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12:00--1100 Women's 
Forum, A.U. 

7 ;.30 .film--"The Emer­
r,ing Woman" at. 

Martin Luther King 
Library 

7 r)O GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 
MEETIOO at 

Women1s Center 

8:30 Meg Christian 
Sophie's 

. Parlor 
Women's 
Center 

,sh.5 Emplayment 
Discrimination 
Group Meeting 

at 
Women's 
Genter 

8:.30 Willie 
Tyson at 

Sophie's 
Parlor,' 

Women's 
Center 

7 sJO 
Coordinating 
Cow1cil 
Meeting 
Women's 
Center 

8:30 Meg 
Christian at 

Sophie's. 
Parlor, 
Women•a 
Center 

12:00 -- 7t00 
Autographing 

Party 
for 

Rita Mae Brown 
at 

1aJIIJJl&S 

8:30 
Willie Tvson 
Sophie's 

Parlor 
Women's 

Center 

~ every SUNDAY, 
every MONDAYt 
every irm;;sDAY: 
every TUESDAY: 

~ 

[HOO n.c. Gay Women's Open House, \-iomen1s Center, Sophie's 
8:00 Abortion Counselling Group, Women's Center 
6fOO Newsletter Meeting, Women's Center 
7100 Jazz J8Jll Session, Sophie's Parlor, Women's Center 

Parlor 

N<l-1 taskforce meetings are open, but please call first to attend: 
Dec. 9, Sun: 2:00, Sexuality, 2631 39th St., mi. Call Eva Freund 333-1387 
Dec.12, Weds 71)0, Control of Our Bodies, Women's Ctr. Call Violet Malinsky 773-6136 

7t30, Women and Addiction, lOS E. Melbourne Ave., Silver Spring, Md. 
Call Jan Duplane w/638-2380 h/~67-8392 

Dec.13, Thus 7t.30, Thirty-Niners (deals ·w/ discrim. against older WOM~n), Cleveland 
Park Library. Call Gilda Schenker 537-1630 

Please call the Women's Center f'or events not yet scheduled as we printed this l 
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FORUM 

*********************************************************************** 
* FORUM provides a means of expressing different issues in the * 
* Newsletter about the Women• s Center and feminism. It is written • 
* entirely by readers, and the opinions presented should not be con- * 
* sidered those of the Women's Center. • 
• All articles submitte~ to FORUM must be signed. The Newslet- * 
* ter will not edit on the basis of political opinion, but may edit * 
* on the basis of space or coherency. * 
* We hope that ?ORill-t will promote heal thy debate at the women, s • 
* Center. So get your thoughts together and contribute to the January* 
* issue. The deadline is Tues., Dec. 18. • 
*****************************~***************************************** 

THE CENTER: WHERE IS IT GOING? 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY: Thursday, December 13, 1973; Major Decision Required 

For the last months there has 
been considerable discussion 
about the future of the Wash­
ington Area Women's Center. 

Some believe we should main­
tain/improve current informa­
tion, referral and serviceE. 
some have dropped out of the 
Center completely, believing 
that the present structure i~ 
non-political and anti-leader­
ship. Others are excited about 
the pros9ect of a future facil­
ity that would provide emergency 
housing and cr:i.sis intervention. 
Some think the latter idea ri­
diculous, believe we should 
drop our non-profit status and 
be militant. 

I was hired September 1 with 
the title of Fund-Raising Co­
ordinator with the stated in­
tention of paying ~c to raise 
money to keep the Center alive. 
My problem has been: alive as 
what? 

It was, and is, my contention 
that the Center could not get 
funding from foundations with 
our present program alone, that 
we would have to be doing so:ne-
t hing innovative, meeting a need 
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not being met elsewhere, in order 
to secure foundation money. Since 
September 1, I have been doing the 
kind of com.~unity outreach that 
we had been unable to do previ­
ously because of lack of staff, 
and learning about programs a­
rotmd the District that attempt 
to meet the needs of women in cri­
sis situations. 

I have spent time with staff per­
sons and executive director per­
sons from such places as Family 
Services unit of the Deoartment 
of Human Resources: Emergency 
Farniliy Shelter: Traveler's Aid 
Society: Salvation Army: Pilot 
District Project: Evangeline Res­
idence: YWCA: Com.-nuni ty Mental 
Health Area 11A 11

: Florence Crit­
tendon Horne: HUD: Health and 
Welfare Council: plus speaking 
by phone with innumerable others. 

What is immediately obvious after 
these many conversations is that 
housing and services for the un­
housabie, i.e. the woman in cri­
sis, is the greatest single need 
for women in the D.c. metroool-
itan area. All of the above facil­
ities, plus several more scat-
tered about the District, meet a 
fraction of th~t need with lim-
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bed BP ce, 11m1t-
1ted Gffi rg ~CY limit d hoU a, 
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sut Dr• pr p r d to go 11lto r., J 
th• ~ot bUaineo•? Aa t 
·1 t intorination and ,speak t:o 
u i oc:ial ••rvic , I f!OP!: c:nvino d that provid.ing 
1,19co t wher t Wo•a • • 
]lou J.nq i 

0
1P•. ~--v?wt r or • • t 1 c r,t.er h0U ~ ~ al 

• • it i t correct pol~tic 
v ften the.Hie woman r in to do 
m:~ri~problem situationo. they th ing • 
n d a temp,rary place to at Y And . 

