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H R f-1' • '" 2 ouse �WE .. ear:i.ngs ;.a:y 

The Un-Ar.1erican Activities Comnittee, six of whose mcnbers are now in 
Hawaii, will re--0pen hearings on the Eundt-Nixon bill I:ay 2. 

First to testify will be the Hational La.,•,yers Guild. Other opponents 
asking for time include the Comm.mist Party, N oA.A.C.P., Hational Association 
of Colored �:omen, and \'/omen's International League for Peace and Freedom, whose 
appearances before the committee are not yet definitely arranged. 

Rep. Francis E. Halter (Dem., Pa.), acting chairman in the absence of 
Rep. John s. nood (iJem., Ga.) assured this conr.1ittee nil opponents would be 
given a chance to testify. Any influential organization which hes rot yet done 
so should wire its request at once to Chainnan Wood, �·.i:i. th a duplicate v;ire to 
Rep. rialter, both c/o House Office Building, l'lashin1:,'t,on., D. c.

Report on Dele�ations and Field Activltz 

Over 150 delegates from 11 states came to Fnshington on April 17, 18 
and 19 in res�onse to the call by the national COJ111"'llttee for representative 
dele�ations from key states. states· represented were: California., Connecticut, 
Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, liarylani, Eassachusetts, !few York, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania. 

Reports from delegates follo,·t.i.ng their meetings with Senators indicate 
increasing support for reconside.:ation of the Mundt bill by the Serate Judiciary 
Cor.unittee.. On the House side, delegates infonned the National Conrnittee that 
Representatives :2l>erharter (oein., ?a.) and Huber (Dem., Ohio) have announced 
opposition to the bill. 

At the same time that delegations 1·,ere present in nashington, repre­
sentative groups in l:ew Jersey and Vermont had appointments to see their Sero­
tors at home. Connecticut am Pennsylvania are planning meetings with their 
Senators at home to suppleramt the activiti es of delegates in :·;nshington. The 
Chicago Chapter, National Committee to Defeat the hUndt Bill., reports that a 
large representative group will meet with Senate Ma,jority leader Lucas in 
Chicago. 

Reports are now coming in state by state on meetings with Congressmen 
during the Easter Recess. The Philadelphia Committee to Defeat the :iund:- Bill 
reports the follovi.ng statement from Rep. 1:illiam A 0 Barrett (Dem., Pa.) 

11!, as a Catholic, recognize the d3.llger of this bill. It could be 
the most dangerous legislation ever enacted in the United States." 

Tuo other Congressmen from Philadelphia, Representatives Green (Dem.) 
and Chudoff (Dem.) have also announced their opposition to the bill. 

llaterial Now Available 

The National Comuittee to Defeat the iiundt Bill still has available 
the fol.lowing literature: 

HEY BROTHER (16-page popular analysis, with list of tundt-Nixon 
opponents and t heir statements). Price 5¢, or ,",40 per 11 000 (re­
duced rate, effective at once). 

SENATE REPORT (Sera.tor I.anger• s le gal analysis). Handling costs only• 

Civil Liberties Union of I-.Iassachusetts (6-page analysis). Price 2¢, 
or �10 per 1,000 (reduced rate, effective at once). 



.on Bulletin #6 2 
dtional Committee to Defeat the Mundt Bill 

A general 1--page statement opposing the limdt-d.xon bill, for 
signature by leadi.ng citizens in your conmrunity, was sent you .!:arch 31 in 
Action Bulletin #4. You were requested to notify us of the nams and identi­
ficat.fi:ms of persons signing this statanent. Few· of these have yet been 
reported. Please reproduce the statement locally., and send us the names by 
:iay D. It is essential that this statement be available for release at the 
earliest possible date. 

A similar statement for signature by officials of labor unions has 
already been mailed to some of the cities where coordinating con:mittees 
against the Hundt-Nixon bill are functioning. If you nave not received this 
statement and can use it., please notify us immediately. Statements should be 
returned by 1-;ay 20. 

New material available: 

SAMPLE AD: The national comnittee has prepared a sample ad with 
space reserved for a list of local sponrors·and a coupon for donations arrl 
literature requests to your local committee. A proof of this ad will be mailed 
in a few days to our chief contacts in the principal cities. If you wish a 
copy for use in your local paper, let us know. Ad was designed for a full-
page in a tabloid-size newspaper, but can be altered to suit your require ... 
ments. 

