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Dear Friend:' 

Published by Jews for Urban Justice (J.U.J,) 
636 A Street, S.E., ~Jashington, D.C. 20003 

Unless you·•ve made a contribution to J.U.J. recentlyt this, unfortunately, will 
be your last newslatter, We're s.orry but the task of printing, addressi'ng ancf 
mailing the newsletters to the.no~.w~ll ofer 500 pebple, who receive it, is just too 
much! If you have made a contribution recently and find yourself hot receiving 
anything a ~onth from now, please call or write us. We're asking pedpl~ to pay a 
minimum of $5.QO/year ($2.00 if you're a student) to cover the cost of the newsietter 
and other mailings. 

Make yo4r c.heck out to."Jews for Urban Justice" and mail it· to: Fran Schteiberg, 
1310 New Hampshtre t:,.ve, N.\·J., Washington, D.C. 

We also e~pect to publish a newsletter designed to co-ordinate Jewish Activist 
organizing efforts across the country. The newsletter, which wilf be called 
The International Jewish Conspiracy, will be sent to people interested in organizing 
or involved in ·starting Jewish activist groups. If you're interested in receiving 
the newsletter, ~ention ~hat to Fran also. • • 

.·/ , 
Shalom, r , , 

Mike Tabor 

* •*• I ('l 

Listed below are o~\y the essential meeting dates.' F,~'r
11 

lnformation 
data, call 546-1825 or 424-2836. ..,; 1 .: ; 1 ir• 1 

• • 

*-ii-
or other 

1 : • \ r' ! 

Su~day, April 27 

{ . t l ' {' l • ,1 

J,, ., f("' I 

'' '1 ('\ /' ' ' , ( 

. . 
1 ' .. 

New Left Seminar on "Overview 1of.icJllnleric·an·S<>ciety f'ro~ the 
Women1 s Liberation Perspective", led by Sue Orrin. Religious 
Action Center, U.A.H.C., 202,7, Massachuiiet-t:.s:Ave. ,N.W. For 
further information, call Fran Schreiberg, 296-2969. 8:00 Pr·m· ... 

' • • '.it • ~ ·•. ~. t I I n ·1 1 r r ,Ji .,. 

Monday, Aprit i2~• :' , •• J;~'isl/ Studi~s ;~~ina~ c~t the hon1e of Rabbi.(H~r~.~d' 1wli,i~J';' •. ,.,'/, ~'~ 
. ·inn· J , , 3040 ,Q, ,St~~et., N, W. ,.,3.33-3972. FCir information,- tall Joe 1 . , 

. Rab;Ln,, 6;3i~;-6~l3. Sp._111. ' ,, • 1 

,\1 .J ) 1 ) • ' • • , • • I I/ • ~Ii ' 

••I :. 

,. j ! 

,, 1zi • 
I 'f r,r 

• '"' l 
b.! r.1 

: r·' 

Sat., May 3 ~PJh i.r;tyi;~es everybody to a PAR'IY at the home ofl Sharlene 
f I 1'! 

Kr~~z_, P.~f>1A St-reet, S.E1, 546.1825. ·8' p,m~ ·• 

Monday, May 5 
' •1 l • t I I ,I • ) 

,11 ~ ' . I . <":lfU i 

}!-!-r, bu~iness 1 meeting at .,the ·home of Susati ·Pogash, 201 I St. ,s .. w .. _
1 

., . 1 r 
Ap._t"r 142. ,Phone: 554-7:766. 8,•p.m~.1 

'I 

Tuesday, Ma§1 i;""'~··' 
J ;. 1!J ' ',1 ' (') 

New Left Seminar on "An Overview of American Society: Rac1sm" 
leq J;,y Sµe Strauss. ,Rd igious Action Center, UAHC, 2027 Mass. , , 

Monday, May 12 

Tuesday, May 13 

Monday, May 19 

Ave., N.!J. 7:30 p.m. 

Jewish Studies Semi,na_r_ ~l;_Ra_bpi H~r~ld White.,i 8 p.m. 
i 

, . ,N~w ~~.ft. Seminar on "Ovenview -of American Socie'tf from an 
.... ·\ I • ,1 J ' I r ·1 .. l 

,i· -~,.,Ecqno.mist,•.~ Perspective"; led by Robb Burlage,_ Religi~µs: .. , 
Action Center, ·uAHC, 2027:Massachusetts Aye.,N.W., 7:30 p,m . 

.. For j..n.for_mation or subsequent seminars, call Fran Schreib~rg, 
•. f l • I , J , 

l96_7 ~9f>9.; . • i • •. J 

JUJ business meeting at the horn~ of Henry Godfrey, 3016 
Dunbarton Street, N.W.(Bet.N &O 'Apt. 84, 338-5717, 8 p.m. 

I 

' )· 

Monday, May 26 

Monday, June 2 

Jewish Studies Se inar,at Rabb. Harold •lhite's. 8 p.m. 
: f \ j , ,, 

, 
1 r I 

~UJcb4siness meeti~g at the home of Joel Rabin, 800 4th St., S.W. , j 

/),P1~•-m~609,, ,638-·6313. 8 p.m. 
f I 't \ 

I •1 •1 t 

I 
, f) ' • ' / • t ,: 

• \ :1 

,,. 



·:.-:2-

THE.: FREEDOM,· SEDf'.R 
- --. •• • ·-·-- -------·----:- --- ·•·- __ . _ . ··- _ _ r· :i t'.· : , , . 

