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··• .. metrobus 

The "articulated buses" began serving the District and Maryland in mid-June. 

The 'ACCORDIONS' 
Metro officials may like those new, so-called 'articulated 
buses,' but the Union has several reservations 

"ac-cor'di-on. A portable free
reed musical wind instrument, 
originally an extension of the 
mouth-organ, with from 5 to 50 
keys, the air for which was formerly 
supplied by the mouth (a blow
accordion), but now is usually 
furnished by a hand bellows 
attached beneath."-Funk & 
Wagnalls College Standard 
Dictionary. 

Well, Funk & Wagnalls were 

describing one word . . . to Local 
Union operators and mechanics the 
"Accordions" are those massive new 
buses which are fifteen feet longer 
than a standard bus and seat 61 
passengers instead of 47. They have 
a flexible center of pleated plastic 
allowing them to bend as they round 
corners. (Another nickname could 
be "The Snake.") 

BY WHATEVER NAMES they 

are called, the new Metro 
articulated buses have been on the 
scene since 43 of them were put into 
operation June 17. In an April story 
in The Washington Post it was 
reported the buses will be assigned 
primarily to the Benning Road line, 
which has few curves, was well as for 
rush-hour trips on the Connecticut 
Avenue line. Other routes may also 
be utilized, the newspaper story 

(See 'ACCORDIONS,' page 3) 



Retirees-make plans for 
the Aug. 25 get-together 

I'm pleased to announce that there will be a Retirees' get-together on 
Saturday, Aug. 25. We urge you to mark the date on your calendar 
now and make plans to come ... we want to have a big turnout. 
When the final details are worked out the information will be 
announced. In the meantime-be sure to mark Aug. 25 on your 
calendar. 

Efforts are now being made to 
help our members to have service 
stations available so they can 
purchase gas for their autos at hours 
which will be convenient. 

When locations have been found, 
notices will be posted at the 
locations which are covered. Service 
stations which will provide such 
preferential times for our members 
will have to receive special 
permission-and we are working on 
that now. 

IF YOU KNOW OF ANY service 
stations who are willing to 
cooperate in this special program, 
please give the information to the 
Union office at 628-3672. 

President, A TU Local Union 689 

§IIIIIIIIIIIIIIICLIP & PASTE IN YOUR LOCKER! ll11111111111~ 

= Attention L.D. 689 Members: 
- ATTEND YOUR = 
= 
= UNION MEETING 
- (First and third Tuesdays of each month) 

• July 17: 10 a.m. or 8 p.m. 
• Aug. 7: 10 a.m. or 8 p.m. 

= • Aug. 21: 10 a.m. or 8 p.m. 
= UNION HALL, 1st Floor, Letter Carriers' 

Bldg., 100 Indiana Avenue, N.W. 

-
-
-= = 
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Labor continues 
inflation fight 

Prices continue to surge ahead on all 
kinds of consumer goods and services, AFL
CIO Price Watch volunteers have reported 
from across the nation. 

The reports have been compiled and 
analyzed by the AFL-CIO Community 
Services Department staff and sent to 
Chairman Alfred E. Kahn of the President's 
Council on Wage and Price Stability. 

The mid-June compilation of Price Watch 
reports is the second in a series of findings 
forwarded to COWPS for investigation. 

After receiving the AFL-CIO price 
reports last month, Kahn said in a letter to 
Community Services Director Leo Perlis 
that the COWPS staff "is already at work 
following up on these leads." 

Think fast: Did you look for the 
Union Label last time you made a 
purchase'! 
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SHOP STEWARDS AND 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS: 
Harry L. Davis 
Thomas D. Page, Jr. 
Willie C. Simon 
Benjamin J. Bayne, Jr. 
Melvin L. Broyles 
David B. Weaver 
Joe Louis Greene 

William G. Jolley 
\\ illiam B. l.eake 
Harvey E. Lee. Sr. 
James E. Buckner 
George W. Rexrode 
Herbert E. Bynum 
Joseph L. Jackson 

Leado Grear, Eugene A bne}, Acting Shop Stewards. 
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New Metro buses 'bend' in middle 
'ACCORDIONS' 

(Continued from page 1) 
reported. 

On Apr. 12 Metro .. officials took a 
demonstration ride in one of the new 
buses and most pronounced that 
they were "impressed." One official 
reported he ''was riding right on the 
swivel (that hinges the two parts of 
the bus) and didn't even realize the 
flex of the thing." 

The principal reason for the new 
"monsters" was clearly spelled out in 
the "Post" story, "Metro, along with 
transit agencies in 10 other cities, 
joined in buying a total of 298 of the 
buses chiefly because they save 
tnoney in driver wages." And, the 

Out to 'Get' 
the Union Label 

Some people are out to "get" 
the union label, and it's not because 
they want to put it on their products. 

There are elements in our society 
who just can't stand to see you 
exercise your right to belong to a 
union and to bargain freely and 
fairly with employers. 