• RADIO REOORDING: The rational corranittee is preparing a radio 
broadcast, suitable for a 15-minute progran on your local station. It is 
expected to take the·form of an irrtervie~·: by Jerry J. 0 1Connell with Senator 
:Jilliam Langer (Rep., N. Dako.) and Rep. Vito l'.arcaritonio (ALP, N. Y.} on 
the dangerous provisions of the bill• Let us know if you are interested in 
receiving a recoI"di.ng of this program for local rebroadcast. 

NOVELTY IEAFLETS: A small sheet of paper with a map of America 
11under the liundt-Nixon bill. 11 l'Jhen a cigarette is applied to the center, a 
swastika is slowly burned on the map. Available in 'oulk at nominal cost, 
and suitable for factory-gate or street distribution. 

PersEective on the Bill 

The wave o! resentment .f:r-om the American people which followed the 
Senate Judiciary Comnittee' s report last month has slowed the drive for 
passage of the Eundt-Nixon bill in recent weeks. The time has· now come for 
opponents of this repressive legislation to take the offensive, and insure 
the measure's defeat by an avalanche of protest. During the period imnediate­
ly ahead of us, it is necessary to translate the top-level opposition alreac\y 
expressed by the most diverse organizations into effective rank-and-file 
action, which will conmand the attention of every member of Congress. For 
this reason, it is appropriate again to emphasize the importance of establish­
ing local coordinating corranittees, wharever these have not yet been set up. 
Each local committee, if possible, should include representatives of the 
national organizations opposing the bill. 

Every day that Congress remains in session carries the danger of a 
sneak attack by supporters of the Liundt-Nixon bill, utilizing some domestic 
or international crisis as the basis for whipping up the hysteria that would 
provide an atmosphere conducive to its passage. There nust be no relaxation 
of your efforts to strengthen the resistance to 1:undt-Nuon in both houses 
of Congress. 

Sta~nt by Chancellor Hutchins 

One of the stronsest statements yet filed ¾~th the Un-Araerican 
Activities Committee is t:10 following comment on the i:undt-Nixon bill by 
Robert H. Hutchins, Chancellor of the University of Chicago, one of the 
Nation's outstanding educators: 

ur should like to be recorded as among the numerous citizens of all 
political parties and all points of view who are united in believing that ~he 
Mundt-Nixon bill is -foolish, stupid and dangerous. I hope that Congress vnll 
display its intelligence, and its faith in freedom and democracy, by 
overwhelmingly defeating the roeasure. 11 

Excerpts follow from statements filed- by Professors 1lark deW,. Howe 
and Zechariah Chafee

1 
jr. of Harvard Law School, arrl William G. Rice of too 

University of Wisconsin Law School. 



---- Professor Howe: rr .•• FirGt, I see no reason to believe that our 
national 'interest will be furthered by the adoption of new statutes to prevent 
tl o people, through fear, f:r.•om associated action to reform some of the evils 
of our societJ·•• .If legislat:..on is grounded in fright administration v;ill soon 
be er.forced by terror ••• secondly, the text of the 1-'"undt-Ferr,uson bill seems 
to me to be riddled v✓i th unconsti -':.utional -::irovisions. It if: written on an 
r.ssumption which I believe to be clearly v,;or.g - that a Congre~sional pro­
nou11cement that danger is iumediat.e establishes beyond question tl,at disaster 
is upon us• The only clear and present c1.anc;er that I can see is that the folly 
of Congress will bring the destruction of Anerican freedom. The devious 
ingenuity of t:1e !1iundt-Ferguson Bi::!.l conceals the :~act that it grants the 
broadest authority to administrative agencies to pcnal.:.ze the expression of 
unorthodm~ opinion. Een of honor and integrity would be compelled either to 
violate the law or to settle down to irresponsible silence. A healthy ~ociety 
is not maC:e up of such men as that ••• An ndvcrse report by your Cor.imittee 
mi,sht do much to restore bal~nce to publ~c opinion and to discredit finally 
those who ctr.se their nightmares through the Halls of Congress. 11 