The, JUJ_ l~pon~ored Fre~dbm' SedeT was···.a~·:siicc·e~-s!. ··-·'fh.?"~~:-4;1s in.Y-o:~-'li!~~ _j!,1 __ -··· .. 
organizing_ -it. received a lot of satisfaction from the results There· :.<n1e,·-.however, 
a number q_f ihfogs-which"w.ere·_n9:t..:.~!11entione4, in ahy of the articles (see the 
attached Village Voice article) that ~iglit ·b"e-·of-some-·in-ter-e£t. . .. 

First, we received ·wides\frea.d .1p,ress coverage. . l.n addition to the local press 
and the wire. s'e·t){~'es, New YorRruny·radio station i/BAI -~~dJJfe'd the'event li,ve. 
The National Canadian Broadcasting ·Gompany filmed the se

0

der
00

for a SpEicial 30-minute ~)',; 
prime-viewing ti~~ TV _broadC;ast. ¢WelwiH h~ye. ~ 16 ri~.1iifo'.'8f 'the sedetiavaii.lable , ; , v· 
for people who w~re:not able to attend.) ,,;.•· _· • '. '' ··,rf • _.:-,, 1,-

Second, there was 'a1 'nu'd-J d'iversity of-,people at. ta,e_ sede'r_, In 'addid.6nc·to 1-1,,. 
0 . ,~- j ( • - • .. \ 

students,. n,.on-stu_dents, hippies, black militants, there were many young· profe<ssional•1?1,1J. 
and white middle· class'~uburbarfit'es. Also, ia -group of orthodox Yeshiva studen,ts, _ h· 
walked several £1!ile~ from their suburban ne.ighborhoqds J:hrough the ghetto ("y.aqnulke. 
and ali) to a;Ae:na 1

•••• '.t'he_'_C'ori'trast o.f ...the ,old and the_,.
1

y.'oµ~g. -~he religious· a:nd.::tihe.,,/ ,;: • 
non-teligi,,qus',· was reaify·beat.idful 1!0: ' •• :. ·,: ,. • •• , __ ,_, ·".:, • 

Fit1a1'1y·, tl'le_fac't thit We 't>tere able to S)Onsor th,e;~egef 'wli'dii we were.·in•the' •. :,;··, 
red and had no real financfal support was imptes.siVEl,, ~ }rhef.~'~ra.1 'hundr.ed'·_do.!.~1'..S_.:.i_ )(1 

needed was taised through thirty-five small donations of money 'and dozens of ;:r;·--~~ 

donations of honey caket wine, food, etc., We weren't sure that we1 d 1get that·type-; ~·J, 

of s pport and were 1>re1>ated· to'take the money out of our pockets if necessary. 
r.fa avoi~ep fund .. taising .'pieas and any obligation on the part of people coming, 
except enjoyment a.f'ld'' s'j:>ifi tual· 1 uplifting, : , , ;,, .. , , . 

tn the entl, we a11 felt happy, 1 think w~ ccrntributed, something t6 th~ i,,,~t=<U 
community ahd something to ourselves. Plans are already be.ing made for-- he·x-t" : :-:• ,BJB': 

year's seder. If you l14ve ahy sugges.tion,s, r.evisi~ns, criticism, plea-se write: 
Mike Tabor --- ••••• · ·· --~·-. 

' .1 ": 1 -' ;_: ., ' • ., , :• ·10~3 9 Nb ian; ,D.d ve 
;._.,_r•,'-' ··::• ·Rdckville-,;-Md, •. 2,d850 .''";•,i:·, ;,:11 •t•.hrr:.:, 

Also, I have a: few more cdp•ies' o:£-~the ',~ H~gg&µcih.,
1 

'. 
1'tf .f.ou'd liKe some, they're 

sold 'for $
0

1.00 ap'iece'or ten-'fon.-f$6.00,,· Hz;it.,e me' if 'yciu1'd like ·t·o receive some 
(and make y~ur: check out to Jews for Urban justice):· ~-t •• 

I 't·,1; ·1: .. ; ;:-i'",f 1 \.-.'·t ·!, , 

• BANKING FROJEC T ~ SURGES A~EAlf •: ! .' ·' 
, ,.J ·).; 

•: i 

r,... ·, ·-. 
The bank~ng project has decided on a set of long'-ri,{~ge g61.'ts'· and has begun its 

research irlto' l✓ashihgtOtY1 •s bil.tiking' S.~~•U,P, • . '. < . . . . . 
. • t , I .,. _j • ~ t ~ \, r J , • . 1 

The project would hope lo.,l')' get tnor~ _'good'. ))finks Jn_, Wa:_~H~jl·gton; 2) get ·more ,,c 
Jewis_h ip,-, tit9tion~ to bank with good banks; and 3) educate peopte to be se lee tive 
an·d ·info'imed 'as to! whete 'tihey bank and how t,he~r money is used. 

• ' : I 
The Project has met with Len Vogel,, a b~rd member of ~the lndependenc·e ·Federal-,.,,·, 

Savin&.~ .,a1'.d Loan; has begun contacting chairmen of synagogue sdc'ial action committees 
to int~f.e'st them in' the Pi'f6'ject; has 4<>.J'l.-e. r~search on the policies of the U.S. 
Savi~g~· 1and Loan lnstit'ution.:League'.afld-tl}.e.Nati<;>nal.$avirigt 1ari'd Loan League,' as,.• • ,. 
well as the Federal Home Loan Bank Boaro (which r,e

0

gui~t~s savings and loan institutions); 
and is preparing to make inquiries as to wher~ synagogues and·other Jewish community. 
institutions ·bank. -:•.·, '. · • 

The sessions are on \-Jednesdays. Contact Sharle~~- • for ~ore informa ti-bn ,(546-1825, 
or 225-3 1~3°11) ··•· 

• IS JEWISH .EDj:.{;-4'-:TlOt-; RE¥VANT?. 
·:-·1. 

