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Women Strike for Peace. 
1961-

(Our 1history• as eeen through the kind eye1 ot the War Reeieters League. 
Reprinted from their 1964 Peace Calendar and Appointment Book.) 

A women's movement that has burgeoned in only a few years from a handful 
of busily telephoning women to a loosely-formed headline-making national 
association, Women Strike for Peace, has been perhaps the most voluble and 
controversial development on the peace front since Lysistrata's women stopped 
the Greek wars. Instigated largely by Mrs. Dagmar Wilson, a Washington 
housewife, who decided with a few others in the fall of 1961 that it was time 
women took direct action against the threat of nuclear war, wsP had caught on 
in only a few months, by letter and word of mouth, sufficiently to bring out 
some 50,000 women in 60 cities throughout the U.S. for a general peace demon
stration on November I, 1961. Their goals were a permanent end to atmos
pheric testing of nuclear weapons and general and complete disarmament un
der effective international control. Their methods differed somewhat from those 
of most existing peace groups; as women and mothers they went with their 
baby carriages into the streets, into Congressmen's offices, into the supermar
kets, into the centers of diplomatic negotiations, to make their witness against 
continued nuclear testing and armaments. 

As early as January, 1962, some 2000 women came to Washington to demon
strate before the White House; in April, a group of 50 flew to Geneva, with 
petitions containing 50,000 names, to talk with every delegation at the 17-nation 
disarmament conference; in July, a group made protest witness at the Nevada 
bomb test site and another flew to Moscow to appeal to Mrs. Khrushchev and 
Russia's women to join their protests against all testing. wsP women auendecl 
peace conferences in many parts of the world, making further contacts with 
women in some forty countries. 

No membership lists arc kept, no dues required, no workers paid; women 
identifying themselves with wsP did not want one more administration-bur
dened organization with ideological strife and restrictions. Their object was to 
project immediately and dramatically their indignation over the drift towards 
nuclear war and the daily contamination of vital resources by nuclear testing. 

Wsp's efforts soon attracted the attention of the House Un-American Activities 
Committee and the hearings, in December, 1962, brought thousands of women 
to Washington. Mrs. ,Nilson and other "leaders," when asked about Commu
nist infiltration, replied that they were not officers of wsP, that it was not an 
organization, and that Communists were as welcome as anyone else to partici
pate in wsP work for peace if they subscribed to its objectives. Amidst swarms 
of mothers and children, laughter and lobbying, flowers and applause, the in
conclusive hearings came to an end. 

Although a loose structure with volunteer offices and mailings has developed, 
wsP relies for its lifeblood more on the spontaneous initiative and participation 
of its supporters in direct action projects and demonstrations than on organ
ized long-range programs. wsP women pride themselves on putting humanity 
and the common concerns of all above power politics. Significant contact has 
been made with women in many countries. By disseminating information on 
fall-out, test-ban negotiations, disarmament proposals, and Congressmen's 
attitudes, wsP has reached a cross-section· of women who had hitherto been 
little readied, and galvanized to action the existing concerns of mauy others. 
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DAGMAR WILSON, Washington, D.C • 

Who would have believed 3 years ago that the leaders who were preparing 
us to accept nuclear war as inevitable would today be declaring that nuclear 
war is "unthinkable"? Who would have thought that the test ban treaty which 
WSP's worked so hard to bring about would be heralded as a great achieve
ment by the party in power, meriting that party's reelectiop? 

Reflecting on these thoughts in my small back yard this afternoon, I 
observed that the sky was as blue and the sun was as warm as on Nov. 1, 1961. 
I was happy to be watching the gentle fall of autumn leaves, cosily aware 
that a noisy "L.B.J for U.S.A." parade was carrying peace banners just one 
block from where I sat, without any help from me. 

Isn't this what women were marching for three years ego? To preserve 
our beautiful planet for our children, our children's children and for our 
own enjoyment on Sunday afternoons? To make our political leaders see the 
light so that we ~ould go back to our pota-and-pans and PTA's and all the 
duties and pleasures that we have since neglected? 

A leaf fell into my cup of coffee. "The fly in the ointment", I thought, 
picking it out. But as I did so, a drop of coffee fell on to the skirt of 
my light summer dress. I walked to the kitchen for running water and a 
sponge, passing through a room where my children were enjoying the exquisite 
sweetness of an autumn afternoon in front of the TV seto 11Peace ... through 
strength •.• " were the only words that caught my earo I found myself repeat
ing the words rhythmically as I sponged the spot from my dress. And then, 
like Alice in her descent down the rabbit hole, the words reversed them
selves, "Peace through strength •.. Strength through peace." 

