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·,1e are active duty of.ficers in the Armed Forces of the United 
States. Some of us have served in Vietnam. We have not shaken hands 
with the troops, we have led them. We have not listened to the 
briefings with all their polish and precision, we have given those 
briefings and we know -what they do not tell. Some o.f us are Academy 
graduates. ,le have seen "Duty, Honor, Country" perverted beyo::;d 
recognition to "Duty, Honor, Arll1Y" or "Navy" or "Air Force" or 
"Marines." This we reject, for there is such a thing in these 
troubled times as being loyal to one's Arm::, and disloyal to one's 
country. That we will not do. We have sworn to defend the 
Constitution and so we will. 

Each of us is many things before he is a military officer. Each 
of us, as Richard Nixon has stated, is a " ... citizen first and a 
soldier second." We are also human beings. And as human beings, 
citizens, and lllilitary officers, we reject the Vietnam war. One 
ne~d only read_General William C. westmoreland's Report on the ,far 
in Vietnam as of June, 1968 to gain the flavor of this war, one 
characterized by both massive destructive technology and the inability 
to distinguish combatants .from non-combatants. This is 1970 and the 
bombs have fallen for years and years and ;years. This is a. war, some 
say,where, given Dow Chemical and more technology, the ovens are 
brought to the people instead of the people to the ovens. An 
estimated 3,000 Vietnamese still die each week. 

And this is a senseless con.flict. In pursuit of a series of 
myths we have proce~ded to destroy another people's country ru;1d, 
in the process, tear snd strain at the fabric of our own society. 
Over 50,000 American men have died over there, husbands, fathers, 
brothers, lovers. And to redeem lives already wasted, we waste more 
lives, about one hundred o week-- a "tolerable" level of death. 

There is more to our thought. Our thoughts on the war force us 
to wonder, pain.fully, reluctantly, belatedly, in what other areas we 
march to the wrong drummer. It is a rude awakeni~. Some of us 
feel, for example, that the military system of justice places the 
officer in the position of a man sentenced to prison, who has time 
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removed from his sentence for each condemned man that he hangs. 
Freedom at the pric.eless e.nd unredeemable expense of others. If 
this be justice in the Armed Forces, playing hangman, we reject it. 

For those who have ll(ade the sacrifice of going to Vietnam, this 
newsletter is sadly dedicated. For those who have made the sacrifice 
of going to jail, or of beginning a l.ife anew in a foreign land, this 
newsletter is also sadly dedicated. In the future may such sacrifices 
not have to be made. For this we work and for this we are unafraid. 

WHY COM? 

(This article appeared in the COM Norfolk Newsletter) 

Why are we doing this? Or rather more pertinently, why am I doing 
this? Why am I lending .my name to a group of concerned officers 
trying to form an anti-Vietnam Ww: organ.i.zation? Well, I have had 
my standw:d anti-War discussion with practically everyone I know for 
the past four years. I am awfully tired of it. As far as I can see, 
it has acco.mplished nothing. So why bother to write it down now? l 
no longer wish to be tb:o',lght of by anyone as morally supporting the 
war. I have shot my mouth off to anyone who would listen and I am 
coming increasingly to feel like a college sophomore who has had three 
beers. So the hell with that. Now it is in. print and anyone who 
cares to find out where I stand need only r1;1.ad this. The war has been, 
and shaJ.l continue to be, a total disaster. I regret the horrors 
which the people of Indochina must be suffering due to the continuance 
of•the fighting. But more, I loathe the tragedy it is causing in our 
own country. The youth see their elders as hypocrites, foisting 
empty phrases upon them, speaking of honor and justice and freedom 
while u.selessly placing them in a hopeless, kill-or-be-killed 
situation. The older people see the young as cowards, despising 
them for having lost faith in a system they have dedicated their 
lives to. The ending of the war has one beautiful point--when it is 
over it is over! Then, and not before, ti.me can begin to heal the 
wounds. 

However, that is only why I am against the war, and not solely 
why I am participating in COM. I do not wish to criticize the 
country, the Navy, or anyone else. The ti.me for criticizing is long 
past, and is a fruitless exercise at an:, rate. I have joined in hopes 
of showing someone, anyone in a position to do som.ethin.g, not only 
the depth of feeling against the war i.n this country, but its 
breadth. Any of you. who feel as l do, I beg of you, for your own 
sake and that of our country, please, please join us. 

- Richard Jacobs, LTJG 
Norfolk, Virginia 
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Vietnam 
Her.:nen Goering: ". . . of course, the people do::·-:: •,:.,r. ~ 
•..tar. ::"':i.y would some poor slob on a farm war.t -:-.o risk 
hi~ li~c in a war when the best that he c~-~ get ca: c; 
it is ':o come back to his farm in one piece. :1"'-::urall:1 , 
the common people- don't want war; neither in R11ssia r.c: 
in ;:;,,;:land nor in America, nor .for that matter in Genna.:-.,;r . 
That i:; :mderstood. But, after all, it is the leader~~: 
the countr,; who determine the policy and it is ~lwaJ:: ~ 
sil:!nle M~tter to drag the people along, whether it is P. 
democr~cy o~ n fascist dictatorship or a pa:-li~mer.t or 
3 cccrmu::li.:::; dictato=ship." 
Nuremberg Prison psychiatrist: "There is on£• differe::c,: . 
In a democracy the people have some say in the matte~ 
through their elected representatives, ar,.d in the United 
States only Congress can declare war." 
Herman Goering: "Ob, that is all. well and good, but, 
voice or no voice, the people can always be brought to 
the bidding of the leaders. That is easy. All you have 
to do is tell them they are being attacked and denot1nco 
the pacifists for lack of patriotism and exposing the 
country to danger. It works the same way in any country." 