A meeting of area teenagers will be -h~l-d Sa~u~d~y, April 26 at the Religious 
Action Center of American University. The topic for disc-~s'~·ion--"Jewish Education: 
ls it relevant? If not, why not.?,. What do we want. to do about it?" 

Several youths have expressed to JUJ their concHn''•aoout this issue, and they 
are involved in preliminary organizational work for' the m~eting. For further 
information; cal 1 DfanePhil lips, 387-1635 . 

. J. JUJ PAR'I'( 

JUJ will give a party at the home of Sha.~l~ne K:ran~·;, 636,'A Street, S.E., 
Washington, D.C. on Saturday, May 3 at 8:00 p.m. A -donation wlll help pay for 
this newsletter, other mailings, and the new program,s. The party will provide a 
good chance to meet the active members and others of the Washington community. 
It will only be successful if each person who hears ebout it comes and brings 
others. For more information call Paul Ruttkay, 525-2679. 
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Jews for Urban Justice 

Passover in 
This Year 

the Ghetto: 
in Washington 

by Judith Coburn 

WASHINGTON, D. c.-Most 
of the white stores in the 
ghetto-what the blacks call "Jew 
stores "-were closed Friday and 
adorned with posters of Martin 
Luther King. These merchants 
were thinking of !mother 
annivenary--t year ago the first 
rebellion in the nation's capital 
broke out. The Diatrict'a black 
mayor, Walter Washington, was 
t.binkmc o! it too. He mobilized 
U:a ~ Guard and spent the 

:arlul nmembrances of 
Lethe at mlliea 

z:s abari.n:i 

It began like any other seder: 
"Barukh atah adonai elohenu 
melekh haolam boray p'ri 
hagafen. Blessed art thou O Lord, 
our God, King of the Universe, 
who createiit the fruit of the 
vine." But the ritual at Lincoln 
Temple, a black, Protestant 
church in the ehetto, was 
anything but typical. White 
radicals, rabbis, and black 
organizers broke matzoh together 
and recited a Freedom Haggadah, 
which quoted such "prophets and 
shofetim" u Eldridge Cleaver, 
Martin Buber, Hannah Arendt, 
and A. J Muste. Everyone was a 
rabbi Friday night-Topper 
Cattw, who runs a black arta 
CP!lter for teenagers, Reverend 
O,aooing Phillips, the first black 
ca:::iu

0

at.ed for President of the 
-lats, and Arthur 

author of the 
Ht.~::ah. OCficiatinc 

BridDer of 
Aociolll Hebrnr 

Euold 

Also participating were 700 
Washingtonians-the Free 
Community, government 
employes, members of the Black 
United Front, free lance radicals, 
a welfare mother or two, and 
assorted suburban Jews, nervous 
to be deep in the ghetto on the 
night of a predicted riot. 

*** 
"As the tradition says .•• 'this year 
we celebrate hen,, but the next year 

- hope to cell!brate in the land of 
llrael' ••. But were we sittmc 
tonicht In Jerusalem, we mould sWJ 
ay. 'Next year in Jerusalem.' This 
year all men eat as aliens in a land 
not wholly them; Dl!xt year we 
hope all men will celebrate in 'the 
land of I.szael that •• in a •odd 
made one and a world made tree.•" 

Arthur Waskow (or Rabbi 
Waskow as his friends called him, 
even before he went into 
Haggadah writing), like many 
radicals who are Jews, used to 
iwociate Jewish tradition mostly 
with his childhood. It wa&D't that 
he didn't feel Jewish any more; 
it's just that he's other things 
now: an expert on disarmament 
and police, a radical, a utopian. 
Like many religious utop1ans, 
Arthur Waskow thinks in 
symbols. He rarely lets an 
opportunity go by to turn an 
event into an organizer of people. 
He also recently turned 35. 

"The idea of the Freedom 
Seder came partly out of that 
birthday," Waskow recalls. 
"Turning 35 in this coi..ntry is 
like becoming a man-you 're no 
longer draftable." (Waskow was 
reclassified by bis Baltimore draft 
board for turrung in bis card at 
the Justice Department October 
16, 1967 .) "In a funny way, I 
bep.a to think about bavine. bar 

'trfa.b to celebrate. Another 
C.-ia--' - ,,.,, .. s• 



IPassover 
in the Ghetto 
Coniinued Jrom pqe J 
thing was that being 35 really 
confirmed my not being part of 
the student movement, and I 
began to look for other 
communities to organize." 

The bar mitzvah never came 
off but Waskow got involved 
with a group of young Jewish 
radicals like himself-Jews for 
Urban Justice (JUJ), who were 
organizing around the issue of 
racism in the Jewish community. 
h the anniversary of Martin 
Luther King's death and of the 
w~ rebellion approached, 
and Wakow realized it would bJ.l 
during PU10ver, be began to 
write the Haggadah. 