00
, what do we do? one of , 

whil they aeek jobs, voe t:t.on- my informant aid, •w don't 
al training ·or public a e1 stanc • need any more referral services. " 
TheY nee~ legal oi- psychiatric ·x•· •·;e don•t provide referral ."! 
help. They na d oomeono to c- " • ban into 
company them to tho e inetitu- • fJrvices, ehould we c ge 
tional bureaucracie that manu- '• more activist clothing, become 
facture more 'paper than th y can . a aocial club, a day care cen­
deal W1 th. They need a pe:rma- · ter, a, torefront, a women'~ 
nant pl ce to stay that 1an • t ' _; phobe (where. of course, we ve 
alienating and debilitating. • ·: been before) ••• ? 
And, most important, they need /. /."\ . 
to know that it is the male- . -~; . ·or ca we po sibly meet the needs 
dominated political system 1n .. ,;· • • of ~~n in crisis through pzo-
whlch they live that han bro>con v1s1pn of. primary ■ervieee by _ 
them--or tried to break them--. feminist counselor■, ~d femin-
and that it is not their. own in- iat counselors. Shoui we •••Jc 
competence or l.ack of int•lli- • the kind of financing that Will 
gence that has cauaed • them to enable us (With a new fac11J.ty) 
malfunction temporarily. to hire 'feminist mental health 

·Which of thee needs hall a 
Woman's Center r.ieat? Shall 
provide cr1 is houcing? For 
,900,000 we could purer o the 
Evangeline Residence at 13th & L 
(to be v cated ~t the bGg1nn1ng 
of the year). It h:ia 139 apart- , •• 
ment rooms, with beds for 220 
women, a helf-dozen room oft 
the main lobby that could b9 
ut1lize4 tor eounaeling staffs, 
and an extensive cafet ria that 
could double aa meeting room. 
A staff of 35 ~l>uld r8qu1red, 
including 11v -in reaidance man­
agers equipp d to h ndl 11 
types of om rg ncy 1tuat1on, 
plus cuatodi l, culinary, and 
bu11neee ataffe. 

• 

counselors, feminist par~pro­
fesaional.s in th health and 

·1eqal fields, feminist teachera 
feminist job counaalo~a, feau.n-' 
iat real.tors ••• that 1a, be polit­
ical in our proviaion of ••rv-
1,cea. I believe auch funding 1·• 
,tt&1nabl (Without. uaing the · 
adjoctive •reminiatN for our 
job cat goriee) and I eu999 8 tr • 
that th1a be the direction the •• 
Center ta>ce in the imme~iat.e 
future. 

It ia not my decia1ol\ to make-
I c only share with You the re­
sult• of y reae rch. Ie You care 
or have cared in the pa■t, x urge' 
you to attend the next General 
Aaeembly n Thuraday, December . 
13 t 7 a· O p,.m. 

by Gerri Tra.tna 



cont. CRISIS COUNSELING·WORKSHOP: PERSONAL REFLfCTION 

he crisis counseling workshops 
grew out of a concern felt by mem­
bers of the office collective. 
The large volume of crisis calls 
we have been getting by women 
have prompted us to seek more 
effective methods of dealing with 
crisis situation• rath'!r than 
just giving out hasty referrals 
or token understanding. The Wo­
men's Center is an alternative 
organization, and we recognize 
that many women who get in touch 
with us feol that they have ex­
hausted possibilities open to them 
through other means, and in many 
cases, have felt their problems 
escalate into a greater intensity 
and urgency even.when they have 
■ought help through traditional 
institutions or counseling centers 
whose doctors practice sexist 
methods and often do r.ot exhibit 
much encouragement to women who 
ars exploring different forms of 
be~avior. 

We regognize that many of the 
problems women exhibit are even 
symptomatic of this society, which . 
pushes women into stultifying roles 
and diecourages and even condemns 
them for displaying qualities that 
are "masculine". 

We began several months ago by 
having meetings to share experian- · 
cee with each other and to try to 
develop toose techniques we felt 
worked for us in the past. 

We are in the process.of try­
ing out methods on ourselves, get­
ting more acquainted with techni­
ques such as active listening, and 
giving another person effective 
feedback. · .It is an exciting mo-
ment when someone is able to offer 
another woman a suggestion that 
casts new light on her problem and 
~eveals an insight she may not have 
oeen able to see without the prompt-
ing from someone else. . 

We distrust tactics that en­
courage people to be dependent upon 
others to make their decisions for 
th€m. I believe that a much health­
ier person will emerge ~fter think­
ing she has just made a new and 
dramatic decision for herself 
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rather than having been told·by 
another person how to so!"vea pro­
blem. By asking a person what would 
be the worst thing she could imagine 
would 'happen if she did ••• such and 
such ••• 1 s one way of allowi•ng the 
person to deal with her feelings 
deeply, and may force her to confront 
feelings that she did•not know she 
had. •• 

We encourage righteous anger, and 
are surprised at the number of women 
who are guilty, guilty, guilty. We 
sometimes feel guilty for feeling 
guilty. I feel that anger is too 
often turned off in women, and that 
by getting in touch with that anger,· 
we may use it constructively to deal 
with our daily livea. Many of us 
fear angry confrontations. Beneath 
our fear, hurt, and frustration is 
alot of anger. Beneath that is alot 
of strength. I dream of women~ 
getting comfortable with that stren­
gth without necessarily imitating 
male-oriented domination, aggression, 
and intimidation tactics. 

our politics are reflected in our 
work. I no longer make a distinction 
between personal ~nd political. Per­
sonal is political and political 1s 
personal. There 1s nothing abstract 
or theoretical about politics --it is 
the complex interaction of people on 
a.huge scale. The neurosis of a na­
tion is reflected in its politics. 

We will be meeting monthly, in­
corporating new ideas and perhaps ex~ 
panding ourselves to include new 
members who are interested in staf­
fing the office. We are enjoying 
the advice of several mental heal th 
facilitators who have offered help­
ful suggestions. 

--by Bathia stone 

Crisis counseling work­
shops meet monthly at 
the Center. They are 
formed by and for the 
women who are committed 
to staffing the oftice 
regularly. Anyone in­
terested in staffing 
and attending the sork­

. s}¥)ps • is asked to call 
/ the Center at 232-5145. 
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JUST A L I11LE tvERYDAY VI LE.1~ 

u o , Snuare Dance t man invaded the no~-n s ~ 
~e d at G.W.'s Student Center Ballroom 

i 'Novmer , 6. ae l!!-aned against ~ rail;_:~ed 
looking out o~er the dance floor and g Hi 
for half an nour at thl. w~~ dancing. 8 

presence was sanctified iJy the bl~ uniform 
be wore, although uny wom n 1.ale~ security 
guards were not authorized to hang round 
student functions that ong. 

