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PROJECT GRCUP OF T "INTH: CHILD CARE COLLECTIVE ~ (Laurie "right )
Brery Friday night both mothers and women withoﬁt children mezz to
discuss the problems of child-bearing and child-rearine in a society 1»mch on the
one hand exalts motherhood and on the other hand thrusts mothers into a position

of social and economic deprivation and self-denial unkno'm to any o:.her onpressed
f;roun.

- 'The tonics of "len's Attitudes Towards Children',.'"Women's Attitudes

Towards Children’', .'Children's Liberation', and "fothers in Soc1°ty' have provided
the framework in which to nainfully find ourselvs. Our lives ecxist at the base
of women's oppression, i.e., the nerpetuation of male culture through our chi? en
for whom we are primarily and ultinately resnonsible. And our very nhy51ca1 sur-
vival denends on the fulfillment of our function as. transmitters and carriers of
male Vc.lL"S. T’me 11m<s 1n our. chains are guilt, .isolation and social astrac1sm.

- As our qroun 'WOTI\S 1ts way throurrh these issues, we ale frust*afed and
frighten2d to find that our percentions of rejection even by cur own sisters
in the women's movement are real. Onr sisters often express indifferénce and
hostility vhen children are around.. '"hy can't you discipline your kids?'*® %“hy,
- after all, they are your children. And it is a.rarity that anyone 'in a meeting
“shows concern for child-care arrangements so that mothers can nart1c1pate in t’xe

center, much less anywhere else in society.

‘We -are :realizing ‘that women with and without children must work tosether
to become canscious-that the issuec of the caring for and socializatien of children
is maramount to tha struggle for the liberation of women. ™e must discover
the pumose of child care. The Child-Care Collective believes that they are
:S)’nonymows with. those of Feminism. That is: (1) The placement of wower into
women's .hands., - 2)-The placement of economic and social value on child-rearing,
which women solesly de now as free labor, and extension of that labor to men on an
equal basic, (3) The creation of a transformed society of healthy human Lemn,,

free of racism,sex and class roles. .

The Child-Care Collective is doing some concrete things about .ur lives.
A presently operating nite-time child-care coon, so that mothers cun attend meetinss,
or just rest! ‘'z are working now on the fomatlon of a narenc-controllea day-
time chiid-care center. e need thirty mothers and their children. Also, we would
iike to¢ siav= a mothers newsletter. ™e need your ideas and enerqgies. .Ioin us!

Nitc-time Coon-- Cathy Arias - 332-7062

Lioy-time Chlld Care Cente*-- Kim -387-5971, Susan-- 462-1432
Gwen--387- 4648

Mothers Newsletter--Laurie - 232-2156, 'farie-~-332-7062

“lothers Consciousness Raisini- all of above.



NATIONAL “IORKING *10TTERS D{\Y

On Tuesday, April 19, MNational Workinn wothnr., Déy buslc
and children arrived at HEY to nrotest Nixon admnlstratlon’cut he
Bella Abzug snent the morning with chi iren in her office. and the
demonstrators, calling the child-care cuts ''the most inhuman of t!
cuts." Ceoasresswoman -SchroederD-Colo. , brought her two and a hal{
to her office on the hill. ‘iomen brought their children to work :
tryside in 26 states including Ala., New Jersey, Pcm., and DO (1

The two major organizinm grouns, Child Devin Council of /

" “ National Parents Federation for Day ("are and Child Dev'n., rens fi

lelfare Rights Organization and National Nvrganization for “omen, &

with JIEY director Casper “leinberaer's ren. Gertrude lloffman. The

--care advecates charged the Nixon adninistration with fcrcing mothe
and children into low-arade custodial day- care.

- The new requlations would nake qovernrent sunmorted day ¢
“only to parents with income 133 1/3 nercent over ihe nublic assist
~Presently, in D.C. chilé-care is availahle to working narents wit}
87,700 most of whom are mothers heading €amilies. Accordmfr to tl
-Oom1ttee on Day Care, a woman with onc child receives $169.09 pel
vroposed reqs would :naJ\e a worldne mother inelieible if she earnec
Yinimal federal day care.standards would no longer he federally re

__..-States, which means that day care standards would be elininated.
T eliminate the right to match Title 1V-A funds (day care funds) wit
thus wiping out a major money source for day care. Under the new
tions, once a mother has ccmpleted her training and worked for thr
= =-15.M0 1ontrer elligible for day care. Thcrefore she either goes t
or crawls along at a subsistence level 1ob -n order to keen her ct

—ew. . day care center.