The idea in his head, and 
JUJ's, was to turn the traditions 
of Judaism back on • the Jewish 
community: to attract young 
radicals and shake up the 
conservative Jewish financial 
interests by stressing themes of 
liberation and resistance in 
Judaism and then demanding the 
community live up to them. What 
evolved was a Freedom Seder 
.vitb civil rights songs, strands 
from the labor movement 
("Moses had to go back and 

I identify himself with his enslaved 
people-organize them into 

; brickmaker's union number 
one"), discussions of violence and 
black liberation, and writings 
from the Warsaw uprisings. (One 
innovation went against the grain 
of some radicals there-Waskow 
had a girl begin his seder with the 
traditional "why is this night 
different from all others"). 

By the Friday of the service, 
Waskow had sold hundreds of his 
Haggadah, Freedom Seders were 
being held all over the country. 
and the Haggadah had even been 
translated for a group of radical 
French Catholics. Seven hundred 
people were jammed into Lincoln 
Temple, many of them the kind 
of young Jews who don't even 
try to fake Hebrew. Young men 
sported stocking caps as 
yarmulkas, and hand clapping 
freedom songs gave way to 
Hebrew prayers. Police sirens 
drown_ed out parts of the service, 

and worshipers exchanged 
knowing, worried glances. Rabbi 
Brickner and Reverend Phillips 
vied for the award of best 
stand-up comedian of the night 
(Brickner: "Everybody get a big 
chunk of horseradish. Boy, after 
three aeders, it gives you 
you-know-what." Phillips, 
shouting over the police sirens: 
"There goes the 11th plague.") 

*** 
"If we were to disum the nadom 
bui not to end Ule brutality with 
which the police aitack black 
people in some countzl.ea ... it 
would not be sufficient ..• if we 
were to end outrlcht police 
brutality but not to prevent some 
people from wallowin& in luxury. 
while oiben auved, ti would not 
belUfficient.'' 

The Washington Board of 
1l'ade debated all week whether 
to close the stores in Washington 
as a memorial to Martin Luther 
King. It is the peculiar politics of 
Washington, D. C., that the idea 
would have been considered at 
all. But it is also the peculiar 
politics of this colonial city that 
such a demand ("if the Man 
could take off three days for 
Eisenhower, we can take off one 
for Martin") by militants and 70 
per cent of the citizens who are 
black was turned down. Except 
for the ghetto stores, closed in 
terror, white busine86Dlen were 
united. One Jewish chain store 
manager summed it up: "Friday 
is our best pre-Easter sale day. 
Besides, there wouldn't be any 
guarantee the shutdown would be 
universal so all businessmen 
would be equally affected." 

Jews for Urban Justice 
thought the stores should b& 
closed. So did Arthur Waskow 
and a group of white radicals who 
wrote letters to the downtown 
stores. But few stores closed, and 
one "liberal" responded by 
threatening to take anyone who 
tried to disrupt business to court. 
("I'll contribute the proceeds 

from the litigation to the Martin 
Luther King Memorial Fund," be 
wrote.) Thia wasn't the flnt time 
JUJ has gone after the big Jewish 
businessmen. La.at year they 
forced the bead of Giant grocery 
stores a well known bl>eral Jew, 
to sto~ selling California grapes in 
all the stores in his chain. 

JUJ started two years ago with 
a group of young Jews who had 
been involved in SNCC, MFDP, 
and CORE during the early '60s. 
They came together out of a 
concern about race and poverty, 
and a somewhat lesser concern 
about black anti-Semitism. The 
white radicals among them, all 
out of college, knew they had to 
start working in the white 
community. It was to Jews 
themselves and their activities in 
the ghetto that JUJ turned about 
the problems of black 
anti-Semitism. They helped 
mobilize suburbanites for the 
Poor People's Campaign and 
threatened a sit-in at the Jewish 
Community Council until the 
Council agreed to let PPC use 
their facilities. 

Most of these activities have 
aroused the ire of the largely 
professional Jewish community 
in Washington, scathing 'editorials 
in the local Jewish Week, crank 
calls for JUJ leader Mike Tabor, 
and scores of new, young 
members. Tabor and his group 
feel they're fighting the "don't 
rock the boat" attitude prevalent 
among middle-class Jews. "But, 
of course," Tabor adds, "the 
recent accusations that the Jews 
went like lambs to the slaughter 
under Hitler, do arouse Jews 
from their apathy. But it's always 
anti-Semitism, or the specter of 
it, not the vast inequities in the 
system, that they focus on." 

Tabor doesn't deny black 
anti-Semitism exists, but focuses 
on trying to fight Jewish slum 
landlords and storekeepers who 
gouge the blacks in the ghetto. 

He's done some work bringing 
black radicals who see radical 
whites as possible allies to _t,llk to 
Jewish groups. But JUJ, like the 
Freedom Seder they sponsored, 
focuses on Jews, and not at 
changing blacks' attitudes. The 
group has grown fast, and Tabor 
has been talking to the vast 
supply of Jews in the movement 
about getting back to their roots. 
The seder experience and these 
talks led to a national conference 
April 4 to 6 in Philadelphia to 
talk about Jewish organizing. 