I 
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I 
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A woman named Sheila was heard tryin& 
t~ t~!k to him. She is r.~. student and 
b.1:1S o"!:gani::ed· ·.>1Den' e car.c<!s there befor~. 
B~r tone sounaPvd polite~ even friendly. 
She w..i heard to s y this -r, the first 
a~p~ar:mce of tte Wocen's Jci ~and, d 
the. women had Cot!le 11 the way from 
bit~r..ore for the evei1t. ~oE\e wo ovel:'­
beard -rveled 3.t her patience in e,q,la n­
ins that s.11 the money ~ad been eec~red, 
trat thee ~as no ha~d liquor involved. 
and ;:hat-. t~t.:?re was no need for hia contin­
ued pr.esencc.. 

1-•11 respo de: fir-t witl gT\mta, lat_r 
wi~~ blows, beat!~ Sheila into the floor. 
l.lt.:-.:.>l:.gh he m.=·de no attempt to fight bac.· 
he ccntim:ec t() kick tds hatred of womra1 
ic. "" her. w'hen he let tQ atd ran I!". aye 
Sh~-la pursued bw, calli~g f~r hie name 
and badge .1umber. Re ran into an elevator, 
mot~o:ied t~untiugly for ~,- to follow~ and 
beat her &.gain to th~ floe:-. "ne or two 
wo en ran ~n, h ld the 'o~~~ ~pen, d 
were hit by some of hi.G wtld ~· in~s. As 
more ~u~n e.i.tered th_ elev3~or telling 
him t.,,:, rtr!lax and cool it, he ,.-owr::::-ed in a 
.:orn~r. Re was never hit oncn. 

Eventually other guards were su:Emoned­
Sheila ~~ gtven the third degree d 
other .J0'7len ..,,ere inteno&ated. As for th 
gLO.rc who attacked Sheila, his buddies 
helped him find hil3 bat and made sure his 
walld.e-talkie we n' t damaged. • --

';_ater, one of the heads of securtry 
d1sc.:sRed having Sheila QrTested for dia­
~rd~rly conduct. Sev rLl G.W. rent-a-cops 
tailed her to a ho!13pita~. en:.ergency room to 
add tote intimida~ion. 

Incredible, you think? Y~, It was 
incr~dible in so woys, compared to the 
c!,cutnStances under which women are 
-s•.ially assaulted. 

It w unuE.ul!l because ·s'h ;_ 

know tbe man who assaulted he~ " . '~ § many w°"11 are assaulted by thet't , 
bands• bo friends, or fathers. ~, 
pol1C£ vill not be able to distlli.a• 
Sheila's cac as a f ily quan:el 1t 1 
takea 1 t to court. She doosn' t go 
through the inti <'ating experience of 
living w1.th that or b~UlK dependent 
on him. 

It w86 ual b cause it happen d 
in a public place in front of • a\i>atan­
t~al number of wituea es. U ually n 

~ aingla out women to attack in isolated 
pla-ee: in th ir m ho or a d rk 
alley. That ·ay • if it ever gets to . 
court, there is only o~e woman's teati­
mo~y to invalidate, which ia easy enoug~ 
to do. (Transforui victim to the ace oc.: 
ahe vaa asking for it, she provoked it 
by what , e wore• wh2.t she aid, hcr..r a'he 
look.e~.) Ta1e oicea of ten women ar a 

... t morr. «afficult t\l i ore. 

But for the most part, this incide.n 
is very Cl) nplace. It 1~ as every~ay 
as th obscene re111arka n make on the 
street. It' :ta o~dinary a the lear­
ing face:; of pigs in porno a tore.a. 
~cause thos greasy s rka give wa-; to 
eurly ger when challenged, and anger 
turns to violence. And it doesn't 
~tter how sweetly you ch&l.lenge or how 
B!:la~tly you shuffle. 

We are naive to ignore the violenc~ 
of m~n, or to believe that violence 
comes only from certun LleU. We are 
given "protectors" to vatch over ua­
~nthers, usbanda, "•ecurit7" guards. 
l!lvariably it is our ,.p-rot~ctors" who 
turn on u, who assault and violate 
in ur home~, on the streets, in public 
places .. 

Ve Dust !n a tu?f for our -lves, • e 
cuat build a place for vo n in the world. 
We 1.1USt expect violence frcm •n and v~ 
llUllt bt•1.ld the power within oursel.ves to 
face it &~d ov~rcame it. 

Anne Hatfield 



• M'\jOR ·sTEP FORWARD·ON. 
ANTI-DiSCRIMINATION. IAWS . . _,. .. ' 

·Whether you're a h1gh school· oman 
looking for a job, a seperated woman 
needing credit , or a mot.her trying to 
find housing, you're affected by 
legislation passed in the D1etr1ot 
last month. Termed the broadest local 
ant1-d1sor1m1nat1on law in the country-, 
Title )4 (The Human Rights Act) pro­
hibits discrimination on the basis of· 
sex, age, "sexual preference•, mar1-. 
tal status, family respons1b111t1ea, 
source of income, personal appear-
ance, political affiliation, or place 
of business or residenoe, 1n addition 
to the traditional categories or race, 
creed, or natio!l&l origin. 

Also extended are'· the areas in which· 
disor1m1nat1.on is banned. Previous 
lawa covered ~nly employment, to whioh 
Title 34 adds housing, public acoomo-. 
dations. ( including stores, banks, and 
other institutions which grant oredit), 
education, and commercial space.Pri­
vate schools, however, are exempted 
in this legislation. 

