our 
situation: we either have the dance in a hotel, 
or we don't have the dance. 
. IJe are having "The Dance." On Saturday 

night, October 13th, from 9 to 1 A.M., the Women's 
Center will be holding a benefit da~ce at the 
Shoreham-Americana Hotel, 2500 Calvert Road, N.W., 
in the spqcious Bke Room. Tickets will be sold 
through the mails and also at Lamma's Bookstore. 
C~nter members who buy their tickets in advance 
will pay S5.00 per ticket; non-members $6.00. 
If vou wait to buv one of the very, very few 
tickets that will.be sold at the door, it will 
cost S7.00 for members and non-members alike. 
T'1e space we have rented will .icco'lllTiodate 1,000 
-~.:me ine: wornen and no ,iore. 1Je s11ggest th.<tt •1011 buy 
•;:,ur tickets for vourself 3nd vour ot•t-of-town 
~l'ests 'l.S soon :is possible as we cannot sell 'TIOre 
th~n t~e roo~ will safelv hold. Information on 
the d,ince will be publicized n'ltionally along ·,,ith 
the '-larch. Dress will ',e whatever strikes vo,·r 
f:incv, ~nd ~n over-priced cash bar will be avail­
~ble. (Cont'd. on P. 3) 
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IAJOMEN'S NITE OUT 
The Grand re-opening of WOMEN'S NITE OUT will 

take place on Saturday night, ~eptember 8th, at 
the First Congregational ~'hurch from 7:00 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. The church is conveniently located 
at 10th and G Sts., N.W., and is accessible from 
the Metro Center subway stop. Parking for cars 
is also close and accessible. Admission for WO­
MEN'S NITE OUT will be $2.00 for members, $3.00 
for non-members, and children are free. (If you 
are not a Center member, but have been consider­
ing joining, now would be a fine time. Member­
ship information will be available at Women's 
Nite Out.) 

In planning for our WOMEN'S NITE OUT, we 
have built upon our past experie.Lce at the old 
Women's Center space and from the knowledge the 
Rising Women Coffeehpuse Collectiv~ have shared 
with us.· We wanted a space large enough to ac­
comodate a large nu:nber of women and children, 
easily reached by bus and Metro, equipped with 
kitchen facilities and, very importantly, wheel-. 
chai~ accessible. With your help we feel we can 
transform the 1st Congregational space into the 
friendly, magical air of previous WOMEN'S NITE 
OUTS and th~ origin~l Rising Women Coffeehouse. 

The evenings will be filled with talking, 
game playing ( a variety of board-type games will 
be available), and, of course, entertainment. 
Free munchies will abound, and non-alcoholic bev• 
erages and non-junk food snacks will be avail­
able· at nominal pri~es. The doors will open at 
7:00 p.m. with performer sets at 8:0p_p.m. & 
9:00 p.m. : t 

WOMEN' s NITE OUT SCHEDV -.• 

September 8 .... Cheryl Jacobs an~endy Stevens 
22 ... Carol Anne Douglas and Susan 

Wood-Thompson 
October 6. . . Hilary ~1or~an 

Opening our WOMEN'S NITE OUT schedule on / 
Sept. 8th, will be two performers from past 
events, Cher.,l Jacobs and Wendy Stevens. Cheryl 
performed at the Extravaganza last winter and 
is well known for her powerhouse blues style. 
She has performed at D.C. Gay Pride Day, Tess's / 
and Food For Thou~ht. Wendv Stevens returns to 

• , • ( Cont ' d • on P . 7)\ • < 



1,a11 Washington women be denied the opportunitv 
to see -'ind m .. rvel at JL,dy Chicago's monu'llental ,;rt 
sculpt"re. "The Dinner Party?" It is ., work which 
took the combined talents of more than 300 'irtists. 
five years in the making, and 5"50,000 to prod1:ce. 
The h\,ge trhnguhr banquet table, 39 china-p;iinted 
plates. place settings, elaborately e'llbroidered and 
designed runners, plus the .. Heritage Floor'' 'Tlade up 
of ?,300 hand-made porcelain tiles com'Tlemoratin~ 
999 women throughout all time and countries -- all 
this sits hidden away in crates in a warehouse. a~ 
q cost of $1,000 a month in storage fees and insur­
ance. "The Dinner P"-rty" is .q "svmbolic history of 
women's struggles," and the art itself 11ay well· set 
off power st~1ggles in communities all over the 
co11.ntry between the powers that control 1llrseum and 
exhibition space. and the people who want and need 
to set this work in all its be-9.uty and power. --

100,000 people waited in record-bre~king lines 
to see "The Dinner P,irty" when it opened at the San 
Fr•mcisco M1:se11m of ~todern \rt last March. On ~L,g­
ust ~th. Judy Chicago g.,.ve " sold-out slide-illus­
tr<1ted lect"re on what the '-'.:ishinizton :'ost c'illed 
her "controversi .. l paintings on chin.,. pleites." She 
"lso told t'1e a11dience "bol•t sever"ll ref,.sqls bv 
n,,•se""TlS to show her work. The Whitnev ~1·seum t~ld 
her th,.t "it doesn't show politic-.1 "rt." The Roch­
ester llrt !-1--se,·.,, w::is s·•pposed to show it b1)t b~cked 
0 11 t of thei_~ coTTllllitment, citing "irreconcil ... ble dif­
Fer~nces with J,•dy ,:hic::i.go." Chic::i.go has stressed 
to the mPset1m directors that she wants the communitv 
invo1.ved rn the-showing oT-"The Dinner Parf:v ~II -and • 
suggests holding a seminar about the artwork like 
the one held in S::in Francisco. • 