Here,then, was the real fly in the ointment. "Peace? But we are all 
working for peace!" Familiar words! How often have we not heard them from 
our State Department, from Congressmen and in the Pentagon. 

It is to preserve peace, they tell us, that we are stockpiling nuclear 
weapons. 

It is to preserve peace and to prevent the spread of nuclear weapona 
that we are trying to pr6mote the M.L.F. 

It is to preserve peace and freedom that we are fighting a limited war 
in Viet Nam. 

Bewildered by the multiplicity of self-contradicting policies, some women 
have been staying at home with knitted brows, grateful for the test ban 
treaty but aware that all is not yet well, and at a loss for a course of 
action. Others in small but hard-working committees have tackled the issues 
one by one till it seems to the outsider and sometimes to ourselves that 
we are chasing rainbows. 

But the election campaign has clarified the atmosphere. Our goal is once 
more clearly in sight and disarmingly simple. There is only one vray to peace. 
It is through complete and general disarmament under t~e supervision of an 
impartial international peace-keeping body. 
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VIRGINIA NAEVE. J,..amaica, Vermont 

( Virginia has been in most WSP actions overseas -- starting with the 50 
women who flew to Geneva in 162 to lobby for a Test Ban Treaty. She was 
the spark behind the 163 trip to Rome in response to Pope John's Encyclical.) 

We have gathered together with women from all over the world at Geneva, 
Montreal, Rome, Moscow, Japan, the Hague, Prague ••• 

I shall never forget the bus load after bus of German working women and 
mothers who joined us at the Hague. The trememdous warm feeling we had for 
them and the hope. 

I remember how we hoped against hope that a Russian woman would join 
us on our first trip to Geneva--she did. 

I was told by one of our Negro women in Montreal how the Nigerian dele
gate sighed in relief when she saw another Negro and knew she was not alone-
among 2000 white women. 

There was the silence of death and remembrance when in the Pope's private 
chambers a small package was opened from Hiroshima and in it lay a stone of 
fused metal and human bone. I shall not forget ... 

Also in Rome 2 So. African women joined us one evening to see films on 
American protests in hopes of an idea for an approach to their problems. 

And in our own foreign country within our co-:mtry my ties with Claire 
Harvey, Jeannine Herron and Dora Wilson are very close from the trips we 
made together for peace rui.d the battles they still are waging in Mississippi. 

We have many family ties with our sisters all over the world and may 
we continue in peace and friendship. 

JEANNE BAGBY, Bellmawr, New Jersey 

(Jeanne is another of the original Washington 'NIS?1s. She became our first 
"expert" and led WSP in helpine to create a, national concern over heal th 
hazards due to nuclear fallout.) 

Apparently there are many Americans who agree with Senator Goldwater 
that the Nuclear Test Ban should be "repealed" and unlimited nuclear testing 
resumed. This is a frightening indication of national irresponsibility 
and m!ikes it clear that many Americans have not counted the cost of nuclear 
testing to the health of their children and to coming generations. 

- , -

When China's first atomic test is added, it seems even more imperative 
that nuclear controls be strencthened rather than lessened. Radioactive 
fallout from this small test has already been registered in Japan, and 
Iodine 131 has been detected :iJn U.S. milk. Surely efforts must be made to 
include China in negotiations to prevent spread of nuclear weapons. 

Nor must dangers from underground tests be overlooked. The recent under
ground shot in Mississippi raised a large cloud of smoke(7) and caused damage' 
4 miles from the site. 

Meanwhile, fallout continues at peak levels from previous atmospheric 
tests, and doses received in our total diet will not decrease for months. 
Fallout is expected to level off in 1965, but the ground level radioactive 
inventory will not decrease until after 1967. 

The limited test ban is only a first step. Its successful first year 
proves that patient negotiation can result in benefits to all mankind. The 
next step must be a complete nuclear test ban including China and any other 
nations working on atomic weapons. 

~~=t):J~~ 
I 

ELEANOR Gf.RST, Santa Barbara, California 

(Eleanor was one of the Washington founders of WSP. Until she left to join 
the Center for the Study of Dem. Institutions, she wrote many of the state
ments, press releases, brochures, articles that flowed from Washington, WSP.) 

We hear more all the time about the "Triple Revolution" - the advent 
of nuclear weaponry, the struggle for human rights, and cybernation. The 
latter, not yet tryly understood by anyone, puts us in somewhat the position 
we'd be in if a space-ship landed. We would probably decide to unite to 
preserve human beings--and this is what we must do now. 