Originally conceived by the Offioe of 
Human Righte, Title 34 18 final birth 
on Nov. 16 followed many months of 
difficult confinement in the City 
Council, during which it was continu­
ously threatened by the lobbying ef­
forts of employers, lending institu­
tions, real tors, and other busin.ess~ 
men. Its safe emergence is 4ue par­
tially to the midwifery skills ot 
several vocal women's organizations 
and other -Citizen's groups. Thanks 
are especially due to sisters in the 
National Qrgan1zat1on for Women (NOW) 
for their testimony and lobbying 
efforts and to Councilwoman Marjorie 
Parker, who sponsored the bill. 

As a fir~t in dealing with topics ot 
importanoe to women, such as lesb1a.n,,;.. 
ism, motherhood, age, and marital 
status, Title 34 has exciting poesi­
b111t1es. How well its potential will 
be realized, however, rests largely 
With the Otfioe_of Human Rights, 
whose resPQns1b111ty it 11 to adm1n-

(cont. on next page) 

TWO STEPS FORWAID/ . 
ONE SJEP.:BACl(WAAD . 

In an 8 to l vote, -the 
Supreme Court ret\18ed to 
hear the case of Debra 
ftllillenson, who was denied . 
service at the men's grill 
c1f a hotel in New Orleau. 
The Court left standing 
•~ ruling that women have 
no constitutional right 
to be served in a pri­
vately owned men•a bar. 

The Hotel Monteleone a4-
\''ert1sed that its grill .• 
served· 'lunch tor the 
liberated male,• and 
W'ent on: •women, Bleas 
them. They're the most 
d.elightful creatures on 
earth. But there are ~ 
times when a man prefers 
the company of other men. 
To discuss business, tor 
instance, politics, sports 
or, of course ... women.•· 

Was it ten years ago that 
blaoka rose up 1n anger 
because they were denied 
service at lunch counters? 

Ah, but-they were ·not 
r 1efused with· auoh sugar­
o,oated words • 

(based on a Nov. 6 
a1rt1ole in the Washington 
Post) 



'.UtlA )4 ~:~ wtio■e attitude 
1ater.the l tton 
ii open to quee • 

, awnan Bights 
Mr.· James Baldwin, taken aback 
Office Director' was sked what kind. .·. 
when this reporter a he was plan-
of training program:is,1 t1ze hie em­
ning 1n order to se ns enooun-
plo7edeesb toga;hepe~ipi:S-ti~e elderl1, 
ter Y ~ ' ll handi-
the y9ung, the phYsioia_AY •It 11n't 
'capped etc . He ola ma\11,, al 
necess~ry to train people to de 
with that. They (the employees of 
the Office of Human Bight~) are 
profe1a1onal people.• Perhaps 
Mr Baldwin 1s unaware that a large 
nwiiber of employe_ra , real tors , and 
bankers who.are guilty of diaor1111-
nat1on are also •professional peo­
ple". 

Mr. Bal,dwin insisted, •our job ia t·o 
investigate discrimination. This is 
a law enforcement agency. We just 
enforce the· laws, just like t~e po~ 
lice.• He·seemed oblivious to the 
effect his employees' attitudes have 
on their job performance., In fact, 

(oontinued on the 
right) 

Equality in housiag was the 
order of the day for Mont-
gomery County last month 
when the council approved 
leg1slat1o)'l outlawing dis­
crt.mination in sales or rent­
al of homes based on sex or 
marital status. 

The county human relations 
commission had reported 
more than 350 .complaints 
from divorced· or single 
women last year against 
real estate brokers and 
rental offices who refused 
to sell or rent homes to 
them. 

~-
.. 

j 
~ 
C, ,.., .. 

id ne had no idea •h~\ • ·: I / 
be •:r h1S employees had ~~\ ~ /J 
any t attitude& of not. Ulld.~l' 
c18 d questioning, he te~, 
oontineduethe telephone intervt~~ 
m1nat ,.,._ 
rather abruptly. , 

final test ot Title 34 and 
The orr1oe of Human Bights 
of the th the handling of 
will rea t wi 1 ed. The law 
complaints re:• ~vement to 

-authorizes thtign to 1ssue 
seek oono111a o 'rd.era and 
cease- and desist o ' t' 

·1r neoessary, to take cour 
action. 

Although. it cannot be guaranteed 
the experience will not be alien­
ating we do enoourage you to 
file~ complaint (629-5331) it 
you have been d1scr1JD1nated 
against _any time since Nov. 16 
(when Title J4 became effective). 
one ot the women who lobbied and 
testified for thi~_legislation 
has offered to moni. tor complaints 
trom women who are dissatisfied 
with the way their cases were 
handled. If your experienoe 
with the Office of Human Bights 
11 in any way negative, call 
Eva Freund at )33-138?. 

The oounoil was unanimous 
in its Nov. 6 vote and 
along with the housing law 
legislation was approved t~ 
outlaw sex discrimination 
1n employment by companies 
under county government 
contracts. 

Both laws will go into effect 
Jan. 21, unless vetoed by the 
ooanty exeoutive--a move 
which is considered unlikely 
because he has already g1 ven • 
verbal approval to the 
meaaures. 



INTERVIEW: 0.C. GAY WOME_N'S-OPEN HOUSE 

Newsletter i Why diti you decide to form the D, C. nay Women's npen Honse? 

Ranees 

Rutbt . 

Reneer 

Beoauae I've been to a gay woman's open house before. It was.one of the 
fil"st plAoes I went when I decirled I WAS gay. I .felt the atmosphere was 
warm and informative--the best nlace I could be on a Tuesday ni~ht that 
was supportive of me. I felt that the Women's Center was devoid of anything 
that would re~~h out and deal with the needs of Lesbians. It was avoiding 
the whole issue of lesbianism. Since I live here and I'm a Lesbian, I felt 
it was a contribution I could make. 