Professor Rice: 11 • ."~The ap;:,arent purpose is to c-::i.use dioclosure of 
cora,,unist activity. The method chosen largely defeats this purpose, for tLe 
bill ,rovides oenaltios for disclosure as well as for nondi:.,closure. If 
disclosure is desired, then rewcrds - or at least no legal penaLies - should· 
be attached to disclosure. For examole, Sec. 5, 6, and J.2 should be reversed. 
Contributionr to ror;L:=:tered or,sanizatio"ls shoulc1 be deductible for income tax 
purposes (if the or ga:uzation is charitable, educA.tional, etc.) and r.;,embers 
shoulq be in the position as other persons who seek jobs or pas sports. 
Registration might tc even rewarded as b~~ providing that a reras~ party 
ma;ir ~ be barred from the b&.llot :.n cny· stc.te, wJ-.ich woulJ. facilitate dis­
closure of co,,.i.mnist leaders anci plans • ., .,What is set up here is not a normal 
trial of ind::_vidua::1.s for a public crime accordir.g to the la1•; of the ~-ancl., 
but a semipenal adr.d.nistrati ve adjudication resulting in penalties due to 
association ••• The most fundc:.mental objection to the bill is that the st .. ndards 
it la;rs clown are so vague thr.t a partisan Board could use its poner to cripple 
any group that it disliked. uFor the test 11the extent to which i::.s views and 
policies do not deviate from those of such foreign governmer.tri can easily be 
used by a Bo~rd containing two Senator HcCarthys to debilitr.te such r.n 
organization. 11 

