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House H~arings To :BPgin March 21 

The HousP Committef' on Un-Americ~n Activities is schPduled to begin 
hearings i·arch 21 on thA lTixon bill, (:e.n. 7595). ihis bill h subst,rntially the 
eamo as the t:undt bill in tho Sr.-natP ( S. 2311). Duration of thfl hc"riDcD-S d..­
p~nds upon the rru.nber of ~itnrsscs who nsk to testify. Thf' Un-Amrrican 
Con.,ittco will undoubtPdly follow thP exAI'lplC of tho SPootc JudiciRry Committee 
l"-st yf'ar in rf'quiring thfl.t witnPsscs, ns A. prrcondition to tPstimo1w, stFit<' 
whether thry have held mrmbrrship in thr Cccirn.tnist PRrty or in f.lJlY orgRnizPtion 
listed P.S "eubvf'rsi Vt"11 by thf" Justicf' D,--pnrtoPnt or other Govrrilelcnt og~nciPe. 

Objf'ctivos: The-Un--.AP<'ricl'n Cocni ttcc, which fatherPd the origint\l 
version of the ~undt bill nnd is prcsu::mbly comitted to its enact~ent, un­
doubtPdly hopPs to usr the hearing for thie purposr. Its 1":xprct~tion is thll.t 
0p-oosi tion will be confinPd to ieolA.tf"'d lf'f't-wing groupe. Insto.,,d of drb,:itin g 
the bill on ita oPrits, it ~ill ePck to turn the tr.stinon,y of opponents into 
an inv~stigAtion of t~e orgnnizptions sr~king to tl"stify, whrnl"v~r this is 
possiblf'. 

Strtltl"gy: ihc NPtioru>l Cocoi ttE'c to Df'fent th£- ;:undt 13111 hna A-lrc,t~ 
wired n eclrctf'd group of prominr-nt ir.d.1 viduA.le who hnv~ st,-t.-,d their oppod tion 
to thought-control lPgisl~tion, Psking thrn to cone to Wl"shington to tPetify. 
In each comnuni ty • sic:iili:ir contr-ct should bf" 0c..,d" m th lcP.ding individuals, 
prcfrrPbly of some Mtioml reputPtion, ~ho ~ro qunlifird to discuss thr bill 
on its r.ori ts P.nd not bo sidl"trPckf"'d by thr,. co:ni t+N) 1 s rrd-hrrring intPrro­
gD.tion. The r..ooring can bo turnrd into A boon"r..,r:g l't~Pinst thf' Mundt-Nixon bill, 
if thl" bropdrst possible opposition is prrsentl"d. Unlrss such opuosition is 
mobU ilf'd in thE' field; thE-rc is danger that tho bill •·•.tw b<' rushed through tho 
Houao, Such epl"'cdy House action would concf'ntr~tr pr<'ssurn on the Srnatr, in­
croPsing thr dflngrr of pnssege there. 

Reports of Local Activity 

J'rom the field, reports of organizational work are now coning in to 
the national office. It is urg£d that P.Very CO'Ol1IU.nity ~hich has set up a cit­
izens' committee arrango to Dake P. "1'eckly consolidated rc'Port to the national 
offico of all norlt being done in thHt area • 

.An indicntion of the voluoe of t"Ork nlrcady done throughout the 
country is an estinate, froo figures eupplird this co::nittrc, thpt 30,000 
individual protests have alrcAdy been sent to Congress, the bulk of '?hich wore 
concE"ntrat<'d upon Senate Majority L£>Pdr-r Scott Lucas. Please kPop us posted. 

Rr:pudiation of 11undt Bill Support Begins in S~Mte Judicia.ry Co'.1~ittoc 

As public protests nount. too of th£> 12 s~natP JudiciPry Comittee 
mC!:!lbors nho votrd for the !~unnt 13111 in cornitt0c have now a.nnouncrd thcr ex­
pect to oppose it if it r<"~chcs tho Se!lPtr floor. A third cOO!"littec no:'lbcr, 
while profoseing support for tho bill's gcner~l ni~s, h~s Pxprrsscd 8(>r1ous 
rrsPrVPtions nbout thr inportnnt cri~i?lP.l conspirncy provisions. 

