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l'/:1shington A-..·ea • l'fomens Cent.er 
1736 -~-Street,. N.W. 
11T l • : • . . c1.s,nn{!ton, D. C. . 

232-5145 ..... 232-7533 

PROJECT GROUP OF TIIE : 10NTH: OIILD CA'IB ·coLLECTP/E (Laurie' 1'!r_ight) 

Every Friday night both r1ot!1ers and 1~o~en wi th01~t chfidren me::/t • to 
discuss the probler.1s of chiJ.d-bearin~ and child-rearinn; in a society' 1,;hich on 'the 
one hand exalts motherhood and on the other hand thrusts Mothers into a positio:.1 
of social and econoT'lic <leprivation and self-deniql _u.11Jm01m. to any ot!1er_ oppressed 
grou}_).' 

I ; • ,- • 

. The topics of .-1' ten's Att i tu<les To,;,ards Children' ' . P-Jonen Is Attitudes • 
Towards C11i1dren 1

, 
1 Children I S Liberation 1 , and "fathers in Society' have provided 

the fra!TJ.e1•1ork in which to ~ainfully fin1l onrselvs., . ()1r lives :exist at the bil$c 
of women's op-rression, i.e. , the ')erpetuation of male culture throu~h our ch.i~ ·: en 
for whom we· a.re prima~ily nnd ul tinately resnonsible. A11.d our ·very physical sur­
vival depends on thz fulfillment of our :function as tranS"litters and carriers·of 
mal~ vz.l~es. .The links in our ._chains are ~uilt, _isolation and social astraci~lll . 

• > -: • • • . ·:. ~ 

As our grou~ works its 1•,ay through these iss11es, we ale. fr.,1st;:-ated and 
fri~hten'.";d to find that our perce;>tions of rejection even by cur own· sisters 
jn tJ1e wo1;.':!:-11 s movement are real. Our sisters often exnress inch f fercnce and 
hostility ,:~1en c..'lildren are around .. ,r.\'hy can't you discipline your kids?'~ '1!hy, 

, after all, tr..~y are your children. • And it is a-rarity that a11yone in a meetin~ 
• shoi.·1s concern fo-r ;:n:i]7f-:-care arrangei,ents so that rrtothers ca.,· !)artici,ate in t11e 

center, mu:;h less anywhere else in- society .. _ . • 

. l'J'e -are ·realizin<Y :t!1at _·wo~en with ::ind ,'1it~1out children TTJ.ust Nork tooether 
to become cansc"i.ous -th2£' the issue of .the carini; -for and. socfa.lizaticn of ci;ildren 
is l)Urar.loun~-to. th0. stn1gzle for the liberation of wor:1en. '1le 1"!lllst discover • 
thj··purpo:x of c~1ild ·care. The ;J1il<l-Ca:re Coilective believes ~hat tht;;y are • 
'syncnymc·1s·:wit1-::-·".:h.)Se of.· Feminisir,. That i_s: (1) The placel'"!\ent of no1•1er i.Tl.to 
women's .ha..Tids. • · (2) -The placenent of econo1~1ic arni social value on c1lild-·rearin~, 
which wo:-:-1~n solely co no1·1 as free labor, a-rin extension of that lab~-r to Men on an 
equal basi~. (3) The creation of a transfonned society of !1cal thy hurr,r_11 bein~? 
free of r~cisn,sex and class roles. 

The Child-Care Collective is doing SCT'le concrete tl1ino;s a1Jout .J~ir lives. 
A r,::-escntly oDe:catinq- ni te-timc child-care coor>, so that mothers c~m .:ttend meetinqs, 
or just rest! • 'b are ,vorkinq now 0:1 t 11e formation of a nare11c-~ontrolle<i day:-
ti"lle c}liJ <l-care center. J\'e need thirty Mothers and their c'l-iildren, Also, ,-!e llOttld 
like to ~~a-.-·:: a nothers ne1.vsletter. Ne need your ide:is and encro;ies. .J~in us.! 

