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Why the Newsletter? 

To Our Friends and Supporters: 

The Venceremos Brigade is an educational project, whose main focus 
is developing a better understanding of and support for the Cuban Revo­
lution in the Unit~d States. 

The over 2,000 brigade members ("brigadistas") that have worked 
and lived in socialist Cuba have seen for themselves the new society 
the Cuban people are building. They have returned home to a country 
where millions more people are blockaded from knowing about Cuba, where 
the only press coverage is of hijackers and ubearded guerrillas. Bri­
gadistas have launched a conscious assault against this information 
blockade by sharing their experiences in Cuba over the past four years. 

Recently, we have seen more people in tne U.S. expressing an open­
ness and desire to learn about daily life in socialist Cuba, about its 
people and their heritage. This interest was most vividly demonstrated 
by the enthusiastic reception given to the various EXPOCUBA exhibitions 
which took place this past July 26th -- the 20th Anniversary of the 
attack on the Moncada Garrison, led by Fidel Castro. Even more reveal­
ing, the latest Gallup polls show over half the U.S. people demand a 
change in our governITTent1 s policy of isolation and economic blockade 
against Cuba. (See page 6) 
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Of, bv, c:1nd for the people . .. 

15 Yea s of tD1e Cuban Revolution 
On the occasion of the 15th Anniversary of the Triumph of the Cuban 
Revolution, the Venceremos Brigade sent the following message to the 
Cuban pe-ople. 

January 1st, 1974 marks the 
15th Anniversary o~ the Triumph 
of the Cuban Revolution and holds 
a special place i~ the hearts 
and history of the peoples of 
the entire world. 

On that day, a$ter more than 
100 years of struggle, full of 
setbacks and victories, Cuba 
became ·tree -- of neocolonialism 
arid imperf~lism -- free to 
choose tne course of her develop­
ment. Within the first year, 
the Cuban people with the coura­
geous leadership of Fidel, re~ 
claimed the nation 1 s sugar p1an­
tations, nationalized basic in­
dustries and began redistributing 
housi~~ to tht urban poor. 

For the Cuban people, solvi1g 
the problems of imperial~st­
imposed underdeve~opment has meant 
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a long and ardyous struggle. Yet 
Cuba has, in 15 years, deve.loped 
a society which has acconplished 
a great deal against overwhelming 
odds. She has developed a people 
who are revolutionaries, people 
who are becoming what Che Guevara 
called the 'new man and \1oman11

, 

people who work proudly, offering 
their talents a1d abilities to 
the whole soc1ety. The Cuban 
people have upheld the banner of 
socialism-from the Bay of Pigs to 
the conference halls of the U.N. 

Yet, even as the Cuban people 
have sacrificed in order to build 
for the future of their homeland, 
they have also given for the fu­
ture of others. The heroic Vie~­
namese -- who nave attained an 
unfoAgettable victory over U.S. 
i1nperia ism -- are a pro 1Jd example 



of Cuba's 1nte.rnat1-onalist soli­
darity and support. The h.undreds 
of medical cadres, doctors and 
nurses. who risk.ed their lives. to 
serve t~e ~ounded Vietnamese; the 
courage of the 11Imias 11 crew during 
the mining and_bomLing of Haiphong 
harbor; and the hundreds of Cubans 
w~o are going to participate in 
t~~ reconstruction of war-torn 
cities, are but a few examples of 
the deep-rooted friendship which 
lies between the Cuban and Viet­
namese people. A1though still 
developing her own economy, Cuba 
has been a shining example to the 
world's underdeveloped nations of 
the selfless, internationalist 
spirit that socialism creates. 

This internationalist spirit 
has shown itself to be a matter 
of principle -- a complete id_n­
tification with the problems and 
struggles of the peoples of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, inde­
pendent of the fact th~t they may 
live under different social sys­
tems. This was exemplified when 
Cuba sent a medical team to 
Nicaragua at the ti11e of the dis­
astrous earthquake. It was shown 
when Cuba decided to respect Vene­
zuela's extended territorial 
waters, even though it would affect 
her own fishing industry. 

When the peoples begin to move, 
when their governments take posi­
tions that resist imperialist dom­
ination and sabot~~e of their 
nat1onal sovereignty, Cuba has 
supported them in every moment. 

In the United Na~ions, Cuba has 
spearheaded the move to de~ounce 
the role of U.S. colonial~sm in 
Puerto Rico. She has called for 
U.S imperialism's withdrawal from 
the Panama Canal and has supported 
the progressive measures of the 
·revolutionary military government 
of Feru as it struggles to secure 
their national sovereignty. 

There is no doubt of Cuba's 
support for Chile's revolutionary 
people and Latin Am~rica's heroic 
President, Salvador Allende. As 

Fidel said after the fascist coup~ 
"we will give our hearts for 
Chile." 