Here in 1-lashington. the Hirschhorn Museum turn­
ed down "The Dinner Party," stating th.qt there was a 
"lack of ·~ ... _ '.:ient interest" on the part of the 
rm1 set•m' s <.!~rectors. The Corcoran would dearly love 
to have the honor of showing the h\1ge piece. but 
doesn't have enough gallerv space to display it. 
The National G;,llery's East '-ling never exhibits the 
work of living artists, and it is very doubtful that 
Judy Chicago will fulfill this restriction just to 

?et them to show the sct1lpture. Finallv, the his­
toric Pension B1.1 ildi_ng h.<1.s been tentivelv offered as 
a 1-'lst resort. but the roof leaks when it rains. 
'llaking it ··nlikely that anvone would risk ruining 
this important art work. _If vou th ink that this 
s~•nds like a bad and stupid sib1ation. you're ab­
solutelv right. I personallv wonder if what's 
scaring the Hirschhorn peopl~ is not so much the 
semral imagery of the sculp~•re or even their ex­
pressed fear of "lack of interest." but simply their 
terror that people--~speciallv women--will come. in 
droves and crowds su<::1 as the Hirschhornhas seldom 
seen for any of their highlv tm•ted exhibits of male 
sculptors. 

'vell, the Washington 'vomen's •l,rt Center, which 
,some. ~ood women continuallv get confused with the 
.j';i.shini?;ton .d.rea Women's Center. is headinl?; efforts 
to ma~e s11re that "The Dinner Pi'lrtv" ~ ~et shown 
'7ere in D.C. Joan Mister of the '.,"l.vt1C is coordinc1t­
ing the drive. Leaflets were passed out at the • 
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Sr.iithsoni;m anno11ncing a :neeting on \•·gust "~th 
at 1,1w . .\C to disc11ss strategies and t-'lctics we can 
all use to find space and raise the funds needed 
to bring "The Dinner Party" he re. Bv the t i:ne 
vot1 read this. that meeting will have alreadv 
taken place. but if vrw want to zet involvea'. 
call Joan ~lister at the !..1W.-\C, phone 33'-'l "l for 
in formation and an up-date. 

This is a breathtAking work of -'irt. I was 
moved to tears at how important the lives ::i.nd 
struggles of the historical women were to Jtidv 
Chicago and her co-workers. and at the oven,,h~l~­
ing beauty with which t~e lives of the women were 
incorporated into the ~inners. plates ~nd floor 
tiles. This work is a crucial breakthrough in 
women's reclaiming our herstorv. l~ need to make 
Sl1re that "The Dinner P::irtv" is experienced bv 
as many women as possible.· If w~ don't fight. to 
get this work shown here. it is our own very 
great loss. 

S.ft. f.E. 
In Campbell-v-Fojtik, a 1,5 million dollar 

damage suit filed in Federal District Court in 
Detroit, Michigan, Mr. Jefferie Cs.r:ip~ell al­
leges that his wife, Willie, and their seven 
children we~e held against their will at SAFE 

-House, a refuge and shelter for -battered ~m;n •• 
located outside of Ann Ann Arbor,Michigan, Mr. 
Campbell claims that he was deprived of his 
constitutional rights of life, liberty and prop­
perty and as a result he was damaged in the sum 
of l.5 million dollars. 
-· _Although Mrs. Campbell states in sworn af-
ndav1.ts that she was not held against her will 
and sought the safety of a shelter for battered 
women out of fear of fut~re assaults, she has 
returned to ~r. Campbell and thev are living to­
gether. The implications for th~ defense should 
be clear. 

The suit is scheduled to go to trial in 
J~nuary of 1980 • .-\lthough the !:'.Otions to dis­
miss w~re ~enied by Judge Phillip Pratt, of Fed­
eral_District Court, and a request bv :-tr. Rav 
~ullins, Mr. Campbell's attorney,to ~ettle • 
out of court for 10,000 dollars has been denied 
~his case remains complicated and a long hattle' 
is ,ahead~ Therefore, THE SA?~ HOUSE LEGAL DE­
FENSE Fl"'ND has been established to raise th~ 
fund:_necessa? to prepare this case for trial. 
The ~ 1 tm of O Brien, ~!organ, and Dimond has beer. 
retained; however, tne high caliber of l2~al 
:

0 u~sel needed to defend such a complicated case 
in ,ederal District Court is exnensive. The 
Legal Def~nse Fund has established as its goal 
the amount of S20 ,UOO to !:-e r-aiscd befor-e Jan-Jar· 
0

~ 
1980, Checks can be "!'.ade cut tc The ;:Jomesti.:· 

~l~lence Project Defense Fund and ~ail~~ co 
;0- ~as: Huron St., Suite 101, Ar.n Arbor, ~ich., 
➔810➔, Phone: (313) 995-5~60. 
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ftLL GOOD THINGS ... 
Dea.::-Sisters, 

I have been running a women's open house 
in my home once a month for about the last 1~ 
months. It has been a fine experience for me 
and, I hope, for the many women who have at­
tended it. However, at the last few meetings 
of the open house there has been a falling off 
in attendence. This situation, added to my own 
personal commitments has brought me to the de­
cision to close my open house as of its last 
meeting in August. I feel that with the inczease 
in :he number of activities designed for women 
in the Washington area the need for my own open 
house has diminished. 

:-1y sincere thanks go to all the women who 
have been a part of the open house, and I hope 
that the energy that kept it going will be re­
directed to supporting the new projects spring­
ing up all around the area. 

IAJORKIN ' 

Sincerely, 
Judy Reagan 

IAJOMEN 
A "Fresh Connection" is coming to the .'-letro­

politan D.C. area, and women from Washington, 
Naryland and Virginia are pooling their energy 
to help other women plug into it. 