• 

• 

• 
• 
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-Nuremburg Diary, pp. 255_;:55_ 

A Call !Q. Action 

The war drags on. Servicemen a.re still getting busted for being 
frank about their beliefs. What are you doing about it as a re:::po.n:,ibl<; 
officer'? You don't like Vietnam; in private conversritions wi t;!1 like­
minded people you express your i"eelings. Salve for the conscience, 
affecting nothing. You know repression exists. It bothers Jou to 
hear o.f a G. I. getting court-martialed for having peace dec::ils on his 
car, or to hear of an officer dismissed from the service for openly 
expressing about the wax what a hundred million other Americans feel. 
You even get angry sometimes, but after all, what can you do nbout it? 
l'.ou could stick your neck out but you might risk gettini?; chewed out 
by your C.O., you might jeopardize the comfortable billet you w::iited 
two years to get, you might lose your security clearance and God 
knows, you might even get an unfavorable fitness/efficiency =eport. 
You'd like to do something but it's not worth the risk. ~esides, 
you "volunteered" for the military, so you. might as well play the 
game their way for a couple of years. 

Better to wait until you get out, then you can get in,olved. 
?hen you'll be free, you tell yourself. Except then you'll be 
travelling, busy enjoying yourself, then you'll be going to l~w school, 
then: you'll be raising a family, then you'l.l be worki~ fer Jl1l orr;an­
ization as monolithic and conformist as the militar;1. I'lea.:iwhile, 
wars will drag on, ABl"1 systems will be built, people will be getting 
jailed for speaking too freely. 
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If you don't act now, you never will. Inaction is being dishonest 
with yoursel£ and is a trap that is nard to escape .from. All anyone 
can ask of you is not to cover up, not to repress your beliefs because 
of an alien environment, not to do nothing because it is merely con­
venient. Bring it all out .I.D.~O the open, that is wnat it is all 
about. 

We've heard all the excuses. You're newly married and don't want 
to get transferred. You need the money and don't wan·t; to get passed 
over for the next highest rank. You don't want to be an outcast every 
day at work. Thee are real problems, serious ones that should not 
be taken lightly. But they are also problems that will never be over­
come i£ you just go on avoiding them. Think of the people that will 
follow you--should they have to face the se.me anxieties'! 

It is hard to stand up alone; and it is also easier for them to 
crush youif you are on your own. So get together, and communicate. 
Take off the mask you. put on every day with your uniform and be your­
self. Erase the artificial barriers that have been put up around you: 
officer-enlisted, s·taff corps-line• military-civilian. You will gather 
friends and supporters a.round you. It is easy for those in power to 
repress a disaffected few; when thos'.l disaffected few become a m~ority, 
it is not so easy. They can't send everyone to Vietnam, they cant 
put everyone in the brig, they can'c dismiss everyone. The potential 
is there--but you must come forward first. 

You must overcome paranoia. The important thing is co remember 
that you are doing nothing wrong. You are exercising Y= right i,o 
free speech, guaranteed by the Constitution you are si1orn to uphold. 
You are engaging in constT'Uctive disser.t because dissent is in the 
mainstream of American history ...na has always been a tirime factor 
in positive change. 

for you.r loyalty transcends 
It is your loyalty to your 

out against in.justice; 
to be equated with loyalty 

Don't let anybody call you disloyal; 
your bars, uni.Corm and petty role-playing, 
country's ideals that causes you to speak 
silence and complacency are certainly not 
(although they often are). 

Don't let anyone say that you iu-e violating yo\lr O!elth of commis­
sion for in it you swore to defend the Constitution, not a particular 
policy or a particular war. You are defending the exercise of 
constitutional rights for everyone and resisting those who would deny 
those rights. 

Let your voice be beard, the.t is all we ask of you, The military 
needs it, the country needs it. Row long can. you go on justifying 
your silence when your conscience dictates otherwiseZ 

~ y 
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I1aking It in ~ ~ ~ 

By Edward L. K~ 
Lt. Col., Retired 

• 

(The following are excerpts of an article which appeared in 7~'3 !1ew 
Re-public, May 30, L970. Lt. Col. King served in the U . .S. ;.:rr.,· for 
2Fyears, including combat-duty in Korea, U.S. infantry .advi30: to 
the Spanish Army, and, shortly before he resigned f=om the Anr.ed 
Forces on grounds of his objections to the Vietnai::; war, three years 
of duty with the Office of the Joint Chiefs of 3tn.f_f. For tlis duty 
with the Joint Chiefs, he received the Presidential Legion of Vierit 
" ... for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the perform:mce of 
outstanding services." Lt. Col King, who now resio.cs in Chev;y Ch1:1se, 
Maryland, has attended our meetings.) 

11ajor General Samuel w. Koster, until recently the Superintendent 
of West Point, and 14 other US Army officers have been charGed among 
other thin~s with suppressing information about alleged murders of 
Vietnamese civilians at Songmy in 1968. Americans find such charges 
against se ior officers hard to credit. But the real culprit mcy 
prove to be the Army's atmosphere of almost total seU-deception. To 
the climate now prevalent in the Army, it is not inconceiyable that 
some men might compromise their principles and try to bush up murders 
of civilians, either convinced this is what their superiors wish, and 
that not to stay silent would damage their own careers, or believing 
they could get away witb. keeping such information from higher authority. 

Organization-man conformity has become the pattern for success 
in the US Army Officer Corps. This is not t.he zippered lip of the 
professional soldier, ra.ther it is the cover-up of the ''get on the 
team'' bootlickers. It has produced unthinking, subservient yes-men 
who practice deception and concealment in order to cover up any error 
or failure which, if revealed, could harm either the system or the 
individual career. The conformity and deception are enforced by 
adverse "efficiency ratings" against officers who dare speak out. A 
single unfavorable rating can be an effective and absolute btl:' to 
promotion. The alternative to concealing, suppressing or falsely 
swearing may be professional ruin for an officer. Such~ syste~ inevi­
table produces fearful, over-cautious men, oftentimes dishonest men. 
Thus the Army has become a .nightmare for the intelligent and honest 
man, and a haven for the mediocre and callous ... 