As activists in the Venceremos 
Brigade, these are inspiring ex­
amples for those of us who are 
helping in the development of an 
anti-imperialist movement, which 
will be truly a people's movement, 
within the homeland of U.S. im­
perialism. Our visits to Cuba, 
and through them, our contacts 
with representatives of countries 
and national liberation struggles 
around the world -- such as the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 
the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of South Vietnam, 
Chile, the Democratic People's 
Republic of Yemen and the Repub­
lic of Guinea-Bissau -- have 
deepened our resolve to strengthen 
such a movement here in the U.S. 

Therefore, it is with admiration 
and respect that we salute the 
Cuban people on the 15th Anniver­
sary of the Triumph of the Cuban 
Revolution -- a day which signi­
fies another victory for socialism 
and the anti-imperialist forces. 

On this 15th Anniversary, as we 
see that you have resoundingly 
defeated the imperialist blockade 
against Cuba, building an unshake­
able base for the future, we re­
dedicate our efforts to defeat a 
second blockade -- the blockade 
of silence and lies maintained by 
our government against the U.S. 
people, preventing them from 
learning the truth about the First 
Free Territory of America. 

Viva el XV Aniversario! 

Vencerernos! 

The Venceremos Brigade 
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Brea ing the Conspiracy of Silencei 

MRS .. ALLENDE IN THE U.S. 

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 13--Mrs. 
Hortensia-Bussi de Allende began 
her first tour of the U.S. here 
today, by speaking before a throng 
of 2,400 people at the LA Conven­
tion Center. The audience of en­
thusiastic supporters, many of 
them Chicanos, welcomed her with 
shouts of "Chile si, junta no!" 

Describing the situation 1 n her 
country, Mrs. Allende explained, 
11 My co u n try , on c e ca 11 e d a I Si l en t 
Vietnam', is enduring a nightmare 
of death and blood. Government 
at all levels was dissolved ... " 
She stressed the need for a cam­
paign in solidarity with Chile 
similar to the outcry raised by 
the American people in support 
of the Vietnamese. 

Specifically, Mrs. Allende ap­
pealed to people in the US to de­
mand the Nixon Adminstration erd 
all financial support for the mi­
litary junta which has ruled Chile 
since the September coup detat. 

The rally was interrupted by 
a gang of anti-Castro Cubans who 
shouted "Death to Allende!" and 
threw tear gas cannisters into 
the crowd. They were swiftly re­
moved by other members of the au­
dience. 

Mrs. Allende's engagement was 
sponsored by the local Coalition 
for the Restoration of Democracy 
in Chile. • 

CHICAGO~ Dec. 16 
By Sarah Staggs 

Mrs. Hortensia Bussi de Al-~ 
ende, widow of Chile's slain 
President, spoke to an enthusi~ 
asttc crowd of 4,000 people at 
DePaul University Alumni Hall to­
night, where she made a passionate 
plea for solidarity with her Chi­
lean compatriots. 

After giving a brief review 
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of the struggle for social jus­
tice waged by t~e Chilean people 
during the presidency of Salvador 
A11ende, Mrs. Allende turned to 
·the crimes committed since Sep­
tember by the military junta -­
financed, she charged, by the U.S. 
These include: dissolution of 
C~n9ress; o~tlawing of the oppo­
s1t1on parties; abolition of the 
right to strike; disbanding of 
the trade union federation; re­
placement cf university deans 
with mi1itary men; and the fos­
tering of an inflationary spiral 
which has mushroomed from 200% to 
1,800% in the first three months 
of the junta 1 s rule. (All this, 
plus the outright murder of some 
15,000 Chilean citizens, accord­
ing to Sweden 1 s former Ambassador, 
and the jai 1 i ng without' tri a 1 of 
thousands more.) 11The day has come 
to say 'enough! 1

, Mrs. Allende 
s~id, "enough to economic exploita­
tion, enough to social inequality 
and enough to political oppres-
s 1 on. 11 

She called upon the North Amer­
ican people to multiply their 
solidarity committees with Chile, 
to counteract the "conspiracy of 
silence" surrounding events in her 
coJ~try, to boycott all products 
com1ng from or going to Chile, and 
to reject the junta 1 s representa-

( Se1:! page 8) 



Cuban Workers IHold 13th Congress 

The Cuban labor movement took 
a historic step in ~ts program of 
revitalization with the comple­
tion of the T~irtecnth Trade Un­
ion Congress t~is November 1n Ha­
vana. 

The four-day Congress marked 
the culmination of three year, of 
efforts by a number of corr~issions 
working out the Draft program 
whose basis theses were voted in­
to law at the Congress itself. 

