
Registration Again Hit 
by Nationwide Protests 

As this newsletter goes to press, reports 
are still coming in from around the coun
try of activities during the January regis
tration week. The following are what we 
have heard to date 

South 

In Richmond, CARD of Central Virginia 
demonstrated and leaflened at the main 
post office. Leafletting, draft counseling 
and a worship service at the post office 
were held in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Bir
mingham AL CARD conducted a candle
light vigil at the main post office and leaf
letted at the nearby campuses of Tuskegee 
and Auburn University. 

Austin TX CARD ran a public service 
announcement on a local radio station, 
picketted at the main post offices and 
worked in local high schools and colleges. 
A mailing was done to senior males in five 
local high schools. The group has linked 
anti draft work with the issue of interven
tion in El Salvador in its local work. 

A phone call from a woman in Corpus 
Christie TX two days into registration 
week informed us that there had been 55 
registrants each day, and that 26 had regis
tered as conscientious objectors while all 
but 15 had signed up for draft counseling. 
Tables with postcards for older people to 
register against the draft drew a booming 
business. This report indicated that 
mothers of registration-age men are very 
concerned and upset about the possibility 
of the draft, while fathers think that 
registering for the draft is the right and 
patriotic thing to do. 

Northeast 

BAARD (Boston MA) sat in the main 
post office, resulting in 24 arrests. In 
Cambridge, 50 people laid Christmas 
trees onto the post office steps and then 
fell down on them as if dying. The chant 
was "We wish you a merry christmas and a 
happy no war," On January 5, churches in 
the Boston area joined together in ringing 
bells for peace. 

Local groups in Worcester MA and 
Westport CT demonstrated and leafletted 
at post offices. 

In New York City, 700 people protested 
registration and U.S. involvement in El 
Salvador at a rally, 32 people were 
arrested in the main post office. A week
long vigil at the local post office was held 
in Plattsburgh NY. 

North Jersey CARD leafletted at 29 local 
post offices and held a public forum. 
Wilmington DE and Erie PA leafletted 
local post offices. 

In Lancaster PA a 24-hour protest vigil 
was held at the main post office and draft 
counseling was offered to registrants. 
Washington Area CARD leafletted at post 
offices and held a spirited picket-line in 
front of the Reagan transition headquarters. 

West 

San Diego CARD held a press confer
ence, used the film "War Without 
Winners" at a public forum, and picketted 
and leafletted local post offices. A demon-

stration to stop the draft and end US inter
vention in El Salvador drew over 700 
people in Los Angeles. 

In Berkeley CA, 100 people demon
strated at the mail post office, 8 were 
arrested. Throughout the week, teach-ins 
and draft counseling sessions were held. 

Six women, one of whom was 14 years 
old, were arrested for sitting-in at the post 
office. Local officials said the 14-year old 
was the first person to be held in the juve
nile detention center for a peace demon
stration since 1965. Also in Portland, three 
"peace clowns'' were at post offices all 
week. Demonstrating and leafletting also 
took place in Eugene OR. 

Midwest 

Greater Detroit CARD held a press con
ference and leafletted at local post offices 
and high schools, using the up
coming national conference as a focal 
point. Student groups in Yellow Springs 
OH, Wilmington IN and Richmond IN leaf
letted at local post offices. 

Vigils, leafletting and a low sign-up 
were reported from Columbia MO. Over 
100 people demonstrated at the Louisville 
KY post office. Greater Dayton OH CARD 
picketted and leafletted at local post 
offices. 

The Johnson County Coalition and 
Student Coalition Against the Draft in 
Iowa City IA held a press conference, a 
candlelight vigil in the post office lobby, 
and leafletted at every area post office. 

Local antidraft groups in Chicago 
worked together in holding a press con
ference, demonstration and counseling 
sessions. A forum was held on U.S. inter
vention in Latin America, focusing espe
cially on Puerto Rico and El Salvador. In 
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~---------------------------------------------------~ I 
I 
I 
I 

Registration Form 
1Name ___________ _ Yes, I'd like to come. Enclosed is: 

____ $10fee 

Enclosed is ______ _ 

: Address 

I 

Let us know if child care 
is required. ____ _ 

I 
I City ___________ _ 

____ $ 5 college students 

____ $ 1 high school students 
I 
I State ____ Zip -----
1 
1

Phone __________ _ ____ I will need a place to stay. Mail to: 
Committee Against Registration and 
the Draft : Organization (if any) _____ _ 

·--------------
No, I can't come, but I'd like to spon
sor someone else. 

Room 796, Student Center, WSU 
Detroit, Ml 46202 • ~----------------------------------------------------

Proposed Statement 
of Principles 

After several months of discussion, the 
national CARD coalition unanimously 
agreed to submit this proposal to the con
ference for discussion as a statement of 
unity for the antidraft movement. Other 
proposals or amendments may also be 
circulated before or at the conference. 