That arm,y today is a support-heavy, overstaffed force th~t is not 
tactically organized to win. More than 400,000 Army troops have 
served in Vietnam, but at no time during the war have more than 100,000 
of them been available for combat. And considering the leadership at 
high levels it seems amazing that we have managed to stay in Vietnam_ 
at all. 

In general, the men of the Army have fought in VietnBm with a 
bravery that has greatly exceeded the ability of the leqdership. But 
th.ere is widespeard dissatisfaction and lowered morale as is shown 
by constantly rising dissent, AWOL and desertion rates. 1n the 
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absence of a real military objective in Vietnam., the make-do tactics 
of "search and destroy" and "sweeps" of the coUJ'.Ltryside have accom­
plished little beyond getting maDY young Americans killed, or 
crippled and blinded by mines and booby traps. These blunderbuss 
tactics have also killed or mai1Ded many Vie-tzu,111ese civilians. And 
no doubt some Americans have sho~ innocen.; ~ivilians out of hand, 
because of "body counts" and the frustration and despair .;hey felt 
at seeing comrades lost in tactical. ope.rations that produced few 
tangible results. We lose the war while we win most of the battles 
against a fourth-rate fo~ who lacks air power. Yet there are repeated 
predictions of victory, -turning the corner, light at the end of the 
tunnel, "Vietnamization." In 1968, the US military said Yietnami-
zation was not possibl~, even though we had bee.n advising and equipping 
the South Vietnamese armed forces since 1955. Now, in spite of 
Vietnamization being hailed as the fina). solution, it is intended to 
maintain a residual base force of around 200,000 US troops indefinitely 
in Vietnam. This comes as a cruel shock to this country which is 
thoroughly tired of the war. The armed forces' job is to fight to 
defend the• nation against a threat to its freedom, not to cover up 
diplomatic blunders, collU!).itted thousands of miles from our shores, where 
no real threat to the national security exists ... 

The Army's moral climate tempts officers to do an;ything that will 
advance their careers however wrong. Among man;r of my superiors and 
fellow officers, I could detect no stirrings of conscience at profiting 
professionally and financially from a war they admitted had no legitmate 
military objective and caused the need.less death and maiming of thousands 
of young Americans. 

At the same time, the whole Aivm,y structure is pervaded with fear 
of reprisals .;hat stifles any whisper of disseat. Reprisal can come 
in many forros - the "efficiency report," secret "security" investi­
gations, character assassination, profP.ssional ostracism and humili­
ation. The consequence is to keep many good officers ga,gged in obedience 
to the Army's protective self-dec1;ptions, and frees the less observant 
to get away with a.nyt'r.ing. One self-deception is that the end justifies 
the means; that doctrine when practiced by the Japanese Army in World 
w/ar II resulted in a 1945 Supreme Court; decision by which we ~ed 
their supreme commander in the Philip_pinse, General Yamashita; in our 
case it seems to have led only to battlefield frustration and degra­
dation as at Songmy. Isn't our supreme commander equally responsible? 

wlbat should be done? Those who fight shouJ.d also be freely 
heard. The men who serve in the Army must be permitted the right of 
uncensored freedom to speak out without fea.:r. of reprisal. Those who 
fight in the name of freedom shoUl.d be the first to expect to be 
able to think and live in freedom. The serviceman is entitled to 
exercise all the rights guarante~a. by the Constitution he is sworn to 
defend. These rights ought not to be f,broga'ted by co1.u-t-martial or 
banishment to Vietnam for daring ·t;o dissent. There must be no 
repetition of the trials at Fort ,Jackson, Fort Bragg, Fort Dix and 
tbe Pre~idio. The tome of the US Army must cease to be one of 
deception, concealment and self-interest, combined with an aura of 
constant terror of acknowledging failure or error ... 
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0dc to Kerr, Fahura and Thomas on Their ,~eti:-e!::cn;; 

tin ,nme ar.r! July, Lts.(j.g.) Gordon Kerr, Racdy Ttc::.,i:: 'i!C:: Jim 
r;,,hu.r~ were diomisse~ from the Navy, ostensibly a:: pa=t o~ ~ ~u~, rt 
.;ut i:;roisrm::: r,•.i.t, let's face it men, they were ~cti;re ';Qt·'. :nc:::- • •. 

r~err,. .r#~nu~; ~ Thomas 
oav,,l oJ:I :o::<::r.s, clean-cui:;, all-American 
loy~l, p,t=iotic, t:::-ustwori;hy ... 
the f,l:!.fill::i~n;; of e"ery g:::-,mdmother' s dreai:­
dhat; ::.l~'. f'>'J. ~ o to deserve this? 

The cxali;na, '.ioo:::-er ur...:'!s citizens 
•
1 to voice t.hP ir couvi.C cions 0 

;;a:yE it i:; ''pq=r o:' t:10 ~.cierican way of Life" 
you i;ook hici zcrioUGiY 
thour,ht ~here was honesty and sincerity 
in th'.Jl. old. ,1ll¾bama soul 
He eXJ)clle~ you from 3iS family. 

They zc,:r se;:i,..:-eted, released, discharged, fired 
,,erl.ap., liberated is a better word? 
liberat~c f-om the strait-jacket stifling 
u.nthi.nkim:; -;::ini'ormin.£ l'lll-powerful Defense Complex 
~ five-sided cell guarde~ by obsolescent braided 
and ribboned mon who play cold war gBJDes 
,,n Dulles':= grave. 

,e.,..r, l:'P..hu:::-i:i. and Thomas 
.:.u.d=ed celebrate life in the dungeon of death 

rou dared speak of peace in the citadel of war 
.. ou dared soeak of freedom on the altar of hallowed disciplim:. 
'ou:::- heroe::. were the Berrigans, Ginsberg and Janis Joplin 
~ot ~atton, not westmorelap,d 
,tow naive of you to think they could understand 
you talked of openinR,; communication", "creating dialogu,~s" 
Tell us now, is it possible? 