I I 
congreso 

Before it was presented at the 
November meeting, the Program 
made the rounds of every work cen­
ter in the country. where it was 
discussed and debated by 1,504,150 
workers--or almost 90% of the Cu­
ban workforce. Here, in sessions 
sometimes lasting two days, votes 
were taken on different sections 
of the Program and amendments pro­
posed. 

In turn, the 2,230 delegates 
elected from union locals to at­
tend the Congress represented the 
points of view of their respective 
organizations. It was precisely 
this dynamic and democratic ~re­
cess that insured the outstanding 
results of the Congress--and meant 
a higher level of responsibility 
for the trade unions in the econ­
omic management of the country. 

The issues trought forward in 
the Program were complex. They 
were basic issues for every Cuban 
worker and for Cuba's future. 
calling for we11 -considered, firm 
decisions. 
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For example, the first thesis 
of the Program is called: 11 from 
each according to his capacity; 
tc each according to his work 11

• 

This is the classical formula for 
the socialist stage of development­
referring to the contribution re­
ouireo and the benefits due an 
individual worker in a society 
where plans are made on the basis 
of limited resources, and the vir­
tually unlimited needs of the 
peopl0 as a whole. 

As in all socialist countries, 
many services are distributed 
free to everyone--such as medi­
cine, education, and recreation. 
Others are inexpensive-sue~ as 
transportation, electricity, 
and rent. But, such t~ingS. as 
wages stil~ must be distributed 
according to scarce resources­
hence, the formulat "to each ac­
corJing to his wort". 

In Cuba, during the sixties, 
workers were called on to work 
overtime on the basis of con­
science and political conscious­
ness, that is, on a voluntary ba~ 
sis. Workers did not receive ex­
tra remuneration for production 
which went over the fixed norm. 
At the same time, workers who 
missed work were usually paid 
their regular wage. Th~ social­
ist formula changes tbis situa­
tion. Under the new system ap­
proved at the Cong~ess, those 
who work extra hours will be 
paid accordingly; those who pro­
duce more will receive more; 
those who miss work will have the 
hours or days discounted from 
their paycheck, depending on the 
circumstances of their absence. 

At the sane time, t~e period 
of the sixties, wben spiritual in­
centive was primary and often ex­
clusive, was a contributing fac-

(See page 5) 



Congress ... 
tor in the high1y developec po­
litical consciousness ana spirit 
of sacrifice of tbe Cuban workers. 
The ne~ change~ will not eli~inate 
voluntary work er the i1centive it 
d e p e n d s on . N ow , h o \'I e \ e r , w o •· 1, e r ~ 
will not be asked to work vo:un­
teer overtime to mat:e "'P. for ab­
sence of fellow workers. Th~y 

wi 11 be encouraged to ~JOr in the 
_sugar harvests; to he1p in the mi-
crobrigades building extra housi1g; 
and to do voluntary ~ork to make 
up production losses due to power 
failures, inclement weather, etc. 

The Program of the Congress al­
so calls for direct ~abor partici­
pation in the management of enter­
prises. Aside fro11 the periodic 
production assemblies where workers 
can voice their sentiments about 
factors t~at affect production, 
trade union representatives ~ill 
play an active role on management 
councils. The Program declares 
that these delegates "should not 
become representatives of the 
Management Councils befo~e t~e 
union buti on t~e contrary, ought 
to be representatives of the wor­
kers before the. Council'. 

The new.program has an impor­
tant plank on women. It declares 
that th.e Congres..) "recognizes the 
profound significance of the in­
corporation of women in social la­
bor on the basis of equal rights 
and opportunities . It calls for 
the elimination cf Resolutions by 
the Ministry of Labor wh c~ pro­
hibit women from workinq in cer-
tain kinds of jobs.. •• 

The crucial protlem of the in­
dependent character of the trade 
union movement fs alsc defined in 
the Program. One p~rt declares 
that the trade unions "are auton­
omous organizations, mass organ­
izations ... Members approve their 
own rules and statutes, rlisc·Jss 
and make decisions democratically 
in their assemblies, per~odically 
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e 1 e ct. ... t 11 e i r 1 ea de rs hip 11 
• 

At the Congress, the delegates 
elected a new ieadership for the 
national trade union federation. 
Tney voted ove~whelmingly to el­
ect Laza~o Pena as General Sec­
retary. 

Fidel C~stro praised the de­
cision of the Conoress when he 
spoke at tr-e closing session, 
11this. election consti.tute~, i.n 
the fir~t place, a tribute to a 
companero who has devaoted his 
entire life to tre cause of the 
workers". Other leadership bo­
dies i~c1uae the ll member Secre­
tariat; and the National Commi.­
ttee. where representatives from 
Cuba's 23 national were elected. 