Senator X<'fnuvcr (Don., Tonn.): "In order thnt th<- Sr.UP to cay have 
an 0puortunity of considering this lcgislntion, I hnvc vot0d to rf'Uort it. I 
have gr~vo doubts ns to tho constitutionality in thRt it oay violate g'llP..rantccs 
of frcrdon of th<" prc-ss, spo0ch and individual liberty. I also hpv0 rw.ny 
qurstions And reserv~tions ns to c('\rt~in provisions, csprcinlly those containcd 
in Soc. 4. IP~ nfrrid that Sec. 4, sub-sec. a, is too indefinite for a 
criniMl provision stntuto. 

Soc. 4, sub:-s~c. b, ns now ~ritten, npplirs to scvcrel nillion .APori­
CM citizens, ::,aey of whon (such P.s t~osc rnployod by a privf'ltC corporation 
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where the RFC owns part of its stock) oay not know that they cone within the 
provisions of the section. It oay oake them subject to prosecution for in­
nocently repeating infomation to a representative of a foreign countr~r, even 
though such representative na.,v be of a friendly country and even though they 
may not know it is classified, and even though the conversation where such 
infomation is repeated oay be in thn transaction of l~gitioate busil1£'ss bo­
tw~r-n the two countric~. 

Sec. 4, sub-sec. c, is too drastic and harsh and would linit 
necessary discussions between l'()presentativrs of this country and friendly 
allieso It, for instance, oould autona.tically oako guilty tho Prioe Minister 
of Canada or of :Britain, if thny should attmpt to obtain or r~cP-ivc infor­
mation fron an official of this Govornn~nt, P-vcn though thC'y did not know tho 
information was classifiC'd and not for public uso. 

A full discussion on the floor of the Senate will reveal these and 
many othnr woakncssos of this legislation. Unless several aocndocnts aro 
acbptcd, I shall vote against its final passage and I rC'scrv1: t:ic right to 
votC' for an,y aorndocnts mich I think arr necessary to larn'ully carry out tho 
purposes of this bill with which I agree, n (March 4, 1950) 

Senator Kilgore (Dom." Vl. Va.), ldter to Chairman McC~rran March s, 
1950a On studyingQ over thf' ~ockcmd, the final comtli t toe draft of S. 2311 
that vm.s bcfo:l'o thf' Judiciary Co::ni tton on Saturday after-noon, I en obliged 
to conclude that it -rcnains subject to tho central vice that has ~lways oade 
it a dangerous proposal. It is funda!:lentally a sedition bill andv in the 
hands of a p~cjudiced prosecutor or ootional adr.!inistrationr can be used 
against organized labor and in :fact against othor org?ni£P_tions 1 v,hothor 
churches, fa,ro~ business or any of tho oultitude of legHi:::la.t<' .A.'1oric,:i.n or­
ga.niZRtions against >7hich a hostile prosf'cutor· or a.daini~trntion night mint 
to use it. Srunuol Go!:lpers, mJ.f.m head of thf' jpcricnn FcC:.cmtion of Labor, and 
confronted with more thnn 70 kinds of seditiun bills pegd1ng in Congress, oade 
this fact clear for good and all.. He snid that no oattc:r how a sedition bill 
may be drafted, it Cl'l.n and sonctiors \'iill be used against organized labor. 
He said the language of sedition bills usUAlly looks fair and desir~blo, but, 
used in periods of hysteria, such bills would <'nslavc lFJ..bor anf. should be 
called slave bills. He recogniz~d that tho bills proposed in his tioc were 
directed against the bitterest encni0s of the UL, such as tho ImfSs, tho 
Coo.-ro.nists, and the Socinlista of tho tine: but he SRW thftt, ueC'd first against 
the onc::iies of consrrvativc lnborg a sedition lan, no oattrr how phrased, would 
in tirac bo turned against l~bor also. I hope to send a fuller ~enorA.ndu::l of 
ray views on the current bill shortly. 