Professor Chafee: 11 ••.Hy main objection to this bill is that I see 
very little evidence to support the recital thnt the world Co;:-ununist moveu2mt 
presents 1a clear and present dang~r ••• to the existence of free American 
institutions~ 1 ••• Anybody who is wicked enough to be a spy ar.d 1nilline; to brave 
the severe penalties of the espionage statutes will not shrink from violating 
a .law v;hich requires him to register as a comr,mnist. If the present statutes 
against spying are thought to be defective, the proper remedy lies in amending 
those statutes so as to aim directly at spies,- and not in roar.ling all over the 
lot a£;ainst thousJ.nds of people, most of whom would never dream of being spies • 
••• To sum up in two sentences this survey of the present United States Code: 
If American conmunists· ar..d fellow-traveler::; are as d,mgerous as the supporters 
of this bill mates out, then there is enoug-i legislation already·with teeth 
in it· to take care of these people; so no new law is needed. If, on tl:e con­
trrry; e::istin.3 statutes are now triolated by what these people are saying or 
doing, then they can't be very dangerous; so no new law is needed ••• Shades of 
Valley For3e and Iwo Jimat If ·Ne no longer want to be the land of the free, at 
least let us be the home of tho brave ... The cure for inte1~nal disaffection is 
not sedition.laws, but normal federal and state statutes to redress genuine 
grievances ••• It is impossible to justify the sweeping provisions of this bill 
by saying that it rec.ches only particular groups who don't deserve to ltave 
any freedoms anyway. You never knm·1 whom a sedition bill is going to hit until 
the authorities start shooting with it,• .If we enact a ne~-1 sedition law like 
this bill, it will do us great harm arnong our natural friends in t:1e United 
Nations• They know we11 • hov, unich suppression is made possible by the vague 
definitions in this bill. We just can't defend such a sedition law against the 
bitter attacks of our opponents, and still loss against the distrust of our 
friends. Our professions of love for open d:!.scussion will ring hollow in their 
ears~ .. It will be a crime for two men to agree that on8 of them will run for 
Congress on a platform which a particular jury considers to involve a 
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totalit.:iri:m d~ctatorship ••• Every omitted name or address, ever~, inaccuracy, 
ma:r m0an tno years in prison for the part;i, officers. Imazino V1·1at this w·ould 
merin if it 1 ad to be done by tbe l,epublica11 P..rty or ti·1e Democratic Partyt •• 
Bu:, those a:ce ,;ood parties, the supporters of the bill r:ay say, and the b5.ll 
hits only b<-f 1Jarties. Siftinr bad parties from good parties is the job of 
the voters, ry tne /u.,1;rican tradition, and not the job of Congre~.,; or govcrn­
n:unt officfals ••• If nc look back over our national historJ, ·.-,e sec that 11mny 
of th<' most si,,.rri.i'icm,t political ancl social changeG be can with t:1e efforts 
of sone :::mall infor.::.,,l [;ronp, which ~ta1·tecl as the· object of cond.derable dis­
like on the part of the orjinary run of citizens.u:.'ten the memocrship and 
policies of an opinion-forr,iing or13anization can be jLdeed and controlled by 
o--..n:.side:-s :·1it'1 c:;ove. ·mental pm·er, all r-:orts of opportunities fo~· tl,e cup­
pression of legitimate idea.· aris0. The officials, beiz,g outsiders, may be 
rather unsympa~.hetic 1,ith the legitinate purposes of t~1c organization. There 
is a trenendous ter.,ptation to oppor.,mts of those legi t:Lrcatc purposes to 
influence tLe celcct ·_on and. the behavior of the control:l.inc officials. The 
presence of extre1.rl.sts crn easily be made an excuse for outlaY:ing an organi­
zation when :tl:!.e real reason for getting r~d of it is not fear of the e;~~ 
121!.Uatre~f the_ le_r;itirna.t,.S_ ouroose~., The organi.:.~:tion is supp:-e'3sed, not 
because it might pror,1ote a revolution, but. because it might win elections end 
produce legis1, tion, • There are many important. public questions to be settled 
in this country today, on r1hi~h much can be said on both sides. In order to 
attain a wise solution of these questions, v:e need to ores0rve the uni,-:ipeded 
flow of discussion. Exar-:plcs of "1Uch questions are these: Should we (a) 
oppose the totalitari~n regime in Spnin, or (b) resume normal diplomatic and 
corunerci~l relations ,.ith Spain? Should we (a) giva some measure of lecal 
recognition to th0 present government or Chj_na, or (b) cont::..nue to supply 
billions of cloD_ars to Chians:..Kai-Chek1 Should we (a) do our best, in spite of 
tremendous hen~caps, to c-.1ltivate friendship v:itl the Rus:.-ian people ar.d· 
explore ever~· possible opportunity for peaceful adjustment of differences, or 
(b) ascunc the inevitc:.bilit;,• of a devas-'.:.ating war? Should we (a) decrecse 
financial anG. military aid to Hestern Europe, or (b) contim:.e or increase such 
airl? Should we (a) refuse to arm r.restern Germans for fear of a revival of the 
Na:t.is, or· (b) arm them as a bulwark against the Soviet Union? These are vital 
questions, on which honest and reasonable men differ. They cannot be wisely 
c.ecidec1 unle~s ind;viduals and opinion-forming organizat.ions on one side are 
left as free to present their views as are those on the other side ••• ½'hat is 
significant for the purposes of this bill is that in every one of these questions 
an organization which takes the (b) side cannot possibly be touched ,.hile ariy 
or 6anization which takes the (a) side can conceivnbl:r be out1:n:ed. Although 
there are plenty· of honest reasons why r.iany patriotic Ar.1erican citizens star-d 
for the (n) side, ~-t happen:, in every case that this side coincides v:ith the 
i.-iet.s of the Soviet Union and its supporters, whose reasons are quite different. 
Now, one of the factors which the Subversive Activities Control Board cm tai{e 
into consideration i:i determining whether a:i or gamzation is t Communist-front' 
is, by section 14 (b) (4), lthe extent to which the positions taken ••• by it, •• 
on matters of policy do not cieviate from those of an:,·, •• co1J!lunist foreip;n 
govcrnuent. •• t Thus the bill loads the dice against organizations which cor.demn 
Spa1.i.sh totalitarianism or t.he vrastefulness of ChianG-Kai-Chek, 1':hich urge all 
possible steps to avoid an atomic war, etc. Not only does this bill leave· 
organizatio:is on the (b) side untouched, no matter if they·include fascists, 
anti-Semites, and advocates of religious and racial ~atred, but also the bill 
greatl:,r aids those on the (b) side by silencing a larr:e rn.L":lber of their rr_ost 
vigorous opponents. Insofar as there are errors on the (b) side, you will be 
increasins public danger enormously by making it very difficult for those 
errors to be co~bated by reason, It seems to me a frightful misttike to create 
such a warping of public opinion at the i:-ery tir.1e the nation needs; more than 
ever before, to stand fimly by the principles of ~homas Jefferson, •• I predict 
that many other kinds of prying besides opening letters will be rarr;,ant if this 
bill is to be effectively enforced. The hearines be..:'ore the Subversive 
Activities Control Board ca:-:not help beinc inquisitions into men's I dancerous 
thoughts. r Conversations wi:..l be reported by participants, so thc.t r..en will 
begin wondering whether it is safe to say anything to supposed friends. People 
will eavesdrop on their neighbors. Secret police will be r.iultiplied, to catch 
all these new crimes. Spies will be introduced under-cove:r into suspected 
organizations in th"' i·wpe of collecting evidence ••• If there was one thing which 
the framers of the :Fi::."St Amend-rent hated a.nd meant to get rid of, it was 
peacetime sedition laws. ,, 