Here the experience of WSP -- as a catalyst unifying women to work for 
peace -- is valuable. 

This is not to say that women should stop working for peace to work on 
one of the other "revolutions." Far from it--f~r while many people are 
devoting their lives to the problems of rights or cybernation, the peace 
forces dwindle. Yet the threat is greater than ever, as China's bomb reminds 
us. 

Rather, while we fill the uni~ue role of women for peace, we must also 
read, and think, and talk, with new awareness of interrelationships. 

WSP has repeatedly proved its creative originality in coming up with 
solutions. They have never been needed more. 
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RUTH GAGE COLBY, New York, New York 

(Ruth is known throughout the world due 
~est and her eloquent pleas for peace. 
ator for WISP.) 

to her extensive travels East and 
She was first international coordin-

Do you remember a game long ago in which you chanted "Heavy, heavy 
hangs over thy head; what will thee do to redeem it?" Nothing that ever 
hung over the heads of children of past generations could compare with what 
looms over us and our children now. Nuclear, chemical, biological and radio
logical weapons accumulating in vast competing stockpiles are threatening 
the loss of our world. What, then, have we done and what can we do to redeem 
it? 

In three years, a mere fragment of time, the 'NISPs have endeavored to 
relinquish the age-old tradition of security through military strength and 
to adopt a new vray of security through mind and spirit embodied in law and 
symbolized in the United Nations. We have scorned the madness of the "over
kill" concept, because no human, no creature, no state, no world can die 
more than once. We have insisted that the obsession with violence and killing 
be removed from our chi.ldren 1s lives. We have welcomed the Test Ban Treaty. 
We were gladdened by the reduction of fissionable materials far bombs, by 
the prohibition against orbiting weapons into Outer Space ann by that reas
suring "hot line" between the ',Vhi te House and the Kremlin. We have rejoiced 
in the growing freedom of peoples everywhere, including our own of African 
origin. But we know that all of this is a bare beginning. There is still 
no disannament. There are millions still unfree. 

We must remain steadfast in our denunciation of mass death as a me'UlS 
to national ends, and ever more determined that the war in Viet Nam must 
stop before all Asia or all the world is involved. We must be increasingly 
vigilant in watching each and every danger spot on the globe in order to 
prevent further conflicts. We must try to discipline ourselves against such 
preoccupation with intricate details of purely military nature that we can 
no longer feel the eternal meaning of our cause as the love of peace and 
the love of life. 

11/e, the WISPs, can best honor the anniversary of our Founding by 
&iving evidence that we continue to cherish the mystery of this deathless 
quest through daily giving of our time and energy and money to save our 
world. 

' 
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During this anniversary month the Washington Steering Committee 
proposes a special fund appeal to raise $20,000 for the National Office. 

If 1000 Wispers around the country would each give (or raise) $20 
we could quickly have this amount. 

Naturally any contribution above or below $20 is welcome. A concen
trated effort to accomplish this goal seems an excellent way for all of us 
to mE..rk our 3rd anniversary. 

How about it? 

KAY JOHNSON, Washington, D.C. 

(Kay has worked in the National Office ever since WSP was two w~eks old. She 
has given organization to our non-organization but is returning to Denver in 
January. She came to D.C. with her Congressman husband, Byron Johnson.) 

WOUEN STRIKE 1''0R PEACE cannot continue its vital T1ork unless we get 
help from you. Not only do we need money NOW but we need a continuing income 
so that we are not constantly plagued with the need to raise money to pay 
our daily bills. 

As readers of the MElJO know, :/SP is busy in many parts of the country in 
a variety of activities. We are wholeheartedly in the fight against the 
spread of nuclear weapone, for a complete test ban, for a stable economic 
conversion to a 1•eacetime economy, for peace education, for a stronger UN, 
for general and complete disarmament under international control--you name 
it, our women are working on it. 

Also this 11EMO, which is so necessary for communication between our 
women, depends on a National Office to get it out; the subscription fee does 
not cover all its costs. • 

Since we have no dues-paying membership, we must turn to our friends who 
understand the tremendous importance of maintaining an active women's peace 
force. There is much work still to be done. Many many thanks for your 
support. 

----------------------------~----------
I enclose$ _____ * 

I pledge to send $ _____ -er month to the WSP National Office, for 
continuing support. 

NAME S'l'REET ADDRESS 
• ;..__________________ ------------

CI TY STilTE ZIP CODE -------------- ---------- -------
Send to, ',Yomen Strike for Peace, 2016 P St. N.W. #32, Washington 36, D.C. 