Invited delegations from over 
50 countries attended tbe Congress. 
A high poi~t of the four days came 
at the opening session when one of 
the delegates nominated Chi1e's 
slain President, Salvador Allende, 
as the Bonorary President of the 
Congress. The motion was spon­
taneously and unanimously accepted. 
Later, Mrs. Allende addressed the 
Congress. 

Other speakers included repre­
sentatives from the World Federa­
tion of Trade Unions; the trade 
unions of North and South Vietnam; 
and the r,entral Trade Union of 
Chile, whote members have been out­
lawed by the military regime. 

In his summation speech, Prime 
Minister F~d~l Castro reflected on 
the progre~s the Congress had made. 
"In 1970, wt- were determined to 
build a vigorous, powerful labor 
movement, a jeeply democratic one, 
and now we1 ve built the foundation­
on solid and indestrutible grounds." 



WORKERS TO VIETNAM 

During tne 13th Congress of 
the Cuban Workers Federation (CTC) 
in mid-Novemoer, Fidel Castro 
announced that the Cuban people 
would have the honor of forming 
the first international brigade 
to send workers to aid in the 
development of Vietnam. Follow­
ing the announcement, thousands 
of Cubans volunteered to go. 

On December 4th, the first 
group of construction workers 
left Havana for Hanoi, via Mos­
cow. The group was composed of 
nighly skilled techni~ians from 
the various sectors of the Cuban 
construction industry. Their 
job will be to appraise the needs 
of the country, and draw up de­
tailed plans to begin the recon­
struction process. Shortly, a 
larger group of middle-level 
technicians will arrive to begin 
work on the projects. In a 11, 
500 workers were selected to 
compose this first International 
Brigade to Vietnam. . 

The workers were seen off at 
the Jose Marti Airport in Havana 
by Nguyen Ngoc Son, Ambassador of 
the Democratic Republic of Viet­
nam, and Vo Anh Tuan, Ambassador 
of the Provisional Government of 
South Vietnam. 

Newsletter . .. 
This reflects a broader concern 

of people in this country, wno i~ 
recent years, ~ave clearly become 
more disturoed at the U.S. role 
in world affafrs in general--from 
the war in Vietnam; ~o fTT's sub- 6 

version in Chile; and Gulf Oil 1 s 
aid to Portuguese colonialism in 
Angola. And now, with Watergate, 
this ;nternational chain of cor­
ruption has come home. 

The more our eyes are opened 
to tnese facts, the more we real­
ize that the U.S. government's 
hostility towards Cuba does not 
stand apart from U.S. politics 
as a whole. The dtstorted pic­
ture we have gotten aoout Cuba is 
no more distorted than the one 
about the "war to save democracy" 
in Vietnam; the innocence of ITT 
in Chile; or the remarkable range 
of excuses for the 11mystery of 
the l o s t tapes 11 

• 

The purpose of this newsletter 
is to more conststently inform 
people in the U.S. about the 
Cuban Revolution as seen through 
the eyes of the U.S. citizens who 
have visited and worked there on 
the Brigade, and other trips. 
VENCEREMOS will focus on important 
events and developments in Cuba, 
which we think will have special 
interest for readers here. 

Included in the monthly news­
letter will be features on the 
Venceremos Brigade's work in the 
12 cities where it is active, and 
highlights from other visits by 
North Americans tr Cuba. We will 
list new Cuba-related resource ma­
terials, and announce showings of 
the EXPOCUBA and other exhibits 
as they are held around the 
country. News from Latin America, 
Africa and Asia will also regu­
larly appear in VENCEREMOS--much 
of it news that isn't covered in 
major U.S. papers or networks. 

With VENCEREMOS, we hope to take 
another step towards breaking 
through the isolation that sur­
roundi ~he Ameriian people-­
and separates us from the other 
peoples of the world. We look 
forward to your comments and 
contributions. 



Guinea-Bissau: 
ON. THE FOUNDING 
OF THE REPUBLIC 

'The fal.lowi,ng i.s a messaqe to 
the people of Sutnea-Bis;au 
issued by the Ve1cere~os Brigade 
?" September 24th commemo~a~ing 
1:he founding o-f the Republic. 

* * 
On the occasion of the founding 
of the Republic of Gu1nea-Bissau, 
the Venceremos Brigade sends its 
warmest greetings and salutations. 
September 24, 1973 marks a new 
and decisive stage in the strug­
gle to completely eradicate 
Portuguese colonialism in your 
homeland, and it also marks a 
new victory for all Africa~ 
freedom fig~ters and the world­
wide anti-imperialist forces. 