Accordins to the S1SA DC *fetrovolitan Area Census, 53 nex
-and wi- Hut_hushands work. Twelve nercent of all fa'nllles are hes
nearly 2/3 of whom are in the labor force. One half of these fami
-poverty, even according to ridiculously low qov't poverty standarc

e " Clearly, as long as women are solely re.ponsible for chil
‘ment, they will remain econcmically insecure and often impoverishe
eral’ Regulations on child-care will be issued by ME™ on *May 1 in t

“."There is still time to fight for thousands of women and culdren 1
service which is essential to their survival. And we need to cont
~child care for the millions who don’t have it. Contact Laurie-23:
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"The Feminist Counselmv Collective isn't nolitical enonm‘f t‘ley re 1nto '
personal solutions.'

'"lost women are in no position to give everything to a movement now; they
have too many personal needs which have to he met first."

"“eetlng women's ‘neéds is fme but that's Just social work. e need to
work to gain political power."

"Political power? You mean Democrats vs. Renublicans?'

"I am nolitical because.I am a leshian."

""Some women at the “lomen's Center are 1nto a ‘macho power tr1n

The- 'j_ust:,:_
run everythmfr and 1ntm1date anyone who questlons thenm." S

k

"The women's movement- haq to learn to- trust leaders anl those whomen with
organizing skill." . .

'“lothers don't have a chance to use their skills because o_t'her'women anre_s_s‘
them by refusing to help with child care." ‘

_ How often have you heard statements like tliese--in a discussion among a few
women, as a not-so-subtle innuendo.at a coordinating council meetings, or occasionally

talked about in a commumity rneetlnrr when one: or more women dec1de to nresent their
views to whoever turns out.

Lot
’

A1l of 1 ese statements dcal with tHe nolltlcal mnllcatlons ‘of what goes
on at the “Jomen's Center, and yet most of the 990 women interested in:the Women's
Center don't hear about, much less understand them. Often, out of frustration, women
bandy such thoughts about as nolitical cossip or use them as quilt trips instead of

developing them openly and allowlnn ‘resnonse and discussion w‘uch encourages dialectic
progression and growth.”

_ Polltlcal ideas relating to the Center are seldom dlscussed in tﬂlS way
1arce1y because there has been no medium to do so. "hen the Center first started,
nublic forums were nronosed to serve this function. However, the few forums that have
been called have been noorly attended-- anmarently another meetlno is not by itself the b
best medium of political discuss i for women already surfeited with nroject meesings,
.coordinating council meetings, staff collective meetings, ad nauseum. The nroject .
qTOUpS themselves are busy answering day-to-day needs of women--getting abortions and
divorces, siving sunnort during crises, writing handhooks,

vhile the coordlnatlna council deals w1th scheduling, fund rs sing and allocation of
funds, or staffing nroblems. Theory is silenced by the demands of wractice,

I'UHI'IIHU tralnlnp sessions--

The newsletter staff has decided to develon the newsletter into a forum to
f111 that gapn: to provide snace for women to exnress the r views on the politics of
anythine that goes on at the "omen's Center, and to deal with and nerhans resolve
' con{llcts on a nol1t1ca1 rather than nersonal level. “omen in prnject grouns have
‘valuable contact with many women in and out of the women's movement.

They will he en-
couraged to extract and sharc nolitical insishts from that resource.

“lomen new to
the Center will hear about what's ¢oing on at a level other than: "This project groun

is doing such—and such.'" And in the nrocess we will be recordine our herstory.

