
A SIGN OFF AITH was the caption of this picture in the Dec. 3rd issue of 
The Washington Star in which Operator Napoleon Jones demonstrated the 
new bus signs which can be programmed for different routes-or any mes
age the driver needs to make (such as alerting police, etc.). Operator Jones, 
a Bladensburg Division member since May 1976, flashed a "victory" mes
sage which the Redskins were unable to fulfill in their loss to the Miami 
Dolphins. 
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Message from our President: 
Suggested changes for our 

Union bylaws are excep
tionally slow incoming in so I 
want to remind you that we 
have until Jan. 16 to submit 
your suggested changes. 

SHOULDTHEREbeany 
difficulties in formulating 
suggested bylaws changes 
into a presentation form
the target date for voting on 
the issues may be moved 
from Mar. 7 to a more 
appropriate time-possibly 
later in March. 

THE NEW CONTRACT 
book has now been set in type 
and needs to be proofread 
with Metro's general counsel 

before going into the final 
printed form. I am hopeful 
that this can be accom
plished within the next 
couple of weeks. 

THE RECENT cost-of
living increase of 19 cents per 
hour-making the top 
operator's rate ( effective 
Dec. 31st) $8.71 per hour
again demonstrates the 
importance of our cost-of
living contract clause. The 
next such adjustment will 
take place on Mar. 4, 1979. 

President, A TU Local t;nion 689 



Itenzized deductions can 
help taxpayers cut taxes 

Although income taxes for many 
of us have been reduced by the zero 
bracket amount, some people can 
reduce their taxes even more by 
itemizing deductions, when their 
deductions come to more than the 
zero bracket amount status. 

Generally, you will benefit from 
itemizing deductions if you paid 
interest and taxes on a home you 
own, had unusually large uninsured 
medical and dental expenses during 
the year, made large charitable 
contributions, or had a major 
uninsured casualty loss. 

If you decide to itemize, you must 
attach Schedule A to your Form 
1040 to list your deductible expenses. 
The decision to itemize should not be 
a last minute one, because you must 
keep records of your expenses 
throughout the year. These records 
will help you prepare your return and 
verify your deductions if the Internal 
Revenue service calls you in for an 
examination. 

~1111111111111 CLIP & PASTE IN 

THERE ARE FIVE major 
categories of itemized deductions: 
medical and dental expenses, taxes, 
interest expenses, charitable 
contributions, and miscellaneous 
deductions. 

Deductible medical and dental 
expenses include such things as 
payments to physicians or dentists; 
payments for hospital services, 
laboratory fees or x-rays; 
transportation costs essential to 
medical care, such as to and from a 
doctor's office; and payments for 
eyeglasses, hearing aids and parts, 
dentures, and crutches. Total 
medical and dental expenses are 
deductible to the extent that they are 
more than three percent of your 
adjusted gross income. Remember if 
you were reimbursed by insurance or 
otherwise, you must subtract this 
amount from your medical 
expenses. 

As part of medical deductions, 
taxpayers may include payment for 

YOUR LOCKER! 11111111111111.= 

Attention Local 689 Members: 

ATTEND YOUR 
UNION MEETING 

(First and third Tuesdays of each month) 

• Jan. 16: 10 a.m. or 8 p.m. 
• Feb. 6: 10 a.m. or 8 p.m. 
• Feb. 20: 10 a.m. or 8 p.m. 

UNION HALL, I st Floor, Letter Carriers' 
Bldg., 100 Indiana Avenue, N.W. 
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certain medicines and drugs as 
medical expenses to the extent that 
they are more than one percent of 
adjusted gross income. The excess is 
then subject to the three percent 
limitation previously mentioned. 

YOU MAY INCLUDE non
prescription medicines and drugs 
that are legally obtained. Birth 
control pills or medically 
recommended vitamins would be 
acceptable while toothpaste or facial 
cosmetics would not be. 

You may also deduct, without the 
three percent limitation, one-half of 
what you paid for medical insurance 
during the year, or$150, whichever is 
less. the rest of the payment for 
medical insurance may be included 
with your other medical expenses. 

(See DEDUCTIONS, page 3) 
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SHOP STEWARDS AND 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS: 

Harry L. Dnis 
Thomas D. Page, Jr. 
Willie C. Simon 
Benjamin J. Bayne, Jr. 
Melvin L. Broyles 
David B. Weaver 
Joe Louis Greene 

William G. Jollev 
William B. Leak~ 
Harvey E. Lee, Sr. 
James E. Buckner 
George W. Rexrode 
Herbert E. Bynum 
Joseph L. Jackson 

Leado Grear, William Shields, Eugene Abney, 
Aeling Shop Stewards. 
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DEDUCTIONS-
<continued from page 3) 

The following state or local taxes 
that you paid during the year are 
deductible: income tax (including 
taxes withheld or paid as estimated 
tax during the year), real property 
tax, personal property tax, general 
sales tax, and gasoline tax. Federal 
taxes are not deductible on your 
Federal income tax return. 

The tax on certain major 
purchases, such as a car, truck, or 
boat, or materials purchased to build 
a new home, generally can be 
deducted in addition to the amount 
in the Optional Sales Tax Table. 
Personal property taxes that are 
charged by some states may also be 
deductible if they are based on the 
value of the property and assessed 
annually. 