*** 

The struale was "not 
when shofet Eldridge C1-
'it was dme for blacks to .,. 
sweep through the Harlem >.. 
like a wave of locusts, brealdi. 
screaming, bleedine, la~ 
crying, rejoicing, in a jubilee of 
destmction ... ' " 

Unlike the King memorials all 
over town (many stores broadcast 
King's sermons over public 
address systems), the Freedom 
Seder met the issue of violence 

head on. While the rest of 
Washington remembered with 
nostalgia King's, non-violence, and 
forgot the social turmoil he 
caused in the early '60s, the 
worshipers at Lincoln Temple 
faced the issues of the late '60& 
During the part of the aervice 
when the worshipers discuss the 
seder, it f'mally aµne out: from 
the older members, and the few 
teenagers still clinging to love and 
non-violence-that worry about 
violence. 

't'he Freedom Haggadah bas a 
long passage about how "the 
winning of freedom has not been 
bloodless." Many, Zionists 
included, were troubled by the 
violence in the black community, 
and in universities. They brought 
their troubles to the seder, and 
for a few minutes, the 
community looked at each other 
from both sides of the two 
Americas. Waskow answered 
strongly: "We can't turn our 
backs on those who rose up, in 
Warsaw or the black ghettos." 

And so the seder ended with 
the old and the new: "We shall 
Overcome," and the last words of 
the Freedom Haggadah, 
"Liberation now! Next year in a 
world of freedom!" 
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NEW LEFT SEMINAR 
,•_: 

Tljti? newileft seminar, sponsored by Jews for Urban Justice, began Sunday, April 20, 
-with a lecture by Dr. Arthur Waskow, who spoke on an Overview £i American Society 
~!!!.Historian's Perspective. 

j!1S 

The series of seminars will include a number of aspects. The first five seminars 
will present overviews of American Society. (see calendar of events) 

i,\ The next series of lectures will include an analysis of the major elements of the 
economy. These will include: 
---Business, finance, commerce 
---Working class 

·.:.--&~w class 
---Under class ' 
---Federa],-,,goverbment 

) , i I ·.• 

--.::-Corpor,atre class· , .. 
• 'I This will be followed by a serie~ on structure~ 'an -,inst",it:utions in American 
Society These wi 11 include:, 
---Educ-at;ion a:n youth ---Religion 
l:!..-The Legal System--Courts and Prisons ·---Eiwiro'~~ent ;';,. 
---The Legal System--~olice. ---The 'Press 

- I ---Science; and ··medical professions ---The City 
•• , I ·•--.;;The Arts ,---The. f.amily_ .. \J ;I • 

The final part o.f. th~ 'educa-tihnat", section•'df tl:ie series will include an investi­
gation of= the ·Empire _Ov~,;~eas;·; This will include seminar,s ~>n:. 

• ·, ·;:c:. ,tL .. .,;The National Security Managers \\'• 
F" ' ' ,,M •. l . s . . l ' • ,.:, ·,. • • .•... : ) ' · \ 

•• • ··--- 1. 1.tary erv1.c~s :, ..... ,.,. • , . Jt1. · .r;. · '-
---The overseas·corporations.· , ',,.. 1·-' 

,·,, ·[i·•,.:.·.:._rh,ird:Wor-ld P~licy..'.:iJ:l~partment of'State, AID, etc . 
• ,, 1,- ', •

1
'---Midd_te East ;i : ") ,. ,. 

--.:.soviet Union and Sovi~t..Bloc' ,· 
• ' • • ., • : •:. .J ). • 

---China ;) '· • 
·----Cuba, 
~.:.-south America 

·---Afr,ica.·,:"' .. '1J· ·! • 

• 1 ,,., 

(I •, t I 

! •. 

. r, .... , ,... ·r ~• ·---Europe ••1 ··•··· .. • ••. ,·•,-; . .,.. 

• ',. ·_'I;'h~--goal of'1{h~;s'1~inars 'is ultimately ,a ,de'velopment .:Of alternatives to the present 
syste.m .. ,.,Topics- ··sut·h_ as_ C0mmun'ity living, .Neighborho9d go,vernm~'rit, New Party, Soci.al 

• A~coyn.t ing-•New' ·Pri'ority Systems, iind .Revolution, ~flt' ,be d istussed. 
• \ ·,' • . f • r ; ( 1 ) ~J r r , , 

• • • The seminars will ,be held. tegularly•,on T·u'~sda'y ~v~nings at 7 :30)?.M~ at the 
. Re~ig~ql.!~ Act<ion',-_~en~Et-~, ,2027· Massac~us,etts· A~e.; N.·w. ,. unless 6the,r_~~~/i;• announced. If 
you ~~,,. ,1.q.t:~r~fitPcl ~ ,,t\loa~e c.~ntact Fran Schre1.8erg at 296-2969 (home) ,1 AB 382-5466 
(work) q_O .thait,vyo~u. w'i,v be notified ~bout future seminars. • ' '., ,-,T·j 

• • ; ' . • ·) ·, I' q 
y 
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'' 
"NOTES FROM RANDOR ., 

", On ·ipr.il· '5th '<'ind 6~h 4~!;,Jews assembled at the Denbigh_,Conference Cen,t_er in Radnor, 
'Pennsylvania.,;-•,The purpose of the ·meeting was to ·1ay the groundwork for the formation 
cif· a rad~cal .:Jewi.sl'l :.;n,9~.eiµen~ througho,ut; the United States. The meeti,ng,·w~~ sponsored 
by Jews ,.£or· .Urban Just1.c~. • ,, • • · · 

