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U of M’s WOMEN’S CENTER

fighting institutional sexism

After a summer and fall semester without
funds, the women who staff the U. of Md. Womers
Center are awaiting a decision from the Student
Government Association (SGA) as to whether they
will be funded for the Spring '78 semester.

Despite obvious attempts by the student
government to squelch the Women's Center, the
Center lives on. Since its beginnings in 1970-
71, the Center has been alternately funded and
denied funding. It seems it must continually
fight to prove itself to student government as
a fundable and needed student organization.

During the Spring of '77 the Center was
funded by the SGA with a budget of approximately
$3,000. During that semester the Center sponsored
a num:et gf projeits/events as a service to the
campus and commnity. Among them were: Women's
Week, which included forums on the ERA, Abortion
Rights, Lesbianism, a Willie Tyson concert and
filmg and poetry readings; a Telephone Referral
Service; a Women's Library; protests against a
campu? wet t-shirt contest; and several forums on
women 8 1issues.

Despite these accomplishments (or, should
1 say, because of them) the Center was not funded
by the SGA in the Summer of 1977. When informed
of the SGA decision, thirty women went to ask the
SGA treasurer why. The treasurer sald funding was
dropped because the women's center was discrimina-
ting against men by not allowing them membership.
The women said they would open membership to men
if necessary. They were informed that they could

petition for funding at a special budget hearing.

Originally planned for August, the hearing
did not materialize until October. In the mean-
time, the Women's Center's phone was removed from
their office, rendering their referral service and
commnications defunct. At the budget hearing,
none of the financial committee members had read
the proposed budget beforehand, and were thus poorl;
prepared to consider it. The committee demanded
that the women- prioritize their already scant
$3,000 budget request for possible cuts. On Tues-
day, October 18th (after this issue goes to print)
the male-dominated student legislature will vote
on the approval or disapproval of the Women's Cen-
ter's budget.

So far, no women's group on the U. of Md.
campus has been funded for the fall semester.

A wamen's crisis hotline had been formed, but
they were without office space or phones. The
Women's Center offered to share their very small
office space with the hotline. When the hotline
moved in they waited two and a half months for

the SGA to install a phone, and when it was finally
put in, Louils Luna (SGA president) stipulated that
under no circumstances was the Women's Center
staff to use that phone. The campus has also
recently dissolved the librarian position at the
library's Women's Information Center.

Despite the budget hassles, the Women's
Center has begun investigating the athleties
department as to alleged non-compliance with

(cont'd on back page)



ARIELIGHTS

Ariel, a spirit of light and air, a charac-
ter in Shakespeare's ''Tempest'--is the name four
women have chosen for their lighting design col-
lective. Lighting design is often described as
"painting with light;" but they feel it's more
than that--that the subtle use of light can
change the air, can create feelings and moods,
and give a certain atmosphere to settings and
performers.

Terry Updegrove, Betsy Toth, Robin Cocking,
and Pam Hormer joined together 1% years ago to
formally incorporate Arielights as a non-profit
organization, although they worked together in-
formally for about 2-3 years before this. Many
of their first jobs were for women's events;
working for little or no pay, they provided
lighting for the first concerts 3 or 4 years
ago--Meg Christian, Cris Williamson, Willie
Tyson, Casse Culver--in Back Alley Theater, St.
Marks Church, and Marvin Theater. Feeling the
need and importance of women's events, they
fulfill an important function that is mutually
supportive. They ask for 12%7% of the gross in-
come, which puts thelr fee on a sliding scale.
Usually spending 12-14 hours at one concert gig,
they consider $25 apiece for 2-3 women to be
average pay ($2 or less an hour). They have a
contract with the Folger Shakespeare Library,
which pays $25-$50 for a ome-person gig. Their
newest contract is with the Folger Theater Group
for whom they provide the lighting for each pro-
duction. They are presently hiring a good num-
ber of outside women for this.

Besides their work at Folger , Arielights
has designed and installed lighting systems at
the Company, Inc., and designed the lighting
system for the overseas training division of
the U.S. Information Agency. They emphasize
hiring and training women; they hired 4 inex-
perienced women for theilr present crew at Fol-
ger . Betsy has taught five or six workshops
in lighting mechanics and lighting design in
the last several years, as part of the WAFT
(Washington Area Feminist Theater) educational
program. About 30 women have attended their
workshops--some are now working at Folger or
in other theaters; many are working as volun-
teers. Arielights is hoping to have similar
workshops in the future.