The victory ,1hicri th.at da;~e 
symbolizes. takRs on even greater 
significance when we realize that 
it is the fruit of more th~n ten 
years of armed struggle against 
the backward and lyiig Portuguese 
regime. It is also a victory over 
the imperialist system, particu­
larly U.S. imperia!ism, which 
supplies and organizes the Portu­
guese mercenaries through the North 
Atlantic Tre2ty Or~anization (NATO). 
The people of· Gl'irea-B·issau have 
p •• o v e n th at even the -: r a i t o r o u s 
assassination of the heroic founder 
a1d leader of their independence 
movement, Amilcar Cabral, couid 
not stop them in their unalterable 
march into history: the foundi1g 
of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau. 

Our contact with Gui1,ea-3issau 
has been limited to visits to Rev­
olutionary Cuba. Througr those 
,,isits we have f1 ad the opportunity 
for direct and personal contact 
with outstanding representa~ives 
of the PAIGC. l~hile 1Je hop~ to 
continue these contacts, we real­
ize that the struggle ~n Guinea­
Bissau shali go on to fiercer and 
,~ven more der.:isive levels •rntil 
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the Portu9uese colonialists and 
their imperialist masters are com­
~letely routed and Cape Verde joins 
Guinea-Bissau in a free and inde­
pendent republic. The joy we 
feel on this occasion has not 
blinded us to the tasks which 
still lie a~ead for your struggle, 
nor to the responsib~lity of 
solidarity we share as part of 
the world-wide anti-imperialist 
struggle. 

The Venceremos Brigade pledges 
itself to mobilize ou~ resources 
to demand recognition of your 
newly-formed government, the only 
legitimate representative of the 
people of Guinea-Bissau. And we 
shall unite with others to con­
demn and 1solate plunderers of 
the African peoples, Portuguese 
colonialism and U.S. imperialism. 

Eternal Glory to Amilcar Cabral! 

Ever Onwa1~d Until Final Victory! 

The Venceremos Brigade 



Cuban hip freed F on Panama Canal 

On the afternoon of November 
16th thousands of Cuban5 stood on 
the Havana docks to welcome home 
the crew of the merchant ship 
"I11ias 11

• Two days earlier:, U.S. 
authorities had been fcrced to 
release the ship after having 
il1egally detained it for 43 days 
in the Panama Canal. 

The 'Imias" had been passing 
through the Canal on a return trip 
from Japan when, on October 2nd, 
the U.S. authorities closed tne 
locks, arresting the ship in Gatun 
Lake. The U.S. was acting in com­
plicity with the fascist Chilean 
junta wbo claimed that Cuba owed 
Chile $5 million for non-del1very 
of sugar. Another Cuban ship had 
been carrying the $5 million worth 
of sugar which was intended as a 
gift from the Cuban people to the 
Unidad Popular government. When 
news of the coup in Chile reached 
the ship, it turned around and 
headed back to Cuba. Th~ Cuban 
people had donated this sugar free, 
each person giving part of his 
daily allotment, to demonstrate 
their commitment to the Chi:ean 
people in their efforts to build 
socialism. 

8 

The crew of the "Imias 11 as well 
as the Cuban government, maintained 
that the actions of the U.S. were 
illegftl and arbitrary, opposed 
to the freedom of the seas and to 
the right to unrestricted passage 
through the Panama Canal. The 
ship's ere~ stated that even though 
the "Imias 11 is a "merchant ship 
devoted to the commercial activity 
of transporting merchandise and is 
unarmed and defenseless, it will 
~esist any aggression aimed, by 
use of force, at confiscating the 
ship." The crew members also de­
clared that "this ship is a part 
of the sovereign and free terri­
tory of our homeland 11 and will be 
defended as such. 

The Panamanian Foreign Ministry 
also lodged a protest stating that 
"For the Government of the Repub­
lic of Panama ... the detention by 
U.S. authorities of foreign-
owned ve~sels in transit through 
the Canal assumes an extremely 
serious character. 11 

This was the second triumphant 
homecoming for the 11 Imias 11

• The 
11 lmias 11 a:1c its crew had previously 
been "detainedtt by the U.S. gov­
ernment -- blockaded in the port 
of Haiphong for nine months as U.S. 
planes bombed the city. 

Mrr.. Allende .. . 
tives who are now touring the U.S. 
trying to mobilize support for 
the fascists. 

Mrs .• Allende's appearance was 
sponsored by tre Chicago Delegates 
to the World Congress of Peace 
Forces (Moscow,· October, 1973), 
and supported by the Chicago Citi­
zen~ Committee to Save Lives in 
Chile; Trade Union Committee in 
Solidarity with Chilean Workers; 
Latin American Scholars Committee; 
and Artists for Solidarity with 
Ch i1 e. 



VV ,-iAT'S HA.PPENING . . 