At~o. ·present we~e 'members··of Na I aseh in Philadelphia, J~wish ·Lib~tation Project in 
New Yor~.Ci-ty,, Hinen'{ in Philadelphia, World Union of Jewish Students;· c,A,S.,E. in 
Los Angeles, etc. IndivJAua,ls .came _from New York, San Fran,:i~co, Oak18'.~d',.'.~os Angeles 
Cincinqat:(.")J ,J?hHad'e_l'p~ia,. Madison; ~~pover, and Cambridge. ~ome were socf~List radicals, 
some Zipn:f$.~.r-a:dicats, w9men,'s liberat'ion radicals, intellectµal- radicals, .. and some were 
not very, radical-at 'all.·, ,In age they ranged from -17 to the.. tllid-thirties, Jhe majority 
in their midclle"twenties. Chairing 'the gathering,:was Mike Tabor. ·of the JUJ Steering 
Committee. _,.,. • 

• Th'ere i,sl,a 'crisi's''in Black-Jewish relations ••. a eris.is 'in the Jewish' ~~~unity it• 
.r,!' self;~ •. , and .. the possibility of starting a national radical Jewish .mo~eme~t,.,. 'stated Mike 

who ~pered the first morning's session. Each person then ~ddressed himse~f to his 
,/' own' thoughts, on why a radical Jewish movement and why they personally· had c:'ome. 

, c 1 ,the 'te's'poqa~s1 ·fell into a pattern. There were those who specifically 'felt that radical 
L beha~i9r' is m~~dated by the prophetic Jewish tradition--the only Jewish tradition with 

- 'i \ which )they ~ant', to identify--'my interest in ra.d.ical politics comes -from' Jud'aism ••. ' 
·,; ,.,:··Others th~ugp,.t .only ·iii terms of spreading the radical 'word' in their• :pwn community be' 

• cause ~·~ey are Jewish ·and their constituents ar.e·: Jewish. 1'There is a n'eed to .organize 
politil:atly. ~ffective units ••• We went where th~ issues were;, th~n we i.'IJre('t:old by SNCC 
(and _othe~s) ,to go back'to our own community. _l'here is no place else for me to go •.• 
We must try to organize that part of soc'iety w~re we belong ••• " Others see organizing 
·JeW:i simp_ly ~~--another tactic. • • ' • 

• • ·••-•-•-•• •• -· ; l • 
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(NOTES FROM RANDOR, CON!'.) 

On the part of all there emanated a clear dissatisfaction with both the current 
activities and organization of the contemporary Jewish Community. In discussing relation 
ships with the total American society a number of thoughts were expressed; 

'We do not have the freedom to live as a Jew in America ••• If we wanted to live by· 
the precepts of Micah, we'd be put into jail.;..Atnei-lcan society is built that way. 
But we (Jews) were not conquered, we were bought.' 

'The Jewish community _has __ an historical role in' this society; • .'.no~ that role has 
changeci: ·The Jewish cotmnunity views itself as being assimilat-e~{-as-part of the 
pow~t structure. What is being threatened in their judgement is whether they are 
a part of the ruling class. The J~wish connnunity as a cotmnunity has no real voice 
to.define for it alternatives to the conservative path. Here is,an opportunity 
to organize amyng a group that considers itself a people. This can 1_t be done by" 
Blacks; it can t be done by Christians ..• 1 

• 

'We have to change society ••. (we must organize all people), there is nothing special. 
about (organizing) Jews.' 

'Maybe there is something wrong with the institution that puts a slum lord 
where he is. 1 ' .. 

_l I I·.,,. 

'In Washington we previously attacked individual Jews in the commun'ity. 
that the attack was wrongly tlirecte(i, .•• he is a part: of the system~ .• 

Now we see 
, . 

'We must make the Jewish community a~arEf of who is controlling th
0

eir lives. I 

(This reference is to the banks wh6 have the power in the ghetto ~nd who are 

the. ~~my, rather, than any: 
1

~:3rt~_c,~.l~r J~~~~~.'. ?ne~f h~~~'i ,?f s \~~--,l?~d ~) 
' ... t ;, ... , 

The individual groups expounded upon their activities and organizin~ ~v~riPnrP~. 
This was followed by a c'ti !"('ltCC; "'' .. n 1-, .. ,. t .. ··~o~ .. -1 .. ,.,. Tl, ... <JUC;<t-; nn r.-ti ~ed' was 

/ - - -

.I''( 

..... l .... t.1.o.- t.ho J-.....-,u,n e~t-,,h1iRhutent is the enemy dr the agent of the enemy. _'Some' felt 
that calling the Jewish establishment the •enetirf tnak~s 1.t impl)ssi.ble for th~m· to join witl~ 
us. Bob Greenblatt stated, ''We're not interested in starting a movemen~ by defin~ng 
the majority as the enemy." Todd '}itlin emphasized, "The difference h~twJ~n • (the ' 
two views expressed is the difference between) an orgartiier's attitude and a hatanguers 
attitude." Stanley Aronowitz felt, ''We rteed tb define issues so that they relate to • 
other issues 'and promdte this." • i. • • • 

Artother orgahizing problem encotlrltered was how to approach radicals in tHe mobement 
who happen to be Jewish. One individual who attempted to otganize in Los Angeles in the 
summer Qf l9G8 1reported -be found that "most Jews in t:Jhe mdvement are super un:l.versalists 
••• they have, a gener:al analy~i~. 1of the genera 1 ,society and pre.f ~t to work in a general 
way ••• people on the edge ot, the .movement are ti!ed up• in· Israel.'" Another individual 

I• 

felt, "there is, a p1:ob_liem1,.;_of idel'.ltity • • • a rcfusa.<l to identify ~~i~h anything Jerish. ". , 1 '! 

