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Asseinhly Ends .. 
By Lee Hubert 

RICHMOND-The Vir5inia General Asse~bly of 
1975 ended February 21. Working people 
accross the state suffered a defeat with 
the rejection of several bills including 
~he nicht of Collective Bar5ainin5 for 
public en~loyees, the Equal Rishts Amend­
ment, Uc-Fault Auto Insurance, and addit­
ional funds for Medicaid. The Assonbly was 
clearly doninated by Governor ~ills Godqin 
as it was in his Denocratic•days. 

Collective Bargaining was frowned u,on 
by a najority and killed in a Senate Con­
mittee. The bill sp~nsored by W\lliard 
Moody, D-Ports~outh, was killed by a 9-6 
vote. A !)Oll ta'.:en by Del, Georre Grayson, 
D-Willia~sburG, of the upper part of the 
Peninsula (a good cross section of Virgi~­
iann) showed that 60~ favored Collective 
Bargaining for public em~loyces, 

A third try at Ho-Fault Auto Insur­
ance fai led."'BU.t 7 4~~ polledi'a.vo~d.. l-l-fAI.. 

A third try at the Equal Rights 
Am~nxlnent died in the Senate and was 
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:avored by 53% polled. 
t bill providing for offshore drilling 

)assed both houses but was rejected by 56~ 
,olled. 
• An ext~ernely moderate land use bill 
,assed the by a 68-28 floor vote. This 
:equired that cities and counties have 
~omprehensive plans by 1980. StronG land 
1 se legislation to protect the enviroment 
Nas favored by 81%. 

A fair canuaign practices act 
- which would i~~ose 

l inits on cam~ai~n snendi~~ and contibuting 
- ~ - d. 

died in the house but was favored by 87p 
polled. 

97% of the peo~le polled favored full 
disclosure re~uirements for all lobbying 
activities. However, this bill was killed 
on the House floor. 

A bill re~uiring a deposit on all soft 
drink arid beer containers was killel' altnoug}~ 
favored by 85% polled. 

More funds for Mee:caid were denied, 
however1 an additional $710,000 was appro­
priated for the Bicentenial Center at York­
town. 

A fen peti reforns were passed:decriminal-
ization of drunkeness and the authorization of 
the use of school buses to trans~ort the tlged 
to cultural a~d recreational events during 
non-school use hours, 

"When you kee, votins for the lesser of the 
two evils, after a while you will find that 
there is nothing left but the evil of the evil." 

Dick Gregory-~ent st~te University, 1~71 

PLEASE. IF YOU HA 'IL HOT DOT8 SO, LET US KHOW 
IF YOU. \1/0ULD LI'.{E TO :SE° O:: OUR HAILING LIST, 
IT IS FREE, WE SURVIVZ OH :OO!{ATIONS. 

- • :d: ftnM: 

une aspect of the theatre of politics which most dis­
turbs· ·me is the extent to which much of the public acceptE 
as real the posings of political actor~. it seems that 
most folks, including many leftists, are unable to per­
ceive conflicts at the highest levels of power for what 
they are: struggles between rival faction~ of a ruling 
elite. ~articularly, when the position of one sid0 can 
be seen aD being better in our pwn ter~s, we tend to idcr.­
tify ourselves and our interests with that sic~, and to 
define its representatives as our ovmo 1his producca a 
very odd collection of" good guys": l:cGovern, r.eri.nedy, 
rtichardson, ~in, all our 11friends 11 because they, for 
their own purposes, opposed our eneley' 1dxcn. J. !l".aintain 
that this dichotomy is invalid. 

une example of my point is to be seen in the carrent 
controversy over the ~.1.A. A distinction is being drs~n 
for ua betVieen the .t'Of>t-natergate-.r11orc:.li ty crowd, fec1~ur­
:!.ng present CIA Director Colby and iit:1c~1 of ~ongress, V5. 

