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Winter Solstice Celebration

The quest for women'!s hystory has led
many women into a realm of knowl~“ge which has
been hidden from us for centurie., Ve now know
that civilization itself began in matriarchal
societies (Davis, 1971).

Further evidence from out past::shows that
goddess worship was our first religion (Davis,
19713 Graves, 1948). The goddess was worshipped
for her life-giving powers (she is the "Great
Mother") and she was associated with nature's
cycles, eligious holidays focused upon the
cycles of the seasons and the moon's phases,
The cyclical nature of woman, moon, seasons,
life were key concepts in the "old religion®,

With the advent of .patriarchy, mythology
was re-written to.glorify gods, not goddesses,
People were coerced into giving up worship of
the goddess for the worship of new gods., They.
did:not give up the old religion easily, how-
ever, Many times new gods were accepted only
when their rituals were incorporated into .
goddess rituals, .

One of the festivals associated with
goddess worship was the Winter Solstice- the
shortest day/longest night of the year- the
beginning of winter, December 21st. The dark
tide of night is at its deepest at this point
in the earth's cycle, but from this point on,
the day will lengthen and the goddess of light
will grow in strength, The wheel of existence
comes full circle once again, The death of
winter is upon us, but not without the promise
of the coming of life/spring, Winter Solstice
was such an important holiday in the old reli-
gion that hebraic tradition held Hanakuh cele-
brations and the Clristian church fixed the
nativity feast of Christ in the same season.

Many patriarchal traditions during this
time of year were origimally goddess-religion
traditions, For example, mistletoe was origin-
ally a matriarchal symbol, It was a tree which
was sacrcd to the Druids, Ireland's matriarchal
forest and moon cult, The sticky juice of its
berries was believed to give ine gift of
propheccys Its branciies were cut with a silver
sickle by Diuid priestesses in rituals be-
neath the moon (Graves, 1943),

The fir tree (possible predecessor to
the Christmas tree) was sacred in Grecce to
Artemis the moon-goddess who presided over
childbirth, "The silver fir has its station
on the first day of the year... the day of

. the Winter Solstice" (Graves, 1948,pe 193).

These are two examples of the links
which exist between present religious customs
and goddess-worship, Today, many women are
abandoning the oppression of patriarchal -
religion and are returning to the original
nature-religion in an effort to symbolically
re-link themselves with the life force of
the feminine principle. 7Ti** the resurgence
of feminism has come the w..-rstanding that
woman is a life-force in a eulture that is
heading for death and ecological destruction,
Thus, feminist communities across the country
are incorporating a new spirituality into

their lives (Quest, soring, 1975). On Winter
. Solstice those women will re-enact old

rituals and create new ones in celebration
of the longest night, As Jean, a member of
Aurora viomen!s commmnity said to me,
“"Solstice is the apex of cosmic forces" and
the sharing of energy by women on that night
has affected women throughout the year,
With our rediscovery of matriarchal
religion perhaps we have found a symbolic
representation of our spiritual lives which

~ coincides with our political struggle for

liberation, As we reject patriarchal modes
of economic and social organization, so too,
can we reject patriarchal definitions of owr
spirituality. Tapping into our shared well=-
springs of spiritual energy past and present,
perhaps we can find renewed strength for
feminism in our lifetime,

Toni White

(References: Davis, Elizabeth.Gould, The
First Sex, N.Y., 1971; Graves, Robort,
The .hite Goddess, N.Y., 1948; Woman-
Spirit magazine, wolf Creek, Oregon, 197k
Quest: A Feminist Quarterly, "Women and
TSpirituality", Baltimore, 1975.)




Announcements !

FINST THINGS FIRST, BOOKS FOR WOMEN will be
selling "womanpresents" at the Christmas

Craft Sale on Dece2=5 here at the Center (17th

and ii Stse, NW), See insert for more info,.,

ALEXANDRIA N,O.W, is sponsoring a frees
"Brunch" on Dec, llth at 10:30 am, Call Jan
Benham at 370-9815 for directions,

N.O.W, SEXUALITY TASX FORCE will neet on Dec,
12th from 2pm to Lpm in Annapolis and will
discuss Lesbians and Alcoholism, Call Eda
at 927=3275 for further information.

YREMEMBER THE LADISSY is the subject of the
December showing at Corcoran Gallery., lec-
tures will be given all through the month,
Call them for more details,

WEVENT" is coordinated by the Metropolitan
Ministry With Women and will be bringing
together women's groups to share information,
resources and energy. Anyone is welcoms to
cone and join in' the activitieseee groups
will display booths, films will be shown,

and there will be speakers and musice Call
Lee Kurtz at 338-7983 for details, (Dece 3rd)

Anyons interested in joining an ongoing
POETRY WORKSHOP?? If so, call the Women's
Center (347-5078) and leave a message for
Julie, There will be no charge involved,

The RISING WQKsN'S COFFEZHOUSE is closing
to seek a more suitable space. In light of
this, the Vomen!s Center is tentatively
planning an ongoing "Music Night" to be held
here at the Center, But we need feedback}}
Please call and let us know your thoughtseee

WFEMINIST CONNECTIONS" needed} Women are be-
gimming to call us for tcmporary housing re-
ferrals, Thay are usually travelling women
who need a place to crash for a night or
two, If you are willing to open your home
to these women, please call the Center (347-
5078) and give us the proper information,

LESBIAN OFSN HOUSE will be meeting every
other Wed, from Spm=1lpn beginning on Déce 1.