Nitc-time Coo~)-- Cat!1y :\rias - 332-7062 
D:-:/-tirnc Child-Care Ccnte:--- Kin -387-5971, Susan-- 1162-1432 

0.-·,1en - -3 8 7 -4 6tl 8 
Hotl~.ers ;~e\•J!:lette:L'--Lourie - 232-2156, llarie- -332-7%2 
'1others Consciousness r~.aisin-~- all of above. 



.----

NATIONAL 'l()PJQNG '!OTT lERS n Y 
. : ,: 

On Tuesday, A:)ril 10, national :\Jorkinn r 1others D y busloads of mothers 
and children arrived at HE'J to nrotest Nixon administration' rut-backs in day-care. 
Rella .'\bzug snent t~e mornin~. wi"i:~1 children in her office, and then !!larched with 
demonstrators., .. callin~ the cluld .. care cuts "the most inhma.11. of t!1e inhuman Nixon 
cuts." Co~~resswoTTJ.an ·?chroc~erD-C0lo., brou!},ht her tHo and a l1alf year old-d~hter­
to her office· on the hill. h0111en brought their· children to work all across- -the. coun­
tryside in 26 states including Ala .. , New Jp,rsey, Pc:m., :md DC (last colony). 

. The two "'11.ajor o:ganizini; ~Toups, Cb.ilcl Dev;r1 O.mncil .of Ar-terica, -Inc-. and· 
• ·National Parents Federation for Day Care and C1ild Dev'n., rens fr<Yn National 

~\felfare. Rights ()r~anization a;1d National 0rr;anization for •'!one::1, and mot'1crs, T".let 
with l-IE''J director Casper 1feinber~er' s ren. GP-rtrude Ilofma0.. T!1e r.i.others a11-:l child­

-·· ·care aqvocates charged the Nixon ad:1inistration with fcrcing rr1ot11ers on welfare 
and c~1ildren into low-~rade cus'codial day- care. 

The new re~lations 1vould nal(c ~overru,ent surmorted day care available • 
··only to parents ,.d t 1). inco!Tle 131 1/1 l)Crcent over •i:b.e nu½lic assista11.ce level. 
--Presently, -.in D. C. child.-care is availahle • to worki:1g uarents with incomes helo~v 
$7, 000 ·rrrost of ,'1ho111 are ""1.others heading f aTTJ.ilies, Accordi.7.~ to the '1asbin~ton 

-CoT"l'nittee on Day Care, a \,;0111a"l wit\ one c11ild receives ~169. 00 per nonth. The 
proposed re1s uould !11aJ~e a "lorl:ing mot:ier ineli17,ible if she earned ~2 ,557 .10 per year .. 
lfi..n.imal federal day care. standards would no lon';cr be federally reiMbursable to tl1e 

_ ... ~states; which "leans t~1a-:: day care standards wo11ld be eli .. 1inated. The re~s also 
el~!lina.te • the ri~ht to n1atch Title lV··A funds (day care funds) Nit!-1 "!)rivate fu-rids, 

• thus wiping out a JT1ajor money source for day care. Under the new proposed regula­
tions, once a mot:-ier has CC''1pleted !1er trainir--i~ and worked for three ~onths ,. ~he 

..... -- ---is .. no 1on3er ·elligible for day car~. Therefore, - she either ~oes back on welfare 
or crawls alon~ at a subsistence leve1- ~ob -n -:>rder to· keep ~1er child-i..n. a low-~rade 

______ ---~-:.·_·day care -center. 

Accordino; to the S' !SA DC ~ fetro'_Joli tan /rrea Census, 53 nercent of mothers 1vi th 
-and without. hus~ands ,vork. Tl::elve :)ercent o-f: all families ::ire headed by mot11ers, 
nearly 2/3 of whon are in the labor force. One half of these fa..-,_ilies are livin~ in 

.-poverty, even accordin~ to ridiculously low r;ov' t poverty standards. 

Clearly ac; • 1ong as ,-mr1cn arc sole Jy re~T)onsible for child-care arran~e-
, ·:nent ~--they w~ll ;emain. econo:11ica~ly ins~~LlTe, and of\en i:iipover~she~ .. Th~ ne1,, :Fed­

eral R,egulations on child-care l·Jlll be lSSUe(l by HE'.' on '1ar 1 pl t 1e1r ~mal foPTI .. 
. -There is still time to f i~ht for t£1ousands of t-T0!'1en a.id c~nldren that Hlll 1o·se t 1ns • 

service -which is essential to t 1·1eir survival. A.11.d ,ve need to c0ntinue t)1e fight for 
•• __ child care for the millions ,-.rho don I t have it. Contact Lau:de-232-2156. 