On the da_y you were set free and still today: 
the fleet s!-\ils 
frt ey destroyers pursue red submarines 
;.mboats sin.I< _peasant sampans 
~hentoms drop jellied fire 
.,l::ll1 madness consumes jingoist politicians 
led on a cycle of destruction 
for the greater glory of General Dynamics. 

:fas anythini:; ::hanged? 
,rilo •,lill ey~;- kno,r'~ 
,.e1; it be said that at least you tried 
9ou stood up 
you were honest 
you overc,1,ruc tl1e par:;noia 1:hat is their greatest weeper.: 
tt1e fitnesi: report--security clearance--transfer-­
~~rassment--courtmartial--no promotion--
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think of your family-isolation psychosis 
that so maizy others fear 
but is so insignificant before 40,000 dead and dying 
you knew "that 
you acted and that is what matters. 

Kerr, Pahura, Thomas 
lonely voices of truth, honesty and idealism 
rejected by the Masters of War 
rejected but not stilled 
for you are not the beginning 
and not the end 
there will be more, roan;y more 
to rattle the windows and shake down the walls 
and we shall not be overcome. 

- Phil Lehman 

Reservists Denied Basic Civilian Freedoms 

Several cases have reached the attention of COM in recent weeks, 
by mail and in person, of incidents whereby Officers (and enlisted 
men) have been deliberately harrassed and intimidated by officials 
of their reserve units (obviously d:il:;ected by higher authority) for 
pubic~ stating their oersonal opposition to the Vietnam war. 

One reserve LT(jg)'s case received national attention when he 
was threatened with court-martial proceedings, this summer, 
refusing to go on two weeks active duty tor training because of his 
conscientious objections to the war ... and with three years honorable 
service to his credit!!! All he wanted was out. Recent Federal. 
Court decisions regarding conscientious objectors will, I' sure, 
help his battle considerably. 

In another case, another reserve LT and Vietnam veteran was 
severely harrassed by Federal agents for appearing at a large public 
high school, at the invitation of school officials and in a non-drill 
status, and telling the Vietnam story like it really is to kids just 
begging to hear the truth. He told the truth so well, that he was 
immediately labeled a subversive, threatened with legal action, and 
almost kicked out of his reserve unit. The entire purpose of the 
reserve program is to ha,re available, lllili tary personnel in the 
civilian co1DJ11unity to draw upon in time of national. crisis. Yet, 
reservists are denied the basic fundamental, Constitutional freedoms 
their fellow civilians enjoy. 

Obviously no one in the reserves has the freedom of speech. They, 
more than anyone else in the service, are closer to the hearts and 
minds of the civilian community on feelings about the war issues, 
yet they are ignored by their active duty seniors. 

In another recent cas-e, .uine Marine reservists in Cal-i.fornia 
were threatened with court-martials because their"sideburns were too 



-9-

long." COURT-MARTIAL i'OR SIDEBURNS!!! It is almost a requireme~,t 
that these reservists, all really civilian membe~s of the co~.mur.i,J, 
live and work in an atmosphere of style and fashion to be a success 
these days. And in some cases, it is an absolute requirement for 
a job. Yet, af1;er sacrificing their free time to serve ~~~ir 
cou.ni;ry, they are h>JI!liliated, threatened, and may now possibly 
lose their jobs. 

My Go:i,doesn'c the JAG Corps have more important thi:ll?;S to~-':' 
than cour1;-martial men for long sideburns??? There ar.e enou~!t :· ·:.ips 
running into each ocher and massacres to keep them busy for a lo~; 
tirae to come. 

~ooeonc had better sit "back and take a long ha.rd look at ~ae 
ri~hts of reservists and start respecting them and dec:P.!ld t:i•d;- o';!lers 
do. 

"I bet that Russian Army is jealous as hell. Our troops 
are here getting all this experience, we're learning 
about guerrilla warfare, helicopters, vertical envelop­
ment, close artillery support. Those Russian generals 
would love to be here ... Any true professional wants to 
march t-o the sound of gun.fire." 

- General william C .. 4estmoreland. 
~uoted in Military Justice ls to 
Justice as Military Music Is to 
Music, by Robert Sherill 

• ······················~·······~~-·-·*•····•················· 
The Army Handbook for Vietnam 

The following are direct quotations from the U.3. Arroy ~and­
book for Vietnam, Department of the Army pamphlet 550--40, published 
in September, 1962, reprinted October, 1964. 

The Orig,i.n of the Armies 

South: "The Vietnamese National Army in the Sou1;h grew out a 
militarized police force which was formed in 1947 and operated 
until 1954 as a component part of the French Union Forces in 
Indochina." (p. 34--7) 

North: "In the North, on the other hand 1 the People's Army of 
Vietnam, organized officially in 1946, developed out of the 
Communist-led forces which, after World War II, took the offensive 
.against French colonial rule." (p. 347) 
"The Viet Minh Army (North) grew out of this opposition to forei~n 
influence and had the support of a majority of the ;,opulaticn." 
(p.22) 
"The communists came to power in a war against the French which, 
in the minds of the non-Communist bulk of the pnpulation; was~ 
stru15gle for national liberation from foreign domination." (p.20~) 



Upper Classes 

South: "This national upper-cl ass has patterned 1 L.:o.,-lf very 
closely on their former French go,,.,rnors. Both irl ,,ut:look and in 
mode of living it is higru.y u "~ c: and \./estern1. - in c01,,parison 
with the rest of the 11opulat1,.n. i..lmost all the mer and many of 
the women spe.ak French, and a ra9idly increasing number of both sexes 
speak English as well. The;y dri·r" laue-model American cars, or by 
second choice, high-powered B1u·o1>esm cars. Livin@; ID:linly L>t Saigon, 
they tend to concentrate in \,he F1·ench Quarter of r.;he city and reside 
in French-style houses. ModerL appli~~ces such ae refrigerators 
and radios are commonplace ln • ,d r bcnnes, as are, es tern foods and 
beverages. The men haYe ad till ed e!:ltern clothes, 1•!11.le the women 
retain the national dress, a) L.hou,;;h i~ Saigon s0111"' of ·the yowig 
women have adopted ,1estern cl.utl:u.ng, .-::cessories and hair styles." 
(P. 78). 

