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OO RIPPED-OFF

0ff Our Backs, the feminist news journal
located on 172/ 20th Street, N.W., D.C., was
broken into and robbed on November 26th. The
jtems stolen were two electric typewriters, a
tape recording answering service, a new add-
ing machine, a radio and an electric clock,
as well as some petty cash, It amounted to a
total loss of approximately $2,000 and the
items were not insured.

The robbery has hit the Off Our Backs
(O0B) collective hard, but with the support of
the women's community it 1s hoped that the
impact of ‘the robbery will be minimized, A
clock and a radio have been donated thus far,
but at least $1,400 is needed to purchase two
electric typewriters.

The Women's Center proposes that the
women's community at large make a concerted
effort to display their solidarity and their
strength by getting O0B their nee :d machines
before the February issue. 1In this way we
can successfully turn around the ugliness dir-
ected at feminists everywhere and, in this
case, at OOB directly, and transform it into
positive energy that women can feel both

strength and inspiration from. We ask that
you visibly support OOB and subscribe to a
women's news journal that has long deserved a
dedicated readership., We ask that you con-
sider buying a subscription to O0B for a
friend's birthday, to celebrate the love you
share for each other, or to use this oppor-
tunity as excuse to spend some money on your-
self. (The cost of a subscription is $6.00/
year; $10.00/year for a."contributing sub-
seription,)

Some women are interested in organizing
a massive benefit for OOB with the coopera-
tion of area women and women's groups. If
you have any ideas or energy or money you
would like to donate to the cause, please
call the Women's Center and leave your name
and number, :

If we all try to help in some way, thi
harrassment of an area women's group can be
used to start a process which will bond us

all with a new awareness of the power of
women helping women,

t.w.




poem

feathers float

about
their meeting grounds
banglesbaublesandbeads colors
earth scents
new moon rising
over
plowworn fields smile

treetops extend
their arms to dancing sparks
flying the bonfire below
a moan, at first low
thrusts its way above the flames
above the treetops
above far above the local hills
pushes itself into the consciousness of
town insomniacs stirring them
from their beds to windows with fear

' i} energy surges from the
26 odd wimmin

manifesting itself in their
chantsand songs

faces alive with sweat -
features writhing - playing out

their lives' dramas

the love
the life
the youngoldmiddleaged
all hold hands bodies beautiful -
under the cold sky

Only the lonely babbling brook spys
on their rites -
only it knows of the accusations
tortures and slow deaths in store
for these - hunted wimmin
tonight who dance for life - desperately,
frantically
under the moon
waxing stronger
: the brook will tell its
tt » and centuries later when its
tongue is still

only the rocks will know -
and the moon as it waxes
stronger - ready to rise.
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LAMBDA’S SLIPPI Vg

Toni White, former staffperson at Lambda
Rising, a gay bookstore in D.C., has filed a
sex discrimination complaint with the Human
Rights Commission, Toni feels that recent
staff changes at the store have resulted out
of a distinet bias against women, although
this contention is denied by the owner of the
sto: , Larry MacCubbin,

On October 12, 1976, Toni was informed
that the manager would be leaving as a result
of a mutual understanding and agreement be-
tween he a = Mr, MacCubbin, The manager, pleas-
ed with Toni's work, had recommended her to
replace him, Two hours later, Mr, MacCubbin
informed Toni that a new man would be filling
the position, and that her hours would be cut
from 26 hours to 5 hours per we«  thus giving
the new man a day's overtime, (Apparently, the
new manager didn't feel he could live on forty
hrs, per week,) Toni questioned Mr, MacCubbin
about this arrangement, as the new man had ab-
solutely no retail experience whatsoever, Mr,
MacCubbin justified the staff changes by stat-
ing that the new man had been hired because of
his contacts in the gay rights movement, (Toni,
by the way, has been active in the lesbian=-
feminist movement since 1971 and remains one
of eight co~~ ~taff women running the Women's
Center,) : .

Two day- .ater, Toni phoned Mr, MacCubbin
and informed him that she fe¢ Gt she had been
treated unfairly and that she had made plans
to file a complaint with Human Rights. That
same night, upon reporting > rk, Toni was
fired by MacCubbin, who accused her of "not
trusting her employer™t!