For info, and directioms, call Paula, 539=-4513,

Rde, N, Call 234~2722 for more infoeee

The GZORCE WASHLIGTON UNIV, WOIZM'S CTR.
will be opened weckdays at Marvin Center,

HANNAH HARRISON CAREZR SOHOOL is sponsoring
a free Learn to JZarn program vhich will be-
gin Jan, 17th, It 17ill be a full-time, ten
Weck program for women over 35 and newly
single, preparing them for basic accounting
positions, To apply call 333-3500, Mon,~Fri,,
10am=4pm, Sophie Zdelsberg, ilso offered is
Environmental Services iianagement beginning
Jan, 18th, This will run for a year and will
be designed for women who want better jobs
or start a new career, It will prepare them
for supervisory positions and deal with
women applicants between 25-55, Call the #
above Ior further information,

VOLUNTE:RS}! There will be a general meete
ing for women who would Xike to donate some
time to the Women's Center on Dec, 8th at
7:30 pm at the Center, lle need many forms of
help- working the pliones, newsletter writing
and mailing, project coordinating, setting
up a library system, etc., etc,, etCooooe
Give,a little.,e WO:EN TOGSIHER WILL BUILD
A WORLD AS YET. UNDRTAMED] §

CLOSET TEACHERS!! Substiiutes needed for
Osh Gosh Day Careeee $15.,00 a day, Calls
3,7-7079 if interested, :

WOMEN'S CENTER USED BOOK SALE is now an on-
going thing, Donations are gratefully ac-
cepted and are tax deductable, Please help
support the Center and come down to buy some
books, Owr regular hours are 10am-2pm, lMone=-
Thurs,, and l0am-lopm on Friday, but we are
usually here above and beyond those times,

The PRESSIEN TRIAL is scheduled for Dec,

6th, This trial is the cumulation of over a
year of nardship which has worn on the strike
ers and their families, To take some of the
load off the women, the strike s )ort com-
mittee is organizing chlld csre and commmn-
ity meals for the duraticn of the trial,

. If you wvant to help, or just want more in-

formation, call Fred Solowey at 737-2810,









WWORKING WOMEN" CONT'D

include a speaker's bureau, public seminars,
and reference pamphlets (so far five have been
published covering: legal name changes, em=
ployment and credit ch.scrin.nat.ion, donestic
relatjons and rcsources for abused women),
To handle requests for legal information and
aid, the Ffund has established "counselirg com-
mittees" of trained laywomen. In cases of cre-
dit, employment discrimination and name change,
the committees can represent women in the ad-
minisvrative procedures, In other cases, or at
later stages, thcy either make referrals to
private attarneys or submit the case to thne
Fund's screening committee, If the screening
comuittee approves, the case 1ill be handled
by one of the lawyers who has voluntesred to
work with the Fund, Decisions to take cases
are based on legal merits, wita preference giw-
en to the woman who can least afford lawyers,
Services provided tarough the Fund are free;
clients only have to pay filing fees and xerox-
ing costs, General policy is made by a Board
of Directors elected by the membership, The
Board selects the screening comrittee and over=
sees the work of the volunteer attorneys,
Contact: Hancy Owens=Cierley or Judy Lichtman,
VLDF, 232-7072, -
Next month, the newsletter will summarize the
work of the National Committee on Household Eme
ployment, the Women's itights Committee of the
American Federation of Teachers, the American "
Federation of State, Sounty and Municipal Ene
ployees, and the local chapter and national
headquarters of Federally Fmployed Women.

Harcy Rein

BOOKS, POSTERS FOR WOMEN

. 2334 Ontario Rd., N.W.
| Washington, D.C. 20009
R 234-2722
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THINGS FIRST T3

SEX DISCRIMINATION

A sex dlscr:.mln..t:.on corplaint has becn
filed by a former employee against Lambda
Rising, a gay bookstore in D.C.., The woman
feels che was treated unfairly when her hours
were severely cut as a result of a ney mana-
geriel position (which she did not get) and
she was subscquently fired woon lodzing the
camplaint with the rduman Rig2ts Commission,

A boycot tt is being org anized.

ART ON THE WALL:
DECZMBER ARTIST

During the month of December Shari
McCoul will have a one woman show at the
WeA,ll4Cse Three wood sculptures and two
bronze pieces will be displayed along with a
selection of oils on canvase

Shari, a graduate of Carlton College in
Minnesota, has recently moved to the D.C.
area, Like most young women artists, she was
very anxious to have the opportunity to pub-
licly show her work, Because established gal-
leries will not take a chance on unknown art-
ists and because young women artists rarely
have enough money for a private showing, such
artists rarely find a place to show,

In an informal interview, Shari talked
ebout the process of exploring her potential
as an artist, In an attempt to achieve her
concept of "good art" she feels she must re-
concile two schools of thought, One school
emphasizes detailed, exact, perfection, work-
ing with a design that commnicates a spartan
perception of reality, The second:school em-
phasizes the emotion, heart or sensuous feel-
ings of the artist, Somehow, the two must be
combined through individual ingenuity,

' Two examples of  Shari's pieces are
"little Box", a bronZe sculpture, and "ihere
are you going, ‘here have ‘you been?", a multi-
media sculpture box, vhari sees the first
piece as a grotesque shell of spikelike Dpro-
Jections protecting a mischievous jewel box,
The second piece has nirrors which reflect
to infinity and transmit a fantasy, funhouse
feeling,

Vihile her work is displayed in December,
Shari invites viewers to commmnicate their
responses to her work, A& log will be provided
for corments and we hope you will have a
chance to see this woman's art,

‘All this can happen and more when you
take the time to come to the Center}

B, Elaine Goodnman

321 Seventh Street S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20003

::: (202) 546-7292
Jf’\ ’o‘y Handcrafted Silver
S [anmas
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Mary Lec I'armer
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