Now that you've heard the bcnefits of this nlan, you ask, what do we want



of you? e i -

han's Ticht at the ook 1deas, your bitches, your analysis of what's wronq and

you've > hed e gn er, vaur wildest fantasies to revJolutionize the Center, what

AR ' =y O any g you deem appropriate. “r: 2 a tter, an article
y 1 of comunication rine s Cont

you vant, and brine it to the “omen's Center office
ok will be kept. If you nave sorme ideas and would like

a'menher c?f the newsletter staff will be ¢ id to heln
1n the middle of the month. A

where the.newsletter's noteho
heln fetting them in writing,
you. Deadlines generally fall

IR ]
AR

1 oth 0f course, the newsletter will continue to, »ost announcements, schedules
and other news of interest to the women's comunity. The deadline for the:next
newsletter is ‘lay 19, A meeting will be held on Sunday, “fay 29, to organize.

‘The collating party v 11 be held Sunday ‘lay 27 at 3:30, Brin:é..a(p,icniC'
lunch and there will he free beer. , T e

st

~ Quote of .the "fonth

) It is the easiest thing in the world to say every hroad for herself--saying
it and actinag that way is one thing that's kept some of us behind thc eiqht-ball vhere
we've been living for a hwndred years.... Billie Holliday: '

T . ’ Coee ‘h
?’é " TRADIO FREE WOMEN can he heard on "ST3 radio, 99.1 f.m., on ‘londays
8 ¥

843 At 2:30 PN and Tuesdays at 6:39 P,°t. A SERIES OF DISCUSSIONS N CLASS &
] CLASSIST  within. the womens movenént, -

7/ C _ ‘ . :
Participmating in the discussions are Doloris Braoowsli, former member-of

the New York Feminists and a radical lesbian collective in D.C.; Rita 'laeBrown, poet
and former member of the Furies. Karen XKollias and Bev Fisherwho were organizers of
the Women's Center. Bev has worked with ELDF and Karen works with the Rame Crisis Cen
tern ) Bk

The shoWs will be as follows:

=y ) Class within the Women's “fovement, Anril 16 and 17
*F ﬁ‘,",ﬂ 2) Class and Culture, April 16 and 17 "
|A >3 3) Class: Communication and Expression, Apirl 23 and 24
e 4) Class and Family Backeround, April 30/fay 1
/(’ 5) Leadership and Class, “lay 7 and 8
L 6) Leadershin and Class, 'lay 14 and 15
*7) Visions for the Future, 'lay 28 and 29

Resnonse is welcomed. Also listen to Sophies Parlor, music by and for women, every
fonday, noon ti 2:30 P.'L ' o . :

N

A PIANN  has been very gcnerously .
-donated to the Wemens Center by

LLZ CRANE and PAT "EBBINK. It's

already being enjoyed by many

visitors to Sonhics Parlor and .
will be very handy {or concerts and . .
partys in the center. It is very

mach -apnreciated,
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3 PIES INTF  "IAIN OFFICE are the first contact many women have with
the center, or nerhans with the “omen's ‘‘ovement. Phones are staffed

vcluntarily 12 hours a day. Late y, the phones have not been covered
adequately. This is an irmortant resmonsibility. If you can staff the -
phones a few hours a week, nlease do.

~ PHANE DIRE( ORY

Yignens Cen®: -y - 232-5145 or 232-7533

vomens Legal Defense Fund - 232-5293

Naticmal Diaanization for Women (NO') 387-63895
Womens Free Clinic - 965-5476

Radic Free “omen - 333-4727 or 387-6063 -
Ahorcion Comsellors .- 433-4632

Rape Crisis Center - 333-RAPE .~

TIE FEIINIST ART VORKSHOP needs a sunlamd, bulb and socket and an
extension vord. They are necded for chenical process sﬂkscre}elnmr_z.
1f anyone can donate any of these items t.:€y would be very muc
apnreciated. Call Gue at 234-3047 or Jackie 387-6763.

when we're set un for screennrinting e intend to make nosters to promote

local feminist groups and activities. 'e are learning lettering and layout as
well as trying to develon a feminist aesthetic. :

to share any information and skills we have.

