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TAKING THE ISSUES TO THE MAN IN THE STREET ... 

Members of WISP in Ann Arbor, Mich., set up teams of two women ea.ch 
at mail boxes in the dowtown business area and urged people passing 
on the street to express their concern about Vietnam to President 
Johnson. Shown above are Mrs. H. Weissberg and Mrs. J. Rabow speak
ing to a local businessman. Signatures were obtained on 485 pre
�Titten postcards. 

For more about Ann Arbor activity see: 
"Around the Country" page 2. 



AROUND 

ANN ARBOR, MICH. 
The Ann Arbor Voters' Voice for 
Peace interviewed the 3 Repub
lican & the 3 Democratic cand
idates for Congress from the 
2nd Cong. Distr. All 5 cand
idates were cordial and court
eous but they differed markedly 
in their views regarding what 
is needed for world peace. Two 
candidates were selected to be 
given active support; Thayer (a 
Repub.) and Faye (a Demo.) who 
seemed most capable of making 
a contribution to world peace. 

A.A. WFP believes that 
we should work to defeat Gold
water and Goldwaterism. We also 
believe that it is our social 
role to underscore the signifi
cance of this defeat by turning 
the election into a national 
repudiation of nuclear brinkman
ship and provide a mandate for 
more positive steps toward peace 
and disarmament. 

NEW YORK AREA 
Local groups are working hard 
on WISP Peace Ballots. QUEENS 
group collected signatures at 
department stores in shopping 
center. Met with county leader 
of Demo. Party who was impressed 
with number of signers. VILLAGE 
committee set up signers tables 
at street corners and collected 
money as well. NASSAU went in 
front of ~ocery stores in sh0p
ping centers. 

United Nations committee 
will have a unique series of 
briefings on STRUCTURE AND 
CURRENT I0SUES BElt,bRE THE UN to 
be given by Secretariat experts at 
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T H E COUNTRY 

AT the UN. 1st- Charter of the UN. 
by Deputy Under Sec. M.A. Vellodi. Others 
will be on International Cooperation 
Year; Economic & Social Impact of 

~ament; and the Role of Non-Aligned 
Nations in the UN• 

SOUTHERN CALIF. 
An appeal for money to put bus posters 
in area buses was sent out by WISP. 
The posters would say, "Women: Protect 
your children from Nuclear Recklessness. 
Vote for ••. Peace Negotiations - Jobs 
and Education - Opportunity for all -
Pres. Johnson" and be signed,Women Strike 
for Peace. 

The appeal states, 11 ••• Is 
this a time for complacency? We think not. 
In this election year, we must work for 
an overwhelming defeat of fascism,racism, 
and nuclear recklessness at the polls." 

A Contribution of 125 buys 
poster space seen by 40,000 riders for 
the entire PRE-ELECTION month of October. 

FLASH 
The following is from a very important 9 
page article, to be published in the Oct. 
issue of Scientific American. 

THE WASHING TON POST 
Th.ur$day, Sept. Z4, 1964 

Arms Race Called Road 
To Oblivion 

Continue on page 7 
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RADIATION NEWSLETTER 

WISP groups will want to communicate with their Congressmen, the 
President the AEC and Defense Dept. about the forthcoming underground nuclear ' . tests to be held in Mississippi next month. Postcards alerting WISP Steering 
Committees of the first test, scheduled for Sept. 22, but tnen delayed, 
were sent out by NICH. This is the first of three explosions planned by 
the AEC and Defense Dept. "to improve ability to detect, identify and locate 
underground nuclear detonations." 

Many questions will be prompted by this news. Nobody can be 
certain that these explosions will not vent and release radiation in the 
area or contaminate undereround water. According to a UPI report of Aug. 
8 "54 persons living within a mile and a half of the explosion site (have 
b;en asked) to leave the area for a few hours that day. Local authorities, 
it was s1:..id, will be asked to remove anyone who refuses to leave voluntarily." 