The connection is "Workin' Women", a fledg­
ling telephone referral service aimed at estab­
lishing a directory of women with skills to mar­
ket. 

"'.Je' re presently in the process of building 
up our resource/·:eferral list ·ng," says Sherry­
Lynne, founder of Workin' Women. We want to be 
able to pt•t women with services to offer in 
touch with women who need those services. Wo­
men in support of women is our guiding theme." 

She continued, "We want to be able to offer 
a broad scope of skills to consumers. The de­
mand is there. We've ,had numerous requests for 
women plumbers, electricians, and mechanics. 
•nd those are the resources we especially rieed 
to tap into." 

~-lorkin' Women is not an employment agency. 
It primarily functions as a clearinghouse for 
•,1omen' s creativity, talent and expertise. Any 
woman who is self-employed, owns her own busi­
ness, works on commission, or free lances, is 
eligible to be listed. 

"The idea is to give any woman the oppor­
tun i tv to be employed, '' reports Sherrv -L vnne. 

~cferral services cost nothing; tho~e wish­
ing to list their skills with Workin' Women are 
requested to make a S10 contribution for six 
~onths of listin~, but special arrangements can 
he mad._,. If finances are a problem, ~.Jorkin' 
:-:omen also promotes bartering of skill-trading. 

.\nyone wishing to contact Workin' Women to 
put their name on the referral list or to con­
tact a wo~an to do a particular job, may do so 
by c:,illing 'i30-2757. ';Jorkin' \.Jomen also has 
speakers available for groups or organizations 
desiring more infor~ation about the service. 
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ft CHILD'S RIGHT 
Richmond area women's groups, child rights 

advocates, gay civil rights organizations, and 
the A.C.L.C. of Va. arc working together to 
raise funds for "A Child's Right to a Fit Par­
ent". The potentially precedent-setting ACLU 
"Jack Doe" case now before the Va. Supreme 
Court is the first such high court case to at­
tempt to define the rights of the child who h4S 
been removed from 4 lesbian ~other'~~y father 
solely on the gro,·nds of t'ie p;:irent' s sext•:Jl or­
ient;:Jtion. 

In the Doe case. the _i1.1d~e gr.:mted the -,1dop­
tion of Jack to his f~ther and his father's new 
wife. which denies J~.ne ,3nd her son any possibil­
ity of m.::iirrtaining their close rel.ationship througl 
visiting. vac,.tions, or holidays. 1.fithout he:'tr.ing 
4ny evidenc~ th:Jt Jane is in anv way .:in ,·nfit mo­
ther, b11 t ad-,,ittedly on his disapprov3l of her 
1 i fes t~•le. the _h,dge has b4nned the mother and son 
from seeing each other for 11 vears. until Jack 
has reached 18. Jack lived with his -nether "ntil 
lRst ve~r when his f1ther. who h~d r.:irely visited 
with him. ca~e. he s.::iid to take JRck to dinner. 
and never ret11rned with the child .. ~ fter that the 
complete adoption was awarded to the father and 
his present wife. 

To raise frnds for this he:1rt-broken mother, 
bereaved child, and their important c.::ise, .:ind to 
provide in re~1rn an evening of enlightening and 
entert,.ining events. several Richmond groups _ioin 
to invite you, yot•r family and friends to the -
Richmond YWC~ at 6 North 5th Street, at 7:00 pm 
on s.att.'rday. September ?9, 1979. -a press release 

.. THE DANCE"" - • TICKETS 

Vse the mail order form below to order your 
tickets. Check one of the following: 
------------------------------------------------· 

__ I am a member of the Washington 'rea Women's 
Center and would like ___ tickets at $5.00 each. 
for the Oct. 13th dance at the Shoreham-~mericana. 

__ I am not a member of the '.J.ashington .\rea 
Women's Center .::i"ld wot?ld like ___ tickets at $6.0( 
each. for the Oct. 13th dance at the Shoreham­
'\mericana. 

Enclosed is ___ ..,.. __ (Make checks Ol't to \/ash-
ing ton !\re a Wo:nen' s Center) 

Send mv ticket~s) to: 

(-'.11 advance ticket reouests m,.st be postmarked 
by September 30, 1979.) 
-------------------------------------------------
:'-!'IL TO: 1.Jashington .'rea Women's Center 

"Tickets" 
18~5 18th St. N.W. 
Washington. D.C. '.'0009 



update •••• 
The Women's Center History Project consists 

of a small group of us who have been meeting on 
alternate T\.,esday evenings in an attempt to pre­
serve ,md learn more about local women's h~.storv. 
As our beg inn l.ng tasks . we have been co 1 lec ting 
and sorting through the center's scattered and 
incomplete office files; gathering together the 
w~wc newsletters and collections of tattered, 
yellowing e11rly women's liberation, feminist ~nd 
lesbian newspapers; and evaluating the best me­
thods of preserving these documents. The oldest 
items are the newsp11pers: copies of RAT (New York) 
dating from April. 1969; It Ain't Me. Babe (Berke­
ley. CA) dating from May. 1970: and Ain 1 t I A 
Woman? (Iowa City, Iowa) from November. 1970. The 
D. C. Women's Liberation Bulletin dates from April 
6, 1970 thro\igh M11rch. 197?. when the name was 
changed to the t-lashington Area Women's Center 
Bulletin. We were t1.lso sent " copy of Our Story, 
Herstory: ~ Working Paper on the D.C. Women's 
Liberation Movement, 1968-1971 by ChArlotte Bunch 
who had helped compile ~•-.e paper for a weekend 
retreat in 1971. 