"They" are the growing number of 
management-types who carry on 
about creating a "union-free 
environment" as if the right of 
working people to have a say in how 
they are treated and paid were some 
kind of pollution. 

And you can bet that right behind 
these loud-mouthed union-haters 
are plenty of other less brazen 
employers just waiting for the 
chance to let the axe fall on their 
workers too. It doesn't matter what 
trade you are in or what job you 
have. Nobody is exempt any more. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO about it? 
Don't give them any encourage
ment. Use your purchasing power to, 
in the time-honored union tradition, 
punish your enemies through the 
boycott and reward your friends by 
demanding union labels and union 
shop cards. Prove that it "pays to be 
union." 

story noted, the new buses are too 
wide for use in Virginia under the 
state's regulations. 

BECAUSE THEY SA VE money 
on driver wages-that's the key to 
the purchase of the "Accordions." 
Not because they are more efficient 
to operate, not because they provide 
greater safety to the passengers, and 
certainly not because they are less 
costly to purchase-each costs 

$173,500 and 80 percent of the cost 
is paid from taxpayers' money (the 
federal government). 

They're cumbersome and 
unwieldy to operate. Local 689 is 
concerned both for the safety 
of operators and the passengers 
and for the emphasis on cutting 
jobs. When public funds are used, 
shouldn't the main concern be safety 
and service to the public, rather than 
"saving money in driver wages"? 

The centers of flexible pleated plastic in Metro's new "articulated buses" 
allow them to "bend" as they round street corners. 
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Change of Address? 
Ir you have just moved, or are about to move, fill out 
this form to insure your continued receipt of all union 
mail. Send this completed form and your mailing label to: 

THE 689 NEWS 
Room 403, 100 Indiana Ave., N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

Name ............................................................................................. . 

Social Security No. ............. .... ...... ........... . . .............................. . 

Former Address ............................................................................. . 
(Street and Number) 

(City and Zip Code) 

New Address ................................................................................. . 
(Street and Number) 

(City and Zip Code) 

l,ocation of employment ............................................................... . 
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OUR DEEPEST SYM
PATHY to the families and 
friends of these members who 
have recently passed away: E. 
L. Cassedy, on June 6; Elton 
L. Brumbley, on June 8; of 
Robert L. Hall, June 17; and 
of James F. Carter, who died 
June 19. 

HAPPY RETIREMENT to 
these members whose "Golden 
Years" got underway June I: 
Ben Block, Julian M. Hall, 
Joseph R. Lyon, George 
Ostrosky, and Thomas W. 

Local 689 
members' news 

Pilkerton. A long and happy 
retirement to all. 

WE SEND GET-WELL 
WISHES to pensioner Lloyd 
E. Hammett, now recupera
ting at home from recent 
surgery. 

AND CONGRATULA
TIONS to: operator J. W. 

Get-acquainted tours of 
UBS furniture showroom 

Want to tour one of the largest de
corator showrooms on the East Coast? 
As a member of United Buying Service 
you are entitled to great savings on the 
complete Jines of more than 400 
different manufacturers of all styles of 
furniture. The showroom is usually 
limited to interior decorators, but UBS 
has made arrangements for you to 
purchase directly from this showroom 
located in Baltimore, Maryland. 

UBS has arranged a series of special 
"Get Acquainted" tours of this quality 
showroom so that you may see the fine 
selection of furniture, carpeting, 
drapery services, reupholstering and 

Amalgamated Transit Union, National 
Capital Local Division 689, 
Suite 403, JOO Indiana Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 2000) 

custom upholstering services, lamps, 
decor lighting fixtures, home gift items. 
and wall hangings offered. 

These "Get Acquainted" tours are 
scheduled for the following Thursday 
evenings: July 12 and July 26. 

A LIGHT BUFFET supper is served 
following each tour and all of this is 
FREE. Call immediately (657-1920) to 
reserve an invitation. The invitation will 
be sent with a map giving easy 
directions to the showroom. Call UBS 
and ask for Anne Gaither. Reservations 
are limited, call NOW. 

If you are unable to attend one of 

689 
Craig G. Simpson 
5607 40th. Ave. 
Hyattsville, Md. 

Allen and wife Sharon K. on 
the birth of their first child
Kimberly Denee Allen-born 
on May 15 and weighed in at 7-
lbs. 6-oz.; also to pensioner 
Raymond F. Carless and his 
wife Twila. • 

Raymond and Twila 
celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary at the home of 
their nephew, Kenneth L. 
Lucas, in Harwood, Md. on 
May 26. The party was 
attended by many relatives 
and friends from the local area 
and out of state. 

these tours, call for a Free Purchase 
Certificate which will allow you to visit 
the showroom at your convenience. 

United Buying 
Service 

Talk.'\ 
to ) 

UBS 

... and save! 657-1920 
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