Over 800 persons further out are urged to stay outdoors. The 
governrr.ent has arranged "to make prompt settlement for_any property damage 
up to $5000." Surely sites involving less danger to life and property could 
be selected if such experiments are truly necessary. 

).Stronti11.11i-90 Fallout 
lncreasi1ig in Natiori 

A vast storehouse of radioac-I 
tive strontium-90 in the upper 
atmosphere still is raining in
creasingly heavy fallout on the 
Nation, public health figures 
showed yesterday. 

But the increasmgly heavy I 
strontium-90 fallout still is well 
within the Federal Radiation 
Oouncil'• guideline for accept
able health risk. Health offi.

1 
ci.a:ls expressed. no concern. 

The figures also showed that 

United Press International 

the most sophisticated equip-, 
mertt the Government owns has 
not ~n able to detect any 
trace &f radioactive iodine-131 
fallout for the year ending 
June 30. 

In the past, the short-lived 
I 

iodine-131 radiation has been •

1 

of more concern to health of
ficials because in some 1cat
tered cases it surpassed the Ra• 
diation Council's guidelines. I 

The strontium-90 now falling 1 

to earth was placed in the up- ' 
per atmosphere by nuclear ex-\ 
plosions conducted before this 
country negotiated a test-ban 
treaty with Russia July 25, 
1963. 

The Federal Radiation Coun• 
cil expects deposits of the long
lived radioactive materials t.o 
continue to increase until about\ 
June, 1966, when it will start to' 
decrease. 

Continued page a 
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RADIATION NEWSLETTER continued 

The fifth report of the Federal Radiation Council was issued in 
July. As expected the "permissable limits" of radioactive contamination 
have been raised -- 20 fold. Where the former Radiation Protection Guides 
designated 1.5 rads and .5 rad as acceptable dose limits, we now have 
Protective Action Guides of 30 and 10 rads, covering Iodine 131 doses to 
average population and specific samples respectively. 

Even these expanded limits are to be considered elastic, dependent 
upon conditions and contingencies. No mention is made of limits of time or 
space to be applien to these projected dose estimates, leaving the way clear 
to the averaging-put processes which have prevented action to date. 

Primary to any judgment for protective action would be speedy 
registering and estimation of projected doses in any given area. Since 
the government's monitoring system is not up to this kind of minute coverage, 
we can continue to expect "after the fact" reports, such as the estimate 
given in 1963 by Dr. Dunning that dol!les of from 7-35 rads may have resulted 
from the July, 1962 "Small Boy"_ shot in Nevada. 

To quote from the report, "the Protective Action Guide is based on 
the assumption that the occurrence, in a particular area, of environmental 
contamination that would require _protective action is an unlikely event." 
This is an interesting principle, since the report was written to specific
ally include such events as industrial accidents and nuclear test fallout, 
both of which occurrences have in the past produced contamination exceeding 
even these new limits. 

Since this Report No. 5 includes only Iodine 131, WE WONDER WHAT 
ADVICE MAY BE FORTHCOMING ON THOSE LONGER-LiVED RADIONUCLIDES WHICH ARE LESS 
SUSCEPTIBLE TO CONTROL BUT PERHAPS EVEN MORE HARMFUL, SUCH AS STRONTIUM 90 
AND CESIUM 137. 

And while we c.:.m understand that a certain amount of flexibility 
is necessary in view of the countless variables relating to radioactive 
contamination, we regret that government policy appears to be primarily a 
raising of permissible limits in response to increasing levels of radiation. 

- 5 -

SPECIAL BULLETIN 
from LegislaTive Newsl£'1ter 

AGREEMENT TO SPREAD NUCLEAR KNOW-HOW PASSED 

The Joint Atomic Energy Committee, in executive session, last week 
passed the 4o-reement for the transfer of new nuclear information to NATO and 
to its member states. Public hearings on the Agreement were held by the 
Committee in Mid-August. Although no hearings or debate were held on the 
floor of Congress, all Congressmen were notified of the Committee hearings. 
Six Congressmen (see MEMO No. 3 for names) submitted resolutions disapproving 
the Agreement and WSP and WILPF testified against it. 