JJic~ Helms and the 1~ixon moo. unquestioru.bly, bot~1 
Dicks i'iere unbearable pigs who directed and iripl 1.':ner1::~(t 
intolsr:1ole policies. 1.,ertainly, it is progressivo ~:1s.t. 
these, men and t!'leir activities are exposed and con-:·d:u'1e1d. 
Iht ~hat of 1,;olby? I::. he really Jet.':)rVi°-5 of a 'l1hj_1:,~ 

hat·:- ls }.3 actuE.lly ·1or-king for our best int::.r~$to: 5r 
i:, he .motiva.ted by so:na less wort:zy par:,ose of his c.in. 
A look into his oackgro"J.!ld woulj prove help:i'JL 

J.J.ke .-nost of CIA I s leacters'-ti:.), {;-:>lby 1.1~nt fro:.i 1vy 
Lwag-,.Hi (:?ri.nc.~t?n, 140) t,o 11iiild Bill"' Donov~n 1s u~s in 
.i,iII. After th• war, a Columbh 1-.!u d ~JT •;., l<J:l to ~ job 
·dth Donovan 1s New York law firr.i, ~1hbh Golby left in 
1950 to co:n:-::enco a C:iNer- in t;IA1s Cl.c.nd'!stimi ~ervice, 
A eeries of covert 1,;IA jc,o.s 110n the ste.f.t 11 of Vilrio-~ 
U.S. emb~s~ia.:l 1~-.1 1.iolby !.n 1959 to Vi-~tnz..i1, to be th:i 
focui of his -::?ffor~s for more t:1.:.., a dee ado. niter .3 
y(.;ir3 in Saigo,., b~ co.1i~ <.;IA. statio:1 ch!.wf; :-ie return-
ed to u.ngle-f, Va. hoadquart~rs as chief of tho tar East 
Div•, overs~cing th~ extensive Ci.A ~perations ia Vietne.110 
In 1968 Colby ~turned to vietnam. to head the u.s. 
"pacificatio~" program, on• outstanding feature of ~hie~ 
was up,ration rhoeni.."t, designed to "neutralize th~ infra­
st:-uctur"" ot the Viet Co~. In describi..'13 Operation 



Phoenix, Franc•a Fitzgerald ~Fire in the J..&ke, P• 411-414, 1 

vint.J aays: "The program in effect eliminated the cu:nbcl""' 
some category of 'civ ilfan •; it gave the GNV (So. Vietnam 
gov 't forces), and initially th" American trc,>ps as well, 
license and justification for th~ arrest, torttire, or 
killing of anyone in the country Q • • • '.1.ho Phoenix program 
permitted them to indulgo in all the practices classical t .. '"' 
to an irresponsible secret police." The program was quite 
a success; the goal set for 1969 was 20,000 neutr&.11z~d 
Viet Cong; GNV officials reported 19, 534 neutralized.· 
·1'hat u.S. intelligence perceived no reducUon in active 
Viot Cong agents, and'that only 2)% of th~se arrested were 
sentenced, led nany to conclude 11that a large percont~e • 
or the 'neutralized agents• were simply poopl~ whom the 
Yhoenix agents horded in and out of the police statione • 
in order to fill their quotas." Unfortun.?.tely, one~ird 
ot the arrested suspects had been killed in th~ "neutral­
ization proees~." In reward !or 4iqi4.rs of similar 
15\lccess t,;olby was made head of ~IA's entire clandestine 
service; operation in 19'!1. He wa.s appointed Director 
of CIA in J&ay, 1973. 

J.t 21eem8 incongruo·:.1B t.o sao, aepiring to tmi role ot 
Mr. upcnness, one with so secretive and oliody a pa:rt.. 
Tho aituation also calb into question the mottvation3 of 
those 1n Congrou and the presa who now cry murder at 
revelations of t.:IA crimes., b-.it \tic only 2 years ago allowed 
Colby to be appointed Director or t.:IA, though having full 
knowledge of his cr:i.ninal r~c::n•1. J::Sasic~lly, it leads 
me to conclude that Colby• s .much praised openness, and 
much of th• 11.moral outrage" shown by Congr~se and the 
presa, is merely an act, an act of politic~ e.xp~diency 
in respon~e to a specific;politi~~l situation. 

rlo should be pleaaed to !ee much of ~IA•s past bared, 
to hear popular indignation over th• aetiviti~s of ttelrr,.s 
and ~i.Ja:>n and th•1r accomplices. wt, ao to Colby and 
the powerful new critic:, of ~IA, we must be cautious. 
l'hese peoplB are not "of Uil"; thei:r inte-restt may but in­
cidontally concur uith ouru. 'J.'he nost -,,e, a• lert!.sts, 
ca., safely do with them is to guardedly encourage t.~eir 
efforts, ever rer:dnding ourselves that they are potentially 
as dangerous aa thoee we mntuall:, attack. The ener;v of ~? 

ene:ey is not necossari]J' m:, friende 
~-- must never ac:::ept (.;olby1s assurances that 11thing.s 

are different now11
; however dii'feront the situation ap­

pf'!ara to be at this inste:1t, the :no:aent v,e turn O"JJ' heads 
"thing:1 11 lWill revert to their prior form. ·.rho covert 

