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Member Featured: 

'Sign of the Times: Bus Lines 
Lengthen at Subway Stations' 

In recent weeks the news media 
have carried a number of stories and 
reports focussing on various aspects 
of the "gas crunch" which has 
afflicted the metropolitan 

Union officers 
rated 'tops' by 
bonding firms 

Labor union officials-of both 
local and international unions
have been classified as belonging to 
the "safest risk category" by 
bonding companies across the 
nation, according to a recent report 
from the National Surety 
Association (NSA). 

The NSA rates occupations and 
organizations on the basis of their 
record for honesty, reported the 
July-August issue of "White 
Collar," publication of the Office 
and Professional Employees 
International Union. 

Union officials' honesty was rated 
"tops" in a group including 
clergymen, Red Cross officials, and 
fraternal organization leaders. 

ANOTHER RECENTLY 
published survey revealed that 
American trade unionists rated their 
unions highest in the all-important 

(See RATINGS, page 3) 

Washington Area in recent months. 

IN THE JULY 10 issue of The 
Washington Post, a report of 
lengthening lines of passengers 
awaiting bus transport at subway 
stations featured tlie comments of 
Northern Div. operator Harvey E. 
Lee, Sr., a Local Union member 
since May, 1968, and shop steward 
and Executive Board member. As 
we believe his story would be typical 
of all our divisons, we reprint it from 
The Washington Post. 

As he deftly wielded the steering 
wheel of the Metro bus, 
maneuvering it into the driveway of 
the Silver Spring subway station, 
driver Harvey Lee surveyed the 
crowd of anxious suburban 
commuters-one of the more visible 
reminders of the gasoline crunch. 

"There used to be a time when one 
bus could handle all the people who 
came off any one subway train to 
board a bus to the suburbs," says 
Lee. "But now the lines of people out 
here waiting for buses look like the 
gasoline lines." 

THE NEW RIDERS, Lee says, 
have completely altered the world of 
bus riding. They come with three
piece suits and sharp business 
dresses, carrying leather brief cases 
and folders of paperwork-adding 
wealth, if not warmth, to the 
atmosphere. 

"Before, when I pulled up to the 
terminal in Silver Spring, at the 
same time every day I would see 

the same people," says Lee. "They 
would sit in the same place every 
day, kind of like their own little 
turfs, and other regular riders would 
honor that. 

"That's a thing of the past. Now 
we have people packed up past the 
fare box-some of them standing on 
the steps-and it looks like sardines 
in a can. We even have to turn some 
people away from getting on at the 
first stop. Someone getting off the 
subway during rush hour may have 
to wait for several buses just to get a 
ride." 
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Operator Harvey E. Lee, shown 
driving a crowed Northern Div. bus, 
has noted a substantial increase in 
ridership resulting from the gasoline 
shortage. 



President's Message: 

Aug. 25 Retirees' Party 
set for the Union Hall 

I'm pleased to r~port that the party for Local 689 retirees has been 
scheduled to get underway at 12 noon on Saturday, Aug. 25 at the 
Union Hall on the first floor at 100 Indiana Ave., N. W. As it's on 
Saturday, ample street parking should be available. 

In addition to the pleasure of meeting and talking with old friends, 
the event will feature the famous HODGES ROAST BEEF, iced tea 
and coffee will also be served. There will be a brief business meeting at 
12:30. 

Bud Grannell, chairman of the event, and I join in asking you to be 
sure by bring any retirees you know who mightn't have heard about the 
party. We want a big turnout, the more the merrier! Please call the 
Union Office at 628-3672 by Aug. 21 so we can have a complete list of 
those attending. 

Another matter, that of the 
importance of voting in local, state 
and national elections, is vital to all 
of us in the labor movement. 

Often one feels that "my one vote 
doesn't count." Here's an example 
of why every single vote does count. 

In the recent close election for 
U.S. Senator from Virginia, 
Republican John Warner defeated 
Democrat (and labor-supported) 
Andrew Miller by only 4,721 votes 
out of 1,221,743 which were cast. 