But the most interesting documents may well 
be the office files, notes of women's center 
collective meetings. and phone logs. These are 
the raw materials of our own history at a time of 
rapid change and high energies in our community. 
The earliest letter in our files is dated Febru­
ary 4, 1971--only ~ight and a half years old, yet 
it sounds like something out of our ancient past. 
The woman who wrote it for D.C. Women's -Libera­
tion (our foresister group) described the group's 
structure weekend retreats. and speaker's bur­
eau. Then she stated: ''We orr.anized about four 
years ago. We've had an office over two years. 
maybe almost three." She went on to say "Recent­
ly. women who had been in Gay Liberation here in 
,., shington left that group . . . and have become 
active in WL. This has not been an easy transi­
tion for a lot of people. but it seems to be 
smoothing out. and we have a new realization of 
what sist~rhood can mean." Another early letter 
came from a Man who had heArd a woman from DCWL~ 
speak before his grol•p. He wrote to ask: "How 
can I, a m11le. contribute to women's Ilberation?" 

How manv current members of the WAWC can 
remember when the W0~"!!"'

1 S center was located in 
a seventeen room, five ·bathroom. three story row 
house on R Street? Sophie's Pa~lor Coffe 0 house. 
where Meg Christian performed, was located in the 
basement. The R~pe Crisis Center, the Liberation 
School for Women. Feminist Counseling Collective. 
Legal Counseling Project, Health Project, and the 
Women's Phone (a hotline and referral phone) were 
all located "oder one roof. All this was ours in 
197?. Does any current women's center member re­
me'l\ber working on the Women's Center benefit 
which didn't happen--the one that was to be held 
in Cole Field House in 197?. (capacity 12 000), 
cost fot1r dollars per ticket. and last two hours? 
'-le have fo11nd five pages of notes on the progress 
in contacting J.qne Fonda Joan Baez. Roberta Flack, 
Helen Reddy, l'lnd many other performers for the 
m11ssi·,e benefit. No penny-ante thinking in that 
e 11rlv gro11p of members! Why didn't it _happen? 
Do~s 3 nyone reading this know~ " 

The Historv Project gr~!p is open to n~w ~~~-
b S at all tim~s. Please call Judith at 89~-5~97 

er h " , c or SPsanna at 33?-8447. or t e wo~en s '::'nter. for 
more information on time and place of the ne~t 
meeting. If you have papers, ph~tographs, m1.m.~tes 
or notes of old meetings, or anc1.ent newsletters 
from the Center's activities. we would be espec­
ially pleased to hear from yo1.1 • 

THE BATTLE RAGES ON _____ _ 

ERA. hAS been before the VA Gener:tl .\ssembb 
since 1973. The Senate defe'lted it by one vote 
in 1977 when Sen.::ator CAn.::ad.::a (R-VA Be.::ac~) 
switched his position from pro to .::anti the 
dav of the vote. Members of the Ho1 ·se of 
DelegRtes however •h.::ave never been ~b~e to 
vote on ERA. T'iis is becA•·s~ the Pn.v1.leg~s 
Rnd· Elections Co'TIT?tittee, which considerc; 
proposed Constit1·tion.::al Arnendm.,nts, '1~s 7efrsed 
to rele.:1s·e ER.\ to t1ie f·,11 floor. Th1.s 1.s t1ie 
onlv Constit•·tion"l A'nendrnent i.n the histor" 
of the Gener.::11 ~ssemblv th.::at h.::1s not been to 
the floor for .::a vote. Cle.::1rlv, the sever.::11 
ve.::ars of lobbving bv Virgini.::ans ins· pport of 
ERA. were not S" fficient to convince o•· r 
legisl.::ators t~.::at we were serio"s .::abo1•t tliis 
iss,.e. Even the f:act tli.::1t 59% of Vir,S?ini-"TIS 
s• ·pport ERA to1as not considered cone 11 • s i ve 
evidence. It becAme .::appRrent thAt ERA s•·pporten 
needed to flex th.,ir politic.::al mnscles. 

1979 ls :also .::an election ve.::ar, this time fo1 
.::all of Virgini.::a's 100 deleg.::ates :and 40 sen.::ators 
in the GenerAl A.ssembl,·. T'ie c.:>ndid.::1tes, 
.::111d NOW .,re ge.::aring •·p ►or the gener.,1 election 
on Nove~ber 6 1979. Virgi'fli.::a NOW h.::as est.::ah­
lished .::a politicAl "Ction co~mittee (VA-PAC) 
in order to pArti.cip.:>te more .::acti.velv i.n t~~ 

election proc.,ss on.:, st.:>te-wide h.::asi.s. The 
p1·rpose of t'ie incre.::ased p.::1rti.ci.o<>tion is to 
i.ns"re th 0 r.::atific::ition of ERP-i.n VA b<>Fore 
.J··l" 10 19~?. ~w electing pro-ERA c.::1ndid<>tes 
to t~e G.an,.r.,1 <Xcc;efTlhlv. T1,,. PAC 'i"s on-
l?oi.ng pro; ects -.ro,.nd t'1e st.:>t~ which ~den ti.;., 
;:,nd rnol:>i.li.?e p·,·o-ERA c;··ppor':. ~l-"O" vol•·ntee~i; 
.::are needed to sc., ► f t~P. p'1oneh.,nks ..,nd to 
c.:>nv.::1s door-to-door 

In .::addition to politi.c.::11 .::activitv NOW 
will li 0 ore .. ni?ine p~one~Dnk .::1rt~on te.:>~c;- 'n 
., n•·rnli,.r of di.strict" t"ro .. ,;,'-.o··t "'~<> «.t<>t0 . 