The facts speak for themselves., The Wash-
ington Area Women's Center urges concerned wo-
men and men to refrain from supporting such
businesses, In this spirit, an open-ended boy-
cott is being organized in an attempt to dis-
play to Mr, MacCubbin the collective disapprov-
al of such sexist practices,

~ Shop at woman-owned, woman-run stores
like Lammas and First Things First-- Let's
make ourselves heard as well as help support

our struggling sisters, Bk
Mo om o prvmpry
IN OUR O.N VIRITE is the montl etter of

the Washington Area Women'!s Center, Contribu-
tions for the next newsletter are due by Jan.
15th, Please send them to NEUSLETTER, Wash=
ington Area Women'!s Center, Sumer School,
17th & M Sts,, NW, Washington, ’e 20U36e
This newsletter is brought to ; by: Toni
White, Beth Karbe, Karen lood, Elaine Goodman,
l Marcy :ein and Sandy Black,
















is holding an OPEN HOUSE on Jan. 30th,
?371\22{ vlvzlcome ?{Ew members !_and celebrate the
pew year! Wine and cheec?e will be served...
2pm-5pm, at 1506 Columbia Rd, NW, $2,00 per
person. ..call Joyce at 96?—0930 for details,
Also sponsored by DC NOW is a seminar on
nWomen's Priorities in the 95th Congress" on
sat., Jan. 8th from 9:15am-3:00pm at the House
of Rep. Caucus Rm., in the Cannon.Bldg. on
Tndependence and 1st St.. Lunch will be provid-

ed at $2.50/person.

FREE SEMINARS!! To be held at 7:30 pm at the
Bethesda Women's Headquarters, 6921 Arlington
Rd, Bethesda: 881-7000, Scheduled are "Finan-

cial Plannin es of Investments" on Jan,
12th and "Retirement/Tax Shelters" on Jan, 26th,

Washington Area Feminist Theatre is scheduling
a meeting for Jan, 19th at 8pm at All Souls,
16th & Harvard, NW, WAFT is in danger of demise,
They need help to plan and execute series of
staged readings, seminars and workshops. They
also need womanpower or they won't be able to
do it, Call WAFT, 965-0971 for more infolllil

Women's Counseling Group forming out of Chevy
Chase, Md,, Fee is $15,00 per session, no
sliding scale, Call Jacqui Leichter, MA in
Psychology, at 652-5047 for details.,

MAXTNE FELDMAN TN CONCERT'!! Maxine Feldman,
lesbian-feminist songwriter and singer is
performing for the first time in DC on Friday,
January 28th at St, Marks Church, 3rd & A,

SE at 8pm, Tickets are $3.00 and are available
at Lammas. Maxine is brought to you by the
newly born Cantobria Productions and the
Washington Women's Building fund,,, come and
Support your women's community!!

QUEST: A FEMINIS™ ~UARTERLY is sponsoring 2
fa%r ‘Fo raise money to meet their rent. The
fair is scheduled for Saturday, February 12,
from /pm-10pm at A1l Souls (16th & Harvard,

NW). Watch for further details in the Feb.
newsletter!!:!

Area lc?sbians interested in writing full or

.‘ Eea-rt tine for The Blade - call and ask for
Per'ry at 7853009 (ans, sere) or write 2L30
nn, hve, N.‘I, Suite 209, DC 20007,

Rising Women Coffeehouse held an interest
meeting at the DC Women's C¢ ier on Dec,
Where they've been, where they're at, and
where they're going was discussed. A good
number of women attended, but more are expect-
ed at the second scheduled meeting on Jan,
10th (Mon) at 7:30pm, here at the Center (in
Sumner School Basement, 17th & M Sts, NW), °
All area women are urged to attend and show
support,.. they need you!!!

3th,

WOMEN!!'! Get ready for the New Year's Day
Tequilla Football Game at Montross Park in
DC at 1:00 pm~4:00 pm, Teams are now forming.
Call 347-5078 or 462-2988.,. ask for Elaine,

ARTISTS!!! Women interested in an Art History
Workshop or an Art Therapy workshop are re-
quested to call the Center (347-5078) as soon
as possible and express an interest. These
workshops are tentatively planned for this
month (Jan),.. their implementation all de-
pends. on feedback from the women's community.

Into BODY MOVEMENT AND AWARENESS?? An experi-
enced teacher is interested in starting an
ongoing workshop. If you're interested, call
Susan at 434-2234 after 5pm,

We need women to coordinate a Teenage Rap
Group and a Women in Transition workshop.
There has been much interest for both of

these sessions, but we at the Center have
neither the time nor the skills to implement
these particular actvities, Women interested
in helping out, please call the Center. Thanx.

SISTER CONNECTION Women's Coffeehouse has
shows scheduled for every Monday in January,
at 8pm at Mrs, Z's Restaurant, Cedar Lane,
Columbia, Md., Call the Women's Center for de-
tails and directions,

VOLUNTEERS!!! There will be a meeting for
women interested in donating some time to the
Women's Center. Womanenergy is much needed,
and since the first meeting was so successful,
we've decided to schedule another to catch
all you stragglers out there, The meeting is
set for Tuesday, Jan, 11th at 7:30 pm at the
Center. Call us for details and directions.
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