THE AFL-CIO National 
Committee on Political Education 
(COPE) records show that several 
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§ Attention L.D. 689 Members: ~ - -- -- -
§ ATTEND YOUR § - -- -- -
~ UNION MEETING ~ - -
§ (First and third Tuesdays of each month) § - -

• Aug. 21: 10 a.m. or 8 p.m. 
• Sept. 4: 10 a.m. or 8 p.m. 
• Sept. 18: 10 a.m. or 8 p.m. 
UNION HALL, 1st Floor, Letter Carriers' 

Bldg., 100 Indiana Avenue, N.W. _ 
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thousand trade unionists in Virginia 
not only did not vote, a substantial 
number were not registered to vote. 

If those several thousand had 
been registered, and had they and 
the eligible members of their 
families voted for the COPE
endorsed candidate, Andrew Miller, 
it's more than likely he would have 
won the election. 

In other words, "your vote does 
count." With more unionists 
registered and voting, many close 
elections which have been lost by 
labor's friends would have victories 
instead of defeats. 

President, A TU Local Union 689 

IQ LOCAL UNION. 

~ 689Df!WS 
George R. Davis 

President 

Rodney W. Richmond 
Secretary-Treasurer 

James M. Thomas, Jr. 
Recording Secretary 

Harry M. Kelly 
1st Vice President 

Maxie Lee Stallworth 
2nd Vice President 

SHOP STEWARDS AND 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS: 
Harry L. Davis 
Thomas D. Page, Jr. 
Willie C. Simon 
Benjamin J. Bayne, Jr. 
Melvin L. Broyles 
David B. Weaver 
Joe Louis Greene 

William G. Jolley 
William B. Leake 
Harvey E. Lee, Sr. 
James [. Buckner 
George W. Rexrode 
Herbert E. Bynum 
Joseph L. Jackson 

LHdo Grear, Eugene Abney, Acting Shop Stewards. 

Bulk rate poslagc paid at \.Vash1ngton. DC' .. under the 

Act of 1912. Office ol Publication Clement, Printing Co .. 
I 365 H St . 'I E .. Wa,hington. I> C 20002. Fd1tunal 
Office· Suite 40J. 100 Indiana A\e. J\.W. Wa,h1ngton. 
DC. 20001 

The 689 NEWS is published monthl} b} the A.T.ll. 
National Capital Local Lnion 689, Suile 403, 100 
Indiana An. N.W .. Washin~ton, D.C. 20001. 

PHONE 628-3672 

Henry C. Beard!iley, Publications Consultant 

~·7 



High ratings of 
unions and their 
officials shown 

RATINGS 
(Continued frQm page 1) 

categories of wage negotiations and 
grievances handling, bargaining 
gains in benefits, job security, safety 
and health. 

The ratings were developed in a 
study, "1977 Quality of 
Employment Survey," by Thomas 
A. Kochan, associate professor at 
Cornell University's School of 
Industrial and Labor Relations. It 
was reported in the May 10 issue of 
the Union Labor Report- by the 
Bureau of National Affairs. 

The survey also showed that 
workers agreed that unions 
influenced ''who gets elected to 
public office (84 percent); which 
laws are passed (81 percent); and 
'how the country is run.' (72 
percent)." Some other results of the 
study include: 

• One-third of all unorganized 
workers would vote for union 
representation if an election were 
held in their workplace; 

• Unions got an 84 percent rating 
for protecting workers against 
unfair practices; 

• They received an 80 percent 
rating in improving job security; 

• Unions were rated high (87 
percent) for their work in improving 
wages; and 

• More than half the union 
members surveyed declared their 
unions were doing "positive things 
only" in the country as a whole. 

IN BREAKING DOWN the 
statistics on the one-third of the 
unorganized workers who expressed 
willingness to join a union if asked, 
the potential unionists included 
blacks and other minorities (67 
percent); females (40 percent); blue
collar workers (39 percent); 
Southerners (35 percent); and white 
collar workers (28 percent). 

UBS tours set: 
United Buying Service sets Aug. 23, 
Sept. 6 and 20 get-acquainted tours 

Want to tour one of the largest 
decorator showrooms on the East 
Coast? As a member of United Buying 
Service you are entitled to great savings 
on the complete lines of more than 400 
different manufacturers of all styles of 
furniture. The showroom is usually 
limited to interior decorators, but UBS 
has made arrangements for you to 
purchase directly from this showroom 
located in Baltimore, Maryland. 

UBS has arranged a series of special 
"Get Acquainted" tours of this quality 
showroom so that you may see the fine 
selection of furniture, carpeting, 
drapery services, reupholstering and 
custom upholstering services, lamps, 
decor lighting fixtures, home gift items 
and wall hangings offered. 