Brigade Recruitment 

(Beginn1ng witn the first issue, 
this co1umn w1ll be a regular in 
VENCEREMOS -- bringing you news 
about the Brigade across the 
country and in Cu5a.J 

Venceremos Brigade #7 will be 
leave for Cuba this sprir.g -- made 
up of abour 150 people -- Black, 
white, Chicano, Puerto Rican, 
Asian and Native American -- work­
ing in different areas of the U.S. 
movement for social chang~. The 
Brigade will spend six weeks liv­
ins at a campsite in Havana pro­
vince, building houses for a new 
300-family town nearby begun by 
international brigades fn 1972. 

Brigade members wili spend an­
other two weeks visiting Cuba's 
cities, schools and child care 
centers, factories and farms; 
attending cultural and sports 
events' and meeting th~ Cubah 
people in their homes, block 
committeess trade unions -- or 
virtually everywhere the Brigade 
members go. 

Ample opportunity to meet with 
delegations from the other coun­
tries of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America is also part of the regu­
lar program of the Brigad2 in Cuba. 

Regional committees ~n 12 cities 
across the U.S. are now accepting 
applications for the 7th contin-
gent. Applications will be accept­
ed from student organizers, trade 
unionists, peace activists and 
rad i ca 1 res ea re 11 er s , j our n a 1 i st s 
and professionals. tn addition, 
members of organizations which 
promote socialist or anti-imper­
ialist ideas, as well as people 
confronting the problems of educa­
tion, health care, high prices, etc., 
are welcome to apply for the 
Brigade. 

If you would like more informa­
tion, write to t~e regional ~ear-
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est you (4ee address below), or 
write for t~e pamphlet, uvencer­
emos Brigade, 1974 11

, listed on 
the order form at the end of 
the newsletter. 

(Note: Applications for the 
Brigade wil1 be accepted only 
until mid-January. Check with 
your local regional committees 
for more details.} 

VENCEREMOS BRIGADE REGIONAL 
COMMITTEES 

Venceremos Brigade 
Box 09133 
Chicago, !11. 60609 

Venceremos Brigade 
c/o Keith Wingate 
295 Illini Union 
Urbana, 111. 61801 

Venceremos Brigade 
P.O. Box 775 
Amherst, Mass. 01002 

Walter Searcy 
2515 Jenkins St. 
Nashville, Tenn. 37208 

Sara Baker-Scott 
Box 437 
Spring Lake, North Carolina 28390 

Venceremos Brigade 
Box 3169 
New York, N.Y. 10001 

Michael Lima 
c/o Bette Broussard 
4802 Telegraph 
Oakland, Calif. 94609 

Karen Bas.s 
2365 W. 20th St. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90018 

(See page 13) 



Chileans in Cuba Form 

The Chilean residerts of Cuba, 
many of them recently forced in­
to exile by Chile's military gov­
ernment, have joined together to 
establish The Chilean Committee 
of Solidarity with the Anti-Fas­
cist Resistance. The Committee, 
now two months old, was formed 
October 23 at a brief ceremony 
in Havana. 

It is headed by Gonzalo Rojas, 
former representative to Cuba of 
Chile's Popular Unity fovernrtent. 
Also included in the 7-member Se­
cretariat is Beatriz Allende, who 
came to Cuba a few days after 
witnessing the battle at the Pre­
sidential Palace in Chile where 
her father, President Salvador 
Allende, died defending the le­
gally elected government. 

A statement issued at the 
founding meeting outlined the Com­
mittee's responsibilities "to in­
tegrate and unite all the poli­
tical currents of the Chilean 
people" in support of the anti-fa­
scist resistance inside Chile. 
"The functions of this Committee 
of Solidarity ... will consist of 
providing information, publicity 
and education; establishing re­
lations and coordination with 
foreign countries; and helping 
and organizing the Chileans in 
Cuba". 

ln his brief speech Ocober 23, 
Gonzalo Rojas stressed "since all 
true Chileans who struggle outside 
Chile are one, it is but natural 
that this Committee should esta­
blish ties with the network of 
other, similar Chilean organiza­
tions which are already function-
; n g i n Europe and the Amer i ca s 11 

• 

It was to the people facing the 
brunt of the fascist order that 

y 

Beatriz Allende addressed her 
words at the founding of the 
Committee in Cuba. "I would like 
to express the following which is 
directed, first of all, to patri­
otic Chileans, to our beloved 
people, to the workers of coun­
tryside and city; to the women; 
to the young people ... to all who 
are persecuted, humiliated or re­
pressed for having wanted a bet­
ter society, a socialist society. 
We want you to know that all our 
activities and daily efforts, our 
very reason for being is directed 
toward helping, supporting and 
contributing to the hard struggle 
of resistance which our people 
have already begun.~ 

She stressed the importance of 
international support, in exposing 
the brutal nature of the military 
rulers and building a broad move­
ment in solidarity with the Chil­
ean people. 