I also felt.there wasn't really a relaxed atmosphere in whic~ Lesbians 
could get to~ether. The open houses in Arlington and Maryland are hard to 
r,et to because of transportation. In D.C. the only alternative is "oinr, to' 
a bar. We want a place where women can sit and converse or dance. Sophie Is 
Parlor is large enough' so that people can dance and have conversation w:l.thout 
either one being a.bother ~o the other. -That's the way this open house is 
going to differ from the houses in Arlington and Maryland --there's space . 
to dance. 

If you're a Lesbian., an open house would be mch more relaxed and less 
oapi'talistie than a bar. I feel it's important to deal with the needs of 
Lesbians on all levels. No matter what you-r interest was--art, music, dancing­
~here would be some space for you since it would be an open house and the ~ 
focal thin~ is that you tre a Lesbian. • I see an .open house as a way to de­
~vstify lesbianism and. take away a·1ot of that stereot:yped nonsense. I see 
it. as' a place to provide space re1;ardless of if vou•re 49 and have known 
Y-')U are a Lesbian for years ·or if you think you're a Lesbian. 

I think it's been backward of the Women's Center not to have. somethinR 
like this. But since I've been oofl\ing to the Center for a year or ~ore and 
I haven't put energy into something like this, maybe I've been backward too. 
It's important for the Center, period. A 'lot of women who sunoort the 
Center are Lesbians. The Lesbian community has had a lar1t.e·innut into the 
Women's Genter that ought to be realized.· ~ • 

Hewsl.etter: What kind of plans do you have? 

Reneet 

Ruthi 

>. lot of ideas I've taken from Lilli' a ( an open house in Va. ) • Lots of 
women would come in there ~nd hold their knees together and not know where 
to begin, but there was literature. That's a good open for talking. A 
bulletin board for daily activities would be good; that way we could sponsar 
things for Lesbians--you know, tho immediate things of life, like finding a 
roommate, or a Lesbj,an·to take care of your cat. Qi-an immediate level, 
I'd like more literature. I suggest that women who come bring magazine 
arti'cle11 or things they'd like to discuss. Also., I see i_t as a place to 
make gay women aware of how the Women's Center can serve them.. 

In addition, I'd like to go baok to the eoffee house atmosphere for the 
Gay Women's Open House: tables, coffee, card-playing, conversation., 
dancing. There's ping ponJ?; equiJ:1nent if we can ~et 8 tabl~ and it· 
,hare~s the interest, we'll get a tree pool table and a juke box. For 
the moment, WOlflen will have to bring their own booze and recorda--we do 
have a stereo. What we'll do is meet at Soohie's Parlor a counle or 
ttmes, then we'll ask the women who come what they want. We're open to 
suggestions. 



t" 

Rutha, .: 
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Willie, cont: h hard 
by most musicians thro~llie Tyson 
work and dedication. an--she 
1s much more th.an a ::;c!ntertain-
is an entertainer. . lk to 
ers seem embarressed to ta 
their audiences in between 80 1.!'8 ' 
or else they say anything to fill 
the silence•. With her informal 
rapping Willie used the spaoe be­
tween s~ngs to create and strength­
en her rapport with those who had 
come to hear her. 

unaolicited audience participation 
1s one of the most encouraging 
kinds of •applause• wh1oh an 
entertainer can receive. Suoh 
relaxed "applause" flowed eaa1ly 
at Willie's performance. Spon­
taneous singing, swaying heads, 
and tapping toes indicated that 
the a~dience was enjoying the 
music and the mood. 

Willie Tyson is scheduled to 
~eturn to the Women•s Center 
en Dec. 14 and 28. She 1s 
currently p~rforming at M~. 
Henry's Washington Circle (Pa. 
and 21st St. N.w·.) Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays end has tentative plans 
to perform at the Potters House 
on Feb. 10 and March 10. Willie 
is one of the cost promising 
folksingers in wash. D.c.---so 
come and hear her at the Women's 
Center at 8:30 on Dec. 14. 

by !1.I. Lomax 

This is the first of 
(hopefully) many reviews, 
commentaries, and features 
on events in Sophie's 
Parlor. Atty interested 
woman 1s invited to write 
.and sub.mi t articles on 
Sophie's events for publi­
cation in this column. 

Qpions, cont; • 
ether in exploring their t'()l, . 

!s women 1n differeit s1tuat1~ 
in order to develop another an~ 
that will match or even &l.lrpaa, 
the suoces.s of their smash hit. 
woman Potion, which ran from laat 
fall to spring. They work on 
this four days a week with each 
one taking a turn at the respona1-
biliti of directing. Although 
the oomplete pertonaance will not 
be ready for (Jdte some time, they 
might possibly present a work-in•­
progress performance followed by 
an audience evaluation around 
January. 

Other future plan• ot Earth O~ion 
are to continue conducting work­
shops and eventually give one 
local performance per week am. 
one week's performance out of 
town each month. 

Earth Onion haa aooomplished 
much during its r our years of 
existence. Through their per­
formances and community worJt in 
the Washington area and through 
their tours along the F.ast Coast 
and the South, they have spread 
the word of the Women's Move-
ment in an affirmative and·creative 
way to thousands of people. 
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'SEE e.c. 

1nterrupt1ons; 1hout1ng, an4· 
arguments punctuated the 
coordinating Council meeting 
of Nov. 15, unfortunately, 
as our newsletter •went to • 
press" , the minutes of this r. 
m9et1ng were being typed up • • 
and were not available to us. 
The newsletter staff, which . 
was represented at the meeting, 
feels it cannot "objectively' 
report in depth on such a long, 
controversial, complicated, • 
and important meeting without 
the minutes • • 

At least two items disoussed 
are marked for further 
d1souss1on at c.c. and at 
the General Assembly Meeting 
scheduled for Dao. 13: 

. . . 
l) The child care co-op which· 
meets in Sophie 'a Parlor · 
requested that men be allowed 
to work with the children in 
the Center. "· .• -, 

2) A group of women a)· requested 
a financial statement from the 
bookkeeper listing specifically 
allocation of funds and the 
operating budget of the Center 
and b) wa.nt to become a part of 
the Center in order to analize 
structures of other Women's , . 
Centers -with an aim toward • _ 
possible structural change here. 