All four women in the group studied thea-
trical lighting in high school or college, and
Terry is presently taking an electronics course
to help her in repairing their equipment. All
of them have worked in the theater for several
years, doing different kinds of technical work,
and some acting. They met each other while
working with WAFT, and are all employed in pro-
fessional theater now. The group generally works
collectively, being aware of each other's know-
ledge. They are paid the same for thi r work
in the group. They own ' :ir stock of lighting

equipment for concerts; a certain amount of each
concert fee is put into an equipment fund. Fu-
ture plans and visions include getting a van for
the equipment, expanding into a thea! .cal light-
ing supply house to rent out equipment to other
groups, being entirely self-supportive for S€vV-
eral women, and befng able to go on road tours:
Obstaclc they face are the usuals--time(thestr”
cal work is very demanding) and money. Of cours®
Arielights' future depends to a great degree
the future of women's concerts and similar event?
In this area. The group can be reached by €83
ing the Folger Theater office at 547-3230 a®
leaving a m lage for Betsy.

--gue lorentz
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Women's Center Open House, All Women, once & month, D.C., 347-5078.
1i11's Open House, Lesbian, every Wednesday, Arlington, 671-3762.

N ove mber Women's Center Rap Group, All Women,

every Monday 8pm, D.C,, 347-5078.
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U of Md - continued

Title IX prohibitions of sex discrimination.
As in most colleges, the women's sports programs
received much lower funds than the men's sports
programs. An open forum on this issue is planned
by the Center before the semester is over.

Projects planned for the Spring'78 semester
(1f funding comes through) are: forums on Violence
Against Women and Self-Protection; Speakers on
Abortion Rights, the ERA, Battered Women (Del Martin)
Women in Music, Women and Mental Health (Phyllis
Chesler ), Women in Prison; Women's concerts with
Teresa Trull and Mary Watkins; and films on aboxtion,
women's health, release from prison and street
harassment.

If you wish to lend support to the U. of Md.
Women's Center or wish information about upcoming

events and services, call Frances Patton at 270-
9159.

(See the next issue of IN OUR OWN WRITE for an up-
date of the U. of Md. Women's Center funding)

IN OUR OWN WRITE is the monthly newsletter of
the Washington Area Women's Center. Contribu-
tions for the next issue are due by Nov. 15.
Please send them to NEWSLETTER, Washington Area
Women's Center, Summer School, 17th and M Sts.,
NW, Washington, D.C. 20036. . This newsletter is
brought to you by: Susanna Sturgis, Chris Lund-
berg, Sue Lorentz, Toni White, Wendy Chick,
Anne Runyan, Bentley Kemmnedy, Beth Karbe (photos)
Lois Bull, and Tina Lunson (printer). The
Women's Center does not nece---—*"— jupport opin-
t:f. expressed in articles, ammouncements, or

in

serts.

NATIONAL ASSOU.ATION OF WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS,

under contract with the Dept. of Transportatiom,
is actively seeking out, locating, and register-
ing women-owned firms for contract opportunities
with the nation's railroads. For further info -

contact Juanita Weaver or Carol Raykowski at
338-4321.
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announcem’ts cont’d

social events
CANTOBRIA presents A Fall Wimmin's Cultural
Series:

Nov. 3 - Community Workshop .

Nov. 4 - Meg Christian and Teresa Trull concert,
8pm, Ontario Theater, 1700 Columbia Road.,
NW.

Nov. 5§ = A film "In the Best Interests of the
Children" and Concert Lucha, 8pm, at
the Wilson Center, 15th and Irving St.,
Nl wl

Nov. 12--Berkley Women's Music Collective, 8pm,
at the Wilson Center.

Dec. 3 - Hysteria, 8pm, First Congregational

Church, 945 G St., NW
Free childcare and signing for the deaf. Concert
tickets at Lammas and the Women's Center. One
concert-$5, two concerts-$9, three concerts-$12.
Film tickets~$2.50-at Lammas and Bread & Roses.
For childcare reservations, work exchange, or to
sponser tickets for wimmin who cannot afford them
call 667-2026.

RENT PARTY! Talk, dance and drink--a women's
disco will be held Saturday, Nov. 12 from 9 PM
on into the night, at 1753 Kilbourne Pl. NW.
$2.00 donation. Free munchies, cash bar with
beer, wine and liquor. Quest needs to help
defray the costs of rent increase this month.
We hope you will come and bring your women
friends for a Saturday night alternative to the
bars in a safe, women-only environment!

misc.

KAREN SILKWOOD MEMORIAL DAY will be on Nov. 13.
Call Kitty Tucker at 544-8200 for more info.

SOPHIE'S PARLOR broadcasts on FM 89.3 a music
show every Tues. 3-7pm and a public affairs show

entitled "A Woman's Story" eve

ry Fri. evening at
7pm. The Feminist Radio Network handles theg
public affairs show the last Fri. of every month.

~

8L0S-L%€ (Z0Z) :auoyg
98002 D@ ‘uo3¥uTysEm
AN “®393135 i pue yyy7
udmaseqg 10015 1oumng

SNINOM VRV NOIONHSWW




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}