T~~ <>ction te.:>"1s ~ill orR.:>nl7~ ~cti.vit'es llke 
letter-writing c;m1p.::aigns .::1nd lo~!)" d.::a•,c;. 
Consti.t "nts ne 0 d to h•·i.ld :i b~tt"'r r;:ipport 
,-,i.ci... t1ielr le1?i.sl.::1tors to s"rv?. -"" ;:, const::nt 
rr>"1i.11d,.r tli;:,t we .:1nd ERA wi.11 not go,,,.,;:, ... 
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L<:>slie Alden 
VA St:ote Le2isl;:,tivP Coordin:otnr 
(p 11 blislied pr~vio•,~1,, in \.l:oshin~:::rin 

Er,• :ol Ti,ei- NOW) 
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The Women's Center History Project consists 

of a small group of us who have been meeting on 
alternate Tuesday evenings in an attempt to pre­
serve and learn more about local women's h:!.story. 
As our beginn:.ng tasks. we have been collecting 
and sorting thro11gh the center's scattered and 
incomplete office files; gathering together the 
WAWC newsletters and collections of tattered, 
yellowing e4.rly women's liberation, fe'llinist and 
lesbian newspapers; and evaluating the best me­
thods of preserving these documents. The oldest 
items are the newspapers: copies of RAT (New York) 
dating from April. 1969; It Ain't Me-:--i'abe (Berke­
ley. CA) dating from May. 1970: and Ain 1t I A 
Woman? (Iowa City, Iowa) from November. 1970. The 
D.C. Women's Liberation Bulletin dates from April 
6, 1970 thro\igh M4.rch, 197'.>. when the name was 
changed to the 1-lashington Area Women's Center 
Bulletin. We were l'.lso sent a copy of Our Story 
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Herstory: I\ Working Paper on the D.C. Women's 
Liberation Movement, 1968-1971 by Charlotte Bunch 
who had helped compile >:'~e paper for a weekend 
retreat in 1971. 

But the most interesting documents may well 
be the office files, notes of women's center 
collective meetings. and phone logs. These are 
the raw materials of our own history at a time of 
rapid change and high energies in our community. 
The earliest letter in our files is dated Febru­
ary 4, 1971--only ~ight and a half years old. yet 
it sounds like something out of our ancient past. 
The woman who-wrote i~ for D.C.-Women's Libera- -
tion (our foresister group) described the group's 
structure weekend retreats. and speaker's bur­
eau. Then she stated: "We orr:anized about four 
years ago. We've had an office over two years. 
maybe almost three." She went on to say "Recent­
ly. women who had been in Gay Liberation here in 
~ shington left that group ... and have become 
active in WI... This has not been an easy transi­
tion for a lot of people. but it seems to be 
smoothing out. and we have a new realization of 
what sist~rhood can mean." Another early letter 
came from a Man who had heard a woman from DCWL~ 
speak be fore his gro\•p. He wrote to ask: "How 
can I, a m:ile. contribute to women's l'iberation?" 

How manv current members of the WAWC can 
re,nember when the wo,~•s center was located in 
a seventeen room, five ·bathroom. three story row 
house on R Street? Sophie's Parlor Coffe~house. 
where Meg Christian performed, was located in the 
basement. The R~pe Crisis Center. the Liberation 
School for Women. Feminist Counseling Collective, 
Legal Counseling Project, Health Project, and the 
Women's Phone (a hotline and referral phone) were 
all located ••nder one roof. All this was ours in 
197?. Does any current women's center member re­
me,nber working on the Women's Center benefit 
which didn't happen--the one that was to be held 
in Cole Field House in 197?. (capacity 12 000), 
cost four dollars per ticket, and last two hours: 
1~e have found five pages of notes on the progress 
in contacting Jane Fonda Joan Baez. Roberta Flack. 
Helen Reddy, and 'llany other performers for the 
massi-re benefit. No penny-ante thinking in that 
early gro11p of members'. Whv didn't it .happen'? 
Does .:Jnyone reading this know? " 

---

The Historv Project gr~•p is open to new rne~­
bers at all tim~s. Please call Judith at 89~-SR97 
or SPsanna at 33?-8.!.47, or the Wor.1en' s C~nter. for 
more information on time and place of the next 
meeting. If you have papers, photographs. rnim,tes 
or notes of old meetings, or ancient newsletters 
from the Center's activities. we would be espec­
ially pleased to hear from von. 

THE BATTLE RAGES ON. ____ _ 

ER<\ h;:is been before the VA General .\ssembb 
since 1973. The Sen/\te defe"tt;!d it by one vote 
in 1977 when Sen;:itor Clln"'d"' (R-VA Be;:ic~) 
switched his position from pro to -"nti the 
dav of the vote. Members of the Ho•·se of 
Deleg;:ites however •h;:iv~ never been ;:ible to 
vote on ERA. T'1is is beC-""S'? t'1e Privileg~s 
/\nd· Elections Co~mittee, which consider~ 
proposed Constit,·tion-"l Amendm<!nts, li;:is reF,·sed 
to rele;:is'e ER.\ to t'1e f·,11 Floor. This is t~e 
onlv Constit,·tion"l A-nendm~nt in the histor" 
of the Gener"'l A.ssemblv th;:it h"'s not been to 
the floor For"' vot~. ClePrlv, the c:everPl 
ve;:i_rs of lobbving bv Virgini"'ns in s· pport of 
ERA. were not st1fficient to convince o•·r 
legislPtors tM.Pt we were serions ;:ibo••t this 
iss••e-:- -Even the f;:ict t'1Pt 59% of Vir,e-ini-"ns 
s•·pport ERA was not considered concl•·sive 
evidenc~. It bec;:ime ;:ipp ... rent th;:it ERA s•·pporters 
needed to flex th~ir politicPl llll'Scles. 