Noreh: " ... is an u,tellecvwl <L □ r·-o.:essional gr,,,.p derived from 
somewhat different origins than its counterpart iu Soutb. Vietnam. 
Its members ,rppea.L' to coca~ J.Lvm ~hat segment of i.b. mawiarinate 
wb.ich could n.;;t ,dj,mt to ,.n li'-e,..ch, and from th·~ less well-to-do 
lail.downers. Tbey hava generuly received less Corrna.l education, and 
they owe the ix starniing to deirllr>l:'tr'l ti.ans of practical ability and 
devotion to soe; ,;1:urui thao '·« r '1!1:U. ~ducational ao/J.ievement." (p.85) 

History; 

~ In T:l arch __ ~ ., Fr,.,,, 
recognizing tu.; , v ,:ati ... h 
within the Indo, iu .. se Fed.,, 

an agreemt 
Vietnam aE 

the French 
manage it~· 11·, 

u ffo Chi Minh, 
tree s ... ate' 

Th., new State 
inances, was to have i ta : ,,n national ,.,s 

maintain its ow .. 'irm,Y," (p, 2'.;' 
Io NoveJnbe1 slio,,tJ ug orr _ , n Haiphong, ill'cl ~he subsequent 

French bombardmc.,t of the cit- I'=TD .;.lly killed -,n:;. than 6,000 
Vietnamese. '!'he French demand •h.1.c~ allowed we1 so completely 
unacceptable to -.u, Vitt HJ.Ill' ., , t;~lli! ~rnt that it 'i"cided to risk a 
long war of lib ... rd,vjo.n i:·atb.«r accept. On r,., ~mber 19, 1946, 
it la.unched the d i·st o.ttack , '1.,, '"ar to expe_ ;e French. In 
this act of resizr.anc;;i .,,_g<UUs1 ,. "" :u troops, th e-t Minh had the 
active or passive support of a .. ,,1,'•Jrity of Vietnamc•r-e." (p.26) 

1949 In March, 1949, l!'rance fi,. 'V approved of ss.lf-government for 
VIetnam within the French Union. _,., 1 Dai assumed the role of Chief of 
State, but the principal nation&! .; failed to uai.;e behind him 
since they claimed that the Fr:e11,,c. ,1ld not offer real independence." 
(p. 27) 

1950 In February, 1950, nr ~· rit:;, 11 and the United :3tisces recognized 
tlie"State of' Vietr,.irn headed bv ll'\O Dal- as the gover=~nt of Vietnam 

In May, 1950, the U litr•rl. :,~,d-P.s .;innounce.d a decision to give aid 
to Vietnru:i throue;h Frauce, ru,~ ; ·111 ~:1 States Ecc,nomic l'lission arrived 
in SaigQn 
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(D:1ring the Ioiochina war, 1¥5-54-) :'!le Uniteo :?1,etes is 
estimat.~ to h1Pre given aid "tirrough France and diu•c-tl::, to the 
State of Vi~tnam totalli..:ig 0-1:::- :11

• ... ,illion. (p. 26) 

Tellin'i' It I,ik!'> It Is 

11 
••• I want to t<-ll ,f()U so you won't be surprised. They'll first 

strip you of your clothes, but they' 11 go de,eper th'1l'! that. '.Chey' 11 
shuck off <m:y lit;tle dignity you h1nre--you' 11 las~ what you think 
of as your decent ri~,ht to live an<l to be let alonP. to live. They'll 
make you live and eP.~ and sleep an<l shit close to ot~er oen. And 
when they dress you up again you'll not be able t~ tell yourself from 
the others. You can't even wear a scrap or pin a ;,::~e on your 
breast to say, "This is me, separate from the rest." 

11 
••• Afte:;:-" whiJ::-, ynu'll think no t:hcu13ht the others do not think. 

You' 11 kno.,, no word the others can't sa."f. And you' 11 feel the danger 
in any dlfference whatever--a dange~ to the whole c:;:-owd of like­
thi.nking, like-acting i:ien. 11 

" ... Once in a while there is a man wno won't do wb.at is demanded of 
him, and co you know what happens': The whole- mach.iJ.te devotes itself 
coldly to 'the destruction of his diff~rence. They'll beat your spirit 
and your r.0 rves, your body a.nd your mind, with ir'lTl rods until the 
dangerous difference goe!' oui of you. A.nd if you .-en't finally give 
in, they'll vo1llit JOU up and leave you stinkio~ outside--neither part 
of themselves nor yet free. They only do it tn prot.ect themselves. 
A thing so r.rium.phantly illor;joal, so beautifUlly 3enseless as an 
Anny can't: Fllow ,i question to weeken it. \<lithin itself, if you do 
not hold i's ;,:p to other tbinr,:: for coopar:ison e.nd .ie-:-is'i.on, :,on'l.l 
:find slowly, sur~ly, a r•rnso:1 anc: a lngic !il1d :; 1 nn of drc qdful 
benuty. ll. man i.:ho can accept it i" not a wO!' ,,., ;, ,11 ::c !. w:,ys, and some­
times is a much better man. Some !;le::i there are wno i;;o down the wrack 
of soldier"-n,c;,;, s'I.IITe:nder themselires, and become fao 0 less. But these 
had not: J!IUC.:h f?ce to start with." 