..... _._ ... 
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"The Feminist Counseling "Collective isn't r)oliti al enou~h; -t~1ey' re .into 
personal solutions." 

•rtost women are in no 11osition to r.;ive evcrytltln~ trJ a Moverient nmi; they . 
have too_ many r>erso!?-~~ needs which 1rnve to he JT1et first. t1 

"~1eeting women's ·needs· is fine, but that's just social work. ~•!e need to 
work to ~ain 11oli ti cal power." _ • _ •. _-' -

"Political po,.,er? You mean. De'llocrats vs. ~enublica11s?" 

"I ·am nolitical. becaus·e., I .am a "lesbian. t1 

. "Some. wor.-ien at the l•.roT11en' s Center are into·-~ ·,,acho power trip. The- j!JSt:., run everything and _Intimidate _anyone •~ho questions t 11ei7." • • /. 

"The ,-10-men' s· "lovem.ent-has to learn to -trus"t; leaders :and those whoMen -with 
or'4anizing skill." 

,r. tothers do,1' t }1ave a chance to use their skills because other •1.1o!"'len _oppres·s 
them by _refusin~ to help Nith child care." • • •• ; 

_ How often have you hear,i statements lil~e -t~1ese--in a cliscussimt ar,on~ a few 
women, as a not-so-subtle innu~l_).do_.at a coordinatin~ council-TT}eetinr;, or occasionally 
talked about in a con-unu.ni ty meet in~_ ,;!hen one, or_ .Til.9re wonien di;cide . t_o nresent their 
views to whoever turns out. ' 1 • 

. : .. / .... ·.•: 

All of these statements deal with the n6l1tital inrylications ·of w~at goes 
on at the -,fomen' s Center, and yet nost. of the 9()() HOJ1l·en interested in: tl'ie Nornen' s 
Center don't hear· about, much le~s understancl the11l. Often, out of frustration, WOT'len 
bandy such thoughts about as "!")Olitical ~ossip or use thcTil as ~ilt trips instead of 
develo!)inp; them openly an<:J allowin~ __ resryonse and discussion .Hhid~ encouraq;es dialectic 
pro~ression ~d ~rmJth; • • --• 

Political ideas relating to the Center are seldorr1 discussed in this way 
lar~ely because there has been np mediltll to <lo so. 1·n1en the Center first start~d, 
public forums were 1)ro:)osed to serve this function. qrnvever, the few foru..1T1s that have 
been called have·been ~oorly attended-- anryarently another 11\eetin"! is-not by itself the bi 
best "1.ediuTTt of political disc1ssion for women already surfeited 1·Ii th !)roj ect meeP;in~s, 

. coordLnatin~ council 11\eetin<;s, staff collective JTleetings, ad nai1seuJ11. _. The nroj ect , 
~roups themselves are busy answering day-to-day needs of lvonen--qett_in~ abortions arid 
divorces, ~ivin~ sunnort dµrino; crises, writinr,; hanrlhooJ_\s~ ·runnin~ -_tra:µiing sessions-­
while t!1e coordinatin(; council deals ,,,rith sc'1eduling, fw1cl raisinr, .and allocation of 
funds, or staffinR nroblems. Theory is silenced by the demands of nractice~ 

The newsletter staff ~1as decided to develop t~1c neh1sletter into a foruTYJ. to 
fill that P-an: to provide snacc for ,,mmcn to exnrcss their vie,,,s on the politics of 
anythin~ t}~at ~oes· on at t~1e ",romcn' s Ce11tcr, and to deal with anci nerha11s resolve 

• conflicts on a noli tical rather than Dcrsonal level. ''lomen in pro; ect ~rouns have 
·valuable contact Hith rriany \•1'0T11Cn ~11 _ and ~ut. of t~1c WOP-ten's "\OVe"lcnt. They ,_,ill he en­

couraged to extract and s11arc noli t1cal 1ns1_~hts fro111 th::it resource. ''!omen neH to 
~he ~nter ,.,,rill 1-iear about wha~: s ;oin.~ on ~t a l~vel other t 11~n: "This project ~roun 
1s dom~ ~µch-and-sucJ1." .A.rid 111 t:10 nroccss we "1111 be recordm~ our herstory. 