We are not su:rprised that the Agreement passed, especially as little 
public attention was focused on it through mass media. However, the height
ened interest and concern expressed by many Congressmen, which resulted in 
the schedualing of open hearings by the Committee and the distribution to 
all Conb'Tessmen of the transcript of the hearings, was to some extent brought 
about by the concern and activity of the peace movement. 

''WiLF" STILL THE ISSUE 

The most crucial problem remains the increased pace of support for 
the Multilateral Force itself. The mixed-manned nuclear fleet p~oposal is 
expected to come before Congress in the form ,)f a treaty early in 19650 This 
means it will be open for debate on the floor. 

NOW is the time to begin thinking of ways to draw popular attention 
to the dangers of an Atomic Fleet treaty. We have several months to explore 
ways in which we can make out views felt. Let's get the country thinking 
of what such a treaty could mean to the ~afety of our citizens and to the 
peoples of the world. 

Too many people find the MLF issue confusing as well as not having 
any direct affect on them as individualso We need effective ways to explain 
the issues and enable people to have informed opinions. 
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Proposal Action-by Steering Committees 

FROM: Peace Education Clearing House & Committee Against War Toys 
RE: No Military Equipment on Children's Playgrounds 

The following is the text of a flier which we plan to distribute in the 
Southern Calif. areao If this is becoming a national trend in playgrounds, 
would other areas be interested in joining us? 

TO: Mothers, Fathers, Grandparents and Friends of Children: 

A plan has been announced to put obsolete training planes, surplus World Wa:r 
II army tanks, amphibious "ducks," Marine-type obstace courses, etc. on 
playgrounds across the nation. A drive to raise $2.5 million for such purposes 
is under way by a ''National Committee on Playgrounds for Young America, Inc.", 
headed by O.Roy Chalk, owner of the District of Columbia Transit Systemo The 
recently-opened JOHN F. KENNEDY PLAYGROUND in Washington, D.Co is the first 
of these to be placed in operation. Press reports (L.A. Times,7-19-64) state 
that "Thousands of youngsters have swarmed over" the army tanks in the nation's 
capital during the past few weeks. This is described as "creative Play" to 
provide the challenges children need. 

Now under consideration is a proposed playground for East Los Angeles, Cal. 
to be modeled on the one in Washington, according to Congressman Edward 
Roybal 1s office. This :rould be in a crowded, low-income area occupied 
largely by Mexicfill-Americans, with few open spaces. A 1000 patient VoAo 
hospital will soon cover most of existing Hazard Park; Cong. Roubal seeks 
to establish the playground, army tanks and all, "on what will be left" of 
the park. 

WISP asks: HOVI WILL SUCH "PLAY" AFFECT OUR CHILDREN? WILL IT PREPAIIB '.!.'HEM 
FOR LIFE IN A MORE :PEACEFUL WORLD? OR YIILL IT ENCOURAGE FALSE IDEAS OF 
I1:.UDERN WAR A'.:3 AN EXCITING AND ADVENTUROUS GAME? IS THIS THE KIND OF CHALLENGE 
OUR TEEN-AGERS NEED? WHAT FORMS OF ACTIVE PLAY CAN WE SUGGEST INSTEAD? 

ACTION 

Cong. Roybal is a fine 1,ublic servant. He needs the support of all who 
understand young people. Let us help him NO•,/ in his effort to secure more 
adequate play space in East Los Angeles. 

' 

However, the WISP PEACE EDUCATION CLEARING HOUSE recommends that each letter 
sent in support of this project include a strongly worded appeal that the 
proposed playground be equipped for truly creative play (not war play) and 
financed by public funds, with well-paid professional leadership. Our 
central thought: NO MILITARY EQUIPMENT ON CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUNDS! 

If you agree, will you give your reasons in your own words -- and write today? 

Address copy to 
L.A. Board of Recreation & Parks Cong. Edward Royoal 

''/j 11 you also let us know what action you and your organization takes? 

