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DECEMBER °77
THE LONGEST NIGHT

winter solstice dance

Winter Solstice, the longest night of
the year, marks the end of the year's cycle
and the begimming of another. The darkness
of night predominates on this winter matri-
archal holiday, but the days will lengthen
from then on, awakening the knowledge that
the light is reappearing with the promise
of Spring.

In celebration of the coming Winter
Solstice the Washington Area Women's Center
will sponsor a dance on Saturday, December
17th at All Soul's Church (16th and Harvard
Sts., NW), from 9 PM on.

The women s community in the D.C. area

has made it through another year of struggle,

conflict and growth--and we end this year
with an increased sense of unity. The
Women's Center staff hopes that the upcom-
ing Winter Solstice dance will give area
women the space to really celebrate our
sense of commmity. Let's party together!

We are going to transform All Soul's
into a darkened, warm and mellow atmos-
phere filled with taped women's music and
disco. We will have a women's security
patrol keeping the space free from violent
invasion.

There will be apple juice, beer, and

soda on sale with free minchies---pretzels,
popcorn and nuts. A "balloon dance" with
prizes will punctuate the evening with

some fun and games. Admission to the dance
will cost $3.00 for WAWC members (bring
your membership «card!), $3.50 for non-
members. Work exchange will be available
for those who cannot afford the admission
price.

If you would like to volunteer some of
your time working on the dance or you would
like the work exchange, please come to a
"Dance Volunteers' meeting at the Women's
Center (basement of Sumner School, 17th
and M sts. NW), Sat. Dec. 10, at 12 noon.

During the past year the Women's
Center's services have grown remarkably--

a reflection of the activity and the need
for a central meeting space in the D. C.
area women's commnity. The Center has
been staying just above water in terms of
finances--we have been surviving on mem-
berships, donations, and infrequent fund-
raisers. So, we are holding this dance
to raise money as well as to party!

Your attendance at the dance would give
the Washington Area Women's Center
support which is sorely needed. Please
join us!






WRENCHWOMAN

As most of us are still struggling to find
meaningful ways of earning a living, it is com-
forting to know about local women who are suc-
ceeding in doing this., Sue Sasser and Valerie
Mullen are the joint owners and managers of
Wrenchwoman, an guto-repair shop located at 801
Virginia Avenue, S.E. in D.C. They have been
at their present location since last February,
both women working previously at another shop,
the Grease Palace in Glen Echo. They received
their for-profit incorporation status one year
ago and although it 1s not equally owned, they
share the duties and management. Both hope to
make working at Wrenchwoman their long-term
occupation.

Entering the shop, their five-dog security
force meets you at the gate; inside, they have
posted various news articles and leaflets of
women's events. Sue and Valerie usually work
a 12-hour day, from 8am to 8pm, six days a week.
They pay themselves the usual 50% of the flat
rate charges. Often swamped with work, they
did manage to take a one week vacation since .
their opening. Women -are hired at various times
on a temporary basis, for around $4 an hour.
Helpers answer phones, order parts, and do odd
jobs; answering phones requires some knowledge
of auto repair and parts.

Wrenchwoman has had publicity in Working
Woman, The Capitol Hill, US News and World Re-
port, and has had a 10 minute interview on
Channel 7's "7:30 Live". Sue has taught about
40 sessions in auto repair over the last few"
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years, totalling-250-300 students, 90% of which .
have been women. As there are not many places
where women are well-received for training,
these courses fill a definite need. The next
course will be held in the spring, and will cost
$30 for 4 sessions, meeting 2% hours on Saturday
mornings. (Classes in auto repair for women are

also held as a part of the Glen Echo Park Service.)

Their customers are 607 women--working on both
American and foreign cars, their prices vary,
depending on the type of car. A major tume up
rnuns between $16-$75 for labor and necessary
parts, .a lube job including checking transmission
and rear-end oil is $15-$25, and checking and
flushing the cooling system is $20-$25 plus
antifreeze and replacement parts . Both women
have NIASE (National Institute for Automotive
Service Excellence) certification. 1If you are .
interested in their work, call them at 543-1550.

-=-sue lorentz

U. OF M. WOMEN’S CENTER

FINALLY

The U of Maryland Student Government Agso-
ciation finally approved a budget for the campus
Women's Center during the week of Nov. 1l4th,
after a summer and fall semester of stalling.

budget was cut from $3,000 to $2,300
and tﬁzeCentzr will not receive its funds until
the Spring '78 semester. That means that the
Center would still be without a phone for a few
months more, but an area feminist, Ms. Pat )
Webbink, has donated a phone to the Center unti

FUNDED

the funding is received.

The budget was passed not without much has-
sle and threats by the student government pres-
ident, Louis Luna, to use his veto power to pre-
vent funding the Center. According to Fran Patton
(from the U of M Women's Center), Luna said he
felt the Center was '"too political" and that the
Centér was "giving the Student Government Asso-
ciation a bad name" bacause of negative publi-
¢ity in the school paper regarding the actioms
of the SGA. 13&
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Women's Open House, D.C. 347-5078 ’
11i111i's Open House, Arlington, 671-3762

Rap Group for Women,D.C. 347-5078

Women's Coffeehouse, UMd. Dec. 2,9

Student Union, Rm. 0124
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Announcements Cont’d

mise.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN TASK FORCE of the D.C. Area
Feminist Alliance will meet December 13, 6 pm at
the Women's Center. New members weleome

MASSAGE for women on a sliding fee basis, Appt.
only, call Lenora Trussell at 234-4167.

THE COMMUNITY FOR CREATIVE NON-VIOLENCE, Luther
Place Church, and Sojourners Fellowship are
offering overnight hospitality to the homeless
this winter. On Nov. 14 they opened separate
facilities for women and men and urgently need
volunteers to staff the shelters nightly from
-8am, as well as donations of food and blanket

The women's shelter is being staffed by women

only. If you can help, Please contact Carol
Fennelly at 232-9533.

A COLLECTION OF LESBIAN LOVE-LETTERS is being
compiled by some women in New York. For info,
write: LLL, POB 621, Old Chelsea Station, N.Y.,
N.Y. 10011, or call the Women's Center.
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MATHEMATICS TUTORING--All levels--Call Pilar,
337-0077.

THE GREASY GORGON GARAGE, a lesbilan-run garage
and training center in western Massachusetts,"
is seeking donations from women to get them
through critical times and onto a solid economi
footing. To contribute or for more information

RISING WOMEN
COFFEEHOUSE

write them at POB 73, Hatfield, Mass. 01038,
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Looking for spaceto rent on Fri. or Sat. nite
starting March 1. Would like to share with
otherg

‘s group(s). We need room for kitchen
set-up, childcare, large main room and small
annex room with option to leave
safely, Please call Lee at 362-4149

BLOS-¢vE (Z0Z) :auoyy

9‘:0?2 3@ "uo¥ujysen

- AN ‘®393135 y puw 437
LN] D Iusmageg

N Taomg Tosad!
SNI M VRV NC_ 2N {5um




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}