Some of us are learning .about other nrinting nrocesses. “Je are anxious

If you're interested in visual arts,

and/or grzphics, join us on saturdays at 2:30 P.'L, _ .
LATE BULLETINS: _— | .
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~
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There is n TASK BOOX in the main office of the Womens Center

specific tasks nnd nmgoing respomsibilities are recorded.
way s5m1ll chore

Tamplete these tas

;&1[/ v=m = wANTED.  ANY “JOAN INTERBSTED IN A PART- TT'EE STAFF POSITION
S =} AT THE "OIENS CENTER, at i
AT ) :

52.50 ner hour, should call the Womens Center
232 - 5145 , or Barbara Rellick at 234-0217.

cpen, to start the middle of May.
involved in the center,

“le have Z positions
We're looking for women who are

who can ‘deal with neonle, and help run.the
- Center. - : B R

fherc will be a General Assembly mecting on MAY. 10 , Thursday at 7:30 P,

Attendance at these meetings has been very poor . - Since this neecting
1ill be held in the ' ‘

17 insteaa of the afternoom we feel that
attendence should be better. It's your Wemens Center too.

/v Coordinating Council meeting will follow the General Assembly.

in.wt ch
_re There are
This is an efficient way to

If you can give us a hand it would help.

res that nced to be done.



7 /f‘ KATHY ARIAS HAS "IN T'® CAR The drawi
- .- T GE e T MR ra ‘
Z/{{’ i y e a\ﬂnfg for_ the car raffle was held on
h . .
| RAPE PREVENTTON TACTICS
S

X ¢ available from the Rape Crisi 1
\;/ﬁ, would 1like to repruduce them for you intact. P ® o ooer, e

- . But "because of our limited
space, we w;ll print one secion in this newsletter every month.

As rape becomes more cf a nroblem, more wormen are feeling the real need.
to protect themselves.

_pre We would like cvery woman to be trained in self-defense, but
this isn't easy to do, and even so, this in itself won't stop rape.

We must,  as
women, feel stronger about oursclves and this can't really. happen unless we are
aware of our situations and how we might control some of them.

These rane nreven-
tion tactics are only a step in settirs; contrcl of our lives, but it is an important

beoNd

“here You Live:

7

o “any rapes and attacks happen in the houses and apartments where women live.
e landlords of these vlaces don't keep up with security, and they should be pres-
sured to do so. '

1..: There should be lights in all entrances where you live.

2. -;Al‘l.'winddtj‘is should be in place-and have
f£irst floor, bars shcul

locks; if you live in a basement or
be on every window.

d be put in by the landlord. Curtains and/or blinds should

3. There should be stronz locks (maybe double ones) for every door in your nlace.
A. Be aware of places wherc me:n might hide; under stairs, between buildings.

5. If you'llive by yourself 5 c.:i‘ with other women, den't put your full name on ‘the
mailbox, use your first initiel. {S. Smith, not Sue Smith- use for nhonebooks)

6. Know some of your neighbors and which ones vou could trust in an emergency.

7. Always know who it is knocking at .ycur door lLefore opening. If it is a service
man, ask for identification. 1f you're alone at nisht anl not expecting anyone, re-
spond to a ring or kneck with,."I'11 get it Billl" L

8. "hen returning hcme at nicht, huive your keys ready hefore you et to the door.
If someone is watching you, don't show tem wherz you live.

9. - If there is a suspicious nerson on the same elevat ; |
v , S f ator, nush the emergency button
and all the floor buttons. Get off the first floor it stons at. i

Next month: Prote:ting yourself on the street.

e



SOME ON-GOING TASKS:

( 2aning » the area behi .
- k4 . I nd .
: Taking out the trash the building

Cle ing up tithin the build;
Logging in the mail e

SQE SPECIF C TASKS:

Obt.:air}ing fire extinguishers for the Center
Building some kind of a frame for the trash cans

£ = ANN TOMPKINS will speak at the Womens €enter on Tuesdav,
(G K MAY 8, at 8:00 P.M. She snent 6 years in the .
N~ REPUBLIC OF CHINA, at the beginning nf the Cultural

) % Revolution,

and is just rcturning from a 3 month
trip to China.

THe 'Worknlace Organizing' course will not be held that
night but will resume 2 weeks later,
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We desperately need pots and pans! If you have any old ones
. or. any that you just plain don't like, why not (?1??!?) do-
nate them to The Center? Ve'll take anvthing and everything
as long as they don't leak. Thanks muchly.
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