These "Get Acquainted" tours are 
scheduled for the following Thursday 
evenings: Aug. 23, Sept. 6 and Sept. 20. 

A LIGHT BUFFET supper is served 
followinla!: each tour and all of this is 
FREE. Call immediately (657-1920) to 
reserve an invitation. The invitation will 
be sent with a map giving easy 

United Buying 
Service 

Talk'\ 
to ) 

UBS 

... and save! 657-1920 

directions to the showroom. Call UBS 
and ask for Anne Gaither. Reservations 
are limited, call NOW. 

If you are unable to attend one of 
these tours, call for a Free Purchase 
Certificate which will allow you to visit 
the showroom at your convenience. 
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Change of Address? 
If you have just moved, or a~e about t!} move, fill ?ut 
this form to insure your rontmued receipt of all union 
mail. Send this completed form and )'Our mailing label to: 

THE 689 NEWS 
Room 403, 100 Indiana A,·e., N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

Name 

Social Security No ........................................................................ . 

Former Address ........................................................................ . 
(Street and Number) 

·····························-········-······················••································ 
(City and Zip Code) 

New Address ...................................................................... .. 
(Street and Number) 

(Cil} and Zip Code) 

l ,ocation of employment ............................................................... . 
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HAPPY RETIREMENT to 
these members who began 
their "Golden Years" on July 
1st: Jack C. Cashwell; 
Matthew Chapelle; La Vern E. 
Fields; Larner W. Kelpy, Sr.; 
Donald Peters; and Cassie W. 
Thomas. Many long and 
happy years to you all. 

Volunteers sought: 

Local 689 
members' news 

OUR DEEPEST SYM
p A THY to the families and 
friends of these members who 

Retired operators for 
new program are needed 

Retired operators are needed to 
volunteer their driving skills for a 
new program for Senior Citizens. 
The program, "Senior Citizens' Arts 
With Elders," is sponsored and 
operated by the National Park 
Service. 

pick up various groups, take them to 
the program at Glen Echo Park, 
and return them to their gathering 
point. Currently, groups are 

Union Label Week, Sept. 3-8 

have recently passed away: 
Leroy Wine, operator at 
Arlington Division and a 
members since Dec. 1, 1950, 
passed away July 2; John W. 
Collins, July 4; Carroll B. 
Carter, on June 27; and of 
James Nolan, who passed 
away July 23. 

expected to participate from the 
District, Arlington, Va., and Silver 
Spring, Md. 

IN ADDITION, National Park 
Service officials said, retired 
operators may participate in the 
program themselves. For more 
information phone Janice 
Carmichael or Gerald Harrington, 
492-6282, Mondays through 
Fridays from 9 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. 

Starting on Sept. 2 and running 
through Oct. 12 of this year, the 
program consists of classes of 
instruction in a variety of arts ... 
including painting and drawing. 
Purpose of the classes is to provide 
expert knowledge and direction in 
several art techniques so the senior 
citizens may continue to enjoy their 
practice on their own. 

The Real Union Label 

The classes will run from IO a.m. 
until 3 p.m., Tuesdays through Fri
days, they will be held at the Glen 
Echo Park. Volunteer operators are 
needed to drive the buses which will 

Amalgamated Transit Union, National 
Capital Local Division 689, 
Suite 403, 100 Indiana Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

From blouses to barber shops, from 
washing machines to loaves of bread, from 
shoes to skyscrapers, the union label and 
union shop card on union-made products 
and services say, "Behind these products and 
these services stand working people who are 
proud to work for a fair wage under honest 
conditions." 

The union label is not just something you 
find sewn in your clothes or hanging on a 
shop wall. There has been a "union label" on 
most of the battles won by working people 
for a better standard of living and a bigger 
share of our country's economic wealth. 

689 
Craig G. Simpson 
5607 40th, Ave. 
Hyattsville, Md. 

The first union label was actually 
conceived out of a need to handle a fierce 
economic problem, competition from 
sweatshops. Today, we face new economic 
problems-inflation, energy uncertainties 
that affect our personal lives as well as our 
future employment, and growing anti-union 
climate among employers. 

The union label is more than a symbol of 
union-made goods, it is also a symbol of our 
ability to respond to economic conditions 
realistically and with strength. The union 
label is a symbol of the continued desire of 
working men and women for economic 
justice and a decent, fair standard of living. 
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