" ••• we would like our message. 
to reach every family, every home, 
every revolutionary and patriot 
who has personally felt the pain 
of those hours, letting them know 
that there exists and they can 
count on ... the cooperation of all 
progressive people who have seen 
reborn the most barbarous forms 
of fascism and Nazism produced in 
Eu rope.'.' 

She concluded, thanking the Cu­
ban people and government for 
their "constant readiness to give 
their all for Chile 11

, and by say­
ing: "the pledge we have made is 
a longrange, demanding one, but no 
force on earth, no matter how bru­
tal, can defeat the resolute de- • 
termination of our people to be 
the masters of their own destin­
ies, once ana for all." 
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On July 26 in New York City, 
the Venceremos Brigade tn cooper­
ation witn ot~er progressive 
organizations, sponsored a cele­
bration to commemorate the 20th 
Anniversary of the Assault on 
Moncada Barracks, which began 
the armed phase of the Cuban 
Revolution. Over 1,000 people 
attended the celebration -­
EXPOCUBA -- held at Local 1199's 
Martin Luther King Labor Center. 
EXPOCUBA is the largest exhibit 
about Cuba shown in the U.S. since 
1959. It contains mounted photo­
graphs, original silkscreen 

11 

posters and selections of records 
and books depicting varied as­
pects of life in socialist Cuba. 
Oisp1ays of musical instruments 
and sports equipment are also 
featured in the exhibition. 

After the New York premier, 
visitors called or sent messages 
inquiring if the EXPO could be 
viewed in other cities. And in 
the following months, EXPOCUBA 
has been presented in several 
areas. 

EXPOCUBA's main photographic 
exhibit was seen by hundreds of 
people who attended a conference 
in Washington, D.C. in October 
sponsored by IFCO (the Interreli­
gious Foundation for Community 
Organization). IFCO is a church 
and community foundation whose 
mission is to "help forward the 
struggles of oppressed people for 
justice and self-determination." 

In November EXPOCUBA was dis­
played at a conference entitled 
11The Caribbean -- Crisis, Conflict, 
Chan·ge II sponsored by the Afro-
Ameri can Studies Program at Fisk 
University in Nashville, Tennessee. 
The conference, attended by over 
200 people, analyzed the differ-
ent patterns of economic, social 
and political development of the 
Caribbean countries. Socialist 
Cuba, where there are obvious in­
creases in the welfare of the 
mas~es of tne people, was pre­
sented as an alternative to the 
exploitation which exists in the 
rest of the Caribbean. 

Now, EXPOCUBA is available for 
rental. For more information 
about the content of the exhibit, 
its size, rental fee, shipping 
procedures, etc., please write to 
the Venceremos·Brigade, GPO Box 
3169, New York, N.Y. 10001. 



,. DIRECTORY 
. OF RESOURCES 

BOOKS FOR CUBA COMMITTEE - The 
blockade against Cuba has not 
only stopped trade and hindered 
travel, but prevented the ex­
change of scientific and techno­
logica1 information. The Books 
for Cuba Committee is trying to 
overcome. the information blockade 
by supplying books needed by the 
Cuban people in their struggle to 
develop their country. For more 
information contact: Books for 
Cuba Committee, P.O. Box 1891, 
FOR Station, New York, N.Y. 10022. 

CENTER FOR CUBAN STUDIES, in oper­
ation since Spring, 1972, maintains 
a reading room of Cuban books and 
periodicals published since 1959, 
and has an extensive collection 
of resource materials on Cuba. 
The Center also sponsors forums, 
discussion, slide shows and films 
on Cuba and Latin America, as well 
as Spani~h 1anguage classes. For 

further information: call 
or visit the Center af 18~ 
4th Street, New York, ~.Y. 
(212) 255-7966. 

,1r1te, 
West 
10014, 

CUBA RESOURCE CENTER (CRC) pub­
lishes 1nformat1on on 1ife in Cuba 
which focuses, among other things, 
on the role of the church in 
present-day Cuba. CRC's goals 
include building a more po~itive 
underst~nding of the Cuoan revolu­
tion among the U.S. people and w 
working to end the U.S.-i~posed 
blockade of Cuba. CRC publishes 
a newsletter 6 times a year. Sub­
scriptions are $5 for individuals, 
$10 for institutions. Mailing 
address: CRC, P.O. Box 205, 
Cathedral Station, N~~ YorK, N.Y. 
10025. 