-.John Steinteck 
Ea st of Ed.e:i 

Equal .l?r:i tectic:i of' the Laws 

Article 12:7 of Navy Re:;u:Lations which '•as reporte~ on in the 
last issue prohibits, Blilong other things, "combinations of persons 
in the nave:;. sc.:,ice for the pu=ote'. of influencing legislation ... " 
This regulatio11 was the main 1:'ea8N1 .::oM did not publiclr support the 
McGovern-HatfieJ,d amendment and Nav:; officials havs cited it when 
warning CO~ memoers cf possible court-martial action. We are often 
told by superior:~ that military officers "just don't e;et involved in 
politics. 11 
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However, OD August 14, a CBS-TV news report revealed the extent 
of the Pentagon's influence-peddling on Capitol Hill. It was reported 
that the military employs some 300 officers in "Congressional liaison" 
and has an aDnual budget of three million dollars for this purpose. 
To put the figure in perspective, there are a total of ?69 civilian 
lobbyists registered with Congress with a total annual expenditure 
of 5.1 million dollars. CBS states that the military liaison offices 
~ere involved in helping Congressmen with routine work, providing 
information, arranging congressional trips, working for committees, 
ev~n drafting legislation. A Pentagon spokesman claimed their 
vr.unary role was one of an in:formation service. But, as Rep. Morehead 
(D, Pa.) said, the information becomes harder to get if one is on 
the liberal side or is known as a persistent critic or the military. 

Once again, it appears that political involvement is acceptable 
if vne is on the side of the establishment. 

REPORTG FRON NEAR ANTI AFAR 

COM Washington celebrated the early retirement of fellow members, 
Gordon Kerr, Jim Pahura, and Randy Thomas (see "Ode to Kerr, Pahuro, 
and Thomas" this newsletter) with,; Saturday night aousing out party 
at the 1.tashington Navy Yard Officers Club. The feBtive occasion was 
attended by COM members from Washing-con and vicinity, their wives 
and dates, and friends of COM, among tbem Jane Fortdll, Rennie Davis, 
and Mark Lane. 

The Washingt,on law .firm 01 Arnold and Porter 1c preparing to 
file a law suit for declaratory judgment in the w;:?shington+ :n.c. 
District Court on behalI of COM against the Depar1·men t; of Defense. 
The suit maintains that fear of reprisal by the miJ1tai,y has had a 
chilling effect on the willingness of military officers to exercise 
their First Alllendment rights and participate in COM activities. !f 
the suit is successful, the DOD wjll be forced to state clearly its 
position on COM witb regard to legality of the organization itself 
and the freedom of office·rs to participate in the ot-ganization. The 
brief for the case cites instances of harassment o.r military officers 
because of their involvement in COM. Anyone interested in having 
his particular experiences included in the brief may send them to 
COM Washington. Please be as specific as possible. 

Also in the works is a full page newspaper ad which will be 
placed in either tbe New York Times or the Washinfi,ton Post. The 
ad will contain a statement against the Indochina '.·/ar ~will be 
signed by a number of COM members. Over 75 officers have stated 
their willingness to have their nnmes included in this ad, but many 
more names are needed. Anyone wishi~g to have his name included is 
requested to send a signed statemen1: to that effect to COM ;,lashim ton. 
REMEMBER: Newspaper ads cost money. 

http://to.COM
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::iornc L\)l' t;ashing-ton nernbers ore participac1.nq iu v;,eration i'.,\., 
(Rapid ;1ocrican ,,i tnclrawc1l), a three -oay rtarc,1 ue ginn i.ng ~ept.e1 .oci-
4 rror.: :,ori:;town, 1,.J., t.o Valley L rge, Pa. 'i'ne raarc11 nas ec;,n 
oryaniz(,!u bi" the 1.,e\,' YorJ.... Cha~ 1;. : '7ietnai.1 'lete -an , ain!i ..... ti-11,,;; 
\.ar, am! J.ts µurr,ose is to ;:,resei,t. .,., aut.icntic a , ... ct.Ure <:>1 , .. c:rr.,y 
"sc.;,rch .:u,o ,,orstro," mission to til<! A1,icrican i'Cor,,l'! a; ;,s -o, •· ical. 

C..:Oli .. ashinqton continues to n .. et. weel:ly on ,•;e,.,1C'i<ay ni<!rLs a1. 
2122 i,a;;snchu:;ettn Ave., i,.\,., Hpt 82G. Recent rt,. t.1.n~" he,V<. uecn 
attended by r.,any fd.enoe.; of C:01-1. i..nlisteu r.1en nav.., reliltC<.! t.n,eir 
stories of roprcs:.;ion anti narassr:-.ent. A represen L:1t--i. ve of t.he .v1•1i, 
u newly-orgDnized \1q,Shington coff.,., t1ouse, uryi:c -.,r. p;irtici., .. t.1on 
in tltis acti vi, ty. !J011- I.Jucan an<.l !-la rilyn i ioorchea<.., ',•mo ,1.;vc :cwen 
active in ti1e r.r . love1,,ent., recently cst:.ai.,li.:ii,ou a ,,astlin<n:.on °,l ln­
fornvtion C..:untcr. ..,c,n is ;, fonner (;recu uerc1: \."lu:, ,,,.e1::. ! c,n., t11an 
10 years in t.he hrray, Don anu Marilyn spoke at. a lccent r.,eet.ing. 
A representati.ve of ti1e Conccrr,e:u ,10:aacr.1y urauua1:es (<.:A(.;) .:ittenceci 
a 1ne..,ting to cxplain his groµp' s progran. CAG me111bership in.::lucies many 
service acac:eray griJdu.ates 1,ho are no lonc,;er on active duty. <,;ur.rently 
they arc lo!,bying with <.:ongress for an early encl to the wa.r. LL. Col. 
CharJ.es \•/est tJ:;i\ (net), who servcci 20 years irl thu JAG Corps, l,as also 
spoken at a C(.)J,; irceeting, lie is under contract ,1ith 1·an .. on llou:.c to 
writ.., a book 011 the trial of I,t. Calley. 