-~o,.,r that you've heard t]1e benefits o-f: t~1is r)lan, you ask, what do He w:mt 



of you? ''le Hant your ideas b. l . 
what's ri~ht at the Center ' you: itc 1es' yo~r analys1r1ls oi:-what's Hron~ Md 
you've learned here or yt' h?ur Hllde st fantas1e~ to re ~utionize the Center, what 
or any f orn of ' . ~ 'ln~ you deem appropriate. •• ir1 te a letter, a'tl article 
where the newsl~~:~1cat1on y~u ':mnt' ancl brin~ it to thb Tl.lonten' s C:eriter off ice 
heln l!et , 

0 
. 

5 1:1°~ebool-Nill be kept. If you :1ave SOT'lC irleas and woulrl like 
• 

0
• ·• De t~~--:, th em in wr1 ting, a ~enber of the nm-,sletter staff will be Plad to help 

you •. a mes generally fall in t'.1e r.iicldle_of the mont11. •• .. -.---~-.-.·· 
.. : ' 

Of course, the 'ne,,isletter wil 1 continue to ryost announcements, schedules 
and ot~er !1~1\TS of interest to the 1,•or1en' s CO'Tiuni ty ~ The ·rleadline for the~ next -
ne,\Tsletter 1s 'lay 19. J\_1~ce.tinp, will be held on_SlL1~fay-, ·1ay 2ri~ to or~anize. 

• The collating party ,.,,ill be !1eld Sw1'.faY 1 lay 27 at 3:-3'). 
lu.11ch and there \1Jill he free beer. 

Quote of . the.' !onth 

Ering.a,picnic . • . ' . ~ 

: ,. (:: I 

It is the easiest thi11cr in the world to say every broa<l for herself--sayinP: 
it and act in~ that ,-.,ay is one tl;ing that's kept sol'le of us be!1ind the ei~'1t-ball Hhere 
we've 'been livin~ for a 11w1drecl years .... Billie lfollic~ay· 

. . 
RADIO FREE 1\'()~1EN C811 he heard on 1°1r,T13 radio, ()0.1 f .'11., on ·tondays • 
at 2: 30 P .' J. ,md Tuesdays at 6: 30 P.' 1. • A SERil::S O:◄ DISCTJSSIONS 0N Cl.ASS & 

·cL.A.SSIS'( '·-•ithin. the ,-!o--iens riove...,ent. 
C • 

Partici!)ating in the' <liscussions are Doloris I3rao;owsl~i, former -r.tel"lber • of 
the NeN York Feminists and a radical lesbian collective in D.C.; "Rita 'lae13roM1, poet 
and former 1T1ember of the Furies. . Karen Kollias. and Bev Fishcrwli.o Here organizers of 
the \·{omen's Center~ Bev has 1vorked with ELDF and Karen works 1-1ith the Rape Crisis Cen· 
ter. -·.-

The shows will be as follo1-.1s: 

1) Class within the WoMen's ·roverrient, J\pril 16 and 17 
2) Class and Ollture, April 16 and 17 
3) Class: Comr.iunication a!l,-t Expression, Apirl 23 and 24 
4) Class and FaJ1ily Back_<;round, April 30/ lay 1 
5) Leadership and Class, • lay .7 and 8 

I••: 

6) Lcadershin and Class·~ • lay 14 and 15 
7) Visions for the Future, 'lay 28 and 20 

Resoonse is welcomed. Also listen to Sophies Parlor, !'lusic by an(1 for l'm11cn, every 
'1onday, noon til 2: 3() P .'. !. 

A PIA!'~n 11:'ls ½een very 1~cnerously 
· ·donated to the ·\\f(!)11eris Center by 

LIZ CRA\JE and PJ\T ''IEJ1BINK. It's 
already beinP, enj oye11 by '.nany 
visfrors to Soohies Pc1.rlor ancl 
will be very handy for concerts and 
partys in the center, It is very 
!1luch ·ap~reciated. 