No particula}i,,answer .t;o ..,t_hp.~ problem was. giv.en/ It was felt 1by 111any that the· only way 
to approach. th~_se peop~e waflJ .to -uonv'irtce>rthem•rt.lith as many difi:b:cot- ,,n.\sl-l.,.d .. t:? ~•., ·1, ... ,0 .. ~u.1~~ ,; 
One positive approach might be to point, t0ut that one of the things thatr 'socie'ty has done 
to Jews is to force them to assimilate ••• a pressure similar to that exerted on the Blacks. 

Many saw.a need to reach out to Jewish youth active in u.s.Y. and N.F.T.Y. There 
was also agreem~nt that all too often' 'ttte ~radi~al leaving.'...the college campus finds nowhere 
in the Jewish community where he or she can relate. These people too were seen as 

" ' possible,.,r~e+~its f~r.a Jewish,,radical mdvement. 
The. ,sec.and day,of the i;nee't·ing was devoted to the question of ·organizing, Th~~e. was 

•- r I f \ I 

no debate,~n.,i"W;hether. to, organize. a national' network; rather the· discussion centered 
on the questions of what kind of organizing would be most effective. It was 'felt.that ' 
key cities o.n. the-east ,coast such as Boston, New •York; Phila8elph:ta, Baltimo;re, and 
Washington, .. al<;mg with midwest ,·cities such as. Chicago., Detioit, • and' St. touts', and. 
west coast <;ities as -Los Angeles 1.and· San' Francisco should be· emphasized a~ the 

0

P,lace~ ~<fr-i,, , 
begin ~rganizing., Contacts at.ie',now.needed,td b-egin groups in those cities. ; . '. , c-r:u 

·An org~nizing and c6ordinating:committee..,was established called the''NA'itONAL. , .. 1 

;- ·• 

JEWISH ORGAl'q?,.ING 'FROJECT •. rf.A:-number of 'people volunt'eered· ·to write a ·ph~lo~.~phical 
position paper :April 1~ in Philadelphia. Individual papers submitted to the April 18 
meeting should attempt to mirror the concensus of the Denbigh meeting. The_final paP,E:!r 
would .. then rb.e-, -p.ublished. It ·was seen by many as a v'aluable tool for' future organizing.· 
• • • A 'POssi-b-.i-lity of sending an organizer iatb ·dne connminity was su'~foe-sted ," b_ut· not, • -,'., 1., 

resolved. It w.as agreed that. the' varibus:··-g:r-oops -and ±ndividtials who plann'ed tq ret,u~n, ., . '.v~' 

home and start _or,ganizing .groups· l~ou1d' 'forward material -~o' ·Fra~ Schr
1
eiberg, .~310 New -· ,,! 

Hampshit::e Avenu~.,1 N.W.·,, Washi.rig'4:'on;' 0D;C. 2003( .·' A natib'nal newsfe1:ter woulp. t~E:!n "!·•· .• 
become the vehiic-.Le·.for communication• IYetween the various grolips ,ah~ individuals across 
the country, •. For :more information oi:l the conference see tlfe' G{ri1rcfian, April 19, 19'9. 

0 i ·, ,, :--'-Anit'a Miller and Fra'n sdfreib_erg 
• j 
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A MEMBER I S VIEW OF THE NEW DECLARATION 

With the new declaration written and accepted, the arguments as to its 
implications are just beginning. In order to simplify "where we are today" 
( and with the hope that it doesn't add moie fuel to the flame) a capsulized 
version of our new deciaration follows: 

Until the recent re-write of our statement, JUJ took the positi~n th~t Jews, •;;, 
like all Americans, bad a free· widL Decisions theiy m?d~ Jer,e of th~ir own volition. 
Therefore, people must be ready to take responsibiliti for their decisions--right 
or wrong. , . • • ,·~ . . . 

1 As a result of...the Harper 1 si 1Ferry retreat and it~.ens,u'i~g declaration, our 
position has been modified .. Basically, ·we continue to· hold _indiv_iduals responsible 
for their moral (or hnmoral) jt•dgments rupon which they are based (i.e. free will), 
but we; now must· concede that anot~r :.rac tor must be consid;;red .. , Specifically• 
we recognize that Jews, like al 1 Americans, rhave been co-opted_ and seduced into 
giving up· their own· values ('eg. tbe teaching' of_ the Torap) ,J,n'.f~ypr of ·:the corrupt 
American societal value,s• .. · .j_, ·,···. ", _;,,, •· ':' '-';'"'' _, , -1, 1 

1.J 
, I. , Ir , 

The impl~cations of 1such a modification in philos9phy are great .. 
1) In working wi~h our consituents ( in the Jewi~h com~u~ity) it is ~~r inten~ion 
to organ~ze those Jews who share our views (and-not to generally castigate all•of 
t_h~m) to assist us in ac.hieving our mutuaL.end--a just:s9cit_ty.·· 1 1 _.,1-v, • r· · 
2) In undertaking our study of the Washington banking system, we 

1
wip ~qfk(with 

those members of Jewish institutions who-share our view ·that the AmE\rican .banking 
sec.tor need,s a new _socia.t conscience. ff is our ho:,e' that; thes,e me'mbers ·w.il.1,.w<;>r~.'-,i, 
towaf..~S, tp,e _.tj,~~e~~a~)' financial investment changes -~~~~in,~~heir:,·~~n groupsr The '; -,, , 
ultimate target of our change efforts may, or may not/·be Jewish-controlled banks. 