COM Grand Forks (P.O. Box 5'1.:>, l,r.<:nd Forks, N.D. 8'01 1 • The Grand 
.Forks chapter of COM recei'lled extensive local TV , w1::rsg<: during the 
week 9f August 10. ~'llU.r m«n1he,, :i ' L'<" interview1<1, ... ,.a. .;, 1 rpts from 
the interview werP. !eA tui·ed on 1;e ., broadcasts du ng thP week. COM 
members and sympathi:,,,ers a:rc b·:i,1e; wvestigated ...nJ llr.vr. been told 
that there is "a commur.ist in thE: group." The u,vr>si;ii:,;atoro would 
not reveal the name of the officer accused of b~1n. ~uch. end it 
appears to be just another t.ac ti : to discourage me11•,t;r:ihip. Grand 
Forks incidentally is one of tl•e 1,wo sites selet l for initi'll in­
stallation o.r the IBM systev. 

COM Norfolk (1104 Redga1;e Ave. t,pt. , , Norfolk, Vs. . Aftier writing 
an antiwar letter to the Virg;iria Pilot, the 1'!01folk chapte.r had a 
meeting covered by local TV and press. The next JAY, t~q spokesman 
of the group LTJG R. -Peter ,;~i, .. ,,ss, 1as stripped ,r '<11 his military 
responsibilities, told he couJ: ,o• ~ive orders , ry ••nlisted men 
and was threa-tened w;.th court u, i: ", j f ".mff1. t, gr·ouc:d!" could 
be .found." The folJ owing 11eek I B,.J,.,uss 1.0~+: bis .,,..c,l.rj ~y clean1nce. 
No other member has received Rriy harassment bey" id Lnionnal consul­
tations with commanding officer!'. LOM Norfolk , ,; ll,rking or its own 
newsletter. 

COM San Diego (1.i.9J Q Co-ronad1• A.v,a;. , ~,.n Di e~o ! c.,1 '3 c~, 'fews of 
COM San Di.ee;o, .founded on July 2 , csppearea in a ,( i 01,,ne .. der.t 
paper as well as in the "ui:dergrou.nd' Street Jo,...rnaJ.. 'fhe: co-ord,1ne-
tor of the group, L'l'JG John Kent is an aviator a,w fl:lval Academy 
graduate. He is reportedly • 1dPr L11J'estigation anJ t,as even received 
threats on his life from an JJU'f':/C"P~ive populace '·here h'3s been 
no official hea· di:rect;ed qp;ain;,t, ar~ meober, hn• ..,ver. 
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rnterest has been expressed in forming COfl cba1;>cers at :1an 
,Francisco, Westover Al'Il, Pensacola, Fla., Ketlavif,, Icclano anu on 
board several fleet ships. I/rite us if you are intercstec.i in con­
tacts at any of these places. 

Jim Pahura an<l l·,li l 1.,ehman, both recen 1:ly 1el< a 
the '" avy, are travelling "cross country naki.ng Cl i 
yathering data for an independent otfice dealiny 
problem,,;. •r1tey plan to travel down the r.ast C'oai. l 
and Southwest, to tho hest Coast. ""ople incerc -
lodging or talking with them shoulu contact con , , 

Peter ilagerty ( fot:r.1er lJavy J.:nsi<,1') whr, ,,as fe .. 
newsletter, will be in Lony dinh and Saiyon froi,, 
most of !.ieptcr1ber. ue will be workinc,, with an a 
Lawyers' lli li tary Uefense ComMi ttee, whose pu-rpo, 
much-needed let al counsel to servic~1,uan ill Vie t:r • 
to set up a perttanent counsellinu o_f£icc in :.al<., 

1/Lt. Louis rant, 1·1cs t l'oin t ,;r.:idua te Md cons, 
the Vietnam 11.ir, lost llis :l:i rst. apµeol to the te, ~ 
in Oaltimore. 'the j u<lge rulec.i ti. at a lt:uougu l'on t 
sincere," it is constitutional to deny a selec.u• •. 
Font awaits his appeal while ~·orkin<.1 at the r.:im.1.1· 
Meade, rid. 

COR!IBSPONDtNCE 

• The mail is coming in .,ven fas Ler Low ',/e 
heartened by the f~ntastic 81.lpport, the rhecks, 
and comments on COM's activities: 

"You guys are doing a wonderful thing--don' 
siasm wear off." 

' earl;- fror:r 
-r'l:-. tacts a..""I t: 

st: z:-vicei •On• s 
cro.:is t:1,e 5ou th 
in fcccinu, 

, " , in t.lle first 
" ., r, u~ us t u1 rougn 

cy for t.ne 
, to 1H:ov i ue 
tJa(Jurty hopes 

t l CIUS OUJCctor to 
1 Ju, tri.c·L C:ourt: 
"oiJviou!l ly 

lJ cl.11.1.,. Lou 
USLl1g Offtce, ft. 

.. ,;.ue to be 
rugges tions; 

.. your enthu-

"What you are doing is unique in history fo 1.ts boldness and 
sincerity ... Ma.ny people may accuse COM of treaso ~nd treachery but 
I believe it expresses the ultimate loyalty to tl· . principles upon 
which this country was founded." 

Letters have been arriving from all over bhe world as well as 
a.round the country. There's a chapter starting in Iceland; an 
Annapolis graduate with a CO discharge h .. s carri,,d COl'i to Hawaii; 
a high-ranking Officer overseas is quietly l~nd.L his influence 
towards ending the war. In Vietn;;m, too, o.r.r ic<- 1ve reached the 
same conclusions about the war as ht<ve we: 

"I have been especially inte:-"' ·c,ed i.n , h,• r',.; 'ir 
have been in-cou.r:try. As a Coast r.rot,'fl advi.sv_ 
the inability of the U.S. military ~o solve wha : 
Vietnamese political problem ... I dc,r, 't thir.k I 
you the absurdity of our Indochio,; pursujt;s." 