"f 
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I operations, the spying on U.S. citizens, the 11dcstabiliza•l~ 
tion" of uncooper,tive govornmen!.~., the 11neutralization 11 . 

of innocent peasant8, these are part of ~olby'a repertoire, 
oart of the U.S. government's arscnalo lf they are allOl'fed 
to be used again, they shall bo used; the will i& ~here, 
the t.:olbys and ttelms are there. The tusk we face 10 to 

! make certain that the U.S. govern:nent never again ha~ the 
•• secrecy they need to perpetrate these crir.les on, here and 

abroad. ~ ) 
See: Frances r'itzgerald, !"ire in the Lake, ~Vintage, ... 2.25 
- Marchetti & .Marks, CI.A and the Cult of 1ntellje~nce, 

\Dell, 11.75; . 
\Vise & Rosa., 'J:he .LnVisible u0vernment, \V:.i.nta.ge, $1.95) 
Wisw., 'fhe Politics of J.qing, (Vintage,~2.25) 

Harrington 
-;Jy Lee Eubo:r. .. ~ 
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Social Security Taxes aGseced only on the 
first $14,000. 

Harrin~ton stated that the incre2se 
in edacat.ional bencfi ts 11

i1P.ko you run fast­
er to stay in the sa::.e ~lace, He noted. that 
the reason nhy socialis:1 has yet to ~ake 
deeD roots iq the Anerica~ political scene 
iG ~ecause Anericans are indoctrinBted with 
the idea that II anybody can become President 
of General !Ioto rs II or be tc::c irno ·:m as the 
11A:1e:::-ican D!'.'c2.n". 

Earrineton ended his s~eech by statinG 
that nhat ne need ir. A~:1erica t0 1mild social­
isn is 11a liberal uresident in 1976": This 
is ~here the Sociaiist Party nenbers attendinc 
found thenselvcs in disacrecnent nith Harrin~­
ton and also his nor~lnc ~ithin a party con­
toled by ca-)itc1.list. A "socialist !)rcsence" 
withi~ e ca;italist ~arty is another kind 

r. II. ; D a- II or an ~nerican re n • 
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u I want to join the S09ialist Party. 

Q I want to speak( with a menber~· 

p Please send ::1ore i:-;::o:::cma.tion, 

a Keep neon your ~ailin3 list, 

0 I do~'t want your left-wine crap. 

!·! A!-1 Et •. ' •• t t • t ••• I •• , • I •• 1 ••• ' t •• t • 
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Letter, 
Dear Virginia Socialist, 

I roc5.eved a COT_>Y of the Virr;inia 
Socic>.list today and thin:~ its just great, 
Keeu ne on you:c nailing list, I vrould li'.~e 
raor~ info on the 1irBinia Socialint Party 
and hon to becone a nenber. Also, I an a 
Gra~~ic Arts student and would be ~lad to 
hel~ with ti1e Vir,,Girlia Sociallnt if heJ.~1 
is needed, 

Yevin ?!aloof 
Chester, VirGinia 

Do2.r L8e and everyone else ·.rith -t.!10 jirr:i1~_!: 
Social:i..st, 
----I-re·c11i ved your nerrsletter and enjoyed 
readine it innensely. I write a colunn for 
ViIN Fte.:;azine 2.nd :ilan on nen·::-ionins it in 
the next issue. Ifo~,e that you cet a fc;r ii·.-
q_uiries. 

'.i:'he only H Ail ~er son I I:noYI in Vi rc;i nic>. 
l~ves in Petersburc, and I'n sure that he 
Tiould ~e ~nterestcd in what you a~e u~ to, 
Unfortunately, I've loot hio address. I 
wrote to !:at:i.0112.l :;Ari and as::ed then for t:10 
con~lete contact list f6r Vir3inia, ~hen I 
cct-it r ~ill :or~ard it to you, 

I also ~rite roaularly for Gr~cs ~ootc, 
the nonthly )Ublic~tion of the People~ party 
(1404 rr Sb.·cet ;rw, 1.'lc1,shin-:;ton, D.c.). If you 
h2.vc not already done so, I uouli suG~·cst 
+-~~+ ·~o't c,_t-,,.0•1r,A1 y COP('""'~ r]r:-,,,.... ;y_,_,..., .... l.· 11.· n.t·~ a,... 'f" ... ~ t,!, 