Ue weJfB\11~-,any, ~:Pm!l)ents <in ·tihis change in focus.J, • 

~j-~'-'"1. \ ~t li·•10 J _ _:2.~.: 
THE FU'TIJRE 

In last month's newsletter,·I rioted that it·was·r~ally difficult to br~ng people 
up-to-date on whatis happen~ng. The problem is, things are moving so quickly and 
at such a rapid pace that it's hard to convey the ~Girit and momentum of JUJ_in a few 
mimeographed pages. Tonight, for instance, (April 22nd) there are two JUJ meetings. 
One is a "New Left Seminar" which is designed to ed\:icat~ qu~: .. 111embership on recent 
Movement developments., .. :Mike·rSpiegel; 1 '1968 Nationat•'se,dretary' of S.D.S. spoke .. • . 
Another meeting was a pla.nning,iJsfesstorf for a Jewish hfgh school organizating effort 
we're involved in. Last ni'gb'tf-vie had a business meetin·g which had 19 items (just 
about all of them action prcije'cts we'-re engaged in) on the ag·enda. Tomorrow night. 
there I s a dinner meeting of the Banking Committee which is concluding 'it's ·explo.UO::,.cfry 
research on Washington's financial institutions. 

We are grow~ng, rapi<;i,iy and becoming more ambitious in our projects. Our Freedom 
Seder drew 800 people, the majority' of •whom were non-affiliated Jews. The National ..; 
Conference we sponsored, attrat~ed 43,activists (who are· Jewish) from a1i,.ar9uQd the 
country. We've been asked for help in organizing JUJ~type groups.in. ov~~ 30 different 
campuses and cities. In the.last sevefal weeks, the group has resolved many of the -~ -
inter-personal problems _wl}ich .have surfaced.within the hard-core membership. ,-,, 
Eighteen people are now on tlie ''steering committee' 11;_ ·A· few ~onths ago, 11e 11e>uld.not 
have been able to adequately·work on the current number .. of projects and problems.-' 
Now, however, I feel we are. • 

Rather than delve into the current projects in more depth, it might be of interest 
to you to mention a few of the future activities whi'ch are now under consideration .. 

-A house which has a furnished basement·, 3: meet'ing room which 
can hold over 80 people and, a floor with' a numb.er of offices, 
has been offered for our use; The house, if we·accept it, would 
commit us to hire staff (which we co~l~-piobably us~) and to fully 
utilize the place. There are a number of drawbacks as well as good 
reasons for accepting the offer. 

-People have been seriously talking about es~abi{~hi~ij a Jewish Sunday 
school sponsored by JUJ. As just about everyone knows and admits, 

"Jewish education" is doing more to turn off young Jews to Judiasm 
than just about any other institutional factor. A number of people 
who have kids old enougli>to go to Sunday school are faced with the 
problem of whether or not to send them to any of the current ones 
in the i·Jashington area. To many, the answer is no! We' re in 
contact with people wl.o: would like to send their kids to a JUJ­
sponsored experimental religious school, would like to teach at such 
a school, are high school students who want to determine what they 
learn, and who are turned-on to the idea of a radical Jewish school. 
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. . ;, ·! .J~. ~ .. 
w~ realize that. this is: a massive undertaking· but weir~·

0

1Jor~ing towards'.,,~onsiderin3 
,.~{~rting_one by.the Fall of 1969~ ,, ,. • ,f; •i• ' ' :-•· . 
• Another ambitious project concerns setting up a synagogue. Many.of us have felt 

the need to make Judaism more relevant to us (as a religion). J;Ie~c~_the JUJ Jewish 
~t~~Y gf?~.I?, ~tii~h a.ab bi H~rold Whiu has started. • If the -'~tt~~aancfl at ;~~ seder was any 
indication of iqter~l:it,. there's a huge number of Jewif 1who are turned , off ,to Judaism as 

. ( ·1 \ •:. . I , '. , , I . 

I, it is pi:;actic~d tod~y in,Washington (and the country),-bt.it'who are sttU interested and 
~illing t~ think of themselves as Jews rather than Ethical Cultivis~;; Unitarians,~ 
Quakers, or,Ath{;li.st,s,. And.,if .I can take the liberty of projecting'sdmley Bigman's 

_ statistics in THE JEWl,SH POPULATION OF GREATER WASHINGTON LN 1956, o'ver sot of 
, l , ••. • 1 ) . J • • • • . . . • ~ f • J ! 

• . ·Washington I s Jews .are ,u,naffili:at:ed with any form 'of institutional Judaism. There's a 1 
: , ti;-emendous pote.ntia 1 ,-.for a cliff erent type of ''synagogue" not only for the Hippie, 

• 'itudept_ and movement J~~s, but,forruge numbers of ~lienated young, professionals. Again, 
., :·, ''we'ir'e talking about a-highly ambitious but very worthwhile. project. A number of people 

are· currentiy exploring problems (who the hell wants to 'get hung-up on a "building 
fund dri.ve"?.) and whether or not1 wee can overcame 'theni. ' 

Af. a,ny f,at;e,, these projects and ideas might give you a better idea. of what we' re 
.~hip,~ing_,about anct ~he pessible direction of JUJ. If you have a~y reactions to them 
worth mentioning, ca_ll·orwrite me•-­

Mike Tabor (424~2836), 10239"Nolan Pr., Rockville, Md. 
20350 
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