~t since I 
have witnessed 
ssenticlly a 

-o explain to 
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Beyond a strong and unitin'l oppoc~ition to the ,ar, the ,e1.ter;; 
you l1avc been sena.iny us rcf!~ct a variety of opiniolls on •,:h11t an 
officer should <19 to ·try to ;,ffAr,t the things ha uelieves. -.Jn,\ COM 
r.tcml,cr has written an "offiri1- 'c1 ~,,r through ci,anneli;" to ~.;,;,o Jcc-
reta.r:( of the :;avy. i1nothcr tatcs that: 

"You can i.J~lieyC? that vn,: can and should rc[orrc U, 11i Li t."ry anc! 
save it as a peace/war or-;,anization. I dpn' t wi:;h tc SilV'< it or keep 
it at all. Uut ,...r,r.,nyl, of· thiit:. 'l'oo tiiany pCO!>le lrt Llt"' i,.OV£!1;,~nt are 
er.,phnsizin<; tlio1r taiffP-rences rut1_r than their t.:, h >n cor1cer11s anc. 
this is ·.,:\C"ra 1 a,~ .,.,ith you all Lite 1·1ay." (Lt. j<j 1.,:.;,. 1.,.-i,H, <_!racJuat.e) 

"'rhc in-setvicc voices of rca.c:;C1r, <.lnd cor.ip~ssi vn nilvt-.: .Jecn toe 
few anc.: too Sl•\iall in recent years." (Capt./U~ -~rr,i,,-) 

"I h .ave ,k,ciclcl. r,l 1l t the only way I can j us ti f· Hz ·,o,; it.ion in 
the rai li tary i:, to 1,,orf: acti vc 1/ ro change Ar-ier i c .. 11 ,, , h Lar;- pcilic)' 
an(l practices. I ar.i not optir., :r.b c: .iLout achievir,., ~ny Llrar.;atic re­
sults, but at lea,;t when my granchiltlrcn ask, "\liiat clicl you clo in 
the Vietnam liar?" J can say that T spoke up for my t,eliefs." 

,·,rfAT YOU CA.N DO 

(;QM is a young, burgeoning organization. JL cnn't a£ford to 
lose the momentum it hes built up. COM needs enthusiastic, active 
support from its current members, a growing membersh1p, and runds. 
The strength of CO~ is in its group solidarity, but the success of 
COM depends on its individual members. Here's what you can do: 

l. Show this newsletter to your fellow off1 cers. Explain 
COM' s purpose . Ta 1k it up every chance :yr,n get . 

2. Send tbe names a.~d addrP.s~es of any off1, I,ier.ds you 
have to COM •,/ashlngton so i;brit they can hE ':cid~d to ::he 
mailing list. Weri; your college classm'3t'!S RO'l'C or OC.S? 
Send us tlleir names. ~:r1.te to your col I ei;r) elumr.i miiga-
zine and get them to give you a sentenc CH' t;wo of publicity 
so that classmates whose addresses you m • . know can i;:e-t 
in touch with you. 

5. If you want to org-;U::, P. ,; COl": chapter o, ,four base or post, 
write to CO!': \fa shir,e;ton. ',le have a fi Jc of neople r =om mi 1 i­
tary activities .;J J over the world who h~.-v~ '!Xpressed interes~ 
in 80l'i. ',/e can bring together people at 1,he s:,me base •,1ho 
might not otherwise kn:iw each other. (Tl is 1s ::1ow 801": San 
Diego ,,1as organized). 

4-. Y.eep COM \./nshingtor. ir,I ,,•m~d of your ch , r's !?ctjvi ties 
or ::.rour i:?dividual acl..i•1t1es so that tl ;f C?!1 be i:?clud.cd 
:.n this :-ie·,isletter. The stories of you.1. r;ur· experie:ici;s 
encour?e;e others to partacipate. The n,·,,,,= 111:tter is COM 
J:E\./::;--i t • s your ne•,::;letter. 
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5. Encourage the finan.;:ial ;;up~ort of yonr friends, both 
civilian and military. Keep the sheckles flowinq to Wash­
ington, and we'll keep putting the COM newslette- in your 
rmilhox, RemembeJi·: neW9naoer ads ann newsletters cost 
money. 

Boc>..ra. o:£: Di..::-e ct ors 

Albert Braverman, Maj., MC, UQiJi 
Jim Carr, 1/LT, US/1.F 
Mac Lefevre, 1/LT, US.MRC 
Jim Packer, 1/LT, USMC 
Bob Brown, ENS, USNR 

Louis Font, 1/LT, USA 
Ed Fox, Capt USAR 
Mike Burns, (former LTJG, U~'11i) 

Conig:ess;i.r,n-u. iaison 

Gordon Kerr, LTJG, USNR• 

Randy Thomas, LTJO, Il31ffi.­
Phil Lehman, LTJG, USNU.* 
Jim Pahura, LTJG, USNR"' 

*Denotes inactive duty. 

_.J.l:1b;.,.ssadors -------
( Eu. op ; 
(USA) 
(U ' 

301 677-409.L 
301 776-468? 
202 33;--019? 

?L,3 951-4394 

Name .ind rank for identificatvn, ~ , ,es only_ 

I 
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Disclaimer 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not to be taken as 
the official views of the Department of Defense or of an:y of the 
individual services. Neither are the views of the Department of 
Defense to be taken as reflecting the views of the Concerned 
Office·rs' Movement or any of its individual members. 

The opinions expressed here are not necessarily those of 
every COM member. 

• 

Consider me a member of COM and keep me informed of its 
activities. 

Add my name to the mailing list. 

Name __________________ Rank. ____ .Branch'----

Address -----------------------------
Graffiti'-----------------------------

Mail to COM, F.O. Box 21073 X:alorama Station, 1Jashington, D.C. 
20009 . 
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