1979 is -"lso "n election vePr, this time for 
;:ill of' Vir~iniP's 100 delegPtes "nd 40 sen"'tors 
in the Gener;:il o\ssembl,·. T'1e c"'ndidP.tes, 
.::iT1d NOW "re p.:e,.ring •·p For the gener::il election 
on NOVt;!'llber 6 1979. Virgi'fliP NOW h;:is est"'h­
lished "'politic"l "Ction co=ittee (VA-PAC) 
in order to particip,..te 'TlOrt;! "'Ctivelv in t~e 
election proc"!SS on "' st"'te-wide b"'si.!'. Th.e 
p,·rpose oF the incre"'sed pPrticipation is to 
ins"r~ th 0 r;:itific;:ition of ER.A in VA b.,for~ 
.J··lv 10 19~?, lw electin1; pro-ERA CPndid,.tes 
to t"e G"'n"r"l o\c:c;el'lblv. T""' PAC h,os on-
l?oi.ng pro 1 ects -.ro,.nd ti-,~ st"t~ wi-,ich. :.den ti.'" 
Pnd 1T101:>i.li7e p-.·o-ERA s··ppor':. !'1"n" vol•·nt~e~s 
::ir~ needed to c:t,.Ff t'-\e p'1on~b.,.nkc: "nd to 
c;:inv"'c: door-to-door. 

In "'ddition to politic"l ;,ctivitv NOW 
will '",a or2::ini?in2 p~oneb~nk "Ct~on te;,~c:- 'n 
"n,-.,,i-,.,r of district" t..,_,.o"'?'-.o--t ~•-,, c:t::it 0 . 

T~e ::iction te_,.,,., ~ill or~;,ni7., ~ctivit'ec: llke 
letter-writing c.::imp"igns ::>nd lobl:>" d;>•1s. 
Con!"tit '-'ntc: ne 0 d to h•·ild " b"tt"r r;,pport 
•o1it,_, t'ielr le1d.sl.,.tors to ~Arve "'" " const::nt 
rP"li.rtd"r t'1"'t Wt;! ;:ind ERA. will noi:: go,.,.,,.. .. _ 
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Leslie Alden 
V~ Sr;:ite Le2islPtivo Coordin"'t0r 
(p,.bU.c:hed previo•1c:l•, in \.,'"'shin~~,..,n 

En.· -"l Ti,es NOW) 
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ftNNOUNCEMENTS 
ROADWORK & FRIENDS presents Sweet Honey in the 
Rock, a Sixth Anniversary Concert. This concert 

I ' of D.C. sown Sweet Honey, will be held on Octo-
ber 19 at Howard University's Cramton Auditorium 
at 8:00 p.m. Tickets: General Admission is 
$6.50. Reduced ticket prices are available for 
students. For further information on tickets, 
student tickets and child care, call Roadwork, 
234-9308. 

THE WASHINGTON WOMEN'S ART CENTER has an exhibit 
called "Clay and Line," which will run from 
September 11 through September 29. The opening 
of the exhibit is to be held on Sept. 11 from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m., and all are welcome. 

REGISTRATION for workshops and classes in the arts 
held by the Washington Women's Art Center is 
scheduled for September 8th and 9th. For infor­
mation on the courses, fees, etc., call the Wash­
ington Wcmen's Art Center at 332-2121. 

WOMANSPACE, the Women's Center of George Washing­
ton University, is having a Women's Outreach 
meeting on Monday, September 17. For more 
detailed information, call the Center weekdays at 
676-7389, or call Cathy on weekends and eve­
nings, at 920-9265. 

LESBIAN RAP SESSIONS are held every Wednesday 
night, 7:30 at the Lesbian Health and Counsel­
ing Center. The rap sessions are community 
get-togethers. Topics are open. The LHCC 
is located at 1606-17th Street, N.W., Whitman­
~~alker Clinic (nea:-- Q St.). For information, 
call 332-5295 Wednesday nights, or just drop by. 

RAPE CRISIS CENTER - Group session for victims 
of rape on Sept. 12 at 6-8 p.m. at All Souls 
Church. Entrance on Harvard St. at 16th St. 
Call 333-RAPE for further info. 

BLUE COLLAR -TRADESWOMEN (fonnarly Women Working in 
Construction) invites you to their first annual 
Picnic. It will be held at Rock Creek Park on 
Sunday, September 23, in Groves 9 (11-4 pm) and 
7 (4-9 pm). Groves 7 and 9 are on Beach Drive 
north of Military Road. From 11 am to 4 pm 
there will be New Games led by Monica Fleisch­
mann, a food party, and square dancing & country 
music, led by Carol Hausner (bring your instru­
ments). From 4 to 9 pm, there will be sports -
softball, volleyball, etc. - bring your equipment. 
For more info, call Terry at 927-8465 or Sue at 
468-9329. 

ABORTION RIGHTS MOVEMENT OF WOMEN'S LIBERATION 
is planning an Abor.tion Rights Action Week for 
October 22-29 1979. For more information, 

, I ib . or to help, contact ARM of Womens L eration, 
1212 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, Wash., D.C. 544-1823. 
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N.O.W. CHAPTERS' meeting times and dates: 

Federal City N.O.W. - This month's meeting 
is September 9th at 8:00 p.m. Call 
667-5307 for further info. 

D.C. N.O.W. - Meetings are held the 2nd 
Saturday of every month at 10:00 a.m. at 
All Soul's Church - 16th and Harvard S.ts. 
N.W. For further info call Kathy Jursik 
at 362-1484. 

Capitol Hill N.O.W. - Meetings are held the 
first Sunday of every month at 2:00 p.m. at 
the Capitol Hill Hospital Conference Room. 
Call 363-1469 for more info. 