We join together as groups and organi
zations from many walks of life and polit
ical perspectives in the Committee Against 
Registration and the Draft. Our purpose is 
to oppose military registration, the draft, 
and all forms of compulsory national ser
vice in the United States today. We work 
toward these goals on the national, state, • 
and local levels and through various forms 
of public education and political action. 

We reject re-institution of the draft as a 
violation of the basic principles of free
dom. Conscription is a form of involuntary 
servitude which disrupts the lives of youth 
and increases government control over 
citizens. 

Draft registration and conscription are 
not necessary to defend the American 
people. In fact, they jeopardize rather 
than enhance genuine security interests. 
Further expansion of the military through 
resumption of the draft would run the risk 
of inflaming international tensions. The 
Vietnam War showed that conscription 
facilitates foreign intervention by giving 
military authorities a blank check on 
American youth and a guaranteed pool of 
soldiers. 

Conscription is not an isolated wrong 
but a reflection of America's militaristic 
foreign policy. We believe that U.S. armed 
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forces should be reduced in size, not 
expanded to increase their intervention
ist capability. 

We also strongly condemn the racism, 
sexism, and repression which character
ize armed forces life. We do not feel that 
equality for women should express itself 
in equal liability to the draft and therefore 
oppose the draft for both men and women. 

CARD encompasses diverse political 
and economic viewpoints, but we are uni
ted in our belief that the current excessive 
and wasteful level of military spending 
undermines human prosperity at home 
and abroad. Arms spending increases tax
ation, destroys jobs, contributes to infla
tion and diverts vital productive resources 
from human needs to destruction. The 
resulting lack of jobs forces a dispropor
tionate number of poor and minority 
youth into the military, where they must 
defend with their lives a system which 
offers them no opportunity at home. 
Thus, while we oppose military conscrip
tion, we also strongly oppose the current 
political and economic conditions which 
push minorities and others into the All
Volunteer Force. A productive, peace
time economy would be capable of pro
viding jobs and raising the condition of 
life for all. We feel that workers, minori
ties, businesspeople, taxpayers and the 
poor all have a stake in ending the war 
economy. 
We therefore demand: 

• A stop to registration 
• No draft 
• No U.S. intervention 
• Jobs, peace and justice, not war. 



Proposed Conference Agenda 
FRIDAY, February 13 
7:00-10:00 

SATURDAY, February 14 
9:00-10:30 
10:30-12:00 

12:00-1 :00 
1 :00-2:30 
2:00-4:00 
4:00-6:30 

6:30-7:30 
7:30-10:00 

10:00-11:00 

SUNDAY, February 15 
(8:30-10:00) 

10:00-12:00 

12:00-1 :00 
1 :00-3:00 
3:00-5:30 
5:30-7:00 
7:00-10:00 

10:00-/11 

MONDAY, February 16 

Public rally, speakers and entertainment 

Opening plenary, discussion of rules and agenda 
Workshop Session I-Ski/ls and Issues 

• Communication-media and literature 
• Public speaking and debating-convincing the unconvinced 
• Community fundraising 
• Legislative strategy 
• Legal and political defense of resisters 
• Draft counseling 
• Militarism and unemployment 
• The draft and foreign policy 
• Women and the draft 

Lunch 
Workshop Session II-Ski/ls and Issues (repeat of I) 

Regional Caucuses-Principles of Unity and Future Actions 
Plenary-Principles of Unity 
(The plenary will focus on agreeing to a unifying statement of principles for the 
antidraft movement. The national coalition is submitting a proposal, other propos
als or amendment will also be discussed.) 

Dinner 

Plenary-future Actions 
(Strategies and program for the upcoming months will be discussed and evaluated. 
Suggestions and proposals from the movement will serve as the basis for discussion 
and agreement.) 
Cultural program-Music, poetry readings, etc. 

(Optional-lnterreligious Service by Mobilization for Survival Religious Taskforce) 
( -Labor history bus tour of Detroit) 

Workshop Session I I-Constituencies and Educational Issues 

• Labor • Taxpayers 
• Women • Gays 
• Blacks • Veterans 
• Hispanics • Religious community 
• Native Americans • High school students 
• Parents • College students 
• Military personnel 
• El Salvador 
• Nicaragua 
• Caribbean 
• Iran/Persian Gulf/Mideast 
• Southern Africa 
• Southeast Asia 
Lunch 

• Military budget and new weapons 
• Lessons of the antiwar movement 
• The draft and domestic repression 
• The rise of racist attacks 
• NATO and the Soviet threat 

Workshop Session IV-Constituencies and Educational Issues (repeat of 111) 
Regional Caucuses-Structure of the antidraft movement 

Dinner (with poetry and music) 

Plenary-Structure of the antidraft movement 
(This plenary will examine the present structure of the antidraft movement and 
evaluate methods to strengthen it. One goal is to find a way to ensure more local 
representation in the national CARD coalition.) 
Party 

• Regional caucuses to coordinate implementation of agreed upon actions 
• Meeting of CARD Board 
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