Senf'.tor Mae:nuson (Drn., Wfl.sh.) told the press ho opposed tho pro­
visions in Sc ction 4 of the Mundt bill, rclnting to criminal conspiracy II which 
would substantiRlly contribute to the Pstablisboont ••• of a totalit~rian 
dictatorship." Ho said h<' planned to file n oinority rC'port on this SC'ction 
with tho cor:mittr-e, and thought Senator Donnell (Rep., Mo.) would join hie • 
.Although the coi:.u:.iittcc report hA.s not yet bef'!n published, it appC"l.rs thr.t 
considornbly oore pressure froo their constituP-nts will be r~quirod to insure 
that tho Scne,tors actively ol'posr Section 4. 

Other Expressions of Opposition to liundt Bill 

New York BA.r Association: The oxtrooely influontinl ~ssociation of 
the Bar of tho City of ?Te\7 York is now on rC>cord against the Mundt Billo Its 
CorinittC>c on Federal Logislation rrcO!imlcndrd to tho ~ssociation that it should 
"not favor tho cnact~1cnt of So 2311" and reported\) "ThC' cor.:uni ttco •• ~ i B 
unanioously opposed to th<' ena.ctoent of the bill bocpusc of the disapproval of 
tho sedition provisions. A ciajority of thr cocnittcc, howrvrr, also opposed 
thr bill bccnusc of disapprovnl of sonc or all of its othrr provisions undC'r 
existing conditions ..• " On ),iflrch 14, this connitto(' roport was npprov('d 
by thf' associRtion, which is hC'adcd by Robert P. Patterson, fomor Sccrctnry 
of War. 

Mnrquis Childs, colur.mist (i1Rshington Post, Mnrch 14)1 "Senator 
larl 2.iundt of South Dakqta is prrssing hA.rd for thf' Mundt-Nixon bill, which 
would put a strait jackot around an undctcroinod sogncnt of politic,u frco­
dom ••• 'l'heeo Men nnd others likC' then scr~ to distrust frcedoo. They seem 
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to distrust tlH' dc..'locrntic process itself .•• :But tvh0thcr they know it or not, 
the ond they pre driving tou~rd is P stocYAdO in ~hich just about all the 
.A.1<'ricc"m people would finally be confined. 11 

Pa.-.ohlcts .A.vnilablc on l!undt Bill 

The followihg na.tr-ria.1 will be furnished on request by the lTationrl 
Co:.:nittcc to Defont tho Mundt 131112 

3 

HEY, mtOTRER-THEREIS A LA,; .A.GiUFST YOUJ Lnst yoor's pOpul,q,r pru:1'fhlot 
Bgfl.inst the Mundt :Sill hns b<'r-n cooplC>tC'ly rrwritten to conforo \,1th changes in 
this year's bill. It 1s thr- only pnnphlct containing the spC'cific action pro­
posn.ls of th() J:lEl,tional co::uittcc. In addition, it lists- tho principal orgnn­
iz~tions on r~cord ng~inst th<' bill, nnd quot~s cxc<'rpts froo stPt<"r.l0nts o! maey 
individuals nnd organiz4tior.s • .A.vailablcQ 5¢ a copy. 

Hil:ORITY REPORT OF TEE SElTA.TE JUDICIA..'ltY CCl!HITTEE. A r"uri nt of the 
st11.tf'10nt ne.dC' in the Sclllltc by SoMtor wngcr (Rop., lT. I'.e.k.) on Friday• Merch 
10 • 1950• pages 3217-3221. Congr<-ssionnl Record. T:lis report contA.ins a stirring 
prc~~blo denouncing tr-c gcncrnl purpose of tho thou~ht-control bill, and follows 
with a scction-.by..-scction Malysis, tho aost detailed nvail~blc. 10¢ a c0py. 