, I. 

,, ' ' 
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TI·1E PIIGNES IN THE i lt\IN OFPICE are the first contact ~any women have l-(ith 
the center, or nerhans 1<1it'1 the ''To1'Tlen's ::oveTTtent. Phones are staffed 
vcluntarily 12 ho11rs a day. Lately, the p110nes }1ave not been covered 
adequately. This :i.s an :i.Jylryortant resnonsihility. If you can staff the 
phones a feN hours a wee1c:. nlease do. 

, • ~-· ,. 1!on1<:ms Cent ·-.r ~ 232-5145. or· 232-7533 "":t.:.t~ . 1:;0mens Legal Defense Fund - 232-5293 
· ~-.,. .,) Natic1al O.1._cr.,8Jlization for 1fo;-.,en (NO1·1) 387-6895 

• -~;) /J.' ~"lonens Pree Clinic - 965-54 76 'I Radie Free 1'-Iomen •· 338-4 727 or 3!'17-6063 • 
-- Abortion Co1 .. msellors .- ~-33-,1632 

Rape· Crisis Center - 333-~~PE • 

THE T-:E' lINIST /\RT P()Rl-CSHOP needs a sunlam~, bulb anr.l soc~et aT1,l 81: 
• ext~;l~io~ ~ori. They are needed f<;>r chen~cai,. nr~~et: !!;;s~~~rlJl~ ~ 
If a,•wone ca:1 donate any of these itens t.s~Y mu 63 . . • 
a~nre~iated. C8.ll Sue at 234-3047 or Jackie 387-6') .'. • 

'!1Jhen ,ve' re set ury fer screcnl)rintin~ ,-1e int~nd 
local fe1T1.ini"st ~ro:u1?s and acti':'i~ies. 1·fe. a:e leannnq; 
we11· a$ trying to develop a fe111n1st aesthetic. 

to ~a~e nosters to prQTllote 
lettering a,4 iayout·as 

1 • t • cesses 1'le are anxious Sorn.8 of us. are learning .a'!:10\1:t ot:ler nrin m!; pr? • 
to share any infonnation and s!dlls we have. If, you re interested in visual arts, 
·.md/ qr granhics, join us on saturdays at 2: 3 fl P. • 1. _ . , 

: LJ~TE BULLETINS : 

r·:~~ ~- 'VA!'ffED. ft.:t'-f'r' 1•Ja 1/1.N INTERESTED IN I\. PAR.T- TFlE STAFF POSITION 
AT i'HE 11!0:1ENS CE~rrnn., at :~2.50 ner hour, should call the Womens .C~nter 
2 t 232 :.: 5145 , or Barbara Rellick at 231l-0217. 1•Je have 2 nositions 
onen, to start t!1e middle of May• 11Je 1 re looking for women" who arc 
invoivecl in be center, who can • deal with :)CO!)lC, and heln. run, the 

fhorc will be .:t G-::mcral .1\sscrnbly mectinq; on !1-i.\)' .10 , Thursday at 7_: 30 P'-1. 
Attendance at these meetings h::ts been very -poor . Since tJ1is 17ectij1g 
,,:ill be held in the 1r; insteaa. of tl°'c afternoom. we feel that· 
atte,1denc~ sh0ulr! he better. It '.s your l\fcmens Center too. 

k Coordinatin!'; Council mcetin~ wi~l follow the G.cnoral Assembly. 

ThcTe is ·a TASK BnO!( in the main office of the Wo!:lcns Center in-which 
~,pecific tasks .1.11d cr111gcin~ rcspomsihilitics .'\re recorded. There arc 
rr.:my s1rnll c~~rm:_~ th:-it need to be done. This is :m efficient way t0 
,~.::-mp"ictc these t.1.~ If' you CM give us :1 hand it -woul·d help. 



The drm'ling for the car raffle was held on 
:· .· 

: ' 
,• ,· 

:; . •. 

Ra!)e ~r:vention ta~tics 2.ye available from t~1e Rape Crisis Center. ''le 
,-.rould like ~o rep~·oducc them for you intact. But • because of our limited 
space, ,ve will print one secion in this newsletter every '"'lonth. 