THE INTEREST YOU paid 
during the year on a debt is 
deductible if it meets the following 
tests: it must result from an actual 
debtor/ creditor relationship; the 
interest must be based on a valid 
obligation to pay a fixed sum of 
money; and the debt must be one for 
which you are legally liable. Such 
debts include a car loan, a bank loan, 
an educational loan, the mortgage on 
your home, and the "finance charge" 
paid when you purchase clothing or 
other items on an installment plan, 
budget charge account or credit card. 

Generally, you may deduct 
contributions you paid to any 
qualified organization established 
and operated exclusively for 
charitable, religious, educational, 
scientific, or literary purposes, or for 
the prevention of cruelty to children 
or animals; to fraternal 
organizations if the contributions 
are used for charitable purposes; to 
veterans' organizations; to govern
ment agencies that will use the 
gifts exclusively for public purposes. 

If you donate property other than 
money, your deduction is the fair 
market value of the property, that is, 
the amount you could reasonably 
expect to receive if you were selling 
the property. 

Freebies! 
Freebies! 
Freebies! 

Free publications from 
the Internal Revenue 
Service on just about 
every tax subject. Send 
for them by mail using 
the order form in your 
tax package. 

Prepared as a public service by 
the Internal Revenue Service. 

-In Memoriam-

WILLIAM C. DA VIS is shown at 
the celebration of his I 00th birthday. 

WILLIAM C. DA VIS, re
tired waterman of Tidwells, 
Virginia passed away 
November 15, 1978 at age 103 
years and 8 months. He was 
born during the administration 
of Ulysses S. Grant and his life 
spanned more than half the 
time these United States have 
been an independent nation. 

He was born during a 
depression in a place of ox 
carts, sail boats, poor roads 
and no schools, yet he lived to 
see, through the miracle of 
television, men from earth 
walk on the moon. The greatest 
social and technical advances 
in history were made in his 
lifetime. 

HE IS SURVIVED by seven 
children ages 55 to 81, twenty
three grandchildren, fifty-nine 
great-grandchildren, and 
twenty-six great-great-grand
children. All are alive and well 
and most were present when he 
was laid to rest in Carmel 
United Methodist Church 
cemetery at Kinsale, Virginia. 
He is also survived by one sister 
and two brothers, ages 87 to 
101. 

He was the father of 
pensioner Clarence A. (C. A.) 
Davis, and uncle to George R. 
Davis, Local 689 president. 
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OUR DEEPEST SYM
p A THY to the families and 
friends of these members who 
have passed away: Elias J. 
Lewis, Operator at the 
Arlington Div. and member 
since June 1974,onNov.28asa 
result of injuries sustained in a 
Nov. 14 auto accident; Charles 
W. Dwiggins, Dec. 7; George 
E. Palmer, on Dec. 8; James L. 
Martin, Dec. 18; and William 
H. Huff, on Dec. 17. 

Also: Floyd D. Kauffman, 

Though Labor Day Week 
has traditionally been Union 
Label Week for the men and 
women of organized labor, it is 
an observation which 
unionists practice year 
around. We are all proud of 
the fact that our country 
enjoys the highest all-around 
standard of living in the world. 
One of the main reasons we all 
share in this prosperity today 
has been the efforts of the 
American free trade union 
movement. 

The decent wages, safe, 
clean working conditions, 
shorter hours, security, health 
insurance pensions and other 
advantages many workers take 
for granted today were won 
largely because working 
people fought for them 

Amalgamated Transit Union, National 
Capital Local Union 689, 
Suite 403, 100 Indiana Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Local 689 
members' news 

Dec. 18; retiree George E. 
("Casey") Jones, a member 
since 1924 who retired in 1966, 
on Christmas Day; and Ronald 
M. Rogers, Bladensburg Div. 
operator and member since 
May 1976, victim of a Dec. 23 
shooting. We also extend our 
sincere sympathy to pensioner 

The Union 
Label-it 
has nzade 
us strong! 

through their unions. 

WITHOUT THE UNION 
LABEL and Shop Card, this 
fight would have been even 
more difficult. For even today, 
the effort to bring the right to 
democracy on the job is under 
attack, and millions of 
workers still do not enjoy the 
benefits and advantages that 
the Union Label and Shop 
Card have come to symbolize. 

While Union Label Week is 

689 
Craig G. Simpson 
5607 40th. Ave. 
Hyattsville. Md. 

Willard L. Dulin, on the loss of 
his brother John J. Dulin, on 
Oct. 30. For a number of years 
John Dulin was employed by 
AB& W Transit Co. (former 
ATU #1131). 

CONGRATULATIONS 
and happy retirement to these 
members whose"goldenyears" 
officially began Dec. 1: Herbert 
C. Spears; Johnnie S. Swain; 
and Velcie K. Walsh. We wish 
you all many healthy and 
happy years. 

a good opportunity to renew 
our dedication to the ideas 
that have made the label and 
shop card important tools 
of organization, it's good 
common sense to remember 
every week of the year. 

When all union members 
make certain that their wages 
are spent for other union 
products and for union 
services, (which mean "Made 
in USA" goods and services) 
these consumers are protecting 
everybody's standard of living 
and working conditions, 
including their own. 

OUR UNIONS WITH the 
help of our Union Labels and 
Shop Cards have helped make 
our nation's economy strong. 
Together, we can all keep it 
that way. 
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