Excerpts froo th0 Lnngcr stntc~cnt follow: 
11Thia bill, if C::Jl\ct<:d, r;,ould consti tuto tho grPPtcst threat to 

~<'ricr.n civil libf'rtic s since th£' Alic>n nnd S0dit1on Lmvs of 1798. Like that 
bill, it is the product of hysterin nnd fr.,_ntic, unthinking ff'nr. Like the 
bill, it would strike ~t the very foundntions of our drnocr~tic inatitution&­
thr right of tho people to apoak thC'ir ninds, to h£'ar every vfowpoint on public 
quostions, Pnd to associat<' to~cth0r fro0ly to Advance thE'ir connon vif'~s. Like 
that bill, it nE'rits t~1f' opposition of nll r.-ho chf'rish liberty ••• Undor these 
V"lguo powers trade unions f'.nd oth<'r orgnnizn.tions \'Jhich nny scnk to nltcr tho 
status quo or oppose t11is or tr .. nt govcrnncnt policy 1 by l.r:>,n'ul ~1cnns. with no 
ovil intrnt, could be brt>.ndcd ns trni torous n.grnts of foreign govC'rnncnts or 
novc-i0ntso Their nc:-.1bcrs could be rclC'g,,tcd to the position of af'cond-cla.ss 
citizcns-nndo subject to ccononic and sociRl nutlawry. 11 

KiJ,SACHUSETTS A. C.L~ U. BEFORT. hccllc-nt short eun.'1ary of the Hunct 
bill, published by the Civil Liberties union of Massnchusctts. Avnilnblc O 2¢ 
a copy fro:-.1 the NRtion .. -i,l Co~1i ttcc to Dcfcnt th<' 1:undt :Sill. 

Excerpts folloTT: 
"If one politicv..l pE".rty, such ,,e tho CO:lnunist, can b" df'stroyC'd by 

legislation toooy, ot!1cr µolitical pt>.rtiC'B c..,n be put out of cxist<'ncc tonorr°' 
•• This lrTT beconrs thC' instru.:K nt by which CVC''r"'J indcpC'.ndE'nt or unorthodox or 
protest 1:1ovmcnt cnn bo dcstro~rcd •.. Bc~rond question, th<' Supr<nf"' Court would 
rul0 :.lA.ny sections unconstitutional. 1-Tovnrthcless, the bill constitutes an 
cxtretio oonrcc to our libcrti0s. Usunlly S('Vf'r~l yP.,,rs clnpsC' bC'for~ a Supro:ie 
Court decision cnn be obtein0d. Durir.g t:1f\t tic:ic this lnrl i.'OUld have killed 
~nny for.:o.rd-looking orgnnizationr, beyond resurrcction1 br~ndcd cnuscs and 
policies in public <'Sti 'iation bo~.rond rcclnbr T1rcck0d countloas 11':cs. 11 

l'tn;'.00 NEEDED :SY cer:: 'ITTB:"; TO FIG!1T Z.:U?TDT :SILL 

Your nation;,} co-ordir.nting cornitt-" hns the ::iost urgC'nt 11nd irn&-­
di~to nc~d for contributions, large ~nd snnll, to cnnblc it to continue 
activities on tl:<' sc,,.lc I'C'Quirrd. Funds nro needed now, or esscr.tiP.l rrork will 
be jC'opnrdizcd. You -irr· our rr-prc-scnt,,tivc in your wi.--:;unity, ,,nd only throu.e:h 
your <'fforts c~n the ll('C<'Ssn.ry non"y b<' rnis0d. G0t in touc:1 r:i th orge.nizations 
an~. individunla, ,.,s1':in~ for dor.n.tior.s· r<'rJind thr.:1 thnt t"hnt<'vcr C:'\USO is 
closest to their hcnrta will itself be lost if the otrug~lc A.gn..inst t:,o Hundt 
bill is not won. 

For t~c CO!:nittce 

Jerry J. O'Connell, Chairman 

.. • 