' - . ... 

As soon as the c.c. minutes are 
available, they will be posted. 
We urge everyone to inform 
themselves about what 1s 
happening at the Center 
before the G.A. meeting. 

., 

WOMEN IN CABLE TO TESTIFY 

Women in Cable is a non-profit 
corporation which as of last .. 
June has been working to in­
volve as many city-wide organ­
izations as .possible in plan­
ning for a women's channel tor 
Washington D.C.'s future cable 
T.V. system. They are also con­
cerned with helping to avoid 
any discriminatory job-hiring 
practices throughout the oable 
aystem. . 
The D.C. City Council will hol-d 
hearings on cable T.V.around the 
tirst of the year~: Any individ­
ual or organization who would 
like to help put together testi­
mony tor the council hearings 
can call Lillian Hu.ff at 526-
.589.5, 

Women_· in Cable's communications • 
committee (mailings, telephoni.ng, 
etc.) also needs volunteers,, . 

. People should contact Sally 
Banks Craig at 362-?192. 

-13-
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WANTED: WOMEN'S .PRESS RELEASES - • ... .. -• .. ··-· .. 
NOW members Judi Dean, Ann 
Terbush, and Emma Trenchi of the 
Press Monitoring Task Force from· 
the D.C. and Northern Virginia 
chapters met Friday, Nov. 16 with 
Washington Post Ombudsman Bob 
Maynard, Style·· Section F.d1 tor - · 
Tom Kendrick, Metro Section's · 
Community Calendar &litor Mike 
Hill and others to press for 
better coverage of women's 
events . ·rhe Post , people agreed 
to give receptive attention to 
women's organizations concerning 
their events. The NOW taskforce 
wouid like to get·women•s organi­
zations to innundate the Post with 
releases on events for which they 
want publicity. For 1ntormat1on 
call Emma Trenchi 966-2534 (eves. 
or weekends) or Ann Terbush 462-
5607 (h) 9r 967-510) (w). 



41-YEAR-OLD WOMEN'S COLLECTIVE ALIVE AND WELL 

Started in 1932, the Montgomery 
Farm Women's Cooperative was a 
response by women in the area to 
the Depression. With high unem­
ployment, the women joined to­
gether to earn money for the 
mortgage payment; the electric 
bill, for survival'. The· result 
was the cooperative, which ·to­
day functions as a marketplace 
for products and art made by 
women. 

At the market you'll find every­
thing from country-cured ham to 
crocheted shawls. For the holi-

day season handmade ornament, 
frui toake·s and cookies Will • 
be on sale. 

Located on 7155 Wisconsin Ave. 
1n Bethesda, the market is 
opened on Wednesday and Satur­
day from 7 am until the indi­
vidual vendors are sold out 
(usually about J-4 pm). A 
word to the wise: get there 
early because the beat is 
sold quickly. 

D D D 
NEWSLETTER REPLY---LAST NOTICE--IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY RESPONDED 
YOU MUS~ BEAD THIS TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTF~ I ' 

The amount of time, energy and 
money being- poured into -the News­
lett~~ boggles the mind, the body,. 
and the wallett Our mailing list 
has grown to 1200• paper, ink, 
postage run over 41,000 per year. 
Many of our machines do not work 
properly. Some machines we 
have to borrow month to month 
resulting in incredible hassle. 
The Newsletter Staff feels that 
in order to meet expenditures and 
continue sending the newsletter, 
we have t as c n r but on f 

2 er. If you really can't 
arr ord 2 a year, ·fill out the 
form and you will receive the 
newsletter·. This form will· also 
help to update our mailing list. 

In order to continue re­
ceiving the Newsletter 
after DECEMBER flll out 
the following form: 

•. 

. I wish to receive the w.c. 
Newsletter --------

• and my contribution is en­
closed ----------
but I can't send a contribu-
tion at this time ____ _ 

I wish to discontinue the Newsletter ________ _ 

NAME ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• PHONE •••••••••••••••••• 

ADDD'C'CS - ••••••••••••• ZIP .••••••• 
~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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r sPECI1'L NOMAN IN YOUR LIFE ••• 
l 1Ff;e a liberated woman in your 

J:h!'hO wears undershirts? If so, 
'fJJ we' re sure there is, give her one 
6; our three s-oecial navel scents. 

;ur scents not only glorify the navel 
but also eliminate that embarrassing 
odor caused by navel lint--the problem 
of every woman who wears undershirts. 
e offer Navelle for innies and outies, 

t1mbeli9ue for that mysterious sultry 
~av~l, and La Belle Buttonne for the 
ree-spiriteanavel. Available at 

oetter cosmetic counters everywhere 
t liberated prices. 

Make Christmas a liberation day for 
your child. Give P~llie Pheminist, 
the n~w doll put ou by FeMattei. She 
screama, she shouts, she carries plaek­
ards, she burns her bra, she castrate■ 
men. She does everything they said 
she would and more. Fully guaranteed. 

Give her nature's own natural douche 
- For that fresh country flavors 
pure spring water. special Chriat­
mas price, $10 per luxurious bottle. 
Ask for Oh de l'eau at better dime­
stores everywhere. 
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Are you searching for that unique but 
practical gift? If you have a liberated 
woman on your shQpping 11st, let us 
make a suggestion. Give her "Squirt­
Off 11 the fantastic pig repellant. Thia 
ingenious device, which looks like a 
flower -acts like a squirt gun, haa been 
known for years by,circusclowns. You 
wear it innocently on your la-pel and at 
first sign of a haaale you squeeze tha 
hidden bulb and out comes a stanch aura 
to frighten away any red-blooded 
haealing male. Th• aecret ingredient? 
100~ ••••nee of woman. "Squirt Off" 
pig repellant comea in three·at~ract1ve 
design•• daisy, prifflJ:'ose, and violet. 
And remember, it looks like a flower, 
smell• like pure av.at. 