* Donations of •5 or more rill entitle you to a 1 year subscription to the 
iiIDriO. 
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Proposal for Action 

FROM: Deanna Lister, Berkeley; Ethel Rumaker, Oakland; Lucille Green, El 
Cerrito; Ann Spake, San Francisco 

RE: 4th National Conference of WSP PLEASE RESPOND BY DECEMBER 1. 

Women for Peace groups in the Bay Area propose that the next national 
conference of Women for Peace be held in San Francisco next June. 

Such a conference would coincide with the 20th anniversary of the UN 
taking place here at its birthplace. It would offer possibilities for empha
sizing ite major task--peace in the world--and the contribution women can 
make in this direction. It would aid our own discussion re national action 
activities such as lobbying and publicizing this important event. 

For us to make adequate preparations we need to have a decision by 
Di!:C F:MBER 1. Ne feel we can take responsibility for the mechanics of the 
conference and community activities. 

We have also discussed the possibilities of either having an intern'l 
meeting of women following our own conference or of inviting observers from 
Canada and Mexico or of placing on the agenda the planning of a future intern 11 
women's conference. 

Please consider, complete and send to Ann Spake, S.F. WFP, Box 2364, S.Fo Cal. 

1. \VFP conference in Ju.11.e in S.F. 
If Yes: Ao Should conference have theme tied in with UN? 

If yes, what theme 
3. Should actions related to UN be part of the conf? 

If yes, what ________ _ 

C. Should women observers from similar grou~s in 
neighboring countries be invited? 

D. Shou~d a future intern'l women's conference be in 
agenda? 

E. The UN1s 20th anniversary will be June 20-27. 
,vhat dates do you suggest for our conf? 

F. How can your group assist in plans for the conf., 
i.e.invitations, agenda, speakers, finances etc. 

G. Who would be the contact in your area to exchange 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 
No 

No 

No 

No 

ideas for conf. planning? _________________ _ 

2. Would you like an intern'l conference of women this June? Yes 

Since the UN commemoration is being held in S.F. we feel that this 
is a most logical time for the focus of WFP-Wfsp to shift to the West. 

No 
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You Are ... A MOTHER 

FATHER 

SISTER 

BROTHER 

AUNT 

UNCLE 

NIECE 

NEPHEW 

COUSIN 

GRANDMOTHER 

GRANDFATHER 

Think of me ... 

Johnson says: 

"Disarmament is not merely the government's 
business. It is everyone's business. It is the con

cern, or should be, of every parent and teacher, 

every public servant and every private citizen. 

lrom an excellent 4 page leaflet put out by Loe Angeles WSP 
during the election campaign. 

We have been sending the Memo to hundreds of women whose subscriptions have 
lapsed, but we can no longer afford to do so. This Annlversary Memo is the 
la~t one wear~ ~en~inr, out to the laree mailing list. After this we will 
send only to '3ubscribers, and your nrune label will include the expiration 
date for your subscription. Please wai.,ch this dute and renew your subscrip
tion when the time comes. We cannot send out reminders. 

If you receive no more Memos, pleaRe send us i5 for your renewal. The previous 
:,~emo # 7 was sent to the reduced list; if you didn't receive it, Y?Ur Memo 
subscription ha.s run out. We may have made some errors in this, so if you 
kno•n you paid for it, let us know. ~ • 

Thank you. 



WISP CLEARING HOUSES 
for information write to: 

" Economic Conversion 
A,ice Hamburg, 2630 Baker St. 
San Francisco 23, Calif. 

International Clearing House 
Sarah Shoresman, 1248 Oak St. 
Winnetka, Illinois 

Legislative Newsletter 
Eleanor Garst, 2456 20th St., N.W .. 
Washington 9, D. C. 

Lobby by Proxy 
Folly Fodor, 4515 Drummond Ave. 
Chevy Chase, Md. 

Peace Education (War Toys) 

NOTE: 

This issue ia being 
mailed to you from 
the United Nations. 

We wanted •very one 
of you to own the 
historic stamp on 
the right. Mary Ann Holser, 1041 Citrus Dr. 

La Habra, Calif. 

United Nations 
Helen Frumin, 34 Farley Rd. 
Scarsdale, New York 

..:ffl 5c 

subscription blank 
Please send me a one-year subscription of WISP MEMO. 
The price is $5 a year; add $3 for foreign postage (first
class boat) Also I enclose a contribution to support the 
work of Women Strike for Peace for a total of $ 

Name 
(please print) 

Street 

City. Zone State 

Make check or money order payable to Women Strike 
for Peace and mail to WISP at 1822 Massachusetts Ave., 
N.W., Washington 36, D. C. 
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