CONTINUE FROM PAGE 2 

Ruth Koshuk, 
WISP War Toy Committee 
4705 South St. 
Lakewood, California 

Science Experts Say No Further Buildup Can Preserve Nation 
Two former key Govern

ment science advisers say in 
a detailed study that a further 
buildup in weaponry is vir• 
tually meaningless, as no con
ceivable military efforts -
any longer safeguard/ .. ~na· 
tion's security. 

The two s c i e n t i s t s are 
Jerome B. Wiesner and Her• 
bert F. York. 

Wiesner was science adviser 
to the late President Kennedy 
and is now dean of science at 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. York was chief 
scientist at the Pentagon dur
ing the Eisenhower and Ken
n e d y Administrations a n d 
now is chancellor of the Uni
versity of California at San 
Diego. 

The essence of their thesis 
is that both sides in an arms 
race are "confronted by the 

dilemma of steadily increas
ing military power and stead
ily decreasing national secur· 
ity." 

'No Technical Solution' 
They further state that "this 

dilemma has no technical 
solution" in their "considered 
professional judgment." 

The two scientists, who 
point out that they have spent 
their professional lifetimes 
advising the Government on 
military policy and in the ac
tive development of weapons, 
make this statement: 

"If the great powers con
tinue to look for solutions in 
the area of science and tech• 
nology only, the result will be 
to worsen the situation. The 
clearly predictable course of 
the arms race is a steady 
open spiral downward into 
oblivion." 

For these reasons, Wiesner 
and York argue against con
tinued underground nuclear 
testing and in favor of fur
ther arms control and there
after "actual di!,armament" as 
a solution to the dilemma. 

Basing their arguments on 
nonsecret information. Wies
ner and York conclude that 
neither antimissile rhissiles 
nor fallout and blast shelters 
nor further refinemePLs in 
atomic and hydrogrn weapum, 
can protect Americans or 
Russians against the ravages 
of nuclear-tipped-missile war
fare. 

Essentially, the two weap
ons specialists argue that since 
technology cannot prevent 
such destruction, the only so
lution lies at the disarmament 
conference table. 
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PROPOSALS FOR ACTION FROM INDIVIDUALS 

FROMs Albert Bofman, Peace Library 
913 West 69th St., Chicago, Ill. 

RE: Letters as educational tools 

I would like to add to the suggestion of Mrs. Miller in MEMO #4, 
Sept. 14, re writing letters to encourage or oppose congressmen who vote or do 
not vote as we think they should. We can and should send such letters to 
editors of newspapers in their states. 

However, it is not necessary to spend more than a few minutes to get 
the names of their state newspapers. Not only the names and addresses of 
newspapers but also the exact title of the letter-to-editor column, the 
circulation, the maximum number of words generally printed, and other informa
tion about each newspaper is now available in Peacedom Digest No. 44. With 
this powerful peace-tool, you can reach 21 million families reading 81 news
papers in 72 cities of all the 50 states of the USAo 

In any instance, it is not sufficient merely to write a letter to 
your congressman. It is most important to always writed simultaneous letters 
to editors which will reach millions of newspaper readers. By neglecting this 
tool, our fellow-citizens remain uninformed of our thinking, an~ ,e fail to 
fulfill our function of engendering support from them, the newspaper readers, 
our potential peace-allieso 

I have had more than a third of a billion copies of pro-peace letters
to-editors printed. For a copy of Peacedom Digest No. 44 and other guidance 
on letter writing, send $1 to the above addresso 

csssssswssssssssssssssss 
FROM , Janet Neuman, Washington, D.C. 
RE: The need for more WISP Clearing Houses 

I would like to see a national chairman or a national clearing house 
or some central "authority" for additional areas of concern to WISPo Particu
larly, I think there is a need in the fields of Disarmament, on MLF and Vietnam. 

&SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS 

FROM: Frances Manning, Baldwin Park, Calif. 
REs Advice to election workers. 