TRICON IMPORTS, the sole commercial 
d1str1butor of Cuban publications 
in the U.S., currently offers sub­
scriptions to Grar.ma Weekly Review 
(English or Spanish), Pohem~1 
(weekly feature ll'asaz iii~ ,r.d 
Cuba Internatfona1 (,,,ontt.ly pictor-
ial). The goal of Tricon Imports 
is to spread reliable fir~~­
hand information abc~t ~~bJ 
throughout the U.S. Tric0n, Nhich 
is licensed by the U.S. Treasury 
Department, firmly believes that 
the right of t~e inaivi~u~l to 
know is not only µrot~ct~d. b~: 
encouraged by th~ First .~. ,me. .:mt. 
For more information write Tricon 
Imports, P.O. Box 5?~, MurrMy Hi11 
Station, New York, N.,. 10016. 

U.S.-CUBA HEALTH EXCHANGE (U.S.-CHE) 
is trying to develop a free and open 
exchange hetween th~ J. s. and Cuba) 
parti.cularly in tte fie"!, 1.,f 'ealtl .. 
Along with sending bo~kss ~eGicines 
and medical instruments to Cuba, 
U.S.-CflE has arranged for medical 
doctors and health workers to visit 
Cuba at the invitation of the Cucan 
government. For furt~er informa­
tion contact: U.S.-Cui& Health 
Exchange, P.O. Box 342, µlaTietar;um 
Station~ New Yor~ N.Y. 10024. 



~ BRIGADA YENaREMOS Vo ff er i n g for th. e f i. rs t t i me , 11 The 
Venceremos Brigade 1974: Four Years 
Buildin~ Solidarity with Cuba". 

This introductory pamphlet an­
swers questions as to the purpose 
of the Brigade, its work while in 
socialist Cuba, as well as its 
work here in the U.S. For those 
interested in going on the Brigade, 
there are sections relating to 
criteria for participation and 
selection. 

"Venceremos Brigade 1974 ... 11 is 
available at a cost of 25¢ per 
pamphlet (discounts for orders over 
25}. See form at the end of the 
newsletter. 

Original poster commemorating 
tne 15th Anniversary of the 
Triumph of the Cuban Revolution 
is available now, exclusive1y 
from the Venceremos Brigade. 
This dramatic orange and red 
poster shows Fidel and Camilo 
entering Havana in January, 1959. 

Each poster is $1.50, IC or more: 
more $1.00. See form at end of 
nei-,s 1 et ter. 
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CUBA TAKES 
WORLD SERIES 

Cuba emerged undefeated in 
the 21st World Series of Baseball, 
with Venezuela coming in second 
and Puerto Rico third. Two world 
records were also made by Cuba --
119 innings with no runs coupled 
with a 0.14 pitching average. 

The series opened in Havana's 
Latin American Stadium, renovated 
in 1971 by neighborhood block 
committees. Among the avid fans 
was Prime Minister Fidel Castro. 

Eight countries participated 
including the Dominican Republic, 
anama, Mexico, Venezuela, Holland,. 

Puerto Rico and the Antilles 
(Netherlands), despite the U.S. 
boycott of the games. 

Thousands of enthusiastic Cubans 
were able to enjoy the World Series 
because, for the first time, the 
teams performed in all the pro­
vinces of Cuba, rather than play­
ing only in Havana as in previous 
years. 

* * * * * * 
Brigade ... 

Don Edwards 
1357 Mor~reat 
Atlanta, Ga. 30310 

Venceremos Brigade 
Box 4256 
Takoma Park, Md. 20012 

Venceremos Brigade 
c/o R. Whitehorne 
Box 7764 
Phi la., Penna. 19101 

Venceremos Brigade 
Box 10183 
Westport Station 
Kansas City, Mo. 64111 



Granma 

NEWSLETTER - "VENCEREMOS" 

Subscription: 25¢/issue*; $3.00/year; 15¢/issue (orders of 10 or more) 

__ I am interested in obtaining the Vencerernos Brigade newsletter. 
Please enter a subscription. 

I wish to send the following gift subscription. See name below. 

__ I am interested in making a bulk order; __ copies at 15¢ each. 

PAMPHLET - "THE VENCEREMOS BRIGADE 1974 ... " 

Order rates: 25~/issue; 15¢/issue (orders of 25 or more) 

___ I am interested in __ copy{s) of "Venceremos Brigade 1974 ... " 

15TH ANNIVERSARY POSTER - Fidel and Camilo 

Order rates: $1.50/single copy; $1.00/copy (orders of 10 or more) 

___ I am interested in __ poster(s). 

Please put me on your mailing list for future Tenceremos Brigade 
---news. 

NAME ______________________________ _ 
ADDRESS ____________________________ _ 

ORG./GROUP __________________________ _ 

NAME _____________________________ _ 
ADDRESS ____________________________ _ 

ORG./GROUP ____________ .:_ _____________ _ 

*Note: Payment must accompany all orders. All bulk orders sent at 
bulk rate, unless 1st class postage is included in order. Send orders 
to: 

Venceremos Brigade 
General Post Office Box 3169 
New York, New York 10001 