NoVa N.O.W. - Northem Virginia N.O.W. -
Due to Labor Day this month's meeting is on 
September 10th at 8 p.m. at the Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in Fairfax. Meetings are 
usually held the first Monday of each month. 
For further info, call 524-1481. 

N.O.W. CHAPTERS'EVENTS: 
Blue Grass Party en Sept. 8 sponsored by Capitol 
Hill N.O.W, Call Carol at 360-6844 for further 
info. 
Support Groups or Career Readiness Assistance 
- Anyone interested, call Montgomery County 
Cotmnission for Women· at 279-8346 for their fall 
calendar. 
NoVa N.O.W. Yard Sale/ Silent Auction and Crafts 
- September 22, Saturday, at the Rock Springs 
Congregational Church, 1510 Little Falls Rd. 
(between Harrison and Old Dominion in Arl). 
For info call Bennie a~ 524 L481. 

VA-ERA POLITICAL ACTION ALE!lT. Get in on the ERA 
action for the general Va, elections early -­
volunteers are needed to staff phone banks in 
both the Northem VA and DC areas. The new DC 
headquarters-is located near·Union Station. 
Every "per-being" hour puts us closer to our 
goal. Contact Cornelia Schuler, 356-8096, 
or Pat Harley 751-8981, or Richel Lupkin, 
979-7312. 

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO Women, Inc. will 
sponsor the first national scholarly research 
conference on Black Women, November 12-13, 1979, 
at the Shoreham-Americana Hotel in Washington, 
D.C. This conference, "Bl,ack Women: An Histori­
cal Perspective," will coincide with the National 
Council of Negro Women's 39th National Conven­
tion and the opening of the National Arc~ives for 
Black Women's History and the Mary McLead Bethune 
Memorial Museum. Anyone interested in receiving 
additional information, or in attending the con­
ference should call or write: Sheila Gardner, 
NCNW Research Conference, 1318 Vermont Ave .. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005. Phone 332-9202, or 
443-6780. 
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OPENING PORTY 
Sun, Sept. 9 - 2 to 5 pm 

SPONSORED BY AND HELD AT THE 

IA18SHINGTON ftREft IAIOMEN'S CENTER 
1825 18th Street, NW • Washington, DC 20009 

phono, 347-5078 ca, 

ftRT ON THE IAlftLL 
This month's artist, Deborah Beck, says of 

her art, •~v decision to photograph the stair-
ways and passages of Trinity College's main build­
ing was based on the need to explore my immediate 
surroundings. As I prowled about with a 4x5 view 
camera and a 2tx2t camera, I was impressed by the 
oldness of the building and began i:nagining scenes 
of people interacting in times past. The stair­
ways and passages are frozen in time reflecting 
the solitude of unpeopled space. Passages erect 
barriers for people passing through, just as 
people often construct barriers for themselves." 

Please join us on Sunday, September 9, at 
2:00 p.m. for an opening with the artist. Munchies 
and wine will be available. The exhibit will run 
for 4 weeks. 

6 

BftCKPftCKING 
SEPTEMBER BACKPACKING WORKSHOP 

Lea'L"ll the basics of backpacking and hike in 
the company of women. Two classes (September 25 
& 27) will cover the essentials: food, clothing, 
equipment, shelter, how to choose what to carTy 
and how to pack it. That Saturday. C September 29) 
we'll adventure into the woods for an ovemight 
hike. 

I' 11 be sharing what I •ken• about "co-exist­
ing with nature without leaving a trace," organi­
zing and simplifying for life on the trail, 
efficient hiking techniques, etc. Hope you 1 11 
bring along cameras, harmonicas, field guides, 
kazoos and other instruments of pleasure, also 
your enthusiasm for life out-of-doorst 

SEPTEMBER WORKSHOP INFO: 
Sept. 25 & 27 Classes 
Sept. 29-30 Hike 

7-9 PM $12 

OCTOBER ADVANCED HIKE 

For those with backpacking experience 
(including the above workshop parti'cipants) 
I'll be coordinating a weekend hike in Octo-
ber, We'll organize over a potluck meeting on 
Tuesday, OctQber 23 and backpack October 27-28. 

OCTOBER HIKE. {l'!ote the new dates.) 
Oct. 23 M~/Potluck 7 PM 
Oct. 27-28 Hike $5 

Instructor: Nancy Landau, at 979-6398. For 
further info, call the Center, at 347-5078. 

(Note: Nancy Landau is a graduate of the 
National Outdoor Leadership School in Lander 
Wyoming, and has taught backpackini for ' 
three years at the University of Houston.) 
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and more centernews 

1 WRITING WORKSHOPS 
1 a -long writing and criticism workshop for 
j .-\ c! ~omen will take place Saturday, Sept. 15 
1 all l0-5. Nab Segrest and Susan Wood-Thompson 

f f:~r offer sessions in story-telling, your 
wi . of poetry of prose-writing (bring paper 

I. 

chodice ) group criticism, and a discussion of 
an pen ' • • h i I h . • al theory and fetT11.n1.st aest et cs. n t e 
critic , i i • i h h t criticism session we 11 er t c1.ze e t er w a 

wrote earlier in the workshop, or another 
y~~ce of your writing. If you think you may 
\efer the latter, bring several copies of one 
P two poems to a one-to-three page bit of prose 
(journal, letter, story, other). We'll break for 
lunch (you provide your own, which could be a 
meal in a nearby restaurant). The workshop 
cost of $8 can be applied to the second workshop, 
which runs seven Wednesdays from Sept. 26 to 
Nov. 7, and costs $40 ($32 if you attend the first 
two meetings). . 