If there are any fraualent practices about the November election, the 
time they occur is after the polls are closed and during the count of the vote. 
It is in the transfer of vote figures from tally sheet to report sheet that 
honest mistakes occur and changes not so honest are induced. So a most crucial 
job is to WATCH THE COUNT! 
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Not es from a Workshop 
POSSIBILITIES AND PROBABILITIES IN VIETNAM. Workshop held in Washington, D.C., 
Sept. 19, 1964, with three speakers: Prof. Bernard Fall, author of two books 
and many articles on Vietnam, I.F. Stone, whose Weekly has done a notable 
reporting job on the war; and Mr. James Montgomery, member of the Task Force 
on Vietnam in the State Dept. 

The 6 hour workshop started with a circumstantial account of the origins of the 
war by Mr. Montgomery, followed by many questions as to the present situation 
and possible solutions. ?.ir. Montgomery's analysis was, briefly: N. Vietnam is 
"exploiting the vulnerabilities of underdevelopment" in S. Vietnam; the only 
solut~on for the U.S. is to keep on aiding the S. Vietnamese until N. Vietnam 
stops "interfering in her neighbor's affairs." He opposed neutralization or 
even negotiation, nnd estimated, unoffieially, that the U.S. would need to 
continue the war against the Viet Cong for 5 more years. Fifteen to 30 more 
years of aid would be required to bring the country to a state of economic 
viability and political independenceo 

Prof. Fall criticised the State Dept. for not taking into account "facts of life" 
in Vietnam such as the century-old quarrel between Buddhists and Catholics. 
He outlined four policies that the U.S. might follow: 
• • • Walk out as we did in China. 
••• Continue giving limited support with military personnel, advisers 

and equipment until N. Vietnam tires of the war. 
••• Escalate the war directly against N. Vietnam alone or N.Vietnam 

and China. 
• • • Negotiate; face-t,;-face with the Viet Cong; face-to-face with 

Viet Cong and N. Vietnam; face-to-face with Viet Cong, N. Vietnam 
and China; or through a Geneva-type Conference. 

Mr. Stone took several approaches to the problem. He first contrasted the 
success of the present U.S. pragmatic policy towards Communist countries in 
Europe (i.e. a different policy for each) with the bankruptcy of the old 
rigid policy, directed originally at the USSR and still being applied to 
Communist nations in the Far East. Mr. Stone and Prof. Fall agreed that the 
present is a distinctly hopeful time for securing a peaceful settlement. They 
made these points: 

••• The Sino-Hussian dispute impels China to seek better relations for 
trade and otherwise, with the West. 

• • • N. Vietnam has always wanted to resume vital trade with the 
South and now fears U.S. bombardment accompanied by Chinese 

Continue on page 11 
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A REPORT ON THE CONFEDERATION FOR PEACE 
The International Confederation for Disarmament & Peace was formally 

begun Jan. 1964, in Tyringe, Sweden by some 100 people from 50 groups (12 
were international) and 17 countries. It seeks to coordinate organizations 
which stem from the principle of working for peace from a position not aligned 
with the major power blocs. It will be aligned "only by virtue of its over
riding loyalty to all humanity." 

At Tyringe, 6 steps were agreed upon. They were (1) opposing the 
NATO multilateral nuclear force--MLF, (2) support for dise~agement in 
Central Europe, (3) the formation of nuclear-free zones, (4) the reuniciation 
of the independent deterrent by Britain cl.Ild France, (5) an end to the 
isolation of China, (6) unilateral initiatives for disengagement. 

However, the conference stated that "such limited measures by them
selves and without social change would be unlikely to meet the needs of the 
human condition in this technologically advanced nuclear era," and that the 
peace movement's basic function is to pioneer a new and better world. A 
consensus of opinion will be sought which will "serve to extend the conser
vatives to the point of meaningful action and to coax the revolutionaries 
into the realm of the possible." 

During its first year the secretariat in London will be mainly con
cerned with fund-raising; improving communications; issuing information 
including an intern 1 1. agenda of events; help in coordinating actions inter
nationally; and a quarterly bulletin. 

A second phase of work will include the promotion of an independent 
disarmament and research institute; an intern'l news service, East-West cort
ferences and a World at Peace exhibition and confab in 1965. 