Is she tired of 
proving she• a a· 
feminist because , 
of unsightly, 
scanty leg hair? 
If eo, j,e have 
the perfect 
Christmas gift 
su99eation. 
Make your woman 
more of a woman 
with our beauti~ 
ful fur stockings. 
Available in all . 
hair colors and 
sises. Ask for 
"hairy 1e·gs~at 

·better hosiery 
'Shope. • 

PROM? SE HER ANYTHING • • • 
but give her a gift subscription to the 
Newsletter this Chri 9t maa. 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT OfRJSTMS 

( A FEM HUST CROSSWORD PUZZLE) 

Down: 

1 .. She conceived of Christmas. 
2. How Mary really got pregnant 
3. When they saw the infant the 

three Wisewoinen said ___ and 
behold. 

4. Local university (abbr.) 
S. In this Playboy world, women 

are judged solely for their 
b--t. 

6. The First 
7. "Grapefrui_t.,.,''_b_y --Jl. Would you judge a man by the 

shape of his __ ? 
J3. In sexist society, a man is 

compelled to be as strong 
as an ---14. National Organization for 
Women Elves (abbr.) 

Acroes: 

1. She refuses to take out Santa'• 1■nap. 
8. Waae of a proposed unendaent that 

should have been passed a long tiae •ao 
9. Insect, also so time:s ref era to a aan 

10. Nov ve don ou-r --,.-- appanl. 
12. We need ac,ce Christ-mas stories that 

are -sexist. 
15. "Would you like to come up and see ., 

etchings, baby?" " ! " 
16. Sounds lilte Blixon, bu big red nose 
18. Sound often ude by voaen at aexiat 

ac,viea 
20. Peace on Earth, good vill to all __ _ 
23. She never says she'• sorry. 
24. What voaen sov, men --~• 
26. Mythological pickle eaten by pregnant 

woaen 
2 7. Ber Daughter 
30. They didn't have reservat.ions here. 
31. Only crlae in which victia becoau the 

accused 
33. Aaazoa whose alias is Wondervoaan 
35. Delightful excess 
36. We've been erroniously told vaaen 

should be __ and lrlld. 

15. French for fema1e Christmas 
18. help us: (Name of t;odde.ss) 
19 . ... S.,..h_e_h-as famous parlor in D.C. • 
21. Women are the ___ stream of life. 
22. Nothing (rhymes with mythical pickle) 

. 25. _-d.c. 
26. rapists 
28. A professional ~idwife 
29. Some belly buttons go this wa.y. 
32. Male chauvinist 
33. Rouse to which husbands are banished 

by their angry wives. 
34. Mania descended froM the • ---

. . • cznawera cm page 81 • • • 
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(FEMINIST FUNNIES will be a regular 

monthly feature in the Newsletter. ) 
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WOMEN'S CENTER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HH,t ThNe Jobs atJai'Lab'/,e--e:taelZent woPking acmditions hours to fit 
your schedule, NEVER a duZZ moment. Beaorne a pal't of the Women's Center' as an 
offiae staffeit. Gzteat money: $2. SO for a 20 hour uJeek. Fantastic benefits: 
alt the ~ffee you can dM-nk. TIJo jobs az,e available the first uJesk of Dsoe,ri,ezt 
and one 1-n the second 111sek of December. Contact one of the present office staff: 
Alice, Ruth, 01' Maur-aen 

+++ The newsletter ia looking for a name that's somewhat more memorable 
than "The Washington Area Women's C nter?iew'sletter". If you have any suaaestions, 
put them in th envelope in the newsletter room. If we use your suggestion 
you'll be the incredibly lucky winner of a year's subscription to the ____ (?). 

,t.Utu Contztibute to the Women 'e cuZtUJ1e. The ntllJs'tettezt is inteZVJsted 
in sta?tting up a POETRY page or haZf-page ozs coli,nn or f;)hateve1'. If you have 
any poetry, type it up and put it in the netJs'letteP envelope in the nelJ)Bletteze 
room. Also 'leave a se'lf-addreseed stamped envelope if you rvant your material 
retumed. 

+t+ Thanks to Adrienne's organizing efforts and many women's painting 
skills, the hallway is rid of its aeedy looking chipped pa.int and is beginning 
to look respectable (in our terms, that ia). Since Adrienne is now involved in 
the journalism course and the newsletter and is looking for a job, she's re,lin­
quiebing her title as "INTERIOR REFURBIRATION", alias "paint-job" COORDINATOR. 
Anyone interested? 

ituo The Women's Centel' is in dizte nsed of a mea.1.111?-siaed N[riqerato:r for 
the third f'loor. Anyone "1ho is abZ to donate one oP 1;]1zo knOl.iJB of a ve:ry 
aheap one pZease contact the Center at 232-6Z45. Also~ ~e may need someone to 
donate services to move said refrigerator. 

-H+ The committee concerned with Sophie's Parlor would like to begin 
a film program, but we are faced with a problem: there are excellent films 
available at no charge, but we have no 16 mn. projector or screen. Anyone 
willing to donate or lend a projector and/or screen to us periodically is 
urgently requested to telephone the Center at either 232-5145 or 232-5197 (the 
live-in number) and give the info. to Ann Roberts or leave message. 

~,.,.*,. Ranee and Ann at tMe Center would Zike to request that anyone disposing 
of e:ctra aontainers (i.e. ja:Ps~ bottles L>ith Zide, etc.) contact us or bring 
the'mtothe CenteP. 

• +++ Needed by the Newsletter: electric typewriter that works, free or 
close to it! 