This second workshop will meet 7 to 9 pm 
and focus on traditional poetic structures, 
with participants writing at least four poems 
in such forms. Poems by Brooks, Clifton, Larkin, 
Plath, Rich, A. Walker, and others will serve 
as models of how women, including lesbian fem­
inists, are adapting traditional structures in 
the creation of a new tradition of poetry by and 
for women. 

Susan Wood-Thompson will offer the second 
workshop. She has studied, published, and taught 
creative writing extensively, and is for the 
first time trying to earn her living solely by 
teaching workshops and giving readings. Mab 
Segrest, who will co-facilitate the first work­
shop, has i11st earned her Ph.D. at Duke Universitv 
and is an experienced teacher. Susan coordinated 
the workshops this June at WomanWrites: South­
eastern Lesbian Conference on Writing, Printing 
and Publishing, and both women lead workshops 
there. Hab is a contributing editor for SINIS-
TER llISD0~1, and both women are in the FEMINARY 
collective. 

WOMEN'S NITE OUT,cont. 
read from her growing collection of !!h.:>rt stories. 
A member of the Writing On Collective, she has 
published poems in the group's own publication, 
as well as in her own book, I AM NOT A CAREFUL 
POET. 

On September 22nd, Carol Anne Douglas and 
Susan Wood-Thompson will be reading from their 
soon to be published books. Carol Anne is a 
repeat performer and has already published in 
her own book, LOVING WOMEN IS DANGEROUS.~ 
Wood-Thompson has recently come to D.C. from 
North Carolina where she was active in the pub• 
lication of FEMINARY, a feminist journal. Susan 
is offering a course on writing poetry through 
the Women's Center. She will be reading poems 
from her forthcoming book. 

October 6th will bring us a lesbian-feminist 
singer/songwriter from New York city, Hilary 
Morgan is a blossoming talent who has played 
·on·bills with Meg Christian and Gwen Avery. She 
is very excited at the prospect of sharing her 
music with a D.C. area audience. 

Woman power is needed to make WOMEN'S NITE 
OUT happen. We need help·in coordinating public 
relations, setting up, food, sound, music and 
literature on an alternating basis with the women 
who are already working. We are willing to ar­
range work exchange for the first event if you 
can contact us by September 6th: 

Set up/Clean up: call Alene a·:: 931-1109 
Bringing/Selling food: call Cheryl at 

234-5846 after 8 pm 
Sound/Entertaining: Judy Reagan at 522-0493 

All others: call the·Center and leave your 
name and number. 

We sincerely hope we'll see you September 8th. 

RftP GROUP TOPICS 
'·le invite vo., to join ,:s in "- r<1p grot•p 

~l~nnin~ ''leeting on September 17 ~t 7: 30 PM 
ln the '~omen's Center Lounge. The planning 
"'leeting is ~n opport1•nity to :n'>.ke suggestions 
hased •Jn vo 11r own person"ll field of interest• 11 . 
,e ~re looking for ide;is to bro~den -ind better 
focLis 0 11r choice of topics for the coming 
':!Onths • Yo10r experiences, s11ggestions 'Ind 
oueries ~re inv~lu~ble. • 

1 

September 3 

September 10 

September 17 

Holid3V - No R~p Group 

National M-irch on ~fashington 
for Lesbian and Gav Rights -
Views Fro~ Houston - See ~rticle 

Planning Meeting 

September "4 !fomen' s M•·sic: l-llv1t is it & '-lhere 
is it Going? Come to disc11ss :ind/ 
or brin~ your instrument and a song 
to share. 



ENGLISH BASEMENT APARTMEm' FOR RENT. Located 
in house in Mt. Pleasant area. $170 per month. 
Contact Donna at 234-3414. 

HOUSING WANTED October 1: 2 women looking for 
2-bedroom apartment (preferably in house) in 

. northeast DC or neighbortng MD, convenient to 
metro. Yard, porch, and neighborhood setting 
preferred. Call Winnie, 927-8835 or 265-9500, 
ext. 211; Jean, 462-1906. 

SPORTS 

* * * * * 
' Want to save $1497 The Womens 

Center has a used chair exactly 
like the one pictured that we 
are GIVING AWAY!! Interested? 
Call the Center M-Th 6-9 pm or 
call Sandy or Angie at 521-3199 
(no gimmick - we are rearrang-
our space and the chair is 
simply too big.) 

* * * * * 

After a long, hard season, the Women's Center 
Softball Team came in second place ~n our league. 
Because of the way the tournament games are held, 
we were able to play in the tournament as well, 
but lost our first game and were therefore elimi­
nated in the first round. Congratulations to the 
team fqr placing second and good luck next VP~r! 

IN oeR OWN WRITE is the monthly new1letter of the 
Washington Area Women's Center, 1825 18th Street, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009. The Women's Center 
does not necessarily support opinions expressed 
in articles, announcements, ad1 and in1erts but 
the staff does reserve the right to r~fuse any 
items which are exploitive or demeaning to women . 
All items are subject to space limitations. 

* * * * * * * * * 
This issue is brought to you by Angie, Chris, Jan, 
Clarice, Holly, Jane, Judy R., Judy S., Lynn and 
Sandy. Special thanks to Tina Lunson, The Printer 
for a job well done as usual. 

WftSHINGTON ftREft WOMEN1 CENTiR 

Referrals: 
Housing 
Emp 1 oy,nent 
Phyaiciana 
Therapists 
Legal 
Shelter 

Library and periodical• 
Dances and special Events 
Rap Groups 
Classes 
Support Group a: 

Hual.c 
Poetry and Fiction 
General 

Art-on-the-Wall 
Wom•n's Nice Out 
:!! OUR. .Q!!!! ~. a monthly newsletter 
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