As ·rane becoTT\es l110re cf a probleP1, ;-riore wonen are feelin.~ the real need. 
to protect the~1selves. ~1e would like .:;very woman to he trained in .self-defense, but 
this isn't easy to do, and even so, this in itself i,1on' t stop rape. 1·!e _!llllst, • as 
women, feel stron~er about ourscl'kS ~Jld this ca'l' t rually. happen tmless ,.re are 
aware of our situations and how \·ie miqht control so!T\e of them. These rane nreven­
tion tactics are only a ster, in Q;ettii.,~ control of our .lives, but it is ~1 i!TfT)ortant 
one. 

'fuere You Live : 

.. -,, .,· :'lany rapes and attacks happen in the houses anri apartrtents where women live. 
The landlords of these places clon 't keep up wit1_1 security, and they shoulr1. be pres-
sured to do so. 

1. ·i"'fhere should be li~hts in all ent-r-?nces where you live. 

·2."· ·, :All. ·w~d0{.;s s!10{11d he in tila~c- and have locks; if you ~ive in a 'bas~ent or 
first floor, bars should be put :i..n by the lfu--:.dlord. llirta1ns and/ or blinds should 
be on every window. 

3. There should be strong lo~ks (r.rn.ybe double ones) for every door in your place. 

4. ~ ·aware of _plac~s ·where ·r1e:-.: mi~l1t h1de; under stairs; between building_s. 

S. If yoti • live by yourself :er .lvit~1 ·other Nomen, don't put your full name on ·_the 
mailbox, use your first initi2.l. (S, SMith, not Sue S"li':h- use for -phoneboo1(?) 

6. ~~w some of your ne-:i.ghbors ar1d which ones :'OU could trust in aTl emer~ency. 

7. Al,ways know who i,t is Jmockin~ at yc-:.ir <loor 1,efore opening. If it is a service 
man, ask for- idc!1tification. l.f you're 3.lqne at ni~ht fu"l--1. not expectLr1q; anyone, re­
S'!_)Ond to a rinR or knc ck wi t~l ,. "I ' n ~Gt it Bl.11 ! 11 

8. 1'fuen·re~urnL11~ ~cme at ni~h:, h~ve your keys ready hefore you ~et to the door. 
If someone 1s watching you, don't sh01.\1 t'u:)Pl ,-;here you live. 

9. • If there is a susy>icious person 011 the saJ11e elevator, nush t; 1e e"1.er~ency button 
and all the floor .. bu-.:tons. r,et off the first. floor it stons at. 

Next mont!1: ?rote-:U1H; yourself on the· street. 
' I 
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SO'U3 ON-GOING TASKS: 

Cle~in~ U!J the area behind the huildin 
1 Talnn~ out t!l.c trash g 

Cle~ing_up within the building 
Logging 1n the mail • 

S01E SPECIFIC TA5KS: 

Ob!ai1!ing fire extin~uishers for the Center 
Ru1ld1ng sooe kind of rr frBJT1c for the trash cro1s 

J\NN TO'lPKINS will spertk :-it the Womens eenter 0n Tucsdav, 
HAY 8, at 8: 00 P .~1. She snent 6 years in the • 
REPUBLIC OF OUNA, at the beginning nf the Cultural 
Revolution, and is just returning from n 3 month 
trip to Ch:i,na. 

TI-le 'WorJo:)lc".ce Organizing' course will not be held that 
night but will resume 2 weeks later. 

£.l ~ ,, ·2 ~- ::;· <j 7 ~ 
(. /. • •, I ,• ✓ .• / 

'-,_.."> HELP t ~ ---- ,,,..-· '-!ELP ! ~~----- ~,:.-- lfELP ! ..,<--._ 

/ 

. < ;., . ,;- . ·:· ,· ,.. ,. 
_/ <' 7 .J i , ,<" __?. '· 

We desperately need pots and pans! If you have any 01c1· ones 
-or-any that you just plain don't like, why not (?t??t?). ao­
nate them to The Center? Fe'll take anything and everything 
as lon·g as they don't leak. Thanks muchly. 
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