• ~*,.*~ The Center Library is open Tuesday, 12 - 3; Wednesday, 10 - 12 (a.m.); 
Thza,eday, 4: 30 - 10 p.m. If more people volunteer, libraz,y hoUPa may be 
er-tended. 
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O.C. A~ ~ At"NOUNCEMENTS 

U#Ollfl An autographing party for Rita Mae Brown will be held on Su
nd

:y, 
December 16 from noon to 7 pm at Lamma'e, located at 321 7th,Sereet, S. • 
The party ·s being hel~ to celebYate the release of Rita Mae 9 first novel, 
Ruby Fruit Jungle hy D ughters, a new w0111an's press in Vermont. The event 
will also mark th; first Christmas season for Lamma's, an arts and crafts 
shop run by Judy and Leslie. the silversmiths who make Lamma'e jewelry. 
There will be lots of women's arts and crafts on sale for·the Christmas 
season .and, of course, Rita Mae'o book which costs $3 in paperback. 

-<·"4"'*The f-lomen 's F-lim Pro;jee.t invites area ruomen to a ehoruing of 
"TBE EMERGING r./OMAN"1 .:z 40-minute d~~tJLEl!!l. about the· history of 
women in the U.S. 1.'he fi'lm wiU. be e~n on Tuesa DeoeniJeri 4 f2t 7:30 pm 
at the M·::a,-.t-~n Lut'heit K·lng, Jr. iibrei."lt]J Auditoriwn at 10th and G Streetea 
N;t,l. Thel'e is park·tny ava-1:tabZ.e and the film is free. 

fl##Cilll Tues :ay nighi:s the t>rh,r,. Georsea Plaza Community Center, 6600 
Adelphi Rd., Ryattsville, is opened to women only. The center will open 
its doors every Tuesday fro 7 to 10 pro for the sole purpose of providing 
uninte-rrupted activfties for -~,e::;:i~::':.• Enjoy ping pong, billiards, cards, 
volleyball, basketball, elimneecics, (?!), ~r tra~poline. For more infor­
mation c4ll 864-1611, 16!.Z. 

Hi+i+The Ur.iversity of /:1(JJ'1flQ;1,d women 'a C~nter is aomp·lUng a Women's 
Directory1 of ?Jomen 'a neivspaper>B:; se.rvioes,j resou1:cec.:> etc. that aI'e availabZ.e 
to tJom&n in .tr.e D. C. areG.:. • Anyone '/JJith id£a.g of items to include or possible ~- -
~ontaats that tJouZ.d be heZpfuZ shouZd call ~54-5411 or tJrite Washington Women's 
Directorry Projea~,j F!omen 'e Centari, Student Un.ion, University of Maryland, 
College Parik~ Ma:r-ytand 20'142, 

###### There is a Women'e Forum with different spe&kers each month held 
on the first Tuesday of each month from 12-1 P.t American University. Call 
686-2386 for niJre information. • 

uuThe Washington Area Fe;~~:nist Thea,Pl'e (WAFT) is pe't'forming "Be and 
Shl:!",j a play wriltten in 1911 by Raohat Crotlwrs. The play uJill be presented 
November 15 through Deaember 16, Th'UX'sdays thriough Sundays at the Back. Alley +--­
Theatl'e,j -Z.365 Kennedy Street,j N.W. Genel'at admission is $3.00, and $2.00 
f ... 1' students and WAFT merrbers. Ca"lZ '123-2040 to reserve tickets. 

ffll##/111 The Women' a Graphics Coll,.:!tive in Chicago announces that their 
Fall 1973 Catalog of hand sil~-scrcened posters and note cards is now avail­
able free on request. Their posters are ~bout the Women's Movement and other 
struggles like the United Farmworker'e st ike. All posters are $1. 75. 
For a free catalog write to: Women's Grap~ics Collective 

852 W. Eelmo~t Avenue 
Chiacgo, Illinois 60657 
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CON L1tU dUl1£HS to this issue: 

Adrienne Cook, Anne Hatfield, 
Barb Strandt, Carol ~rlich, Judy Walton, 
M. I. Lomax, Mary Karell, Maureen Horak, 
Pagan. 

CHILD CARE: Laurie 526-6477 (eves.) Susan 387-0639 
CONSCIOUSNESS RAI.SINC.i-.. GROUPS~ Liz Milbrandt 654-1760 
D.C. GAY WOMEN'S OP~~ HOUSE:* 
iSoFiEStlC RELATIONS GtWUP:Valle Jones 628-0314( eves) l\an Hunter 544-8278 
.Et-'iPLOYMErn' DTSCHIMINA.C.ION =--Gayla Salinas 530-1959 Nancy Balles 362-1895 
FEMINIST COUNSELLING C0LLEC·rIVi: 234-3726· (answ. se.rv.:) 

.A30Rl'I0N .AND. BIRT ti CtJN"l'ROL IHPO. COLL. : .. 
LI3ERATI0N SCHOOL:. {~ - ----
LI BRAR'{ PROJECT: Caro·line R~schick 7971147 or* 

· M0'l'HER 'S .-..C0NSC-IOUSNESS RAISiNG: Sharon Holstein ➔:­
j,JE'1-JSL!~ i'TER : * 
~OH: 387-6895 (answ. serv.) 
OF~ICS COLLEC~I/2: 232-5145, 232-7533 
HAPE CRISI3 CE:~TEH.: 333-RAPE 
SOPHIE'S FA3L0li: Susan Becker 521-0850 
SPEAKE~'S BUREAU: Sue Martin 320-5363 or* 
WA. AREA WOMEN'S HOME REPAIH:Barb Strandt 829-6186 
WOMEN'S ·COOP AUTO REPAIR:* 
WOMEN'S HEAL'rH CLINIC: Bette Goldperson 966-9lJ8, Jamie Agin& 244-,5617 
WOMEN'S LEGAL DEFENSE E.l.lm.:Z)2-5293 
WOMEN'S PAINTING Qllmi.:~-2371 

* indicates call the Women's Center 232-5145 

.·, 
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