VJ..c;,., V ,J \. .._. - ; _.,_ •-.j- _ _,_ .,_ - - - ' • ..... •4 

the ?eo-:-ilc' s -:>2.rty o \'ihile you or 0°~ho::0 :)::' 
the SP nay not o.5rce i'ii th evci-:· 111<'.n'.~ i,i t:,o 
::,:i...2. t:o r:1, it i G tho rouc;hly de:10 era tic 2.i1d 
ha3 junt nithin the last ye~r declared it­
self socie..list (nee John Acher's article in 
one of the recent issues of Eanner 2.:1ci 'l'o:1::;s). 
It ~-s a coalition of sn2.ll nn.rties lif-:e the 
Socialist party o: Virginia rfuo are socialist 

7 



anci. denoc1·atj_c a:1d, .as a re::;ult, face rcnrcss­
ion fron the c2.~it2.list state. I'm a me:-l1Jc1• 
of the Peo::ile' s Pa:cty and. t:1c SP, as a:-:e a -
number o-±: other :!)eople, Sid Lens is one of 
the nain orcanizers in Chicaco, Dr, Snoct 
and one of our city co~ncil n8o~le he~e in 
D.C, were th~ candidate~ in ~72~ If you ever 
:!)Ut it on the a~enda total~ about, let ne 
kno~ and I'll be clad to co~e doTin to ex~ 
plc.in affiliation anc. t::e 31a:-cty a li ttlc 
beter. 

Brian Doher:-cty 
Vlashint;ton, !) • C, 

·, 
More committed to the next-generation 

th:in to--th.:: next election ~ ' • 

A three month free trio I subscription 
to Gross Roots , the national publica­
tion for the People's Party is available 
by writing to: 1404 M Street, NW, 3rd 
floor, Thomas Circle, Columbia 20005 

I I 
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i-he Socialist Par~y - VA 

Socialist P~~ty-U.~,l. 
National O::fice 
1012 i:, '.1.'l:j_:,-:~. St::cct 
Suit 311 
Hil~~u~ce, ~inconsin 
5320:i 
(t,JA-216-0;" 3) 

Ch2..rlottesvillc 
c ~ Tony Stisliano 
l 70l Rosse:-:. Ave 
Ant, l 
C~arlottesville, v~. 

;'.orfol'< 
c ~ Joh~ Vcrnol~on 

Socialist pa~ty of Vircini~ 
State O::'::'ico 

') 18 ·,'j, P l'i ~Ce S::; 
A;,_ ,,_c Ild.. 

:~o~fol::, v2.. 

?;;507 
220 H. Boundary St. 
\'! i 11 i a r: s bu~-.:; , Vi~ c~ i !"_ i 2. 

23185 
(801,-229-2137) 

Lo c2.l :ti ch:\O ad. 
c ·o i'iayne Youn:; 
1124 W, Gracs 3t, 
A:::>t, 9 
Rj_ch!10!1cl, Vl:,:~j_nia 
23221 
(80~L-:<S5-S759) 

Metro Colunbi~ Local (IT, Va.) 
1132 ?.5i:.h st. ·ri•r 

Washinr;ton, :).C. 
(202-232-1372) 

:-r o rti1~·re s:, ori1 Yi'!: ::i ::.ia 
Socialist Con~ittee 
c _.'o Ly:1.dc', ·::illi:1,n:!12.n 
Rt, 2 3o:: 365 
Be:>~ryvilJ.c, ·..ro. 
22 61 }. 

( 30.!1,-62 5-J_ 5 ;j 6) 



• Sky-rocketing inflation ... 
• A sudden scarcity of \'ital goods ... 
• The economy of the nation's great 

cities thrown into chaos ... 
• Av.erage Amcricar.s fighting to make 

ends meet while a handful of rich 
and powerful families add to their 
fortunes withoyt lifting a finger ... 

• One government tax scheme after 
another ... 

• High salaried government bu­
reaucrats coddling to special in­
terests ... 

• Politicians mouthing empty slogans 
of concern for America and Amer­
icans ... 

o A cLange of m~n in high places with­
out a change in policy ... 

• The leak of secret government 
papers showing corruption and de­
ceit at the highest leYels ... 

Sound famiJiar? It should. 
This is America in the 70's. 
The 1770's. 

• • • • • 
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·BOYCOTT 
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~ON'f:' s l='fH?fa 
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GUILD vJ/Nf:.5 

No"' - u FW i-E""TT1Jc.e 

1'iot-1-vFW 6flAPfS 

SUPPORT THE 
FARMWORKERS 
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