The ICDP has a policy of cooperation with other concerned groups 
such as the Intern 11 Peace Bureau, the World Council of Peace and the UN. 
With the IPB it will undertake such projects as peace research; promotion 
of people-to-people contact during Intern'l Cooperation Year, etc. 

There will be collaboration with the WCP in the fields of immediate 
disarmament objectives and East-West relations (e.g. the exchange of delega
tions, study seminars, work camps, etc.) Consultative status with the UN 
and UNESCO will be sought. 

It was felt by many of the speakers that the future of the peace 
movement is dependent on the ideas and ideals it can stimulate. They spoke 
of the differences between the apparent situation-a relaxation of tension 
politically, as symbolised by the test-ban treaty, and therefore a general 
psychological relaxation--and the real situation in which no nation is re
ducing its military capability and the world is plagued by a series of re
stricted but bloody conflicts. 

Nevertheless, if coherent policies which are well in advance of 
events can be developed there are new opportunities in the atmosphere of the 
detente. An appeal to fear can no longer be effective but the onus is on 
peace workers to find constructive solutions and set the pace for a peace race 
which would capture the imagination of an international public. 
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NOTICES 
FROM: Capital District Peace Council 

Esta Blood, 37 Stueben St., Schenectady, N.Y. 

Our group is considering building a "peacemobile" or buyin& a used trailer and 
converting it into a permanent peace exhibit on wheels. 

Does anyone anywhere in the country (WSP or otherwise) have any exper
ience with building and operating a mobile peace exhibit? I'm sure we are 
not the first with such an idea and we would be eternally grateful for any 
advice we could get on the subject before we start. 

CSSSISSWBBSSSSSSSSSIFSSS 

FROM: MEMO Committee 

Ladies, ladies, we need photos, photos, photos! Please think of us as you 
carry out your activities and send reports and photographs. It makes the 
MEMO a much more useful tool for you as each group gets ideas and inspiration 
from the knowledge of what's going on "Around the Country." 

CSSSJSSSSSSSSSSSSSiiliSJS 

Continue from page 9 

intervention. Sha has accordingly scaled down her demands--in Feb. 
1964, offered to accept the terms of the 1954 cease fire. (Geneva 
agreements). 

••• This offer makes it possible for the U.S. to accept without losing 
face a government in S. Vietnam in which the opposition is represented 
and the effective neutralizing of both Vietnams, Laos and Cambodia, 
to form a buffer "belt" below China. 

• • • The U.S. occasionally acknowledges, as Matthias of the CIA did 
recently, that the war is political in origin and must logically 
have a political solution. 



WISP CLEARING HOUSES 
for information write to: 

Economic Conversion 
Alice Hamburg, 2630 Baker St. 
San Francisco 23, Calif. 

International Clearing House 
Sarah Shoresman, 1248 Oak St. 
Winnetka, Illinois 

Legislative Newsletter 
Eleanor Garst, 2456 20th St., N.W .. 
Washington 9, D. C. 

lobby by Proxy 
Folly Fodor, 4515 Drummond Ave. 
Chevy Chase, Md. 

Peace Education <War Toys) 
Mary Ann Helser, 1041 Citrus Dr. 
La Habra, Calif. 

United Nations 
Helen Frumin, 34 Farley Rd. 
Scarsdale, New York 

subscription blank 
Please send me a one year subscr pt1on o' WISP MEMO. 
The pr ce rs $5 a year; add $3 for foreign postage (first
class boaU Also I enclose a contr but1on to support the 
wo k of Women Strike for Peace for a total of $ 

Name 
(please print) 

Street 

City Zone State 

Make check or money order payable to Women Strike 
for Peace and mail to WISP at 1822 Massachusetts Ave., 
NW, Washington 36, D C 

We thought you'd 
be interested ••..• 

This is the very 
attractive head
ing of the San 
Francisco WISP 
monthly newsletter. 

NATIONAL INFORMATION CLEARING HOUSE 
1822 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 




